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1.0 What Is the GMAT<l!l?

1.0 What Is the GMAJ®?

The Graduate Management A dmission Test <l!l (GMAT <l!l) is a standa rdiz ed, three-par t test delivered
in English . The test was designed to help admissions officers evaluate how suitable individual
applicants are for their graduate business and management programs . It measures basic verbal,
math ematical, and analytic al writi ng skills th at a test taker has developed over a long period of time
through education and work.

The GMAT test does not measure a person's kn owledge of specific fields of study. Graduate
business and management program s enroll people fro m many differ ent undergraduate and work
backgrounds, so rather than test your mastery of any particular subject area , the GM AT test will
assess your acquired skills. Your GM AT score will give admissions officers a statistically reliable
measure of how well you are likely to perform academically in the core curriculum of a graduate
business program.

Of course, there are many other qualifications that can help people succeed in business school and
in their careers- for instance, job experience, leadership ability, motivation, and interpersonal skills.
The GMAT test does not gauge these qualities. That is why your GMAT score is intended to be
used as one standard admissions criterion among other, more subject ive, criteria, such as admissions
essays and interviews.

1.1 Why Take the GMAJ® Test?

GMAT scores are used by admissions officers in roughly 1,800 graduate business and management
programs worldwide. School s that require prospective students to submit GMAT scores in th e
application process are generally interested in admitting the best-qualified applicants for their
programs, wh ich means that you may find a more beneficial learning environment at schools th at
require GMAT scores as part ofyour application.

Because the GMAT test gauges skill s that are
important to successful study of business and
management at the graduate level, your scores will
give you a good ind ication of how well prepared
you are to succeed academically in a graduate
management program; how well you do on the test
may also help you choose the business schools to
which you apply. Furthermore, the percentile table
you receive with your scores will tell you how your
performance on the test compares to the
performance of other test takers, giving you one
way to gauge your competition for admission to
business school.

Myth -vs- FACT

5'vf - If I don't score in t he 90th
percent ile, I won't get into
any school I choose.

F - Very few people get very high
scores.

Fewer than 50 of the more than 200,000
people taking the GMAT test each year get
a perfe ct score of 800 . Thus, w hile you may
be except ionally capable, the odds are
against your achieving a perfect score. Also,
the GMAT test is just one piece of your
app licat ion packet. Admi ssions offi cers use
GMAT scores in conjunct ion w ith
undergraduate records, applicat ion essays,
interv iews, lett ers of recommendat ion, and
othe r information when deciding whom to
accept into their prog rams.
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Scho ols consider man y different aspects of an application before making an admissions decision, so
even if you score well on the GMAT test , you should contact th e schools that interest you to learn
more about them and to ask about how they use GMAT scores and other admissions criteria (such
as your undergradu ate grades, essays, and letters of recommendation) to evaluate candidates for
admission. School admissions offices, school Web sites, and materials published by th e school are
the best sources for you to tap when you are doing research about where you might want to go to
business school.

For more information about how schools should use GMAT scores in admissions decisions,
please read Appendix A of this book . For more information on the GMAT, registering to tak e
the test , sending your scores to schools, and applying to business schoo l, please visit our W eb ite
at www.mba.com.

1.2 GMAT®Test Format

The GMAT test consists of tour separately timed sect ions (see the table on the next page). You sta rt
the test with two 30-minute Analytical Writing Assessment (AWA) questions that require you to
type your responses using the computer keyboard. The writing section is followed by two 75-minute,
multiple-choice sections: the Quantitative and Verbal sections of the test.
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The GMAT is a computer-adaptive test (CAT),
which mean s that in the multiple-choice sections
of th e test, the computer constantly gauges how
well you are doing on the test and presents you
with questions that are appropriate to your ability
level. The se questions are drawn from a huge pool
of possible test questions. So, although we ta lk
about the GMAT as one test , the GMAT test you
take may be completely d ifferent from the test of
the person sitt ing next to you.

Here's how it works. A t th e start of each GMAT
multiple-cho ice section (Verba l and Quantitative),
you will be presented with a question of moderate
difficulty. The computer uses your response to th at
first question to de termine which question to
present next . Ifyou respond correctly, the test
usually will give you questions of increasing
difficulty. If you respond incorrectly, the next
quest ion you see usually will be easier than the one
you answered incorrectly. A s you continue to
respond to the questions presented, th e computer
will narrow your score to the number that best
characterizes your abil ity. When you complete
each section, the computer will have an accurate
assessment ofyour ability.

Myth -vs- FACT

~"'v[ - Getting an easier quest ion
means I answ ered the last one
wrong.

F - Getting an easier question
does not necessarily mean
you got the previous quest ion
wrong.

To ensure that everyone receives the same
content, the test selects a specif ic number
of questio ns of each typ e. The test may call
for your next question to be a relatively
hard problem-solving item involving
arithmetic operations. But, if there are no
more relat ively difficult prob lem-solving
items involving arithmetic, you might be
given an easier item.

Most people are not skilled at estimating
item diff iculty, so don't worry w hen taking
the test or waste valuable time t rying to
determine the difficulty of the questions
you are answering.



1.2 What Is the GMAT®7 GMAT® Test Format

Because each que stion is presented on the basis ofyour answers to all previous questions, you must
answe r each question as it appears. You may not skip, return to, or change your responses to
previous ques tions . Random gues sing can significantly lower your scores. If you do not know the
answer to a question, you should try to eliminate as many choice s as possible, the n select the answer
you think is best. Ifyou answer a ques tion incorrectly by mistake-or correctly by lucky gues s
your answers to subsequent questions will lead you back to que stions that are at the appropriate level
of difficu lty for you.

Each mu ltiple-choice question used in the GMAT test has been thoroughly reviewed by
professional test developers. New multiple-choice questions are tested each t ime the test is
administered. Answers to trial questions are not counted in the scoring of your test , but the trial
questions are not identified and could appear anywhere in the test. The refore, you shou ld try to do
your best on every question.

The test includes the types of questions found in th is guide, but the format and presentation of the
questions are different on the computer. When you take the test:

• Only one question at a time is presented on the computer screen .

• The answer choice s for the mul tiple-choice questions will be preceded by circles, rather than by
letters.

• Different question types appear in random order in the mu ltiple-choice sections of the test.

• You must select your answer using the computer.

• You must choose an answer and confirm your choice before moving on to the next question.

• You may not go back to change answers to previous questions.

/
Format of the GMAT®

Quest ions Timing

Analyt ical Writing
Analysis of an Argument 1 30 min.
Analysis of an Issue 1 30 min .

Optional break

Quantitative
Problem Solving 37 75 min.
Data Sufficiency

Optional break

Verbal
Reading Comprehension

41 75 min.
Critical Reason ing
Sentence Correction

Total T ime: 210 min.
./
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1.3 What Is the Content of the Test Like?

It is important to recognize that the GMAT test evaluates ski lls and abilities developed over a
relatively long period of time. Although the sections contain que stions that are basically verb al and
mathematical, the complete test provides one method of mea suring overall ability.

Keep in mind that although the que stions in this guide are arranged by que stion typ e and ord ered
from easy to difficult, the test is organized differently. When you take the test, you may see different
types of questions in any order.

1.4 Quantitative Section

The GMAT Quantitative section measures your ability to reason quantitatively, solve quantitative
problems, and interpret graphic data.

Two types of multiple-choice que stions are used in the Quantitative sect ion:

• Problem solving

• Data sufficiency

Problem solving and data sufficiency questions are intermingled throughout the Quantitative
section. Both types of questions require basic knowledge of:

• Arithmetic

• Elementary algebra

• Commonly known concepts ofgeometry

To review the basic mathematical concepts that will be tested in the GMAT Quantitative que stions
and for test-taking tips specific to the question types in the Quantitative section of the GMAT test,
sample questions, and answer explanations, see the Official Guidefir GMAT' R eview , 12th Edition,
or the OfficialGuidefi r GMA7~ Quantitative Review, 2nd Edition; both are available for purchase at
www.mba.com.

1.5 Verbal Section

The GMAT Verbal section measures your ability to read and comprehend written material, to
reason and evaluate arguments, and to correct wr itten material to conform to standard written
English. Because the Verbal section includes reading sections from several different content areas,
you may be generally familiar with some of the material; however, neither the reading passages nor
the questions assume detailed knowledge of the topic s discussed.

Three types of multiple-choice questions are used in the Verbal section:

• Reading comprehension

• Critical reasoning

• Sentence correction

8
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These ques tion typ es are intermingled throughout the Verbal section.

For test-taking tips speci fic to each quest ion type in the Verbal section, sample questions, and
answer explanations, see chapters 3 th rough 5.

1.6 What Computer Skills Will I Need?

You only need minimal computer skills to take the GMAT Computer-Adaptive Test (CAT). You
will be required to typ e your essays on the computer keyboard using standard word -processing
keystrokes. In the multiple-cho ice sections, you will select your responses using either your mou se or
the keyboard .

To learn more about the specific skills required to take the GMAT CAT, download the free test
preparation software available at www.mba.com.

1.7 What Are the Test Centers Like?

The GMAT test is administered at a test center providing the qu iet and privacy of individual
computer workstations. You will have the opportunity to take two optional breaks-one after
completing th e essays and another between the Quantitative and Verbal sections. An erasable
notepad will be prov ided for your use during the test .

1.8 How Are Scores Calculated?

Your GM AT scores are determined by:

• The number of questions you answer

• W hether you answer correctly or incorrectly

• The level of difficulty and other stat istical characteristics of each question

Your Verbal, Quantirative, and Total GMAT scores are determined by a complex mathematical
procedure that take s into account the difficulty of the quest ions that were presented to you and how
you answered them. When you answer the easier questions correctly, you get a chance to answer
harder questions-making it possible to earn a higher score. After you have completed all the
questions on the test- or when your time is up-the computer will calculate your scores. Your
scores on the Verbal and Qpantitative sections are combined to produce your Total score. If you have
not responded to all the questions in a section (37 Quantitative questions or 41 Verbal questions),
your score is adjusted , using the proportion of questions answered.

Appendix A contai ns the 2007 percentile ranking tables that explain how your GMAT scores
compare with scores of other 2007 GMAT test takers.

9
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1.9 Analytical Writing Assessment Scores

The A nalytical W riting Assess ment consists of two wri ting tasks: A nalysis of an Issue and Analysis
of an Argument. The respo nses to each of these tasks are scored on a 6- point scale, with 6 being the
highest score and 1, th e lowest. A score of zero (0) is given to responses that are off-topic, are in a
foreign language, mere ly atte mpt to copy the topic, consist only of keystroke characters, or are blank.

The reader s who evaluate the responses are college and university faculty members from various
subject matter areas, including management education. These readers read holi stically-that is, they
respond to the overall quality ofyour critical thinking and writing. (For details on how readers are
qualified, visit www.mba.com. ) In addition, responses may be scored by an automated scoring
program designed to reflect th e judgment of expert readers.

Each response is given two independent ratings. If the ratings differ by more than a point, a third
reader adjudi cates. (Because of ongoing training and monitoring, discrepant ratings are rare .)

Your final score is the average (rounded to the nearest half point) of the four scores independently
assigned to your responses-two scores for the Analysis of an Issue and two for the Analysis of an
Argument. For example, if you earned scores of 6 and 5 on the Analysis of an Issue and 4 and 4 on
the Analysis of an Argument, your final score would be 5: (6 + 5 + 4 + 4) + 4 = 4.75, which rou nds
up to 5.

Your A nalytical Writing Asse ssment scores are computed and reported sepa rately from th e
multiple-choice sections of the test and have no effect on your Verbal, Quantitative, or Total scores.
The schools th at you have designated to receive your scores may receive your responses to th e
A nalytical Writing Assessment with your score report. Your own copy of your score report will not
include copies ofyour responses.

1.10 Test Development Process

The GMAT test is developed by experts who use standardized procedures to ensure high-qualit y,
widely appropriate test material. All questions are subjected to independent reviews and are revised
or discarded as necessary. Multiple-choice questio ns are tested during GMAT test administrations.
Analytical Writing Assessment tasks are tried out on first-year business school students and
then assessed for their fairness and reliability. For more information on test development, see
www.mba .com .

10
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To register for the GMAT test go to www.mba.com

11
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2.0 How to Prepare

2.0 How to Prepare

2.1 How Can I Best Prepare to Take the Test?

We at the Graduate Manageme nt Admission Council" (GMAC"') firmly believe that the test-taking
skills you can develop by using this guide-and The Official GuidejOr GMAT' R ev iew, 12th Edition ,
and The Official Guidefor GMAT' Quantitat ive R ev iew, 2nd E dit ion, if you want additional
practice-are all you need to perform your best when you take the GMAT'" test. By answering
questions that have appeared on the GMAT test before, you will gain experience with the typ es
of questions you may see on the test when you take it . As you practice with this guide, you will
develop confidence in your abilit y to reason through th e test questions. No add itional techniques or
strategies are needed to do well on the standardized test if you develop a pract ical familiarity with
the abilities it requires. Simply by practicing and understanding the concepts that are assessed on
th e test, you will learn wh at you need to know to answer the questions correctly.

2.2 What About Practice Tests?

Because a computer-adaptive test cannot be presented in paper form, we have created GMATPrep
software to help you prepare for the test. The software is available for download at no charge for
those who have created a user profile on www.mba.com.Itisalsoprovidedona disk.byrequest.to
anyone who has registered for the GMAT test . The software includes two practice GMAT tests
plus additional practice questions, information about the test , and tutorials to help you become
familiar with how the GMAT test will appear on the computer screen at the test center.

We recommend that you download th e software as
you start to prepare for the test. Take one practice
test to familiarize yourself with the test and to get
an idea of how you might score. After you have
studied using th is book, and as your test date
approaches, take the second practice test to
determine whether you need to shift your focus
to other areas you need to strengthen.

Mytli -vs- FACT
M - You need very advanced

math skills to get a high
GMATscore.

F - The math skills tested on the
GMAT test are quite basic.

The GMAT test only requires basic
quant itat ive analytic skills. You should
review the math skills (algebra, geometry,
basic arithmet ic) presented in bot h The
Official Guide for GMA fl!' Review, 12th
Edition and The Official Guide for GMA T®
Quantitative Review, 2nd Edition, but the
required skill level is low. The diffi culty of
GMAT Quantitative questions stems from
the logic and analysis used to solve the
problems and not the underlying math skills.

13
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2.3 Where Can I Get Add itional Practice?

Ifyou complete all the questions in this guide and think you would like additional practice, you may
purchase the Official Guidefor GMA T" R ev iew , 12th Edition, or the Official Guidef or GMAT
Quantitative R eoieto, 2nd Edition, at www.mba.com.

Note: There may be some overlap between this book and the review sections of the GMATPrep'"
software.

2.4 General Test-Taking Suggestions

Specific test-taking strategies for individual question types are presented later in this book. The
following are general suggestions to help you perform your best on the test.

1. Use your t ime w isely.

Although the GMAT test stre sses accuracy more than speed, it is important to use your time wisely.
On average , you will have about I X. minutes for each verbal que stion and about 2 minutes for each
quantitative question. Once you start the test, an onscreen clock will continuously count the time
you have left. You can hide this display if you want, but it is a good idea to check the clock
periodically to monitor your progress. The clock will automatically alert you when 5 minutes
remain in the allotted time for the section you are working on.

2. Answer practice quest ions ahead of time.

After you become generally familiar with all question types, use the sample questions in this book
to prepare for the actual test. It may be useful to time yourself as you answer the practice que stions
to get an idea of how long you will have for each question during the actual GMAT test as well as
to determine whether you are answering quickly enough to complete the test in the time allotted.

3. Read all test directions carefully.

The directions expla in exactly what is required to answer each question type. Ifyou read hastily, you
may miss important instructions and lower your scores . To review directions during the test, click
on the Help icon . But be aware that the time you spend reviewing directions will count against th e
time allotted for that section of the test.

4. Read each question carefully and thoroughly.

Before you answer a multiple-choice question, determine exactly what is being asked, then eliminate
the wrong answers and select the best choice. Never skim a question or the possible answers;
skimming may cause you to miss important information or nuances.

14



5. Do not spend too much time on anyone
question .

If you do not know the correct answer, or if the
question is too time-consuming, try to eliminate
choices you know are wrong, select th e best of th e
remaining answer choices, and move on to th e next
question. Try not to worry about th e impact on
your score-guessing may lower your score, but not
finishing the section will lower your score more.

Bear in mind that if you do not fini sh a section in
th e allotted time, you will still receive a score.

6. Confirm your answers ONLY when you are
ready to move on.

Once you have selected your answer to a mu ltip le
choice question, you will be asked to confirm it.
Once you confirm your response, you cannot go
back and change it. You may not skip questions,
because the computer selects each question on the
basis of your responses to preceding questions.

7. Plan your essay answers before you begin
to write.

The best way to approach the two writing tasks
that comprise the Analytical Writing Assessment
is to read the directions carefully, take a few
minutes to think about th e question, and plan a
response before you begin writing. Take care to
organize your ideas and develop them fully, but
leave time to reread your response and make any
revisions that you think would improve it .

2.4 How to Prepare Gen er al Test -Taking Suggesti on s

Myth -vs- FACT
M - It is more important to

respond correctly to the test
questions than it is to finish
the test.

F - There is a severe penalty
for not completing the
GM AT test.

If you are stumped by a question, give it
your best guess and move on. If you guess
incorrectly, the computer prog ram w ill likely
give you an easier question, which you are
likely to answer correct ly, and the computer
wi ll rapid ly return to giving you questions
matched to your ability. If you don't f inish
the test, your score will be reduced greatly.
Failing to answer f ive verbal questions, for
example, could reduce your score from the
91st percenti le to the 77th percentile.
Pacing is impo rtant.

Myth -vs- FACT
~V{ - The first 10 questions are

critical and you should invest
the most time on those.

F - All questions count.

It is true that the compu ter-adaptive test ing
algorithm uses the fi rst 10 questions to
obtain an init ial estimate of your ability ;
however, that is only an initial estimate. As
you continue to answer questions, the
algorithm self-corrects by computing an
updated estimate on the basisof all the
questions you have answered, and then
administers items that are closely matched
to this new estimate of your ability. Your
final score is based on all your responses
and considers the difficult y of all the
questions you answered. Taking additional
time on the first 10 questions wil l not game
the system and can hurt your ability to
finish the test.

1S
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3.0 Reading Comprehension

Reading comprehension questions appear in the Verbal section of the GMAT"' test. The Verbal
section uses multiple-choice questions to measure your ability to read and comprehend written
material, to reason and evaluate arguments, and to correct written material to conform to standa rd
written English . Because the Verbal section includes content from a variety of topics, you may be
generally familiar with some of the material; however, neither the passages nor the questions assume
knowledge of the topics discussed. Reading comprehension questions are intermingled with criti cal
reasoning and sente nce correction questions throughout the Verbal sect ion of the test.

You will have 75 minutes to complete the Verbal section, or an average of about l Y.. minutes to
answer each question. Keep in mind, however, that you will need time to read the written
passages-and that time is not factored into the l Y.. minute average . You should therefore plan to
proceed more quickly through the reading comprehension questions in order to give yourself enough
time to read the passages thoroughly.

Reading comprehension questions begin with written passages up to 350 words long. The passages
discus s topics from the social sciences, humanities, the physical or biological sciences, and such
business-related fields as marketing, economics, and human resource management. The passages
are accompanied by questions that will ask you to interpret the passage, apply the information you
gather from the reading, and make inferences (or informed assumptions) based on the reading. For
the se questions, you will see a split computer screen. The written passage will remain visible on the
left side as each question associated with that passage appears in turn on the right side. You will
see only one question at a time, however. The number of questions associated with each passage
may vary.

As you move through the reading comprehension sample questions, try to determine a proce ss
that works best for you. You might begin by reading a passage carefully and thoroughly, though
some test takers prefer to skim the passage s the first time through, or even to read the first question
before reading the passage. You may want to reread any sentences that present complicated ideas or
introduce terms that are new to you. Read each question and series of answers carefully. Make sure
you understand exactly what the question is asking and what the answer choices are.

If you need to, you may go back to the passage and read any parts that are relevant to answering the
question. Specific portions of the passages may be highlighted in the related questions.

The following pages describe what reading comprehension questions are designed to measure,
present the directions that will precede questions of this type, and describe the various question
types. This chapter also provides test-taking strategies, sample questions, and detailed explanations
of all the questions. The explanations further illustrate the ways in which reading comprehension
questions evaluate basic reading skills.

17
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3.1 W hat Is Measured

Reading comprehension questions measure your ability to understand, analyze, and apply information
and concepts presented in written form . All questions are to be answered on the basis ofwhat is stated
or implied in the reading material, and no specific prior knowledge of the material is required.

The GMAT read ing comprehension questions evaluate your ability to do the following:

• Understand words and statements.
Although the questions do not test your vocabulary (they will not ask you to defin e terms),
they do test your ability to interpret special meanings of terms as they are used in the read ing
passages. The questions will also test your understanding of the English language. Thes e
questions may ask about the overall meaning of a passage.

• Understand logical relationships between points and concepts .
This type of question may ask you to determine the strong and weak points of an argument or
evaluate the relative importance of arguments and ideas in a passage.

• Draw inferences from facts and statements.
The inference questions will ask you to consider factual statements or information presented in
a reading passage and, on the basis of that information, reach conclusions.

• Understand and follow the development of quantitative concepts as they are presented in
written material.
This may involve the interpretation of numerical da ta or the use of simple arithmetic to reach
conclusions about material in a passage .

There are six kinds of reading comprehension questions, each ofwhich tests a different skill. The
reading comprehension questions ask about the following areas:

Main idea

Each passage is a unified whole-that is, the individual sentences and paragraphs support and
develop one main idea or central po int. Sometimes you will be told the central point in the passage
itself, and sometimes it will be necessary for you to determine the central point from the overall
organization or development of the passage. You may be asked in this kind of question to

• recognize a correct restatement, or paraphrasing, of the main idea of a passage

• identify the author's primary purpose or objective in writing the passage

• assign a title that summarizes, briefly and pointedly, the main idea developed in the passage

Supporting ideas

These questions measure your ability to comprehend the supporting ideas in a passage and
differentiate them from the main idea . The questions also measure your ability to differentiate ideas
that are exp licitly stated in a passage from ideas that are implied by the author but that are not
explicitly stated. You may be asked about

• facts cited in a passage

• the specific content of arguments presented by the author in support of his or her views

• descriptive details used to support or elaborate on the main idea
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3.1 Reading Comprehension What Is Measured

Whereas questions about the main idea ask you to determine th e meaning of a passage as a whole,
questions about support ing ideas ask you to determine the meanings of ind ividual sentences and
parag raphs that contribute to the me aning of th e passage as a whole. In other words, these questio ns
ask for th e main poin t of one small part of th e passage.

Inferences

These que stion s ask abo ut ideas th at are not explicitly stated in a passage but are implied by th e
author. U nlike questions about support ing details, which ask about information that is directly
stated in a passage, in ference questions ask about ideas or meanings that mu st be inferred from
information that is d irectly stated. A uthors can make th eir points in indirect ways, sugg esting ideas
without actually stating th em . Inference que stions mea sure your ability to understand an author's
intended meaning in parts of a passage wh ere the meaning is only suggested . These que stion s do not
ask about me anings or implications that are rem ote from the passage; rather, they ask about
meanings that are developed indirectly or implications that are specifically suggested by the author.

To answer the se que stions, you may have to

• logically take statements made by the author one step beyond their literal meanings

• recognize an alternative interpretation of a statement made by th e author

• identify the intended meaning of a word used figuratively in a passage

If a passage explicitly states an effect , for example, you may be asked to infer its cause. If the aut hor
compares two phenomena, you may be asked to infer the basis for the comparison. You may be
asked to infe r the characteristics of an old policy from an explicit description of a new one. W hen
you read a pas sage, therefore, you should concentrate not only on the explic it meaning of the
author's words , but also on th e more subtle meaning implied by those words.

Applying information to a context outside the passage itself

1hese questions measure your ability to disc ern the relation ships between situat ions or ideas
presented by the author and other situations or ideas that might parallel those in th e passage.
In this kind of que stion, you may be asked to

• identify a hypothetic al situatio n that is comparable to a situat ion pre sented in the passage

• select an example that is similar to an example provided in the passage

• apply ideas given in th e passage to a situat ion not mentioned by the author

• recogn ize ideas that the author would probably agree or disagree with on the basis of
statements made in the passage

Unlike inference que stion s, appli cation questions use ideas or situat ions not taken from the passage.
Ideas and situations given in a que stion are like th ose given in the passage, and they parallel ideas
and situa tions in the passage; therefore, to answer th e que stion , you mu st do more than recall wh at
you read. You mu st recognize th e essential attributes of ideas and situations presented in the passage
when they appear in different words and in an ent irely new contex t.
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Logical structure

These questions require you to analyze and evaluate the organiza tion and logic of a passage . They
may ask you

• how a passage is constructed- for instance, doe s it define, compare or contrast, present a new
idea, or refute an idea?

• how the author persuades readers to accept his or her asser t ions

• the reason behind the author's use of any part icular supporting detail

• to identify assumptions that the author is making

• to assess the strengths and weaknesses of the aut hor's arguments

• to recognize appropriate counterargume nts

These questions measure your ability not only to comprehend a passage but also to evaluate it
critically. However, it is important for you to realize that logical structure questions do not rely on
any kind of formal logic, nor do they requ ire you to be fam iliar with speci fic terms of logic or
argumentation. You can answer these questions using only the in form ation in the passage and
careful reasoning.

About the style and tone

Style and tone questions ask about the expression of a passage and about the ideas in a passage that
may be expressed through its diction-the aut ho r's cho ice ofwords. You may be asked to deduce the
author's attitude to an idea, a fact, or a situation from the words th at he or she uses to describe it.
You may also be asked to select a word th at accurately describ es the tone of a passage-for instance,
"critical," "questioning," "objective," or "enthusiastic,"

To answer this type of question, you will have to consider the langu age of the passage as a whole.
It takes more than one pointed, critical word to make the tone of an entire passage "critica l."
Sometimes, style and tone que stions ask what audience the passage was pro bably int ended for or
what type of publication it probably appeared in. Style and tone quest ion s may apply to one small
part of the passage or to the passage as a whole, To answer them, you must ask yourself what
meanings are contained in the words of a passage beyond the literal meanings . Did the author use
certain words because of their emotional content, or because a particular audience wo uld expect to
hear them? Remember, these questions measure your ability to discern mean ing expressed by the
author through his or her choice of words.

3.2 Test-Taking Strategies

1. Do not expect to be completely familiar with any of the material presented in reading
comprehension passages.
You may find some passages easier to understand than others, but all passages are designed to
present a challenge. Ifyou have some familiarity wi th the material pre sented in a passage, do
not let this knowledge influence your choice of an swers to the questions. Answer all questions
on th e basis of what is stated or imp lied in the passage itself.
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3.3 Reading Comprehension The Directions

2. Analyze each passage carefully, because the quest ions requi re you to have a specific and
detailed understanding of the material.
You may find it easier to do th e analysis first, before moving to the questions. Or, you may find
that you prefer to skim the passage the first time and read more carefully once you unde rstand
what a question asks. You may even want to read the ques tion before reading the passage . You
should choose the method most suita ble for you .

3. Focus on key words and phrases , and make every effort to avoid losing the sense of what is
discussed in the passage.
Keep th e following in mind :

• No te how each fact relates to an idea or an argument.

• No te where the passage moves from one idea to the next .

• Separate main ideas from supporting ideas.

• Determine what conclusions are reached and why.

4. Read the questions carefully, mak ing certain that you understand what is asked.
An answer choice that accurately restates information in the passage may be incorrect if it does
not answer the question. Ifyou need to, refer back to the passage for clar ification.

5. Read all the choices carefully.
Never assume that you have selected th e best answer without first reading all the choices.

6. Select the choice that answers the question best in terms of the information given in the
passage.
D o not rely on outside kno wledge of th e mater ial to help you answer th e questions.

7. Remember that comprehension-not speed-is the critical success factor when it comes to
reading comprehension questions.

3.3 The Directions

These are the di rections that you will see for read ing comprehension questions when you take the
Gl\!IAT test. If you read them carefully and understand them clearly before going to sit for the test,
you will not need to spen d too much time reviewing them once you are at the test cente r and the
test is under way.

The questions in this group are based on the content of a passage. After reading th e passage, choose
the best answer to each ques tion. A nswer all questions following the passage on the basis of what is
stated or implied in thepassage.
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3.4 Sample Questions

Each of t he read ing comprehension questions is based on the content of a passage. After reading the
passage answer all questions pertaining to it on th e basis of what is stated or implied in the passage.
For each question, se lect the best an swer of the choices given.

Line The Gross Domestic Product (GOP), which
measures the dollar value of fin ished goods and
services produced by an economy during a given
period, serves as the chief indicator of the

(5) economic well-being of the United States. The GOP
assumes that the economic significance of goods
and services lies solely in their price, and that these
goods and services add to the national well-being,
not because of any intrinsic value they may

(l0) possess, but simply because theywere produced
and bought. Additionally, onlythose goods and
services involved in monetary transactions are
included in the GOP. Thus, the GOP ignores the
economic utility of such things as a clean

(l5) environment and cohesivefamilies and
communities. It is therefore not merely coincidental ,
since national policies in capitalist and noncapitalist
countries alike are dependent on indicators such as
the GOP, that boththe environment and the social

(20) structure have been eroded in recent decades. Not
only does the GOP mask this erosion, it can actually
portrayit as an economic gain: an oil spill off a
coastal region "adds" to the GOP because it
generates commercial activity. In short, the nation's

(25) central measure of economic well-being works like a
calculating machine that adds but cannot subtract.
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Questions 1-6 ref er to the passage above.

1. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) identifyways in which the GOP could be modified
so that it would serve as a more accurate
indicator of the economic well-being of the
United States

(8) suggest that the GOP, in spite of certain
shortcomings, is still the most reliable indicator
of the economic well-being of the United States

(C) examine crucial shortcomings of the GOP as an
indicator of the economic well-being of the
United States

(O) argue that the growthof the United States
economy in recent decades has diminished the
effectiveness of the GOP as an indicator of the
nation's economic well-being

(E) discuss how the GOP came to be used as the
primary indicator of the economic well-being of
the United States

2. Which of the following best describes the function of
the second sentence of the passage in the context of
the passage as a whole?

(A) It describes an assumption aboutthe GOP that
is defended in the course of the passage.

(B) It contributes to a discussion of the origins of
the GOP.

(C) It clarifies a common misconception about the
use of the GOP.

(0) It identifies a major flaw in the GOP.

(E) It suggests a revision to the method of
calculating the GOP.



(Al Refute an assertion that the calculations
involved in the GOP are relatively complex in
nature

(B) Indicate that the GOP is better suited to record
certain types of monetary transactions than
others

(C) Suggest that it is likely that the GOP will be
supplanted by other, more sophisticated
economic indicators

(O) Illustrate the point that the GOP has no way of
measuring the destructive impact of such things
as oil spills on the nation's economic well-being

(E) Exemplify an assertion that the GOP tends to
exaggerate the amount of commercial activity
generated by such things as oil spills

3.4 Read ing Com prehens ion Sample Que sti ons

(A) It masks social and environmental erosion more
fully than the chief economic indicators of other
nations.

(B) It is based on inaccurate estimations of the
prices of many goods and services.

(C) It overestimates the amount of commercial
activity that is generated in the United States.

(O) It is conducive to error because it conflates
distinct types of economic activity.

(E) It does not take into account the economic utility
of certain environmental and social conditions.
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Line Coral reefs are one of the most fragile , biologically
complex, and diverse marine ecosystems on Earth.
This ecosystem is one of the fascinating paradoxes
of the biosphere: how do clear, and thus nutrient-

(5) poor, waters support such prolific and productive
communities? Part of the answer lieswithin the
tissues of the corals themselves. Symbiotic cells of
algae known as zooxanthellae carry out
photosynthesis using the metabolic wastes of the

(10) corals, thereby producing food for themselves, for
their coral hosts, and even for othermembers of
the reef community. This symbiotic process allows
organisms in the reef community to use sparse
nutrient resources efficiently.

(15) Unfortunately for coral reefs, however, a variety
of human activities are causing worldwide
degradation of shallow marine habitats by adding
nutrients to the water. Agriculture, slash-and-burn
land clearing, sewage disposal, and manufacturing

(20) that creates waste by-products all increase nutrient
loads in these waters. Typical symptoms of reef
decline are destabilized herbivore populations and
an increasing abundance of algae and filter-feeding
animals. Declines in reef communities are

(25) consistent with observations that nutrient input is
increasing in direct proportion to growing human
populations, thereby threatening reef communities
sensitive to subtle changes in nutrient input to their
waters.
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Questions 7-1 1 refer to the passage above .

7. The passage is primarily concerned with

(A) describing the effects of human activities on
algae in coral reefs

(8) explaining how human activities are posing a
threat to coral reef communities

(C) discussing the process by which coral reefs
deteriorate in nutrient-poor waters

(D) explaining how coral reefs produce food for
themselves

(E) describing the abundance of algae and filter
feeding animals in coral reef areas

8. The passage suggests which of the following about
coral reef communities?

(A) Coral reef communities may actually be more
likely to thrive in waters that are relatively lowin
nutrients.

(8) The nutrients on which coral reef communities
thrive are only found in shallow waters.

(C) Human population growth has led to changing
ocean temperatures , which threatens coral reef
communities.

(D) The growthof coral reef communities tends to
destabilize underwater herbivore populations.

(E) Coral reef communities are more complex and
diverse than most ecosystems located on dry
land.

9. The author refers to "filter-feeding animals"
(lines 23-24) in order to

(A) provide an example of a characteristic sign of
reef deterioration

(8) explain how reef communities acquire
sustenance for survival

(C) identify a factor that helps herbivore populations
thrive

(D) indicate a cause of decreasing nutrient input in
waters that reefs inhabit

(E) identify members of coral reef communities that
rely on coral reefs for nutrients



10. According to the passage, which of the following is a
factor that is threatening the survival of coral reef
communities?

(A) The waters they inhabit contain few nutrient
resources.

(8) A decline in nutrient input is disrupting their
symbiotic relationship with zooxanthellae .

(C) The degraded waters of their marine habitats
have reduced their ability to carry out
photosynthesis .

(0) They are too biologically complex to survive in
habitats with minimal nutrient input.

(E) Waste by-products result in an increase in
nutrient inputto reef communities.

11. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
describes coral reef communities as paradoxical most
likely for which of the following reasons?

(A) They are thriving even though human activities
have depleted the nutrients in their environment.

(8) They are able to survive in spiteof an
overabundance of algae inhabiting their waters.

(C) They are able to survive in an environment with
limited food resources .

(0) Their metabolic wastes contribute to the
degradation of the waters that they inhabit.

(E) They are declining even when the water
surrounding them remains clear.

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions
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Line Although genetic mutations in bacteria and viruses
can lead to epidemics, some epidemics are caused
by bacteria and viruses that have undergone no
significant genetic change. In analyzing the latter,

(5) scientists have discovered the importance of social
and ecological factors to epidemics. Poliomyelitis,
for example, emerged as an epidemic in the United
States in the twentieth century; by then , modern
sanitation was able to delay exposure to polio until

(10) adolescenceor adulthood, at which time polio
infection produced paralysis. Previously, infection
had occurred during infancy, when it typically
provided lifelong immunity without paralysis. Thus,
the hygiene that helped prevent typhoid epidemics

(15) indirectly fostered a paralytic polio epidemic.
Another example is Lyme disease, which is caused
by bacteria that are transmitted by deer ticks. It
occurred only sporadically during the late
nineteenth century but has recently become

(20) prevalent in parts of the United States, largely due
to an increase in the deerpopulation that occurred
simultaneously with the growthof the suburbs and
increased outdoor recreational activities in the
deer's habitat. Simi larly, an outbreak of dengue

(25) hemorrhagic fever became an epidemic in Asia in
the 1950s because of ecological changes that
caused Aedes aegypti, the mosquito that transmits
the dengue virus, to proliferate. The stage is now
set in the United States for a dengue epidemic

(30) because of the inadvertent introduction and wide
dissemination of another mosquito, Aedes
albopictus.
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Questions 12-17 refer to th e passage above.

12. The passage suggests that a lack of modern
sanitationwould make which of the following most
likely to occur?

(A) An outbreak of Lyme disease

(8) An outbreak of dengue hemorrhagic fever

(C) An epidemic of typhoid

(D) An epidemic of paralytic polio among infants

(E) An epidemic of paralytic polio among
adolescents and adults

13. According to the passage, the outbreak of dengue
hemorrhagic fever in the 1950s occurred for which of
the following reason s?

(A) The mosquito Aedesaegyptiwas newly
introduced into Asia .

(8) The mosquito Aedes aegypti became more
numerous.

(C) The mosquito Aedes albopictus became infected
with the dengue virus.

(D) Individuals who would normally acquire immunity
to the dengue virus as infants were not infected
until later in life.

(E) More people began to visit and inhabit areas in
which mosquitoes live and breed.

14. It can be inferred from the passage that Lyme disease
has become prevalent in parts of the United States
because of which of the following?

(A) The inadvertent introduction of Lyme disease
bacteria to the United States

(8) The inability of modern sanitation methods to
eradicate Lyme disease bacteria

(C) A genetic mutation in Lyme disease bacteria that
makes them more virulent

(D) The spread of Lyme disease bacteria from
infected humans to noninfected humans

(E) An increase in the number of humans who
encounter deer ticks



15. Which of the following can most reasonably be
concluded aboutthe mosquito Aedes albopictus on
the basis of information given in the passage?

(A) It is native to the United States.

(8) It can proliferate only in Asia.

(C) It transmits the dengue virus.

(0) It caused an epidemic of dengue hemorrhagic
fever in the 1950s.

(E) It replaced Aedes aegypti in Asia when
ecological changes altered Aedes aegypti's
habitat.

16. Which of the following best describes the organization
of the passage?

(A) A paradox is stated, discussed, and left
unresolved.

(8) Two opposing explanations are presented,
argued, and reconciled.

(C) A theory is proposed and is then followed by
descriptions of three experiments that support
the theory.

(0) A general ization is stated and is then followed by
three instances that support the generalization.

(El An argument is described and is then followed
by three counterexamples that refute the
argument.

17. Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen
the author's assertion aboutthe cause of the Lyme
disease outbreak in the United States?

(A) The deer population was smaller in the late
nineteenth century than in the mid twentieth
century.

(8) Interest in outdoorrecreation began to grow in
the late nineteenth century.

(C) In recent years the suburbs have stopped
growing.

(0) Outdoor recreation enthusiasts routinely take
measures to protect themselves against Lyme
disease.

(E) Scientists have not yet developed a vaccine that
can prevent Lyme disease.

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions
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Line In 1994, a team of scientists led by David McKay
began studying the meteorite ALH84001 , which had
been discovered in Antarctica in 1984. Two years
later, the McKay team announced that ALH8400l,

(5) which scientists generally agree originated on Mars,
contained compelling evidence that life once
existed on Mars. This evidence includes the
discovery of organic molecules in ALH84001 , the
first ever found in Martian rock. Organic

(10) molecules-complex, carbon-based compounds
form the basis for terrestrial life. The organic
molecules found in ALH84001 are polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons, or PAHs. When microbes
die, their organic material often decays into PAHs.

(15) Skepticism about the McKay team's claim
remains, however. For example, ALH84001 has
been on Earth for 13,000years, suggesting to
some scientists that its PAHs mighthave resulted
from terrestrial contamination . However, McKay's

(20) team has demonstrated that the concentration of
PAHs increases as one looks deeper into
ALH8400l, contrary to whatone would expectfrom
terrestrial contamination. The skeptics' strongest
argument, however, is that processes unrelated to

(25) organic life can easily produce all the evidence
found by McKay's team, including PAHs. For
example, star formation produces PAHs. Moreover,
PAHs frequently appear in othermeteorites, and no
one attributes their presence to life processes. Yet

(30) McKay's team notes that the particular combination
of PAHs inALH84001 is more similar to the
combinations produced by decaying organisms than
to those originating from nonbiological processes.
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Questions 18-23 refer to the passage above .

18. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) describe new ways of studying the possibility
that life once existed on Mars

(B) revise a theory regarding the existence of life on
Mars in light of new evidence

(C) reconcile confl ictingviewpoints regarding the
possibility that life once existed on Mars

(0) evaluate a recently proposed argument
concerning the origin of ALH84001

(E) describe a controversy concerning the
significance of evidence from ALH84001

19. The passage asserts which of the following about the
claim that ALH84001 originated on Mars?

(A) It was initial ly proposed by the McKay team of
scientists.

(B) It is not a matter of widespread scientific
dispute.

(C) It has been questioned by some skeptics of the
McKay team's work.

(D) It has been undermined by recent work on PAHs.

(E) It is incompatible with the fact that ALH84001
has been on Earth for 13,000 years.

20. The passage suggests that the fact that ALH84001
has been on Earth for 13,000years has been used by
some scientists to supportwhich of the following
claims aboutALH84001?

(A) ALH84001 may not have originated on Mars.

(B) ALH84001 contains PAHs that arethe result of
nonbiological processes.

(e) ALH84001 may not have contained PAHs when it
landed on Earth.

(D) The organic molecules found inALH84001 are
not PAHs.

(E) The organic molecules found inALH84001 could
not be the resultof terrestrial contamination.



21. The passage suggests that if a meteorite contained
PAHs that were the result of terrestrial contamination,
then one would expect which of the following to be true?

(A) The meteorite would have been on Earth for
more than 13,000years.

(8) The meteorite would have originated from a
source otherthan Mars.

(C) The PAHs contained in the meteorite would have
originated from nonbiological processes.

(0) The meteorite would contain fewer PAHs than
most othermeteorites contain.

(E) The PAHs contained in the meteorite would be
concentrated toward the meteorite's surface.

22. Which of the following best describes the function of
the last sentence of the first paragraph?

(Al It identifies a possible organic source for the
PAHs found in ALH8400l.

(8) It describes a feature of PAHs that is not shared
by othertypes of organic molecules.

(C) It explains how a characteristic common to most
meteorites originates.

(0) It suggests how the terrestrial contamination of
ALH84001 mighthave taken place.

(E) It presents evidence that undermines the claim
that life once existed on Mars.

23. The passage suggests that McKay's team would agree
with which of the following regarding the PAHs
produced by nonorganic processes?

(A) These PAHs arenot likely to be found in any
meteorite that has been on Earth for 13,000
years or more.

(8) These PAHs arenot likely to be found in any
meteorite that originated from Mars.

(C) These PAHs arenot likely to be produced by star
formation.

(0) These PAHs are likely to be found in
combinations that distinguish them from the
PAHs produced by organic processes.

(E) These PAHs are likely to be found in fewer
meteorites than the PAHs produced by organic
processes.

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questi ons
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Line Homeostasis, ananimal's maintenance of certain
internal variables within an acceptable range,
particularly in extreme physical environments, has
longinterested biologists. The desert rat and the

(5) camel in the most water-deprived environments,
and marine vertebrates in an all-water environment,
encounter the same regulatory problem:
maintaining adequate internal fluid balance.

For desert rats and camels, the problem is
(10) conservation of water in an environment where

standing water is nonexistent, temperature is high,
and humidity is low. Despite thesehandicaps,
desert rats are able to maintain the osmotic
pressureof their blood, as well as their total body-

(1 5) water content, at approximately the same levels as
other rats. One countermeasure is behavioral: these
rats stay in burrows during the hot part of the day,
thus avoiding loss of fluid through panting or
sweating, which are regulatory mechanisms for

(20) maintaining interna l body temperature by
evaporative cooling. Also, desert rats' kidneys can
excrete a urine having twice as high a salt content
as seawater.

Camels, on the other hand, rely more on simple
(25) endurance. They cannot store water, and their

reliance on an entirely unexceptional kidney results
in a rate of water loss through renal function
significantly higher than that of desert rats. As a
result, camels must tolerate losses in body water of

(30) up to 30 percent of their body weight.
Nevertheless, camels do rely on a special
mechanism to keep water loss within a tolerable
range: by sweating and panting only when their
body temperature exceeds that which would kill a

(35) human, they conserve internal water.
Marinevertebrates experience difficulty with

their water balance because though there is no
shortage of seawater to drink, they must drink a lot
of it to maintain their internal fluid balance. But the

(40) excess salts from the seawater must be discharged
somehow, and the kidneys of most marine
vertebrates are unable to excrete a urine in which
the salts are more concentrated than in seawater.
Most of these animals have special salt-secreting

(45) organs outside the kidney that enable them to
eliminate excess salt.
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Questions 24-26 refer to the pa ssage above .

24. Which of the following most accurately states the
purpose of the passage?

(A) To compare two different approaches to the
study of homeostasis

(8) To summarize the findingsof several studies
regarding organisms' maintenance of internal
variables in extreme environments

(C) To argue for a particular hypothesis regarding
various organisms' conservation of water in
desert environments

(D) To cite examples of how homeostasis is
achieved by various organisms

(E) To defend a new theory regarding the
maintenance of adequate fluid balance

25. It can be inferred from the passage that some
mechanisms that regulate internal body temperature,
like sweating and panting, can lead to which of the
following?

(A) A rise in the external bodytemperature

(8) A drop in the body's internal fluid level

(C) A decrease in the osmotic pressure of the blood

(D) A decrease in the amount of renal water loss

(E) A decrease in the urine's salt content



26. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
characterizes the camel's kidney as "entirely
unexceptional" (line 26) primarily to emphasize that it

(A) functions much as the kidney of a rat functions

(8) does not aid the camel in coping with the
exceptional water loss resulting from the
extreme conditions of its environment

(e) does not enable the camel to excrete as much
salt as do the kidneys of marine vertebrates

(D) is similar in structure to the kidneys of most
mammals living in water-deprived environments

(E) requires the help of other organs in eliminating
excess salt

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions
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Line The new school of political historythat emerged in
the 1960sand 1970s sought to go beyond the
traditional focus of political historians on leaders
and government institutions by examining directly

(5) the political practices of ordinarycitizens. Like the
old approach, however, this new approach excluded
women. The very techniques these historians used
to uncover mass political behavior in the nineteenth
century United States-quantitative analyses of

(10) election returns, for example-were useless in
analyzing the political activities of women, who
were denied the vote until 1920.

Byredefining "political activity," historian Paula
Baker has developed a political history that includes

(15) women. She concludes that among ordinary
citizens, political activism by women in the
nineteenth century prefigured trends in twentieth
century politics. Defining "politics" as "any action
taken to affect the course of behavior of

(20) government or of the community," Baker concludes
that, while voting and holding office were restricted
to men, women in the nineteenth century organized
themselves into societies committed to social
issues such as temperance and poverty. In other

(25) words, Baker contends, women activists were early
practitioners of nonpartisan, issue-oriented politics
and thus were more interested in enlisting
lawmakers, regardless of their party affiliation, on
behalf of certain issues than in ensuring that one

(30) party or another won an election. In the twentieth
century, more men drew closer to women's ideas
about politics and took up modes of issue-oriented
politics that Baker sees women as having
pioneered.
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Questions 27-32 refer to the passage above.

27. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) enumerate reasons why both traditional
scholarly methods and newer scholarly methods
have limitations

(8) identifya shortcoming in a scholarly approach
and describe an alternative approach

(C) provide empirical data to supporta long-held
scholarly assumption

(D) compare two scholarly publ ications on the basis
of their authors' backgrounds

(E) attempt to provide a partial answer to a long
standing scholarly dilemma

28. The passage suggests which of the following
concerning the techniques used by the new political
historians described in the first paragraph of the
passage?

(A) They involved the extensive use of the
biographies of political party leaders and
political theoretic ians.

(B) They were conceived by political historians who
were reacting against the political climates of
the 1960s and 1970s.

(C) They were of more use in analyzing the positions
of United States political parties in the
nineteenth century than in analyzing the
positions of those in the twentieth century.

(D) They were of more use in analyzing the political
behavior of nineteenth-century voters than in
analyzing the political activities of those who
could not vote during that period.

(E) They were devised as a means of tracing the
influence of nineteenth-century political trends
on twentieth-century political trends.



29. It can be inferred that the author of the passage
quotes Baker directly in the second paragraph
primarily in order to

(A) clarifya position before providing an alternative
to that position

(B) differentiate between a novel definition and
traditional definitions

(C) provide an example of a point agreed on by
differentgenerations of scholars

(0) provide an example of the prose style of an
important historian

(El amplify a definition given in the first paragraph

30. According to the passage, Paula Baker and the new
political historians of the 1960sand 1970s shared
which of the following?

(A) A commitment to interestgroup politics

(B) A disregard for political theory and ideology

(C) An interestin the ways in which nineteenth
century politics prefigured contemporary politics

(0) A reliance on such quantitative techniques as the
analysis of election returns

(E) An emphasis on the political involvement of
ordinary citizens

3.4 Reading Compreh en sion Samp le Questions

31. Which of the following best describes the structure of
the first paragraph of the passage?

(A) Two scholarly approaches are compared, and a
shortcoming common to both is identified.

(B) Two rival schools of thought are contrasted, and
a third is alluded to.

(C) An outmoded scholarly approach is described,
and a corrective approach is called for.

(0) An argument is outlined, and counterarguments
are mentioned.

(E) A historical era is described in termsof its
political trends.

32. The information in the passage suggests thata pre
1960spolitical historian would have been most likely
to undertakewhich of thefollowing studies?

(A) An analysis of voting trends among women
voters of the 1920s

(B) A studyof male voters' gradual ideological shift
from party politics to issue-oriented politics

(C) A biography of an influential nineteenth-century
minister of foreign affairs

(0) An analysis of narratives written by previously
unrecognized women activists

(E) A studyof voting trends among naturalized
immigrant laborers in a nineteenth-century
logging camp
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Line At the end of the nineteenth century, a rising
interest in Native American customs and an
increasing desire to understand Native American
culture prompted ethnologists to begin recording

(5) the life stories of Native Americans. Ethnologists
had a distinct reason for wanting to hear the
stories: theywere after linguistic or anthropological
data that would supplement their own field
observations, and they believed that the personal

(10) stories, even of a single individual, could increase
their understanding of the cultures that they had
been observing from without. In addition many
ethnologists at the turn of the century believed that
Native American manners and customswere rapidly

(15) disappearing, and that it was importantto preserve
for posterityas much information as could be
adequately recorded before the cultures
disappeared forever.

There were, however, arguments against this
(20) method as a way of acquiring accurate and

complete information. Franz Boas, for example,
described autobiographies as being "of limited
value, and useful chiefly for the study of the
perversion of truth by memory," while Paul Radin

(25) contended that investigators rarely spent enough
time with the tribes theywere observing, and
inevitably derived results too tinged by the
investigator's own emotional tone to be reliable.

Even moreimportantly, as these life stories
(30) moved from the traditional oral mode to recorded

written form, much was inevitably lost. Editors often
decided whatelements were significant to the field
research on a given tribe. Native Americans
recognized that the essence of their lives could not

(35) be communicated in English and that events that
theythought significant were often deemed
unimportant by their interviewers. Indeed, the very
act of telling their stories could force Native
American narrators to distort their cultures, as

(40) taboos had to be broken to speak the names of
dead relatives crucial to their family stories.

Despite all of this, autobiography remains a
useful tool for ethnological research: such personal
reminiscences and impressions, incomplete as they

(45) may be, are likely to throw more light on the
working of the mind and emotions than any amount
of speculation from an ethnologist or ethnological
theorist from another culture.

34

Questions 33-38 refer to the passage above.

33. Which of the following best describes the organization
of the passage?

(A) The historical backgrounds of two currently
used research methods are chronicled.

(B) The validity of the data collected by using two
different research methods is compared .

(C) The usefulness of a research method is
questioned and then a new method is proposed.

(D) The use of a research method is described and
the limitations of the results obtained are
discussed.

(E) A research method is evaluated and the changes
necessary for its adaptation to other subject
areas are discussed.

34. Which of the following is most similar to the actions of
nineteenth-century ethnologists in their editing of the
life stories of Native Americans?

(A) A witness in a jury trial invokes the Fifth
Amendment in order to avoid relating personally
incriminating evidence.

(8) A stockbroker refuses to divulge the source of
her information on the possible future increase
in a stock's value.

(C) A sports announcer describes the action in a
team sport with which he is unfamiliar.

(D) A chef purposely excludes the special ingredient
from the recipe of his prizewinning dessert.

(E) A politician fails to mention in a campaign
speech the similarities in the positions held by
her opponent for political office and by herself.



35. According to the passage, collecting life stories can
be a useful methodology because

(A) life stories provide deeper insights into a culture
than the hypothesizing of academics who are
not members of that culture

(8) life stories can be collected easily and they are
not subject to invalid interpretations

(C) ethnologists have a limited number of research
methods from which to choose

(0) life stories make it easy to distinguish between
the important and unimportant features of a
culture

(E) the collection of life stories does not require a
culturally knowledgeable investigator

36. Information in the passage suggests that which of the
following may be a possible way to eliminate bias in
the editing of life stories?

(A) Basing all inferences made about the culture on
an ethnological theory

(B) Eliminating all of the emotion laden information
reported by the informant

(C) Translating the informant's words into the
researcher's language

(0) Reducing the number of questions and carefully
specifying the content of the questions that the
investigator can ask the informant

(E) Reporting allof the information that the informant
provides regardless of the investigator's personal
opinion about its intrinsic value

3.4 Reading Comprehens ion Sample Questi o ns

37. The primary purpose of thepassage as a whole is to

(A) question an explanation

(B) correct a misconception

(C) critique a methodology

(0) discreditan idea

(E) clarify an ambiguity

38. It can be inferred from the passage that a
characteristic of the ethnological research on Native
Americans conducted during the nineteenth century
was the use of which of the following?

(A) Investigators fami liarwith the culture under
study

(B) A language other than the informant's for
recording life stories

(C) Life stories as the ethnologist's primary source
of information

(0) Complete transcriptions of informants'
descriptions of tribal beliefs

(E) Stringent guidelines for the preservation of
cultural data
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Line Seeking a competitive advantage, some
professional service firms (for example, firms
providing advertising, accounting, or health care
services) have considered offering unconditional

(5) guarantees of satisfaction. Such guarantees specify
whatclients can expectand what the firm will do if
it fails to fulfill these expectations. Particularly with
first-time clients, an unconditional guarantee can be
an effective marketing tool if the client is very

(10) cautious, the firm's fees are high, the negative
consequences of bad service are grave, or
business is difficult to obtain through referrals and
word-of-mouth.

However, an unconditional guarantee can
(15) sometimes hinder marketing efforts. With its

implication that failure is possible, the guarantee
may, paradoxically, cause clients to doubt the
service firm's ability to deliver the promised level of
service. It may conflict with a firm's desire to

(20) appear sophisticated, or mayeven suggest that a
firm is begging for business. In legal and health care
services, it may mislead clients by suggesting that
lawsuits or medical procedures will have
guaranteed outcomes. Indeed, professional service

(25) firms with outstanding reputations and performance
to match have little to gain from offering
unconditional guarantees . And any firm that
implements an unconditional guarantee without
undertaking a commensurate commitment to

(30) quality of service is merely employing a potentially
costly marketing gimmick.

36

Questions 39-44 refer to the passage above.

39. The primary function of the passage as a whole is to

(A) account for the popularity of a practice

(8) evaluate the utility of a practice

(C) demonstrate howto institute a practice

(0) weigh the ethics of using a strategy

(E) explain the reasons for pursuing a strategy

40. All of the following are mentioned in the passage as
circumstances in which professional service firms can
benefit from offering an unconditional guarantee
EXCEPT:

(A) The firm is having difficulty retaining its clients
of long standing.

(8) Thefirm is having difficulty getting business
through client recommendations.

(C) The firm charges substantial fees for its
services.

(0) The adverse effects of poor performance by the
firm are significant for the client.

(E) The client is reluctant to incur risk.

41. Which of the following is-cited in the passage as a goal
of some professiona l service firms in offering
unconditional guarantees of satisfaction?

(A) A limit on the firm's liability

(8) Successful competition against other firms

(C) Ability to justify fee increases

(0) Attainment of an outstanding reputation in a field

(E) Improvement in the quality of the firm's service



42. The passage's description of the issue raised by
unconditional guarantees for health care or legal
services most clearly implies that which of the
following is true?

(A) The legal and medical professions have
standards of practice that would beviolated by
attempts to fulfill such unconditional guarantees.

(8) The result of a lawsuit or medical procedure
cannot necessarily be determined in advance by
the professionals handling a client's case.

(C) The dignity of the legal and medical professions
is undermined by any attempts at marketing of
professional services, including unconditional
guarantees.

(0) Clients whose lawsuits or medical procedures
have unsatisfactory outcomes cannot be
adequately compensated by financial
settlements alone.

(E) Predicting the monetary cost of legal or health
care services is more difficult than predicting
the monetary cost of other types of professional
services.

43. Which of the following hypothetical situations best
exemplifies the potential problem noted in the second
sentence of the second paragraph (lines 15-19)?

(A) A physician's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction encourages patients to sue for
malpractice if theyare unhappy with the
treatment they receive.

(8) A lawyer's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction makes clients suspect that the
lawyer needs to find new clients quickly to
increase the firm's income.

(C) A business consultant's unconditional guarantee
of satisfaction is undermined when the
consultant fails to provide all of the services
that are promised.

(0) An architect's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction makes clients wonder howoften the
architect's buildings fail to please clients.

(E) An accountant's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction leads clients to believe that tax
returns prepared by the accountant are certain
to be accurate.

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Que stions

44. The passage most clearly implies which of the
following aboutthe professional service firms
mentioned in lines 24-27?

(A) They are unlikely to have offered unconditional
guarantees of satisfaction in the past.

(8) They are usually profitable enough to be able to
compensate clients according to the terms of an
unconditional guarantee.

(C) They usually practice in fields in which the
outcomes are predictable.

(0) Their fees are usually more affordable than those
charged by otherprofessional service firms.

(E) Their clients are usually already satisfied with
the quality of service that is delivered.
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Line In a 1918 editorial, W. E. B. Du Bois advised African Questions 45-49 refer to th e passage above.

Americans to stop agitating for equality and to
proclaim their solidarity with White Americans for 45. The passage is primarily concerned with
the duration of the FirstWorld War. The editorial

(5) surprised many African Americans who viewed (A) identifying historical circumstances that led

Du Bois as an uncompromising African American Du Bois to alter his long-term goals

leader and a chief opponent of the accommodationist (B) defining "accommodationism" and showing how
tactics urged by Booker T. Washington . In fact, Du Bois used this strategy to achieve certain
however, Du Bois often shifted positions along the goals

(10) continuum between Washington and (C) accounting for a particular position adopted by
confrontationists such as William Trotter. In 1895, Du Bois during the FirstWorld War
when Washington called on African Americans to (D) contesting the view that Du Bois was significantly
concentrate on improving their communities instead influenced by eitherWashington or Trotter
of opposing discrimination and agitating for political

(E) assessing the effectiveness of a strategy that(15) rights, Du Bois praised Washington's speech. In
1903, however, Du Bois aligned himself with Trotter, Du Bois urged African Americans to adopt

Washington's militant opponent, less for ideological
46. The passage indicates which of the following aboutreasons than because Trotter had described to him

Washington's efforts to silence those in the African Du Bois's attitude toward Washington?

(20) American press who opposed Washington's (A) It underwent a shift during the FirstWorld War as
positions. Du Bois became more sympathetic with Trotter's

Du Bois's wartime position thus reflected not a views.
change in his long-term goals but rather a

(B) It underwent a shift in 1903 for reasons otherpragmatic response in the face of social pressures:
(25) government officials had threatened African

than Du Bois's disagreement with Washington's

American journalists with censorship if they
accommodationist views.

continued to voice grievances. Furthermore, (C) It underwent a shift as Du Bois made a long-term

Du Bois believed that African Americans' commitment to the strategy of accommodation.

contributions to pastwar efforts had brought them (D) It remained consistently positive even though
(30) some legal and political advances. Du Bois's Du Bois disagreed with Washington's efforts to

accommodation ismdid not last, however. Upon control the African American press.
learning of systematic discrimination experienced (E) It was shaped primarily by Du Bois's appreciation
by African Americans in the military, hecalled on of Washington's pragmatic approach to the
them to "return fighting" from the war. advancement of the interests of African

Americans.
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47. The passage suggests which of the following about
the contributions of African Americans to the United
States war effort during the FirstWorld War?

(A) The contributions were made largely in response
to Du Bois's 1918 editorial.

(B) The contributions had much the same effect as
African Americans' contributions to previous
wars.

(C) The contributions did not end discrimination
against African Americans in the military.

(D) The contributions were made in protest against
Trotter's confrontationist tactics.

(E) The contributions were made primarily by civil
rights activists who returned to activism after
the war.

48. The author of the passage refers to Washington's call
to African Americans in 1895 primarily in order to

(A) identify Du Bois's characteristic position on the
continuum between accommodationism and
confrontationism

(B) explain why Du Bois was sympathetic with
Washington's views in 1895

(C) clarify how Trotter's views differed from those of
Washington in 1895

(D) support an assertion aboutDu Bois's tendency
to shift his political positions

(E) dismiss the claim that Du Bois's position in his
1918 editorial was consistent with his previous
views

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions

49. According to the passage, which of the following is
true of the strategythat Du Bois's 1918 editorial urged
African Americans to adoptduring the First World War?

(A) It was a strategy that Du Bois had consistently
rejected in the past.

(8) It represented a compromise between Du Bois's
own views and those of Trotter.

(C) It represented a significant redefinition of the
long-term goals Du Bois held prior to the war.

(D) It was advocated by Du Bois in response to his
recognition of the discrimination faced by
African Americans during the war.

(E) It was advocated by Du Bois in part because of
his historical knowledge of gains African
Americans had made during pastwars.
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Line The fact that superior service can generate a Questions 50-55 refer to the passage above.

competitive advantage for a company does not
mean that every attemptat improving service will 50. The primary purpose of the passage is to
create such anadvantage. Investments in service,

(5) like those in production and distribution, must be (A) contrast possible outcomes of a type of

balanced against other types of investments on the business investment

basis of direct, tangible benefits such as cost (8) suggest morecareful evaluation of a type of
reduction and increased revenues. If a company is business investment
already effectively on a par with its competitors (C) illustrate various ways in which a type of

(10) because it provides service that avoids a damaging business investment could fail to enhance
reputation and keeps customers from leaving at an revenues
unacceptable rate, then investment in higher (D) trace the general problems of a company to a
service levels maybe wasted, since service is a certain type of business investment
deciding factor for customers only in extreme

(E) criticize the way in which managers tend to(15) situations.
This truth was not apparent to managers of one ana lyze the costs and benefits of business

regional bank, which failed to improve its investments

competitive position despite its investment in
51. According to the passage, investments in service arereducing the time a customer had to wait for a

(20) teller. The bank managers did not recognize the comparable to investments in production and

level of customer inertia in the consumer banking distribution in terms of the

industry that arises from the inconvenience of (A) tangibility of the benefits that they tend to confer
switching banks. Nor did they analyze their service

(8) increased revenues that theyultimately produceimprovement to determine whether it would attract
(25) new customers by producing a new standard of (C) basis on which they need to be weighed

service that would excite customers or by proving (D) insufficient analysis that managers devote to
difficult for competitors to copy. The only merit of them
the improvement was that it could easily be (E) degree of competitive advantage that theyare
described to customers. likely to provide

52. The passage suggests which of the following about
service provided by the regional bank prior to its
investment in enhancing that service?

(Al It enabled the bank to retain customers at an
acceptable rate.

(8) It threatened to weaken the bank's competitive
position with respect to other regional banks.

(C) It had already been improved after having
caused damage to the bank's reputation in the
past.

(D) It was slightly superior to that of the bank's
regional competitors.

(E) It needed to be improved to attain parity with
the service provided by competing banks.
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53. The passage suggests that bank managers failed to
consider whether or not the service improvement
mentioned in lines 18-2 0

(A) was too complicated to be easily described to
prospective customers

(8) made a measurable change in the experiences
of customers in the bank's offices

(C) could be sustained if the number of customers
increased significantly

(D) was an innovation that competing banks could
have imitated

(E) was adequate to bring the bank's general level
of service to a level that was comparable with
thatof its competitors

54. The discussion of the regional bank in the second
paragraph serves which of the following functions
within the passage as a who le?

(A) It describes an exceptional case in which
investment in service actually failed to produce
a competitive advantage.

(B) It illustrates the pitfalls of choosing to invest in
service at a time when investment is needed
more urgently in another area.

(C) It demonstrates the kind of analysis that
managers apply when theychoose one kind of
service investment over another.

(D) It supports the argument that investments in
certain aspects of service are more
advantageous than investments in other aspects
of service.

(E) It provides an example of the point about
investment in service made in the first
paragraph.

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions

55. The author uses the word "only" in line 27 most likely
in order to

(A) highlight the oddity of the service improvement

(8) emphasize the relatively low value of the
investment in service improvement

(C) distinguish the primaryattribute of the service
improvement from secondary attributes

(0) single out a certain merit of the service
improvement from other merits

(E) pointout the limited duration of the actual
service improvement
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Line In an attempt to improve the overall performance of
clerical workers, many companies have introduced
computerized performance monitoring and control
systems (CPMCS) that record and report a worker's

(5) computer-driven activities. However, at least one
study has shown that such monitoring may not be
having the desired effect. In the study, researchers
asked monitored clerical workers and their
supervisors how assessments of productivity

(10) affected supervisors' ratings of workers'
performance. In contrastto unmonitored workers
doing the same work, who without exception
identified the most important element in their jobs
as customer service, the monitored workers and

(15) their supervisors all responded that productivity
was the critical factor in assigning ratings. This
finding suggested that there should have been a
strong correlation between a monitored worker's
productivity and the overall rating the worker

(20) received. However, measures of the relationship
between overall rating and individual elements of
performance clearly supported the conclusion that
supervisors gave considerable weight to criteria
such as attendance, accuracy, and indications of

(25) customer satisfaction.
It is possible that productivity may be a

"hygiene factor"; that is, if it is too low, it will hurt
the overall rating. But the evidence suggests that
beyond the point at which productivity becomes

(30) "good enough," higher productivity per se is unlikely
to improve a rating.
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Quest ions 56-60 refer to the passage above.

56. According to the passage, before the final results of
the studywere known, which of the following seemed
likely?

(A) That workers with the highest productivity would
also be the most accurate

(B) That workers who initially achieved high
productivity ratings would continue to do so
consistently

(C) That the highest performance ratings would be
achieved by workers with the highest
productivity

(D) Thatthe most productive workers would be
those whose supervisors claimed to value
productivity

(E) That supervisors who claimed to value
productivity would place equal value on
customer satisfaction

57. It can be inferred that the author of the passage
discusses "unmonitored workers" (line 11) primarily in
order to

(A) compare the ratings of these workers with the
ratings of monitored workers

(8) provide an example of a case in which
monitoring might be effective

(C) provide evidence of an inappropriate use of
CPMCS

(D) emphasize the effect that CPMCS may have on
workers' perceptions of their jobs

(E) illustrate the effect that CPMCS may have on
workers' ratings



58. Which of the following, if true, would most clearly have
supported the conclusion referred to in lines 22-25?

(A) Ratings of productivity correlated highly with
ratings of both accuracy and attendance.

(B) Electronic monitoring greatly increased
productivity.

(C) Most supervisors based overall ratings of
performance on measures of productivity alone.

(0) Overall ratings of performance correlated more
highly with measures of productivity than the
researchers expected.

(E) Overall ratings of performance correlated more
highly with measures of accuracy than with
measures of productivity.

59. According to the passage, a "hygiene factor" (line 27)
is an aspectof a worker's performance that

(A) has no effect on the rating of a worker's
performance

(8) is so basic to performance that it is assumed to
be adequate for all workers

(C) is given less importance than it deserves in
rating a worker's performance

(0) is not likely to affect a worker's rating unless it is
judged to be inadequate

(E) is importantprimarily because of the effect it
has on a worker's rating

60. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) explain the need for the introduction of an
innovative strategy

(B) discuss a studyof the use of a particular
method

(C) recommend a course of action

(0) resolve a difference of opinion

(E) suggest an alternative approach

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions
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Line Neotropical coastal mangrove forests are usually
"zonal," with certain mangrove species found
predominantly in the seaward portion of the habitat
and other mangrove species on the more landward

(5) portions of the coast. The earliest research on
mangrove forests produced descriptions of species
distribution from shore to land, without exploring
the causes of the distributions.

The idea that zonation is caused by plant
(10) succession was first expressed by J. H. Davis in a

study of Florida mangrove forests. According to
Davis' scheme, the shoreline is being extended in a
seaward direction because of the "land-building" role
of mangroves, which, by trapping sediments over

(15) time, extend the shore. As a habitat gradually
becomes more inland as the shore extends, the
"land-building" species are replaced. This continuous
process of accretion and succession would be
interrupted onlyby hurricanes or storm flushings.

(20) Recently the universal application of Davis'
succession paradigm has been challenged. It
appears that in areas where weak currents and
weak tidal energies allow the accumulation of
sediments, mangroves will follow land formation

(25) and accelerate the rate of soil accretion;
succession will proceed according to Davis'
scheme. But on stable coastlines, the distribution of
mangrove species results in other patterns of
zonation; "land building" doesnot occur.

(30) To find a principle that explains the various
distribution patterns, several researchers have
looked to salinity and its effects on mangroves.
While mangroves can develop in fresh water, they
can also thrive in salinities as high as 2.5 times that

(35) of seawater. However, those mangrove species
found in freshwater habitats do well only in the
absence of competition, thus suggesting that
salinity tolerance is a critical factor in competitive
success among mangrove species. Research

(40) suggests that mangroves will normally dominate
highly saline regions, although not because they
require salt. Rather, they are metabolically efficient
(and hence grow well) in portions of an environment
whose high salinity excludes plants adapted to

(45) lower salinities. Tides create differentdegrees of
salinity along a coastline. The characteristic
mangrove species of each zone should exhibit a
highermetabolic efficiency at that salinity
than will any potential invader, including other

(50) species of mangrove.
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Questions 61-63 refer to the passage above.

61. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) refute the idea that the zonation exhibited in
mangrove forests is caused by adaptation to
salinity

(B) describe the pattern of zonation typically found
in Florida mangrove forests

(C) argue that Davis' succession paradigm cannot be
successfully applied to Florida mangrove forests

(D) discuss hypotheses that attempt to explain the
zonation of coastal mangrove forests

(E) establish that plants that do well in saline forest
environments require salt to achieve maximum
metabolic efficiency

62. According to the passage, the earliest research on
mangrove forests produced which of the following?

(A) Data that implied random patterns of mangrove
species distribution

(B) Descriptionsof species distributions suggesting
zonation

(C) Descriptions of the development of mangrove
forests over time

(D) Reclassification of species formerly thought to
be identical

(E) Data that confirmed the "land-building" role of
mangroves



63. It can be inferred from the passage that Davis'
paradigm does NOT apply to which of the following?

(A) The shoreline of Florida mangrove forests first
studied by Davis

(B) A shoreline in an area with weak currents

(e) A shoreline in an area with weak tidal energy

(O) A shoreline extended by "land-building" species
of mangroves

(El A shorel ine in which few sediments can
accumulate

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions
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Line Findings from several studies on corporate mergers
and acquisitions during the 1970s and 1980s raise
questions aboutwhy firms initiate and consummate
such transactions. One study showed, for example,

(5) that acquiring firms were on average unable to
maintain acquired firms' pre-merger levels of
profitability. A second studyconcluded that post
acquisition gains to most acquiring firms were not
adequate to cover the premiums paid to obtain

(10) acquired firms. A third demonstrated that, following
the announcement of a prospective merger, the
stock of the prospective acquiring firm tends to
increase in value much less than does that of the
firm for which it bids. Yet mergers and acquisitions

(15) remain common, and bidders continue to assert
that their objectives are economic ones.
Acquisitions may well have the desirable effect of
channeling a nation's resources efficiently from less
to more efficientsectors of its economy, but the

(20) individual acquisitions executives arranging these
deals must see them as advancing eithertheir own
or their companies' private economic interests. It
seems that factors having litt le to do with corporate
economic interests explain acquisitions. These

(25) factors may include the incentive compensation of
executives, lack of monitoring by boards of
directors, and managerial error in estimating the
value of firms targeted for acquisition. Alternatively,
the acquisition acts of bidders may derive from

(30) model ing: a manager does whatother managers do.
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Questions 64-70 refer to the passage above.

64. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) review research demonstrating the benefits of
corporate mergers and acquisitions and
examine some of the drawbacks that acquisition
behavior entails

(8) contrast the effects of corporate mergers and
acquisitions on acquiring firms and on firms that
are acquired

(C) report findings that raise questions abouta
reason for corporate mergers and acquisitions
and suggest possible alternative reasons

(D) explain changes in attitude on the part of
acquiring firms toward corporate mergers and
acquisitions

(E) account for a recentdecline in the rate of
corporate mergers and acquisitions

65. The findings cited in the passage suggest which of the
following aboutthe outcomes of corporate mergers
and acquisitions with respect to acquiring firms?

(A) They include a decrease in value of many
acquiring firms' stocks.

(8) They tend to be more beneficial for small firms
than for large firms.

(C) They do not fulfill the professed goals of most
acquiring firms.

(D) They tend to be beneficial to such firms in the
long term even though apparently detrimental in
the short term.

(E) They discourage many such firms from
attempting to make subsequent bids and
acquisitions.



66. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
wou ld be most likely to agree with which of the
following statements about corporate acquisitions?

(A) Their known benefits to national economies
explain their appeal to individual firms during the
1970s and 1980s.

(8) Despite their adverse impact on some firms,
they are the best way to channel resources from
less to more productive sectors of a nation's
economy.

(C) They are as likely to occur because of poor
monitoring by boards of directorsas to be
caused by incentive compensation for
managers.

(D) They will be lessprevalent in the future, since
their actual effects will gain wider recognition.

(E) Factors otherthan economic benefit to the
acquiring firm help to explain the frequency with
which they occur.

67. The author of the passage mentions the effect of
acquisitions on national economies most probably in
order to

(A) provide an explanation for the mergers and
acquisitions of the 1970s and 1980soverlooked
by the findings discussed in the passage

(B) suggest that national economic interests played
an important role in the mergers and
acquisitions of the 1970s and 1980s

(C) supporta noneconomic explanation for the
mergers and acquisitions of the 1970s and
1980sthat was cited earlier in the passage

(D) cite and pointout the inadequacy of one possible
explanation for the prevalence of mergers and
acquisitions during the 1970s and 1980s

(E) explain how modeling affected the decisions
made by managers involved in mergers and
acquisitions during the 1970s and 1980s

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Questions

68. According to the passage, during the 1970s and
1980sbidding firms differed from the firms for which
they bid in that bidding firms

(A) tended to be more profitable before a merger
than after a merger

(8) were more often concerned about the impact of
acquisitions on national economies

(C) were run by managers whose actions were
modeled on those of other managers

(D) anticipated greatereconomic advantages from
prospective mergers

(E) experienced less of an increase in stock value
when a prospective merger was announced

69. According to the passage, which of the following was
true of corporate acquisitions that occurred during the
1970s and 1980s?

(A) Few of the acquisitions that firms made were
subsequently divested.

(8) Mostsuch acquisitions produced only small
increases in acquired firms' levels of profitability.

(C) Most such acquisitions were based on an
overestimation of the value of target firms.

(D) The gains real ized by most acquiringfirms did
not equal the amounts expended in acquiring
target firms.

(E) About half of such acquisitions led to long-term
increases in the value of acquiring firms' stocks.

70. The author of the passage implies that which of the
following is a possible partial explanation for
acquisition behavior during the 1970s and 1980s?

(A) Managers wished to imitate other managers
primarily because they saw howfinancially
beneficial other firms' acquisitions were.

(B) Managers miscalculated the value of firms that
were to be acquired.

(C) Lack of consensus within boards of directors
resulted in their imposing conflicting goals on
managers.

(D) Total compensation packages for managers
increased during that period.

(E) The value of bidding firms' stock increased
significantly when prospective mergers were
announced.
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Line Caffeine, the stimulant in coffee, has been called
"the most widely used psychoactive substance on
Earth." Snyder, Daly, and Bruns have recently
proposed that caffeine affects behavior by

(5) countering the activity in the human brain of a
naturally occurring chemical called adenosine.
Adenosine normally depresses neuron firing in many
areas of the brain. It apparently does this by
inhibiting the release of neurotransmitters,

(10) chemicals that carry nerve impulses from one
neuron to the next.

Like many other agents that affect neuron
firing, adenosine must first bind to specific
receptors on neuronal membranes. There are at

(15) least two classes of these receptors, which have
been designated Aj and A2. Snyder et al. propose
that caffeine, which is structurally similar to
adenosine, is able to bind to both types of
receptors, which prevents adenosine from attaching

(20) there and allows the neurons to fire more readi ly
than theyotherwise would.

For many years, caffeine's effects have been
attributed to its inhibition of the production of
phosphodiesterase, an enzyme that breaks down

(25) the chemical called cyclic AMP. A number of
neurotransmitters exert their effects by first
increasing cyclic AMP concentrations in target
neurons. Therefore, prolonged periods at the
elevated concentrations, as might be brought about

(30) by a phosphodiesterase inhibitor, could lead to a
greater amount of neuron firing and, consequently,
to behavioral stimulation. But Snyder et al. point out
that the caffeine concentrations needed to inhibit
the productionof phosphodiesterase in the brain

(35) are much higher than those that produce
stimulation. Moreover, other compounds that block
phosphodiesterase's activity are not stimulants.

To buttress their case that caffeine acts
instead by preventing adenosine binding, Snyder et

(40) al. compared the stimulatory effects of a series of
caffeinederivatives with their abilityto dislodge
adenosine from its receptors in the brains of mice.
"In general," they reported, "the ability of the
compounds to compete at the receptors correlates

(45) with their ability to stimulate locomotion in the
mouse; i.e., the highertheir capacity to bind at the
receptors, the higher their ability to stimulate
locomotion." Theophylline, a close structural relative
of caffeine and the majorstimulant in tea, was one

(50) of the most effective compounds in both regards.
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Line There were some apparent exceptions to the
general correlation observed between adenosine
receptor binding and stimulation. One of these was
a compound called 3-isobutyl-l-methylxanthine

(55) (IBMX), which bound very well but actually
depressed mouse locomotion. Snyder et al. suggest
that this is not a major stumbling block to their
hypothesis. The problem is that the compound has
mixed effects in the brain, a not unusual occurrence

(60) with psychoactive drugs. Even caffeine, which is
generally known onlyfor its stimulatory effects,
displays this property, depressing mouse
locomotion at very low concentrations and
stimulating it at higher ones.



Questions 71-76 refer to the passage above.

71. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) discuss a plan for investigation of a phenomenon
that is not yet fully understood

(B) present two explanations of a phenomenon and
reconcile the differences between them

(C) summarize two theories and suggest a third
theory that overcomes the problems
encountered in the first two

(D) describe an alternative hypothesis and provide
evidence and arguments that support it

(E) challenge the valid ity of a theory by exposing the
inconsistencies and contradictions in it

72. According to Snyder et aI., caffeine differs from
adenosine in that caffeine

(A) stimulates behavior in the mouse and in humans,
whereas adenosine stimulates behavior in
humans only

(8) has mixed effects in the brain, whereas
adenosine has onlya stimulatory effect

(C) increases cyclic AMP concentrations in target
neurons, whereas adenosine decreases such
concentrations

(D) permits release of neurotransmitters when it is
bound to adenosine receptors, whereas
adenosine inhibits such release

(E) inhibits both neuron firing and the production of
phosphodiesterase when there is a sufficient
concentration in the brain, whereas adenosine
inhibits onlyneuron firing

73. In response to experimental results concerning IBMX,
Snyder et al. contended that it is not uncommon for
psychoactive drugs to have

(A) mixed effects in the brain

(8) inhibitory effects on enzymes in the brain

(C) close structural relationships with caffeine

(D) depressive effects on mouse locomotion

(E) the ability to dislodge caffeine from receptors in
the brain

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Que stions

74. According to Snyder et aI., all of the following
compounds can bind to specific receptors in the brain
EXCEPT

(A) IBMX

(8) caffeine

(C) adenosine

(D) theophylline

(E) phosphodiesterase

75. Snyder et al. suggest that caffeine's abilityto bind to
Al and Az receptors can be at least partially attributed
to which of the following?

(A) The chemical relationship between caffeine and
phosphodiesterase

(B) The structural relationship between caffeine and
adenosine

(C) The structural similarity between caffeine and
neurotransmitters

(D) The ability of caffeine to stimulate behavior

(E) The natural occurrence of caffeine and
adenosine in the brain

76. The author quotes Snyder et al. in lines 43-48 most
probably in order to

(A) reveal some of the assumptions underlying their
theory

(8) summarize a majorfinding of their experiments

(C) point out that their experiments were limited to
the mouse

(D) indicate that their experiments resulted only in
general correlations

(E) refute the objections made by supporters of the
older theory
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Line Historians of women's labor in the United States at Questions 77-84 refer to the passage above.

first largely disregarded the story of female service
workers-women earning wages in occupations 77. According to the passage, job segregation by sex in
such as salesclerk, domestic servant, and office the United States was

(5) secretary. These historians focused instead on
factory work, primarily because it seemed so (A) greatlydiminished by labor mobilization during

different from traditional , unpaid "women's work" in the Second World War

the home, and because the underlying economic (B) perpetuated by those textile-mill owners who
forces of industrialism were presumed to be argued in favor of women's employment in wage

(10) gender-blind and hence emancipatory in effect. labor
Unfortunately, emancipation has been less profound (C) one means by which women achieved greater
than expected, for not even industrial wage labor job security
has escaped continued sex segregation in the (0) reluctantly challenged by employers except
workplace. when the economic advantages were obvious

(15) To explain this unfinished revolution in the
(E) a constant source of laborunrest in the young

status of women, historians have recently begun to
emphasize the way a prevailing definition of

textile industry

femin inity often determines the kinds of work
78. According to the passage, historians of women's laborallocated to women, even when such allocation is

(20) inappropriate to new conditions. For instance, early focused on factory work as a more promising area of

textile-mill entrepreneurs, in justifying women's research than service-sector work because factory

employment inwage labor, made much of the work

assumption that women were by nature skillful at (A) involved the payment of higher wages
detailed tasks and patient in carrying out repetitive

(8) requi red skill in detailed tasks
(25) chores; the mill owners thus imported into the new

industrial order hoary stereotypes associated with (C) wasassumed to be lesscharacterized by sex

the homemaking activities theypresumed to have segregation

been the purview of women. Because women (0) was more readily accepted by women than by

accepted the moreunattractive new industrial tasks men
(30) more readily than did men, such jobs came to be (E) fit the economic dynamic of industrial ism better

regarded as female jobs. And employers, who
assumed that women's "real" aspirations were for 79. It can be inferred from the passage that early
marriage and family life, declined to pay women historians of women's labor in the United States paid
wages commensurate with thoseof men. Thus little attention to women's employment in the service

(35) many lower-skilled, lower-paid, less secure jobs sector of the economy because
came to be perceived as "female."

More remarkable than the original has been the (A) the extreme variety of these occupations made

persistence of such sex segregation in twentieth- it very difficult to assemble meaningful statistics

century industry. Once an occupation came to be aboutthem
(40) perceived as "female," employers showed (B) fewer women found employment in the service

surprisingly little interest in changing that sector than in factory work
perception, even when higher profits beckoned. And (C) the wages paid to workers in the service sector
despite the urgent need of the United States during were much lower than those paid in the industrial
the Second World War to mobilize its human sector

(45) resources fully, job segregation by sex
(0) women's employment in the service sector

characterized even the most importantwar tended to be much more short-term than in
industries. Moreover, once the war ended,

factory work
employers quickly returned to men most of the
"male" jobs that women had been permitted to (E) employment in the service sector seemed to

(50) master. have much in common with the unpaid work
associated with homemaking
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80. The passage supports which of the following
statements about the early mill owners mentioned in
the second paragraph?

(A) They hoped that by creating relatively
unattractive "female" jobs theywould discourage
women from losing interest in marriage and
family life.

(8) They sought to increase the size of the available
laborforce as a means to keep men's wages
low.

(C) They argued that women were inherently suited
to do well in particular kinds of factory work.

(D) They thought that factory work bettered the
condition of women by emancipating them from
dependence on income earned by men.

(E) They felt guilty about disturbing the traditional
division of labor in the family.

81. It can be inferred from the passage that the "unfinished
revolution" the author mentions in line 15 refers to the

(Al entryof women into the industrial labormarket

(8) recognition that work done by women as
homemakers should be compensated at rates
comparable to those prevailing in the service
sector of the economy

(C) development of a new definition of femininity
unrelated to the economic forces of
industrialism

(D) introduction of equal pay for equal work in all
professions

(E) emancipation of women wage earners from
gender-determined job allocation

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Que stions

82. The passage supports which of the following
statements about hiring policies in the United States?

(Al After a crisis many formerly "male" jobs are
reclassifiedas "female" jobs.

(8) Industrial employers generally prefer to hire
women with previous experience as
homemakers.

(C) Post-Second World War hiring policies caused
women to lose many of their wartime gains in
employment opportunity.

(D) Even war industries during the Second World
War were reluctant to hire women for factory
work.

(E) The service sector of the economy has proved
more nearly gender-blind in its hiring policies
than has the manufacturing sector.

83. Which of the following words best expresses the
opinion of the author of the passage concerning the
notion that women are more skillful than men in
carrying out detailed tasks?

(A) "patient" (line 24)

(8) "repetitive" (line 24)

(C) "hoary" (line 26)

(D) "homemaking" (line 27)

(E) "purview" (line 28)

84. Which of the following best describes the relationship
of the final paragraph to the passage as a whole?

(A) The central idea is reinforced by the citation of
evidence drawn from twentieth-century history.

(8) The central idea is restated in such a way as to
form a transition to a new topic for discussion.

(e) The central idea is restated and juxtaposed with
evidence that mightappear to contradict it.

(D) A partial exception to the generalizations of the
central idea is dismissed as unimportant.

(E) Recent history is cited to suggest that the
central idea's val idity is gradually diminishing.
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Line Two modes of argumentation have been used on
behalf of women's emancipation in Western
societies. Arguments in whatcould be called the
"relational" feminist tradition maintain the doctrine

(5) of "equality in difference," or equityas distinct from
equality. They posit that biological distinctions
between the sexes result in a necessary sexual
division of labor in the family and throughout society
and that women's procreative labor is currently

(10) undervalued by society, to the disadvantage of
women. Bycontrast, the individualist feminist
tradition emphasizes individual human rights and
celebrates women's quest for personal autonomy,
while downplaying the importance of gender roles

(15) and minimizing discussion of childbearing and its
attendant responsibilities .

Before the late nineteenth century, these views
coexisted within the feminist movement, often
within the writings of the same individual. Between

(20) 1890 and 1920, however, relational feminism, which
had been the dominant strain in feminist thought,
and which still predominates among European and
non-Western feminists, lost ground in England and
the United States. Because the concept of individual

(25) rights was already well established in the Anglo
Saxon legal and political tradition, individualist
feminism came to predominate in English-speaking
countries. At the same time, the goals of the two
approaches began to seem increasingly

(30) irreconcilable. Individualist feminists began to
advocate a totally gender-blind system with equal
rights for all. Relational feminists, while agreeing
that equal educational and economic opportunities
outside the home should be available for all women,

(35) continued to emphasize women's special
contributions to societyas homemakers and
mothers; they demanded special treatmentfor
women, including protective legislation for women
workers, state-sponsored maternity benefits, and

(40) paid compensation for housework.
Relational arguments have a major pitfall:

because they underline women's physiological and
psychological distinctiveness, they are often
appropriated by political adversaries and used to

(45) endorse male privilege. But the individualist
approach, by attackinggender roles, denying the
significance of physiological difference, and
condemning existing familial institutions as
hopelessly patriarchal, has often simply treated as

(50) irrelevant the family roles important to many
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Line women. If the individualist framework, with its claim
for women's autonomy, could be harmonized with
the family-oriented concerns of relational feminists ,
a more fruitful model for contemporary feminist

(55) politics could emerge.

Questions 85-90 refer to the passage above .

85. The author of the passage alludes to the well
established nature of the concept of individual rights in
the Anglo-Saxon legal and political tradition in order to

(A) illustrate the influence of individualist feminist
thought on more general intellectual trends in
English history

(8) argue that feminism was already a part of the
largerAnglo-Saxon intellectual tradition, even
though this has often gone unnoticed by critics
of women's emancipation

(e) explain the decline in individualist thinking among
feminists in non-English-speaking countries

(D) help account for an increasing shift toward
individualist feminism among feminists in
English-speaking countries

(E) account for the philosophical differences
between individualist and relational feminists in
English-speaking countries



3.4 Reading Comprehen sion Sample Questions

86. The passage suggests that the author of the passage 88. According to the passage, relational feminists and
believes which of the following? individualist feminists agree that

(A) The predominance of individualist feminism in (A) individual human rights take precedence over
English-speaking countries is a historical most other social claims
phenomenon, the causes of which have not yet (8) the gender-based division of labor in society
been investigated. should be eliminated

(8) The individualist and relational feminist views are (C) laws guaranteeing equal treatment for all
irreconcilable, given their theoretical differences citizens regardless of gender should be passed
concerning the foundations of society. (0) a greater degree of social awareness

(C) A consensus concerning the direction of future concerning the importance of motherhood
feminist politicswill probably soon emerge, would be beneficial to society
given the awareness among feminists of the (E) the same educational and economic
need for cooperation among women. opportunities should be available to both sexes

(0) Pol itical adversaries of feminism often misuse
arguments predicated on differences between 89. According to the author, which of the following was true
the sexes to argue that the existing social of feminist thought inWestern societies before 1890?
system should be maintained.

(E) Relational feminism providesthe best theoretical (A) Individualist femin ist arguments were not found

framework for contemporary feminist politics, in the thoughtor writing of non-English-speaking

but individualist feminism could contribute much feminists.

toward refining and strengthening modern (8) Individualist femin ism was a strain in feminist
feminist thought. thought, but another strain, relational feminism,

predominated.

87. It can be inferred from the passage that the (C) Relational and individualist approaches were
individualist femin ist tradition denies the validity of equally prevalent in feminist thought and writing.
which of the following causal statements? (0) The predominant view among feminists held that

(A) A division of labor in a social group can result in the welfare of women was ultimately less

increased efficiency with regard to the
important than the welfare of children.

performance of grouptasks. (E) The predominant view among feminists held that

(8) A division of labor in a social group causes
the sexes should receive equal treatmentunder

inequities in the distribution of opportunities and
the law.

benefits among groupmembers.
90. The author implies that which of the following was true

(C) A division of laboron the basis of gender in a
of most feminist thinkers in England and the United

social group is necessitated by the existence of
States after 1920?

sex-linked biological differences between male
and female members of the group. (A) They were lessconcerned with politics than with

(0) Culturally determined distinctions based on intellectual issues.
gender in a social group foster the existence of (8) They began to reach a broader audience and
differing attitudes and opinions among group their programs began to be adopted by main-
members. stream political parties.

(E) Educational programs aimed at reducing (C) They called repeatedly for international
inequalities based on gender among members cooperation among women's groups to achieve
of a social group can resu lt in a sense of greater their goals.
well-being for all members of the group. (0) They moderated their initial criticism of the

economic systems that characterized their
societies.

(E) They did not attempt to unite the two different
feminist approaches in their thought.
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Line In addition to conventional galaxies, the universe Questions 91-97 refer to the passage above.

contains very dim galaxies that until recently went
unnoticed by astronomers. Possibly as numerous 91. According to the passage, conventional spiral galaxies
as conventional galaxies, these galaxies have the differ from low-surface-brightness galaxies in which of

(5) same general shape and even the same the following ways?
approximate number of stars as a common type of
conventional galaxy, the spiral , but tend to be much (A) Theyhave fewer stars than do low-surface-

larger. Because these galaxies' mass is spread out brightness galaxies.

over larger areas, theyhave far fewer stars per unit (8) They evolve more quickly than low-surface-
(10) volume than do conventional galaxies. Apparently brightness galaxies .

these low-surface-brightness galaxies, as theyare (C) They are more diffuse than low-surface-
called , take much longer than conventional galaxies brightness galaxies.
to condense their primordial gas and convert it to (D) They contain less hel ium than do low-surface-
stars- that is, they evolve much more slowly. brightness galaxies.

(15) These galaxies may constitute an answer to the
(E) They are larger than low-surface-brightness

long-standing puzzle of the missing baryonic mass
in the universe. Baryons-subatomic particles that

galaxies.

are generally protons or neutrons-are the source
92. It can be inferred from the passage that which of theof stellar, and therefore galactic, luminosity, and so

(20) their numbers can be estimated based on how following is an accurate physical description of typical

luminous galaxies are. However, the amount of low-surface-brightness galaxies?

helium in the universe, as measured by (A) They are large spiral galaxies containing fewer
spectroscopy, suggests that there are far more stars than do conventional galaxies.
baryons in the universe than estimates based on

(8) They are compact but verydim spiral galaxies.
(25) galactic luminosity indicate. Astronomers have long

speculated that the missing baryonic mass might (C) They are diffuse spiral galaxies that occupy a

eventually be discovered in intergalactic space or large volume of space.

as some large population of galaxies that are (D) They are small , young spiral galaxies that

difficult to detect. contain a high proportion of primordial gas.

(E) They are large, dense spirals with low luminosity.

93. It can be inferred from the passage that the "long-
standing puzzle" refers to which of the following?

(A) The difference between the rate at which
conventional galaxies evolve and the rate at
which low-surface-brightness galaxies evolve

(8) The discrepancy between estimates of total
baryonic mass derived from measuring helium
and estimates based on measuring galactic
luminosity

(C) The inconsistency between the observed amount
of helium in the universe and the number of stars
in typical low-surface-brightness galaxies

(D) Uncertainties regard ingwhatproportion of
baryonic mass is contained in intergalactic space
and what proportion in conventional galaxies

(El Difficulties involved in detectingvery distant
galaxies and in investigating their luminosity
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94. The author implies that low-surface-brightness
galaxies could constitute an answer to the puzzle
discussed in the second paragraph primarily because

(A) they contain baryonic mass that was not taken
into account by researchers using galactic
luminosity to estimate the number of baryons in
the universe

(8) they, like conventional galaxies that contain
many baryons, have evolved from massive,
primordial gas clouds

(C) theymay contain relatively more helium, and
hence more baryons, than do galaxies whose
helium content has been studied using
spectroscopy

(0) they have recently been discovered to contain
more baryonic mass than scientists had thought
when low-surface-brightness galaxies were first
observed

(E) theycontain stars that are significantly more
luminous than would have been predicted on the
basis of initial studies of luminosity in low
surface-brightness galaxies

95. The author mentions the fact that baryons are the
source of stars' luminosity primarily in order to explain

(A) how astronomers determine that some galaxies
contain fewer stars per unitvolume than do
others

(8) how astronomers are able to calculate the total
luminosity of a galaxy

(C) why astronomers can use galactic luminosity to
estimate baryonic mass

(0) whyastronomers' estimates of baryonic mass
based ongalactic luminosity are more reliable
than those based on spectroscopic studies of
helium

(E) how astronomers know brightgalaxies contain
more baryons than do dim galaxies

3.4 Reading Comprehension Sample Question s

96. The author of the passage would be most likely to
disagree with which of the following statements?

(A) Low-surface-brightness galaxies are more
difficult to detect than areconventional galaxies.

(8) Low-surface-brightness galaxies are often spiral
in shape.

(C) Astronomers have advanced plausible ideas
aboutwhere missing baryonic mass might be
found.

(0) Astronomers have devised a useful way of
estimating the total baryonic mass in the
universe.

(E) Astronomers have discovered a substantial
amount of baryonic mass in intergalactic space.

97. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) describe a phenomenon and consider its
scientific significance

(8) contrast two phenomena and discuss a puzzling
difference between them

(C) identify a newly discovered phenomenon and
explain its origins

(0) compare two classes of objects and discuss the
physical properties of each

(E) discuss a discovery and point out its
inconsistency with existing theory
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This passage was adapted from anarticle published in 1992.

Line While there is no blueprint for transforming a largely
government-controlled economy into a free one, the
experience of the United Kingdom since 1979
clearly shows one approach that works:

(5) privatization, in which state-owned industries are
sold to private companies. By 1979, the total
borrowings and losses of state-owned industries
were running at about £3 billion a year. By selling
many of these industries, the government has

(10) decreased these borrowings and losses, gained
over £34 billion from the sales, and now receives
tax revenues from the newly privatized companies.
Along with a dramatically improved overall
economy, the government has been able to repay

(15) 12.5 percent of the net national debt over a two
year period.

In fact, privatization has not only rescued
individual industries and a whole economy headed
for disaster, but has also raised the level of

(20) performance in every area. At BritishAirways and
British Gas, for example, productivity per employee
has risen by 20 percent. At Associated British
Ports, labor disruptions common in the 1970s and
early 1980shave now virtually disappeared. At

(25) BritishTelecom, there is no longer a waiting list-as
there always was before privatization-to have a
telephone installed.

Part of this improved productivity has come
about because the employees of privatized

(30) industries were given the opportunity to buy shares
in their own companies. They responded
enthusiastically to the offer of shares: at British
Aerospace, 89 percent of the eligiblework force
boughtshares; at Associated British Ports, 90

(35) percent; and at British Telecom, 92 percent. When
people have a personal stake in something, they
think about it, care aboutit, work to make it
prosper. At the National Freight Consortium, the
new employee-owners grew so concerned about

(40) their company's profits that during wage
negotiations they actually pressed their union to
lower its wage demands.

Some economists have suggested that giving
away free shares would provide a needed

(45) acceleration of the privatization process. Yet they
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Line miss Thomas Paine's point that "what we obtain too
cheap we esteem too lightly." In order for the far
ranging benefits of individual ownership to be
achieved by owners, companies, and countries,

(50) employees and other individuals must make their
own decisionsto buy, and theymust commit some
of their own resources to the choice.



Questions 98-104 refer to the passage above.

98. According to the passage, all of the following were
benefits of privatizing state-owned industries in the
United Kingdom EXCEPT:

(A) Privatized industries paid taxes to the
government.

(8) The government gained revenue from selling
state-owned industries.

(C) The government repaid some of its national
debt.

(0) Profits from industries that were still state
owned increased.

(E) Total borrowings and losses of state-owned
industries decreased .

99. According to the passage, which of the following
resulted in increased productivity in companies that
have been privatized?

(A) A large number of employees chose to purchase
shares in their companies.

(8) Free shares were widely distributed to individual
shareholders.

(C) The government ceased to regulate major
industries.

(0) Unions conducted wage negotiations for
employees.

(E) Employee-owners agreed to have their wages
lowered.

100. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
considers labordisruptions to be

(A) an inevitable problem in a weak national
economy

(8) a positive sign of employee concern abouta
company

(C) a predictor of employee reactions to a
company's offer to sell shares to them

(0) a phenomenon found moreoften in state-owned
industries than in private companies

(E) a deterrence to high performance levels in an
industry

3.4 Reading Comprehens ion Sample Questions

101. The passage supports which of the following
statements aboutemployees buying shares in their
own companies?

(A) At three different companies, approximately nine
out of ten of the workers were eligible to buy
shares in their companies.

(8) Approximately 90 percentof the eligible workers
at three different companies chose to buy
shares in their companies.

(C) The opportunity to buy shares was discouraged
by at least some labor unions.

(0) Companies that demonstrated the highest
productivity were the first to allow their
employees the opportunity to buy shares.

(E) Eligibility to buy shares was contingent on
employees' agreeing to increased work loads.

102. Which of the following statements is most consistent
with the principle described in lines 35-38?

(A) A democratic government that decides it is
inappropriate to own a particular industry has in
no way abdicated its responsibilities asguardian
of the public interest.

(8) The ideal way for a government to protect
employee interests is to force companies to
maintain their share of a competitive market
without government subsidies.

(C) The failure to harness the power of self-interest
is an important reason that state-owned
industries perform poorly.

(0) Governments that want to implement
privatization programs must try to eliminate all
resistance to the free-market system.

(E) The individual shareholder will reap onlya minute
share of the gains from whatever sacrifices he
or she makes to achieve these gains.
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103. Which of the following can be inferred from the
passage about the privatization process in the United
Kingdom?

(A) It depends to a potentially dangerous degree on
individual ownership of shares.

(8) It conforms in its most general outlines to
Thomas Paine's prescription for business
ownership.

(Cl It was originally conceived to include some
giving away of free shares.

(D) It has been successful, even though privatization
has failed in othercountries.

(E) It is taking place more slowly than some
economists suggest is necessary.

104. The quotation in lines 46-47 is most probably used to

(A) counter a position that the author of the
passage believes is incorrect

(8) state a solution to a problemdescribed in the
previous sentence

(C) show how opponents of the viewpoint of the
author of the passage have supported their
arguments

(D) point out a paradoxcontained in a controversial
viewpoint

(El present a historical maxim to challenge the
principle introduced in the third paragraph
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3.5 Answer Key

I. C 27. B 53. 0 79. E

2. 0 28. 0 54. E 80 . C

3. B 29. B 55. B 8I. E

4. 0 30. E 56. C 82. C

5. B 3I. A 57. 0 83 . C

6. E 32. C 58. E 84 . A

7. B 33. 0 59. 0 85. 0

8. A 34. C 60. B 86. 0

9. A 35. A 6I. 0 87. C

10. E 36. E 62 . B 88. E

II. C 37. C 63. E 89 . B

12. C 38. B 64. C 90. E

13. B 39. B 65 . C 9I. B

14. E 40. A 66. E 92. C

15. C 4I. B 67. 0 93. B

16. 0 42. B 68. E 94. A

17. A 43. 0 69. 0 95. C

18. E 44. E 70. B 96. E

19. B 45 . C 7I. 0 97. A

20. C 46. B 72. 0 98. 0

2I. E 47 . C 73. A 99. A

22. A 48. 0 74. E 100. E

23. 0 49 . E 75. B lOI. B

24. 0 50. B 76. B 102. C

25. B 5I. C 77. B 103. E

26. B 52. A 78. C 104. A
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3.6 Answ er Explanations

The following discussion of reading comprehension is intended to f amiliarize you with t he most efficient
and effective approaches to the kinds of problems common to reading comprehension. The particular
questions in this chapter are generally representative of the kinds of reading comprehensi on qu estions
you will encounter on the GMAT. Remember that it is the problem solving strategy that is important. not
the specific details of a particular question.

Questions 1-6 refer to the passage on page 22.

1. The primarypurpose of the passage is to

(A) identifyways in which the GOP could be modified
so that it would serve as a more accurate
indicator of the economic well-being of the
United States

(8) suggest that the GOP, in spite of certain
shortcomings, is still the most reliable indicator
of the economic well-being of the United States

(C) examine crucial shortcomings of the GOP as an
indicator of the economic well-being of the
United States

(0) argue that the growth of the United States
economy in recent decades has diminished the
effectiveness of the GOP as an indicator of the
nation's economic well-being

(E) discuss howthe GOP came to be used as the
primary indicator of the economic well-being of
the United States
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Main idea

This que stion requires determining the main
purpose of the passage as a whole. The passage
begins by broadly defining CDP and describing
how it is used as an indicator of the economic
well-being of the United States. The passage then
describes in more detail what is and is not taken
into account by the CDP and then draws a causal
connection between the limitations of what the
CDP measures and disturbing trends within th e
U.S. in recent decades.

A There is no di scussion in the passage about
modifying how the CDP is calculated.

B The passage makes no judgment about th e
merits of using the CDP in relation to other
economic indicators.

C Correct. The passage portrays the CDP as
having limitations that make it a problematic
indicator of real economic well-being.

D The passage doe s not portray the CDP as
being any less useful as an economic
indicator than it ever was.

E There is no discussion in the passage of the
history of how the CDP came to be used as
an economic indicator.

The correct answer is C.

2. Which of the following best describes the function of
the second sentence of the passage in the context of
the passage as a whole?

(A) It describes an assumption about the GOP that
is defended in the course of the passage.

(8) It contributes to a discussion of the origins of
the GOP.

(C) It clarifies a common misconception aboutthe
useof the GOP.

(0) It identifies a major flawin the GOP.

(E) It suggests a revision to the method of
calculating the GOP.



Evaluation

A nswering this question requ ires understanding
how a particular part of the passage functions in
the passage as a whole. The second sentence
describes the GDP as being solely concerned with
the prices of goods and services produced in the
United States, aside from any other kind of value.
The passage then goes on to imply that by
ignoring value other than price, the GDP may
actually mask problems present in th e nation's
overall econo my.

A The passage is concerned wit h calling into
question the use of the GDP, not defending
it.

B The passage does not mention how the GDP
came to be used as a pr imary economic
indicator.

C The passage does not describe the function
of the GDP as being commonly
misunderstood.

D Correct. The limitations of the GDP as
described in the second sentence are then, in
the rest of the passage, tied to problems in
the United States.

E The passage makes no explicit
recommendations about revising how th e
GDP is measured.

The correct answer is D.

3. It can be inferred that the author of the passage would
agreewith which of the following about the "economic
significance" of those goods and services that are
included in the GOP?

(A) It is a comprehensive indicator of a nation's
economic well-being.

(8) It is not accurately captured by the price of
those goods and services.

(C) It is usually less than the intrinsic value of those
goods and services.

(0) It is more difficult to calculate than the economic
significance of thosegoods and services that
are not included in the GOP.

(E) It is calculated differently in capitalistcountries
than in noncapitalist countries.

4.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Exp lanati ons

Infer ence

Thi s question asks what the author impli es about
a piece of information given in the passage. The
passage states th at the GDP assumesthat the
economicsignificance ofgoods and ser·vices liessolely in
theirprice (lines 5-7) and that the GDP ign ores the
economic ut ility (lines 13-14) of things such as a
healthy environment and a cohesive social
struc ture . The passage then implies that the
worsening problems with the environment and
social structure in recent decades are due to the
way the GDP is calculated .

A In describing the GDP as limited in what it
measures, the author wou ld not agree that
the GDP is a comprehensive ind icator.

B C orrect. The author implies that because
the GDP ign ores the economic uti lity of
cer tain th ings, it is an inaccurate indicator of
economic well-being.

C The author makes no comparison between
the economic value and the intrinsic value of
goods and services.

D The author makes no judgment about the
difficulty of measuring the value of goo ds
and services not mea sured by the GDP.

E The author does not indicate how
noncapitalist countries calculate GDP.

The correct answer is B.

The comparison of the GOP to a calculating machine
serves to do which of the following?

(A) Refute an assertion that thecalculations
involved in the GOP are relatively complex in
nature

(8) Indicate that the GOP is better suited to record
certain types of monetary transactions than
others

(C) Suggest that it is likely that the GOP will be
supplanted by other, more sophisticated
economic indicators

(0) Illustrate the point that the GOP has no way of
measuring the destructive impactof such things
as oil spills on the nation's economic well-being

(E) Exemplify an assertion that the GOP tends to
exaggerate the amount of commercial activity
generated by such things as oil spills
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Evaluation

This question asks how a certai n statement in the
passage functio ns in th e passage as a whole. In
lines 13-16 and 19- 24, respect ively, the passage
ind icates that the CDP not only ignores problems
affecting a nation's economy but that it actually
can portray these proble ms as economic gai ns,
and it subsequently uses the example of an oil
spill add ing to th e CDP to illustrate this. The
passage then closes by describ ing th e CDP as a
calculating machine that can add but not subtract .

A The passage does not discuss the
complexities of calculating the CDP.

B The passage make s no judgment about the
relative successes of the CDP in recording
different types of monetary transact ions.

C The passage makes no mention of other
economic indicators aside from the CDP.

D Correct. By characterizing the CDP as a
calculating machine th at cannot subtract,
the passage helps illustrate why something
like an oil spill is misrepresented by th e
CDP.

E While the passage does mention that the
CDP measures com mercial act ivity
genera ted by an oil spill, it does not sugges t
th at the CDP exaggerates th e amount of
that act ivity.

The correct answer is D .

Inference

Th is question requ ires understanding what the
passage implies about th e main issue it discusses.
In lines 13- 14, th e passage states that the CDP

ignores the economic utility of things such as a clean
environment and social cohesiveness. It th en
indicates that in coun tr ies that are depe ndent on
economic indica tors such as the CDP, the

environment and the social structure hav e been
eroded in recent decades (lines 19-20).

A The passage does not mention how or if the
CDP affects the capitalist nature of national
policies.

B Correct. In indicating th at the CDP
ignores environmental and social factors, the
passage implies that policies dependent on
the CDP will also ign ore these issues.

C The passage indicates that the CDP takes
into account the commercial activity
gene rated by environmental disasters but
does not sugg est th at the amount of that
activity is overest imated.

D The passage indicates that the CDP ignores
the value of social cohesion.

E The passage indicates that the CDP assumes

that the econom ic sig nificance ifgoods and
services lies solely in their p rice (lines 5- 7).

The correct answer is B.

5.
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The passage implies that national policies that rely
heavily on economic indicators such as the GDP
tend to

(A) become increasingly capitalistic in nature

(8) disregard the economic importance of
environmental and social factors that do not
involve monetary transactions

(C) overestimate the amount of commercial activity
generated by environmental disasters

(D) overestimate the economic significanceof
cohesive families and communities

(El assume that the economic significance of goods
and services doesnot lie solely in the price of
those goods and services

6. It can be inferred that the authorof the passage would
agree with which of the following assessments of the
GDP as an indicator of the economic well-being of the
United States?

(Al It masks social and environmental erosion more
fully than the chief economic indicators of other
nations.

(8) It is based on inaccurate estimations of the
pricesof many goods and services.

(Cl It overestimates the amount of commercial
activity that is generated in the United States.

(Dl It is conducive to error because it conflates
distinct types of economic activity.

(El It doesnot take into account the economic utility
of certain environmental and social conditions.



Inference

Thi s question requ ires understanding what th e
author implies about information in th e passage.
The passage states that the GDP is the chief
indicator ifthe econom ic well-being ifthe Un ited
States (lines 4-5). It also states that the GD P

ignores the economic utility (line s 13-16) of things
such as a clean environment and social
cohesiveness. Therefore, the GDP does not take
into account the economi c utility of certain
environmenta l and social conditions.

A 'The passage makes no comparisons among
different nations' economic indicators.

B The passage does not describe the GDP as
being inaccurate in its estimates of the price s
of goods and services.

C The passage does not describe the GDP as
overestimating amounts of commercial
activity.

D The passage does not describe the GDP as
confusing different type s of economic
activity.

E Correct. The passage states that the GDP
ignores the economic uti lity of a clean
environment and social cohesiveness.

The correct answer is E.

Questions 7-11 refer to the passage on page 24.

7. The passage is primarily concerned with

(Al describing the effects of human activities on
algae in coral reefs

(8) explaining how human activities are posing a
threat to coral reef communities

(C) discussing the process by which coral reefs
deteriorate in nutrient-poor waters

(0) explaining how coral reefs produce food for
themselves

(E) describingthe abundanceof algae and filter
feeding animals in coral reef areas

8.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Exp lanations

Main idea

This question concerns th e author's main point ,
the focus of th e passage as a whole. The first
paragraph describes the symbiotic process of coral
reefs so that readers will understand how human
activities are degrading this fragi le ecosystem , as
explained in the second paragraph. The author
focuses on how harmful the se human activities
are to cora l reefs.

A The increased abundance of algae (line 23) is
a detail supporting the main point.

B Correct. Human activities are threatening
comple x coral reef communities.

C The first paragraph explains how coral reefs
thrive in nutrient-poor waters .

D The zoox anthellae cells of algae feed th e
coral reefs (lines 7-12); this point is a detail
that supports the main idea.

E Thi s abundance is a detail supporting the
main idea, not the main idea itself.

The correct answer is B.

The passage suggests which of the following about
coral reef communities?

(Al Coral reef communities may actually be more
likely to thrive in waters that are relatively low in
nutrients.

(8) The nutrients on which coral reef communities
thrive are onlyfound in shallow waters.

(C) Human population growth has led to changing
ocean temperatures, which threatens coral reef
communities.

(D) The growthof coral reef communities tends to
destabilize underwater herbivore populations.

(E) Coral reef communities are more complex and
diverse than most ecosystems located on dry
land.

Inference

The word suggests in the question indicates that
the answer will be an inference based on what
the passage says about coral reef communities.
The beginning of the passage states that nutrient
poor waters (lines 4-5) sustain the thriving life of
a coral reef. Lines 25-27 show that nut rient input
is increasing because of human activities, with
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9.

64

consequent declines in reeJcommunities (line 24).
Given th is information, it is reasonable to
conclude that cora l reefs thrive in nutr ient-p oor,
rat her than nutrient- rich , waters .

A Correct. Coral reefs flour ish in clea r,
nutrient-poor waters.

B Shallow waters are me nt ioned on ly in the
con tex t of deteriorating marine habitats (line
17), not as a source of nutrients; the passage
does not indicate th at the nutrients are
unique to sha llow waters .

C Ocean temperatures are not mentioned in
th e passage.

D Reef decline, not reef growth , leads to
destabilized herbivore populations (lines
21-22) .

E No comparisons are made between
ecosystems in water and on land.

The correct answer is A .

The author refers to "filter-feeding animals"
(lines 23- 24) in order to

(A) provide an example of a characteristic sign of
reef deterioration

(8) explain how reef communities acquire
sustenance for survival

(C) identify a factor that helps herbivore populations
thrive

(D) indicate a cause of decreasingnutrient input in
waters that reefs inhabit

(E) identifymembers of coral reef communities that
rely on coral reefs for nutrients

logical structure

This question concerns why the author has
included a particular detail. L ook at the context
for th e phrase filter-fteding animals. The compl ete
sentence (lines 21-24) shows that a higher
population of filter-feeding animals is a symptom
of reef decline.

A Correct. A n increasing abundance of these
an ima ls is a typical sign of reef decline.

B Z ooxanthellae cells of algae, not filter
feeding anima ls, provide sustena nce for reef
commun it ies (lines 7- 12).

C An increase in filter-feeding anima ls is
associated with destabilized, not thriving,
herbivore populations.

D An increase in nutri ents , rather than a
decrease, causes reef decline, when the
population of filter -feeding an ima ls then
grows.

E The author incl udes filter-feed ing animals in
the context of th e decline of coral reefs, not
the symbiotic process of cora l reefs.

The correct answer is A.

10. According to the passage, which of the following is a
factor that is threatening the survival of coral reef
communities?

(A) The waters they inhabit contain fewnutrient
resources.

(8) A decline in nutrient input is disrupting their
symbiotic relationship with zooxanthellae.

(C) The degraded waters of their marine habitats
have reduced their ability to carry out
photosynthesis.

(D) They are too biologically complex to survive in
habitats with minimal nutrient input.

(E) Waste by-products result in an increase in
nutrient inputto reef communities.

Supporting ideas

The phrase according to the p assage indicates that
the necessary information is explicitly stated in
th e pa ssage. Look at the threats to coral reefs
listed in lin es 18-21 and match th em aga inst the
possible answers. Waste by-products increase
nutrients in the water, and reefs decline as
nutrients grow more plent iful (lines 21-24).

A C oral reefs thrive in nut rient-poor water s, as
the first paragr aph explains.

B Nutrient input is inc reasing , not decreasing
(lines 20- 21).

C The passage does not say tha t the degraded
waters in hibit photosynthesis.

D The com plex ecosys tem of cora l reefs thrives
in nutrient-poor waters.

E Correct. Waste by-products contribute to
increased nutrient inp ut, which causes reef
decl ine .

The correct answer is E .



11. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
describes coral reef communities as paradoxical most
likely for which of the following reasons?

(A) They are thriving even though human activities
have depleted the nutrients in their environment.

(8) They are able to survive in spite of an
overabundance of algae inhabiting their waters .

(C) They are able to survive in an environment with
limited food resources.

(0) Their metabolic wastes contribute to the
degradation of the waters that they inhabit.

(E) They are declining even when the water
surrounding them remains clear.

Inference

A paradox is a puzzling statement that seems to
contradict itself To answer this question, look for
information that appears puzzling. The author
calls coral reefs one oftheftscinating paradoxes of
the biosphere because the reefs are prolific and
productive despite inhabiting clear waters with few
nutrients. The paradox is that the reefs seem to
flourish with little food.

A Human activities have harmed coral reefs by
increasing nutrient input (lines 24-29).

B An increase in algae is a sign of reef decline,
not reef survival (lines 21-23).

C Correct. Coral reefs thrive in waters that
prov ide little food.

D Algae cells use the metabolic wastes of the
corals to carry out photosynthesis; the result
is sustenance for the reef community, not a
degradation of waters (lines 9-12).

E Coral reefs thrive in clear, nutrient-poor
water and decline in nutrient-rich water.

The correct answer is C.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Exp lanations

Questions 12-17 refer to the passage on page 26.

12. The passage suggests that a lack of modern
sanitation wou ld make which of the following most
likely to occur?

(A) An outbreak of Lyme disease

(8) An outbreak of dengue hemorrhagic fever

(C) An epidemic of typhoid

(0) An epidemic of paralytic polio among infants

(E) An epidemic of paralytic polio among
adolescents and adults

Inf erence

Since the question asks for an inference about a
lack of modern sanitation, begin by examining
what the passage says abou t the presence of
modern sanitation. Lines 8-11 explain the role of
modern sanitation in delaying the onset of polio.
Lines 14-15 state that the hygiene that helped
prevent typhoid epidemics indirectlyfostered a
paralytic polio epidemic. It is reasonable to infer
from this statement that a lack of modern
sanitation could lead to a typhoid epidemic.

A Lyme disease is caused by the bacteria
carried by deer ticks, not by a lack of
sani tation.

B The dengue virus is transmitted by a
mosquito, not by a lack of sani tation .

C Correct. Lines 14-15 show that typhoid
epidemics were preve nted by modern
sani tat ion; therefore, typhoid might break
out in the absence of modern san itation.

D Lines 11-13 show that infa nts did not
typically suffer paralysis with polio.

E When modern sani tation is not present, the
polio infection occurs in infancy and
typically provides lifllong immunity without
paralysis (lines 12-13); adolescents and
adults then were not affected.

The correct answer is C.
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13. According to the passage, the outbreak of dengue
hemorrhagic fever in the 1950s occurred for which of
the following reasons?

(A) The mosquito Aedes aegypti was newly
introduced into Asia.

(8) The mosquito Aedes aegyptibecame more
numerous.

(C) The mosquito Aedes albopictus became infected
with the dengue virus .

(D) Individuals who would normally acquire immunity
to the dengue virus as infants were not infected
until later in life.

(E) More people began to visit and inhabitareas in
which mosquitoes live and breed.

Supporting ideas

The question asks for information expl icitly stated
in the passage, although in slightly different
language. Look at lines 24-28, where the 1950s
outbreak of dengue hemorrhagic fever is
discussed. The outbreak became an epidemic in
Asia because 0/ecological changesthat caused Aedes
aegypti, the mosquito that transmits the dengue
v irus, toprolifi:rate.

A The passage does not say that the mosquito
was newly introduced into Asia.

B Correct. Ecological conditions in Asia at
that time allowed the mosquito A edesaegypti
to proliferate, that is, to grow numerous.

C Aedes albopictus is another mosquito (lines
28-32) more recently connected with a
potential epidemic; the passage does not
suggest this mosquito was connected to the
1950s Asian epidemic.

D Immunity to polio is acquired in infancy
(line s 12-13), but no mention is made of a
similar immunity to the dengue virus.

E Population shifts may explain the prevalence
of Lyme disease in parts of the United
States (line s 18-24), but they are not cited as
the cause of the Asian epidemic.

The correct answer is B.
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14. It can be inferred from the passage thatLyme disease
has become prevalent in parts of the United States
because of which of the following?

(A) The inadvertent introduction of Lyme disease
bacteria to the United States

(8) The inability of modern sanitation methods to
eradicate Lyme disease bacteria

(C) A genetic mutation in Lyme disease bacteria that
makes them more virulent

(D) The spread of Lyme disease bacteria from
infected humans to noninfected humans

(E) An increase in the number of humans who
encounter deer ticks

Inf erence

To make an inference about Lyme disease,
examine the discussion of Lyme disease in line s
16-24. The disease is caused by bacteria carried by
deer ticks . It has become prevalent in parts of the
United States as the deer population has grown.
This population growth has occurred at the same
time that the suburbs have expanded and outdoor
activities in the deer's habitat have increased.
What can be inferred about the growing
prevalence of Lyme disease? It is logical to infer
that more people are encountering the deer ticks
that carry the disease.

A No inadvertent intro duction of the bacteria
is mentioned in the passage.

B Modern san itation plays a role in typhoid
and polio epidemics, but it is not linked to
Lyme disease.

C No genetic mu tation of bac teria is discussed
in the con text of Lyme disease.

D Transmission by deer ticks is discussed, but
not human-to-human transmission .

E Correct. As the deer population grows and
as humans encroach on the deer habitat,
more people encounter deer ticks and
become infected with the disease.

The correct answer is E.



15. Which of the following can most reasonably be
concluded about the mosquito Aedes albopictus on
the basis of information given in the passage?

(A) It is native to the United States.

(8) It can proliferate only in Asia.

(C) It transmits the dengue virus.

(D) It caused an epidemic of denguehemorrhagic
fever in the 1950s.

(E) It replaced Aedes aegypti in Asia when
ecological changes altered Aedes aegypti's
habitat.

Inference

An infe rence is drawn from stated information
rather than explicitly stated. Begin by finding the
information given about this mosquito. The
mosquito A edesalbopictus is mentioned in the final
sentence of the passage, which says that this
mosquito was inadvertently introduced into the
United States and has spread widely. Because of
this, the author states that the stage is now set in the
United Statesfo r a dengue epidemic. It is reasonable
to infer that this mosquito can transmit the
dengue virus.

A It has been inadvertently introduced into the
United States.

B The mosquito that proliferated in A sia
during the 1950s was A edesaegypti.

C C orrect. The mosquito A edes albopictus
transmits the dengue virus.

D The mosquito A edesaegypti caused the
epidemic in the 1950s , not A edesalbopictus.

E No information in the passage supports this
statement.

The correct answer is C.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

16. Which of thefollowing best describes the organization
of the passage?

(A) A paradox is stated, discussed, and left
unresolved.

(8) Two opposing explanations are presented,
argued, and reconciled.

(Cl A theory is proposed and is then followed by
descriptions of three experiments that support
the theory.

(D) A generalization is stated and is then followed by
three instances that support the generalization.

(E) An argument is described and is then followed
by three counterexamples that refute the
argument.

Logical structure

Analyze the st ructure of the passage in order to
answer a question about how the passage is
organized . The passage begins by explaining that
some epidemics are not caused by genetic
mutations in bacteria and viruses, but rather by
social and ecological changes in an environment.
Three specific examples-polio, Lyme disease,
and dengue hemorrhagic fever-are then used to

support this general statement.

A The passage opens by showing that
epidemics may be caused by different means;
thi s is not a paradox.

B Only one explanation, having three
supporting examples, is given.

C The three examples of epidemics are not
experiments conduc ted to support a the ory;
they are documented cases of disea se.

D Correct. A generalization is stated: scientists
have discoveredthe importance ofsocial and
ecological'factorsto epidemics (lines 5-6).
Th ree examples-polio, Lyme disease, and
dengue hemorrhagic fever-support the
generalization.

E The examples in the passage support the
author's generalization or arg ument; no
counterexamples refuting the argument are
included.

The correc t answer is D .
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17. Which of the following, if true, would most strengthen
the author's assertion about the cause of the Lyme
disease outbreak in the United States?

(A) The deerpopulation was smaller in the late
nineteenth century than in the mid twentieth
century.

(8) Interest in outdoor recreation began to grow in
the latenineteenth century.

(e) In recent years the suburbs have stopped
growing.

(D) Outdoor recreation enthusiasts routinely take
measures to protect themselves against Lyme
disease.

(E) Scientists have not yet developed a vaccine that
can prevent Lyme disease.

Logical str ucture

Examine the author's arg ument about the cause of
Lyme disease. The author blames the recent
prevalence of Lyme disease on the rise in the deer
population and the growth of the suburbs, with
people spending mo re time outside in the deer's
habitat. The disease had appeared only sporadically
during the late nineteenth century.

A Correct. If the deer population wa s smaller
when the disease occurred only sporadically,
then the author's claim that the mid-century
rise in deer population is one of the causes of
Lyme disease is strengthened.

B A n interest in outdoor recreation, such as an
inte rest in hiking, may be an appreciation
for that activity without being an
engagement in that activity; even if interest
here did mean engagement, an increased
inte rest in outdoor recreation does not entail
that people engaged in outdoor activities in
the deer's habitat; the assertion is not
streng thened.

C The lack of growth of the suburbs weakens,
rather than strengthens, the author's
assertion.

D Protective measures against the disease are
not relevant to an assertion about what
causes the disease .

E The lack of a vaccine is irrelevant to an
assertion about what causes the di sease.

The correct answer is A.
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Questions 18-23 refer to the passage on page 28.

18. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) describe new ways of studying the possibil ity
that life once existed on Mars

(8) revise a theory regarding the existence of life on
Mars in light of newevidence

(e) reconcile conflicting viewpoints regarding the
possibi lity that life once existed on Mars

(D) evaluate a recently proposed argument
concerning the origin of ALH84001

(E) describe a controversy concerning the
significance of evidence from ALH84001

Main idea

Answering this que stion requires determining th e
purpose of the passage as a whole. In the first
paragraph, the passage indicates that a research
team found that a Martian meteorite in
Antarctica contains compelling evidence that life
existed on Mars. The rest of th e passage then
describes arguments by skeptics against the
research team's conclusion together with the
research team's rebuttals to the skeptics'
arguments.

A While th e passage discusses one type of
evidence that life might have existed on
Mars, it does not describe multiple ways of
studying the poss ibility of Martian life, nor
characterize any method of study as new.

B The passage merely reports and does not
make any attempt at revising existing
theories.

C The passage describes but doe s not try to
reconcile conflicting viewpoints concerning
life on Mars.

D Th e origin of ALH84001 is generally
agreed upon (line 5), not a recently prop osed
hypothesis evaluated by the passage .

E Correct. The passage describes opposing
arguments about whether ALH84001
suggests life ever existed on Mars.

The correct answer is E .



19. The passage asserts which of the following about the
claim that ALH84001 originated on Mars?

(Al Itwas initially proposed by the McKay team of
scientists.

(8) It is not a matter of widespread scientific
dispute.

(C) It has been questioned by some skeptics of the
McKay team's work.

(D) It has been undermined by recent work on PAHs.

(El It is incompatible with the fact that ALH84001
has been on Earth for 13,000 years.

Supporting ideas

This question requires recognizing what the
passage indicates about a piece of information it
offers. The passage states that scientists generally
agree (line 5) that ALH84001 originated on
Mars, which strongly suggests that there is not
much dispute about it.

A While it is possible that McKay's team
initially made the proposal, the passage does
not say so.

B Correct. In stating that scientists generally
agree ALH84001 originated on Mars, the
passage indicates there is no real controversy
on this matter.

C The skeptics mentioned in the passage are
not described as calling into question that
ALH84001 originated on Mars.

D The passage does not tie the existence of
PAHs in ALH84001 to questions about its
Martian origins.

E The passage makes no connection between
the time ALH84001 has been on the Earth
and questions as to its Martian origins.

The correct answer is B.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanati ons

20. The passage suggests that the fact that ALH84001
has been on Earth for 13,000 years has been used by
some scientists to support which of the following
claims about ALH8400l?

(Al ALH84001 may not have originated on Mars.

(8) ALH84001 contains PAHs that are the result of
nonbiological processes.

(C) ALH84001 may not have contained PAHs when it
landed on Earth.

(D) The organic molecules found in ALH84001 are
not PAHs.

(E) The organic molecules found in ALH84001 could
not be the result of terrestrial contamination.

Supporting ideas

This question requires recognizing how a
particular fact is used to support a particular point
ofview reported in the passage. In the second
paragraph, the passage presents various skeptics'
arguments about whether the PAHs in
ALH84001 originated on Mars. In lines 15-19,
the passage indicates that some scientists see the
fact that ALH84001 has been on Earth for
13,000 years as raising the possibility that the
PAHs in ALH84001 resultedf rom terrestrial
contamination or in other words that it did not
contain PAHs when it landed on Earth.

A The passage indicates only that most
scientists believe that ALH84001 originated
on Mars.

B Although the passage indicates that skeptics
have pointed out that PAHs can be formed
by non biological processes, their point is not
related to the length of time ALH84001 has
been on Earth.

C Correct. The passage indicates that some
scientists believe that the PAHs in
ALH84001 may have been transferred to it
during its 13,000 years on Earth.

D 1he passage does not indicate that any
scientists doubt the presence ofPAHs in
ALH84001.

E The passage indicates that the fact that
ALH84001 has been on Earth for 13,000
years is used by some scientists to support
the idea of terrestrial contamination.

The correct answer is C.
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21. The passage suggests that if a meteorite contained
PAHs that were the result of terrestrial contamination,
then one would expect which of the following to be true?

(A) The meteorite would have been on Earth for
more than 13,000 years.

(8) The meteorite would have originated from a
source otherthan Mars.

(C) The PAHs contained in the meteorite would have
originated from nonbiological processes.

(D) The meteorite would contain fewer PAHs than
most other meteorites contain.

(E) The PAHs contained in the meteorite would be
concentrated toward the meteorite's surface.

Appl ication

Answering this question involves applying
information contained in the passage to a
situation that is not describ ed in the passage.
Acco rding to the passage, some scient ists believe
th at because ALH84001 has been on Earth for as
long as 13,000 years, any PAHs contained in it
may have been transferred from the Earth, a
process the passage describes as terrestrial
contamination (line 19). The passage also indicates
that if terre strial contamination occur red with
ALH84001, then, contrary to the findings of
l\tlcKay's team that showed PAH concentrations
increasing as one looks deeper into A L H84001
(lines 21-22), the PAHs would be expected to be
concentrated more toward th e outer parts, or
surface, ofA LH84001.

A The passage ind icates that scientists believe
that 13,000 years is sufficient tim e for
terre strial contamination to happen.

B The passage does not suggest that th e origin
of a meteorite affects its ability to become
contaminated with terre strial PAHs.

e The passage does not indicate whether PAHs
resulting from terre str ial contamination
would be nonb iological or not.

D The passage does not mention that different
meteorites may contain different amounts of
PAHs.

E Correct. The passage suggests that if
AL H 84001 experienced terre strial
contamination, then th e PAHs would be
more concentrated toward the outer surface
of the meteori te.

The correct answer is E.
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22. Which of the following best describes the function of
the last sentence of the first paragraph?

(A) It identifies a possible organic source for the
PAHs found in ALH84001.

(8) It describes a feature of PAHs that is not shared
by other types of organic molecules.

(C) It explains how a characteristic common to most
meteorites originates.

(D) It suggests howthe terrestrial contamination of
ALH84001 mighthave taken place.

(E) It presents evidence that undermines the cla im
that life once existed on Mars.

Evaluat ion

This quest ion requires understanding how a part
of the passage functions within the passage as a
whole. The first paragraph begins by establishing
that McKay's team believes that the PAHs found
in A LH840 01 provide compelli ng evide nce that
life existed on Mars. To explain th is, the passage
indicates that PAHs are a type of organic
molecules, wh ich form th e basis for life.
Furthermore, to connect PAHs to possible life on
Mars, the final sentence of the first paragraph
indicates that one source of PA Hs is the decay of
dead microbes.

A C orrect . Without evidence of an organic
source for the PAHs in ALH84001, the
team 's argument would not make sense.

B The passage indi cates that PAHs can be
formed by the decay of organic materi al from
microbes but does not imply that other
organic molecules cannot be formed thi s way.

e The sentence referred to explains one
possible origin of a molecule foun d in
A L H84001 but does not imply th at most
meteorites conta in th at molecule.

D The sentence referred to does not involve the
process of terre strial contamination.

E The sentence referred to provides informa tion
necessary to the team's argume nt th at life
may have existed on M ars.

Th e correct answer is A.



23. The passage suggests that McKay's team would agree
with which of the following regarding the PAHs
produced by nonorganic processes?

(A) These PAHs arenot likely to be found in any
meteorite that has been on Earth for 13,000
years or more.

(8) These PAHs are not likely to be found in any
meteorite that originated from Mars.

(C) These PAHs arenot likely to be produced by star
formation.

(0) These PAHs are likely to be found in
combinations that distinguish them from the
PAHs produced by organic processes.

(E) These PAHs are likely to be found in fewer
meteorites than the PAHs produced by organic
processes.

Inference

This question involves understanding a particular
point ofview presented in the passage. The
passage indicates in lines 11-13 that the organic
molecules found in ALH84001 are PAHs. In
lines 23-27, skeptics of McKay's team's findings
point out that processes unrelated to organic life,
including star formation, can produce PAHs. In
the final sentence of the passage, McKay's team
notes that the type ofPAHs found in ALH84001
are more similar to those produced by organic
processes than to those produced by nonorganic
processes.

A McKay's team does not tie the presence of
nonorganic PAHs in meteorites to the
length of time the meteorites have been on
Earth.

B McKay's team does not deny the possibility
that at least some of the PAHs found in
Martian meteorites are nonorganic in
origin.

C McKay's team does not deny that PAHs can
be produced by the formation of stars.

D Correct. McKay's team notes in lines 29-34
that the PAH combinations produced by
organic processes can be distinguished from
those produced by nonorganic processes.

E McKay's team does not address the
probability of nonorganic PAHs being
found in meteorites.

The correct answer is D.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

Questions 24-26 refer to the passage on page 30.

24. Which of the following most accurately states the
purpose of the passage?

(A) To compare two differentapproaches to the
study of homeostasis

(8) To summarize the findings of several studies
regarding organisms' maintenance of internal
variables in extreme environments

(C) To argue for a particular hypothesis regarding
various organisms' conservation of water in
desert environments

(D) To cite examples of how homeostasis is
achieved by various organisms

(E) To defend a new theory regarding the
maintenance of adequate fluid balance

Main idea

To answer this question, look at the passage as a
whole. The first paragraph defines homeostasis
and names three animals that must maintain
internal fluid balance in difficult circumstances.
The topic of the second paragraph is how desert
rats maintain fluid balance. The third paragraph
discusses how camels maintain fluid balance,
while the final paragraph describes maintenance
of water balance in marine vertebrates. Thus, the
overall purpose is to give three examples of how
homeostasis is achieved.

A Examples of homeostasis are given, but
different approaches to studying it are not
discussed.

B The passage describes examples, but it does
not summarize studies.

C While the passage does discuss two desert
animals, it does not present any argument
for a particular hypothesis.

D Correct. The passage discusses the examples
of desert rats, camels, and marine
vertebrates to show how these organisms are
able to achieve homeostasis.

E The passage describes how three organisms
maintain water balance, but it presents no
theory about it.

The correct answer is D.
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25. It can be inferred from the passage that some
mechanisms that regulate internal bodytemperature,
like sweating and panting, can lead to which of the
following?

(A) A rise in the external bodytemperature

(8) A drop in the body's internal fluid level

(C) A decrease in the osmotic pressure of the blood

(D) A decrease in the amount of renal water loss

(E) A decrease in the urine's salt content

Inference

An inference is drawn from stated information. To
answer this question , look at th e information about
sweati ng and panting in line s 18-21 and 33-35.
The passage states that desert rats avoid loss offluid
through panting or sweating, w hich are regulatory
mechanismsjor maintaining internal body temperature
by evaporative cooling. The se mechanisms reduce
intern al body temperatures. Additionally, camels
conserve internal water (line 35) when they avoid
sweating and panting, except at very high body
temperatures. Therefore, they mu st lose internal
water when they do sweat and pant.

A The passage does not discuss externa l body
temperature; sweating and panting lower
internal body temperature, and th ere is no
reason to infer external body temperatur es
might rise.

B Correct. Sweating and panting lead to loss of
fluid. Desert rat s avoid sweat ing and panting
by staying in burrows, and camels do not
employ these mechanisms except at very
high body temperatures (lin es 33-35) and
thus conserve internal w ater.

C The passage states that desert rats are able to
maintain the osmoticpressure oftheir blood, as
w ell as their total body-w ater content (lines
13-15) and doe s not connect changes in
osmotic pressure to temperature-regulating
mechanisms such as sweating and panting.

D While the passage does discuss ren al water
loss, it does not relate th is to temperature
regulating mechanisms like sweating and
panting.

E The passage doe s not relate body temperature
regulators like sweating and panting to
cha nges in the urine's salt content.

The correct answer is B.
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26. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
characterizes the camel 's kidney as "entirely
unexceptional" (line26) primarily to emphasize that it

(Al functions much as the kidney of a rat functions

(8) does not aidthe camel in coping with the
exceptional water loss resulting from the
extreme conditions of its environment

(C) does not enable the camel to excrete as much
salt as do the kidneys of marine vertebrates

(D) is similar in structure to the kidneys of most
mammals living in water-deprived environments

(E) requires the help of other organs in eliminating
excess salt

Inference

To answer this question , look at the phrase
ent irely unexceptional in th e context of the passage.
Desert rats and camels share the problem of
conserving water in an environment where water
is lacking, temperature is high, an d humidity is low
(lines 10-12). Desert rat s have as part of th eir
coping mechanisms exceptional kidneys that
produce urine with a high salt content. The author
compares camels' kidneys to those of desert rat s
and shows that the camels have ord inary kid neys
that do not help the camels conserve water.

A Since a contrast is dr awn between the
kidneys of camels and those of desert rats,
the two must fu nction differently; the
passage makes no reference to th e kidneys of
other rat s.

B C orrect . The camel's kidney does nothing
special to help the camel cope with its
difficult environment.

C No comparison between the kidneys of
camels and the kidneys of marine
vertebrates is made.

D There is no information given about th e
kidney structure of mo st mammals in deser t
environments so this conclusion is not
justified.

E Marine vertebrates have other organs that
help eliminate extra salt ; camels do not .

The correct answer is B .



Questions 27-32 refer to the passage on page 32.

27. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) enumerate reasons why both traditional
scholarly methods and newer scholarly methods
have limitations

(8) identify a shortcoming in a scholarly approach
and describe an alternative approach

(C) provide empirical data to supporta long-held
scholarly assumption

(D) compare two scholarly publications on the basis
of their authors' backgrounds

(El attempt to provide a partial answer to a long
standing scholarly dilemma

Main idea

To find the primary purpose, look at what the
author is doing in the entire passage. In the first
paragraph, the author examines two approaches
to political history, both ofwhich suffer from the
same flaw, th e exclusion ofwomen. In the second
paragraph, the author reviews an alternative,
more inclu sive way to understand political history.

A The first paragraph identifies only one
reason that the two approaches are flawed;
an alternative approach is discussed in the
second paragraph.

B Correct. The author points to the flaw in
earlier approaches to history and shows an
alternative way of thinking about politi cal
history.

C No data are offered to support an
assumption.

D Only one historian is mentioned by name;
her background is not mentioned.

E No long-standing dilemma is discussed .

The correct answer is B.

28. The passage suggests which of the following
concerning the techniques used by the new political
historians described in the first paragraph of the
passage?

(A) They involved the extensive use of the
biographies of political party leaders and
political theoreticians.

3.6 Reading Compre hension Answer Explanat ions

(8) They were conceived by political historians who
were reacting against the political climates of
the 1960s and 1970s.

(C) They were of more use in analyzing the positions
of United States political parties in the
nineteenth century than in analyzing the
positions of those in thetwentieth century.

(D) They were of more use in analyzing the political
behavior of nineteenth-century voters than in
analyzing the political activities of those who
could not vote during that period.

(E) They were devised as a means of tracing the
influence of nineteenth-century political trends
on twentieth-century political trends.

Inference

The question's use of the verb suggests is an
indication that an inference must be made.
Examine the first paragraph, where the new school
ifpolitical history is discussed. These historians
used techniques such as quantitative analyses if
election returns that the author describes as useless
in analyzing thepolitical activities ifwomen, who
w ere denied the vote until 1920 (lines 9-12) . It can ,
however, be assumed that the same techniques
did prove useful in understanding the mass
p olit ical behav ior of voters .

A The first sentence explains that the se
historians sought to go beyond the t raditional
foc us . . . on leaders and gov ernment
institutions.

B Th e passage does not indicate that th e new
historians were reacting against the political
climate of their own time.

C The new historians examined the p olitical
practices ifordinary citizens (line 5), not th e
positions of political parties.

D Correct. Lines 7-12 explicitly state that the
new historians' techniques were useless in
analyzing the political activities of those not
allowed to vote; the same lines imply that
the techniques were useful in analyzing the
political behavior ofvoters.

E No information in the passage supports this
explanation.

The correct answer is D.
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29. It can be inferred that the author of the passage
quotes Baker directly in the second paragraph
primarily in orderto

(A) clarifya position before providing an alternative
to that position

(B) differentiate between a novel definition and
traditional defin itions

(C) provide an example of a point agreed on by
different generations of scholars

(D) provide an example of the prose style of an
important historian

(E) amplify a definition given in the first paragraph

Logical structure

To analyze why the author uses a direct quotation,
look at the logical structure of the passage in
relation to the quotation. The historians discussed
in the first paragraph defin e politi cal activity as
voting. Paula Baker, however, has a new
definition of political activity, one that includes
the activities of those who were not allowed to
vote. It is reasonable to infer that the author
quo tes Baker to draw attent ion to this new
definition , whi ch provides an innovative,
alternative way of thinking about political hi story.

A Paula Baker's is the alternative posit ion
offered; no alternative to hers is discussed.

B Correct. Baker is quoted to emphasize that
her definition is new and that it differ s
significantly from the traditional definit ion
used by other historians.

C The contrasting views expre ssed in the first
and second paragraphs show that different
generations of scholars have not agreed .

D The author does not comment on Baker's
prose style.

E Baker's definition contrasts with, rather th an
amplifi es, the one offered in the first
paragraph .

The correct answer is B.
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30. According to the passage, Paula Baker and the new
political historians of the 1960s and 1970s shared
which of the following?

(A) A commitment to interest group politics

(8) A disregard for political theory and ideology

(C) An interest in the ways in which nineteenth
century politics prefigured contemporarypolitics

(D) A reliance on such quantitative techniques as the
analysis of election returns

(E) An emphasis on the political involvement of
ordinary citizens

Supporting ideas

Since the question uses the phrase according to the
passage, the answer is explicitly stated in the
passage. Look for a point on wh ich the new
pol itical historians and Baker agree. The first
sentence of the passage says that the se new
histori ans were interested in th e political activities
of ordinary citizens (line 5). Paula Baker is
similarly interested in the politi cal activities of
ordinary citizens (lines 15-16), especially of female
citizens, who were not allowed to vote.

A No mention at all is made of interest group
politics, neither in relation to Baker nor in
relation to the new historians.

B The passage does not show that they
disregarded political theory and ideology.

C The passage on ly discusses Baker's interes t
in the way women's political activities in the
nineteenth centur y prefigured twentieth
century trends (line s 16-18).

D The passage explains that new historians
relied on such techniques, but th at Baker
did not.

E Correct. Both the new historians and Baker
are said to have studied the polit ical
activities of ordinary citizens.

The correct answer is E.



31. Which of the following best describes the structure of
the first paragraph of the passage?

(A) Two scholarly approaches are compared, and a
shortcoming common to both is identified.

(8) Two rival schools of thought are contrasted, and
a third is alluded to.

(C) An outmoded scholarly approach is described,
and a corrective approach is called for.

(D) An argument is outlined, and counterarguments
are mentioned.

(E) A historical era is described in terms of its
political trends.

Log ical structure

To answer this question, analyze the struc ture of
the first paragraph. I t compares the old app roach of
studying political history through emphasis on
leaders and government institutions with the new
school ofpolitical history , which turned instead to
the political practices of ordinary citizens. Both
approaches suffered from the same drawback: th e
failure to include women in their analyses.

A C orrect. Two approaches to histor y are
discussed, and a flaw shared by both, the
exclusion of women, is identified .

B The first paragraph does not allude to a
third school of th ought.

C A corrective approach is not discussed in the
first paragraph.

D The first paragraph does present an
argument, but no counterarguments are
made .

E The political trends of an historical era are
not detailed in the first paragraph.

The correct answer is A.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

32. The information in the passage suggests that a pre
1960s political historian would have been most likely
to undertake which of the following studies?

(A) An analysis of voting trends among women
voters of the 1920s

(8) A studyof male voters' gradual ideological shift
from party politics to issue-oriented politics

(C) A biography of an influential nineteenth-century
minister of foreign affairs

(D) An analysis of narrativeswritten by previously
unrecognized women activists

(E) A studyof voting trends among natural ized
immigrant laborers in a nineteenth-century
logging camp

Inference

In using suggests, this question asks the reader to
apply information stated in the passage to make
an inference about the methods of historians
before the 1960s. The se methods are discussed in
the first paragraph. Lines 3-4 say th at th e
traditional'focus ofpolit ical historians (before the
advent of the new school of historians in the
1960s and 1970s) was on leaders and government
institutions. It is reasonable to infer that th e pre
1960 s historian was likely to focus on a leader or
govern ment institution .

A Traditional hi storians did not focus on
ordinary citizens, but on their leaders.

B Baker is interested in this group shift, but
traditional historians were not.

C Correct. Traditional historians emphasized
the work of leaders and government
inst itutions; a biography of a foreign affairs
minister fits this focus perfectly.

D Such an analysis would be of interest to
Baker, but not to traditional histori ans
focusing on leaders and govern ment.

E The new historians would be interested in
such a study, but not traditi onal histori ans,
who did not look at the activities of ordinary
citizens.

The correct answer is C.
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B

A

C

E

The passage does not suggest that the
ethnographers del ibera tely withheld
evidence for personal reasons .
The ethnologists were faulted for other
reasons, not for withholding eviden ce.
Correct. As do the ethnologists, the sports
announcer observes and reports, but in
neither case is the observer adequately
familiar with the subject being observed.
The ethnologists did not purposely exclude
an item from their studies.
The passage does not point to any
similarities between the ethnologists and
the people they studied.

The correct answer is C .

D

(A) A witness in a jury trial invokes the Fifth
Amendment in order to avoid relating personally
incriminating evidence.

(B) A stockbroker refuses to divulge the source of
her information on the possible future increase
in a stock's value.

(C) A sports announcer describes the action in a
team sport with which he is unfamiliar.

(0) A chef purposely excludes the special ingredient
from the recipe of his prizewinning dessert.

(E) A politician fails to mention in a campaign
speech the similarities in the positions held by
her opponent for political office and by herself.

Application

To answer the question, determine what the
author says abou t the ethnologists and apply the
information to the examples given in the answer
choices . Ethnologists believed that recording
personal stories could increase their understanding of
the cultures that they had been observingfrom
without (lines 10-12). But they were criticized for
not spending enough time in these cultures (lines
25-26) and thus not understanding the cultures
well enough. The ir posi tion is most like that of
the sports announcer, who is also an observer but
who is not familiar with the game (or, in the case
of the ethnologists, the culture) being observed.

34. Which of the following is most similar to the actions of
nineteenth-century ethnologists in their editing of the
life stories of Native Americans?

Logical structure

To answer a question about organization,
determine the function of each paragraph in order
to see the overall structure of the whole passage.
The first paragraph introduces a research method,
recording life stories. The second and third
paragraphs discuss the problems of this method.
According to the final paragraph, the method
remains useful despite its limitations.

A Only one research method is discussed in
the passage .

B The validity of data is questioned, but on ly
one research method is discu ssed.

C While the usefulness of the method is
questioned, no new one is proposed.

D C orrect. The method of recording life
stories is described, its limitations
acknowledged, and its usefulness
recognized.

E A research method is evaluated, but no
changes are proposed.

The correct answer is D .

33. Which of the following best describes the organization
of the passage?

(A) The historical backgrounds of two currently
used research methods are chronicled.

(B) The validity of the data collected by using two
differentresearch methods is compared.

(C) The usefulness of a research method is
questioned and then a new method is proposed.

(0) The use of a research method is described and
the limitations of the results obtained are
discussed.

(E) A research method is evaluated and the changes
necessary for its adaptation to other subject
areas are discussed.

Questions 33-38 refer to the passage on page 34.

76



35. According to the passage, collecting life stories can
be a useful methodology because

(A) life stories provide deeper insights into a culture
than the hypothesizing of academics who are
not members of that culture

(B) life stories can be collected easily and theyare
not subject to invalid interpretations

(C) ethnologists have a limited number of research
methods from which to choose

(D) life stories make it easy to distinguish between
the important and unimportant features of a
culture

(E) the collection of life stories does not require a
culturally knowledgeable investigator

Supporti ng ideas

The phrase according to the passage indicates that
the answer is stated in the passage. The final
paragraph describes collec ting life stories as a
useful tool because the stories are likely to throw
more light on the working ofthe mind and emot ions
of the people the ethnologists study than any
amount ofspeculationfrom an ethnologist . . .from
anoth er culture.

A C orrect. Because they come from within a
culture, the life stories reveal more about the
culture than can any of the theories
developed by those outside the culture.

B Neither the ease nor the difficulty of
gathering the stories is mentioned, but their
vulnerability to misinterpretation is
discussed in lines 19-28.

C The passage does not discuss how many
resea rch tools are available.

D The passage states that ethnologists regarded
as un important some of the events that the
people of the stories found significant
(lines 33-37).

E According to the passage, ethnologists were
criticized for not being culturally
knowledgeable enough (lines 25-26).

The correct answer is A.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Exp lanatio ns

36. Information in the passage suggests that which of the
following may be a possible way to eliminate bias in
the editing of life stories?

(A) Basing all inferences made about the culture on
an ethnological theory

(B) Eliminating all of the emotion laden information
reported by the informant

(C) Translating the informant's words into the
researcher's language

(D) Reducing the number of questions and carefully
specifying the content of the questions that the
investigator can ask the informant

(E) Reportingall of the information that the informant
provides regardlessof the investigator's personal
opinion about its intrinsic value

Inf eren ce

The qu estion's use of the word suggests means th at
the answer depends on making an inference.
Lines 31-33 provide the reference for this
que st ion about biased editing: Editors often decided
w hat elements were sig nificant to thefield research on
a giv en tribe. The editors introduced bias with
their choices about what was important.
Therefore, it is reasonable to infer that, to
eliminate bias, those cho ices must be eliminated.
Reporting all the information, not just what th e
investigator or edi tor thinks is important , is a
poss ible way to avoid bias .

A The passage doe s not imply that bias result s
from veering away from a theory.

B Investigators are criticized for allowing
emotion to tinge their reports (line s 27-28),
but informants are not criticized for having
emotional material.

CLines 33-35 reveal that translations are not
always possible.

D The passage doe s not discuss the number
and content of questions, so it cannot be
inferred that restricting them would
eliminate bias.

E Correct. Reporting all the information,
rather than cho osing to report only what
appears to the observer to be important, is a
poss ible way to eliminate bias in editing life
stories.

The correct answer is E.
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37. The primary purpose of the passage as a whole is to

(A) question an explanation

(B) correct a misconception

(C) critique a methodology

(0) discredit an idea

(E) clarify an ambiguity

Main idea

Thi s question explicitly asks the reader to cons ider
th e passage as a whole in order to dete rmine the
author's intent. What is the subject of th e
passage? Collecting life stories is called a method
(line 20) and a useful tool (line 43). The first
paragraph introduces this research method, the
middle paragraphs offer an extended critique of it,
and the final paragraph reaffirms its useful ness.

A Collecting life storie s is not an explanation;
it is a method to gain understanding of a
culture .

B The autobiographies may be misinterpreted,
but they are not a misconception .

C C orrect. The passage is about a
methodology; both its weaknesses and
strengths are examined.

D Collecting the stories is not an idea but a
method ; though its limitations are revealed,
the method is not discredited.

E The final paragraph implies th at ambiguity
is inherent in life stories; th at ambiguity is
not clarified.

The correct answer is C .
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38. It can be inferred from the passage that a
characteristic of the ethnological research on Native
Americans conducted during the nineteenth century
was the use of which of the following?

(A) Investigators familiar with the culture under
study

(B) A language other than the informant's for
recording life stories

(C) Life stories as the ethnologist's primary source
of information

(0) Complete transcriptions of informants'
descriptions of tribal beliefs

(E) Stringent guidelines for the preservation of
cultural data

Inference

An inference is drawn from stated information.
To answer this question, find what the passage
says about the ethnological research on Native
American cultures in the nine teenth century. The
third paragraph tells us that much was inevitably
lost (line 31) when investigators wrote the oral
stories down. N ativ eA mericans recog niz ed that the
essence oftheir lives could not be communicated in
English (lines 33-35). From these two statements,
it is reasonable to infer that the stories were
written down in a language different from th at of
th e storyteller.

A The investigators were critici zed for not
being suitably familiar with the culture
(lines 25-26).

B Correct. Native Americans believed that
English could not expre ss the ir culture; at
least some investigators, therefore, must
have written the storie s down in English.

C Ethnologists wanted the storie s to
supp lement their fieldwork (lines 5-9), not to
replace it as their primary means of
invest igat ion.

D Lines 31-33 reveal that the life stories were
edi ted, not complete.

E The passage provides no information about
such guidelines.

The correct answer is B.



Questions 39-44 refer to the passage on page 36.

39. The primary function of the passage as a whole is to

(Al account for the popularity of a practice

(8) evaluate the utility of a practice

(C) demonstrate howto institute a practice

(0) weigh the ethics of using a strategy

(El explain the reasons for pursuing a strategy

Main idea

This question explicitly requires looking at the
passage as a whole in order to determine the
author's purpose. The first paragraph explains the
practice of offering guarantees and lists
circumstances in which an unconditional
guarantee may be an appropriate marketing tool.
The second paragraph begins with However,
implying that a contradiction is about to follow.
The serious drawbacks to guarantees are
examined, and the passage closes with a warning.

A The passage does not discuss the popularity
of guarantees.

B Correct. The passage examines and judges
the advantages and disadvantages of a
business practice.

C The passage does not show how to put
guarantees into place.

D The passage does not discuss ethics.
E The first paragraph does explain the reasons

for offering guarantees, but that is only a
portion of the passage, not the passage as a
whole.

The correct answer is B.

3.6 Reading Comprehension An sw er Expl anati ons

40. All of the following are mentioned in the passage as
circumstances in which professional service firms can
benefit from offering an unconditional guarantee
EXCEPT:

(Al The firm is having difficulty retaining its clients
of long standing.

(8) The firm is having difficultygetting business
through client recommendations.

(C) The firm charges substantial fees for its
services.

(Ol The adverse effects of poor performance by the
firm are significant for the client.

(El The client is reluctant to incur risk.

supporting ideas

The phrase mentioned in the passage indicates that
the necessary information is explicitly stated. To
answer this question, use the process of
elimination to find the one example that is NOT
mentioned in the passage. The question refers to
lines 8-13, where the circumstances in which an
unconditional guarantee might be beneficial to a
firm are listed. Check each of the responses to the
question against the list; the one that does not
appear in the list is the correct answer.

A Correct. The sentence beg ins by noting that
unconditional guarantees are particularly
important with new clients; clients oflong
standing are not discussed.

B Lines 12-13 include the difficulty of getting
business through referrals and word -of
mouth.

CLine 10 cites high fees as such a
circumstance.

D Lines 10-11 include the severe repercussions
of bad service.

E Lines 9-10 cite the cautiousness of the
client.

The correct answer is A.
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41. Which of the following is cited in the passage as a goal
of some professional service firms in offering
unconditional guarantees of satisfaction?

(A) A limit on the firm's liability

(B) Successful competition against other firms

(C) Ability to justify fee increases

(D) Attainment of an outstanding reputation in a field

(E) Improvement in the quality of the firm's service

Supporting ideas

When the question says to find an answer cited in
the passage, the answer will be expl icitly sta ted
information. The passage opens with an
expla nation of why some firms want to offer
unconditional guarantees: Seeking a competitive
advantage explains their rationale. F irms offer the
guarantees to compete more effectively against
firm s that do not offer guarantees.

A Th e passage does not mention liability
limits.

B Correct. Some firms offer unconditional
guarantees as a way to compete successfully
against firms that do not offer them.

CLine 10 mentions that high fees would be a
reason to offer guarantees, but fee increases
are not disc ussed.

D The second paragraph suggests the reverse:
offering a guarantee may hurt a firm's
reputation.

E Improving the quality of service is not
mentioned as a reason to offer guarantees.

The correct answer is B.
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42. The passage's description of the issue raised by
unconditional guarantees for health care or legal
services most clearly implies that which of the
following is true?

(A) The legal and medical professions have
standards of practice that would beviolated by
attempts to fulfill such unconditional guarantees.

(8) The resultof a lawsuit or medical procedure
cannot necessari ly be determined in advance by
the professionals handling a client's case.

(C) The dignity of the legal and medical professions
is undermined by any attempts at marketing of
professional services, including unconditional
guarantees.

(0) Clients whose lawsuits or medical procedures
have unsatisfactory outcomes cannot be
adequately compensated by financial
settlements alone.

(E) Predicting themonetary cost of legal or health
care services is more difficu lt than predicting
the monetary cost of other types of professional
services.

Inference

1h e question's use of the word imp lies mean s tha t
the answer depends on making an inference. Th is
que stion refers to one sentence in the passage
(lin es 21-24), so it is essential to review what that
sentence says in order to understand wh at it
implies. An unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction may have a particular di sadvantage in
the case of health care and legal services because
clients may be mi sled into believing that lawsuits
or medical procedures have guaranteed outcomes
when they do not. Since an in ference may be
drawn only from explicitly stated information, th e
correct response mu st be about the problem of
gua rantees and outcomes.

A Although this statement may be true , it
canno t be derived from the cited reference.

B Correct. Legal and medical profession als
cannot guarantee the outcomes of their work.

C 1his statement cannot be drawn from the
de scription of the issue .

D Compensati on is not di scussed in the
reference.

E P redicting costs is not di scussed in the
reference.

The correct answer is B.



43. Which of thefollowing hypothetical situations best
exemplifies the potential problem noted in the second
sentence of the second paragraph (lines 15-19)?

(A) A physician's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction encourages patients to sue for
malpractice if theyareunhappy with the
treatment they receive.

(8) A lawyer's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction makes clients suspect that the
lawyer needs to find new clients quickly to
increase the firm's income.

(C) A business consultant's unconditional guarantee
of satisfaction is undermined when the
consultant fails to provide all of the services
that are promised.

(D) An architect's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction makes clients wonder how often the
architect's buildings fail to please clients.

(E) An accountant's unconditional guarantee of
satisfaction leads clients to believe that tax
returns prepared by the accountant are certain
to be accurate.

Application

This question involves taking the problem
identified in lines 15-19 and applying it to the
hypothetical situation that best fits it. Offering an
unconditional guarantee may not work as a
marketing strategy because potential clients may
doubt the firm 'sability to deliv er thep romised lev el if
service. Thi s strategy may actually introduce doubts
or reservations on the part of potential clients and
in fact discourage them from ever hiring the firm
or th e individual providing the service.

A In this case, the problem occurs after, not
before, the service is rendered.

B This situation exemplifies another problem
of unconditional guarantees, the suggestion
that afirm is beggingftr business (line 21).

C The problem occurs after, not before, the
service is rendered.

D Correct. The architect's apparent need to
offer an unconditional guarantee makes
potential clients question the outcome of the
arch itect's work by suggesting the likelihood
of their dissatisfact ion with the architectural
serv ices.

E Th is situat ion contradicts the problem.

The correct answer is D.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanatio ns

44. The passage most clearly implies which of the
following aboutthe profess ional service firms
mentioned in lines 24-27?

(A) They are unlike ly to have offered unconditional
guarantees of satisfaction in the past.

(8) They areusually profitable enough to be able to
compensate clients according to the terms of an
unconditional guarantee.

(C) They usuallypractice in fields in which the
outcomes arepredictable.

(D) Their fees areusually more affordable than those
charged by other professional service firms.

(E) Their clients are usually already satisfied with
the quality of service that is delivered.

Inference

The ques tion asks for the implications of the
statement in lines 24-27: proftssional serv icefirms
with outstanding reputations and performance to
match have little to gain from offering unconditional
guarantees. W hy is it logical to infe r that these
firms have little to gain from th is strategy? If
their performance and reputation are both
outs tanding, it is likely that their clients are
already satisfied with the quality of the work they
provide and tha t offering such guarantees would
provide no competitive advantage.

A The statement in the passage concerns the
present; nothing is implied about what may
have been true in the past.

B The statement includes no information about
pro fitab ility, so no inference may be drawn.

C No information is provided about specifi c
fields or likely outcomes.

D Fees are not discussed in this statement.
E Correct. No guarantee is needed when

clients are already satisfied with the quality
ofwork provided.

The correct answer is E.
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Quest ions 45-49 refer to the passage on page 38 .

45. The passage is primarily concerned with

(A) identifying historical circumstances that led
Du Bois to alterhis long-term goals

(B) defining "accommodationism" and showing how
Du Bois used this strategy to achieve certain
goals

(C) accounting for a particular position adopted by
Du Bois during the FirstWorld War

(D) contesting the view that Du Bois was significantly
influenced by either Washington or Trotter

(E) assessing the effectiveness of a strategythat
Du Bois urged African Americans to adopt

Main idea

This question asks what the passage as a whole is
attempting to do. The passage opens by indicating
that many African Americans were surprised by a
political position taken by Du Bois in 1918,
which seemed more accommodationist than
expected. The passage then goes on to
demonstrate that Du Bois often shiftedpositions
(line 9) and states that Du Bois's 1918 position
was pragmatic in that it responded to real social
pressure. The passage then indicates that
Du Bois's accommodationist stance did not last
(line 31), and that he returned to a more
confrontationist stance upon learning of the
treatment ofAfrican Americans in the military.

A The passage indicates that Du Bois did not
change his long-term goals (lines 22-24).

B Accomodationism is not defined in the passage
but is associated with certain actions
(community improvement), ideologies
(solidarity), and leaders (Washington); the
passage does not indicate if Du Bois was
successful in achieving the accommodationist
goals of 1895 (lines 11-15).

C Correct. The passage explains why Du Bois
took his accommodationist position and why
he eventually rejected it.

D The passage offers no judgment as to how
much Du Bois was influenced by
Washington or Trotter.

E The passage does not indicate that there was
Widespread adoption of any of the strategies
Du Bois recommended.

The correct answer is C.
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46. The passage indicates which of the following about
Du Bois's attitude toward Washington?

(A) It underwent a shift during the FirstWorld War as
Du Bois became more sympathetic with Trotter's
views.

(B) It underwent a shift in 1903 for reasons other
than Du Bois's disagreement with Washington's
accommodationist views.

(C) It underwent a shift as Du Bois made a long-term
commitment to the strategyof accommodation.

(0) It remained consistently positive even though
Du Bois disagreed with Washington's efforts to
control the African American press.

(E) It was shaped primarily by Du Bois's appreciation
of Washington's pragmatic approach to the
advancement of the interests of African
Americans.

Suppor ting ideas

Answering this question involves recognizing
what the passage indicates about a particular
point ofview it describes. In line 15, the passage
indicates that Du Bois praised Washington's
ideas, but that in 1903 Du Bois aligned himself
with Washington's militant opponent (lines 16-17),
a shift the passage describes as being due less to
ideological reasons (lines 17-21) than to political
reasons.

A The passage indicates that the shift
described occurred in 1903, not during the
First World War.

B Correct. The passage indicates Du Bois's
shift was not due to differences he had with
Washington's ideas or views.

C The passage indicates that Du Bois
accommodationist stance did not last
(lines 30-31) and therefore was not a
long-term commitment.

D The passage indicates in lines 16-17 that
Du Bois at one point aligned himself with
Washington's militant opponent.

E The passage indicates that Du Bois
eventually rejected the accommodationist
views ofWashington.

The correct answer is B.



47. The passage suggests which of the following about
the contributions of African Americans to the United
States war effort during the FirstWorld War?

(A) The contributions were made largely in response
to Ou Bois's 1918 editorial.

(8) The contributions had much the same effect as
African Americans' contributions to previous
wars.

(C) The contributions did not end discrimination
againstAfrican Americans in the military.

(0) The contributions were made in protest against
Trotter's confrontationist tactics.

(E) The contributions were made primarily by civil
rights activists who returned to activism after
the war.

Inference

This question requires making an inference from
information given in the passage. The passage
begins by indicating that Du Bois called on
African Americans to suspend their fight for
equality and to help with the war effort during
the First World War. The final sentence of the
passage , however, indicates that Du Bois learned
that African Americans were experiencing
systematic discrimination in the military during
this time.

A The passage does not indicate how African
Americans responded to Du Bois's editorial
other than that many African Americans
were surprised by it.

B The passage indicates that African
Americans' participation in previous wars
brought legal and political advances but that
African Americans experienced
discrimination in the First World War.

C Correct. The passage indicates that African
Americans experienced systematic
discrimination in the military during the
First World War.

D The passage does not describe how African
Americans responded to Trotter's tactics
during the First World War.

E The passage does not indicate whether
African Americans involved in the war
effort were primarily civil rights activists .

The correct answer is C.

3.6 Read ing Comprehension Answer Explanations

48. The author of the passage refers to Washington's call
to African Americans in 1895 primarily in order to

(A) identifyDu Bois's characteristic position on the
continuum between accommodationism and
confrontationism

(B) explain why Ou Bois was sympathetic with
Washington's views in 1895

(C) clarify how Trotter's views differed from those of
Washington in 1895

(0) supportan assertion aboutOu Bois's tendency
to shift his political positions

(E) dismiss the claim that Du Bois's position in his
1918editorial was consistent with his previous
views

Evaluation

1his question requires understanding how a part
of the passage functions within the passage as a
whole. The passage begins by indicating that
many African Americans were surprised by
Du Bois's views in his 1918 editorial. The passage
then explains that Du Bois cfien shiftedpositions
along the continuum (lines 9-10). To demonstrate
this, the passage indicates that Du Bois praised
Washington's 1895 speech directed to African
Americans, but that by 1903, Du Bois had
aligned himself with Washington's militant
opponent (lines 16-17).

A The passage indicates that Du Bois shifted
positions (line 9) along the accornmodationist
confrontationist continuum.

B The passage does not indicate why Du Bois
praised Washington's 1895 speech.

C The passage does not indicate what Trotter's
views ofWashington's 1895 speech were.

D C orrect. The passage uses Du Bois's praise
for Washington's 1895 speech and
subsequent support ofTrotter to illustrate
Du Bois's tendency to shift positions.

E The passage does not include any claims that
Du Bois's 1918 editorial was consistent with
his previous views.

The correct answer is D .
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49. According to the passage, which of the following is
true of the strategythat Du Bois's 1918 editorial urged
African Americans to adoptduring the FirstWorld War?

(A) It was a strategy that Du Bois had consistently
rejected in the past.

(B) It represented a compromise between Du Bois's
own views and those of Trotter.

(C) It represented a significant redefinition of the
long-term goals Du Bois held prior to the war.

(D) It was advocated by Du Bois in response to his
recognition of the discrimination faced by
African Americans during the war.

(E) It was advocated by Du Bois in part because of
his historical knowledge of gains African
Americans had made during past wars.

Supporting ideas

This question requires recognizing how a part of
the passage functions within the passage as a
whole. The passage begins by indicating that
Du Bois's 1918 editorial called on African
Americans to abandon political and social
activism and help with the war effort in the First
World War. In the second paragraph, the passage
indicates that Du Bois's wartime position,
expressed in his 1918 speech, was at least partly
motivated by his belief that African Americans'
contributions to past war effirts had brought them
some legal andpolitical advances (lines 28-30).

A The passage does not discuss whether
Du Bois recommended this strategy prior
to 1918.

B The passage does not indicate that Du Bois
consciously compromised with Trotter's
views.

C The passage indicates that his 1918 wartime
views were not a change in his long-term goals
(lines 22-23).

o The passage indicates that Du Bois's
recognition of discrimination in the military
caused him to reject his own 1918 wartime
views .

E Correct. The passage indicates that
Du Bois's 1918 views were influenced partly
by a belief that past war efforts helped
African Americans both legally and
politically.

The correct answer is E .
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Quest ions 50-55 refer to the passage on page 40.

50. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) contrastpossible outcomes of a type of
business investment

(B) suggest more careful evaluation of a type of
business investment

(C) illustrate various ways in which a type of
business investment could fail to enhance
revenues

(D) trace the general problems of a company to a
certain type of business investment

(E) criticize the way in which managers tend to
analyze the costs and benefits of business
investments

Main idea

Look at the passage as a whole to find the
primary purpose. This passage uses an example,
described in the second paragraph, to illustrate
the principle of business practice explained in the
first paragraph. The author begins by saying that
efforts to improve service do not always result in a
competitive advantage for a company. Thus, an
investment in service must be carefully evaluated
to determine if it will reduce costs or increase
revenues (lines 4-8).

A Only one outcome, failure to gain a
competitive advantage, is examined.

B Correct . Investments in service must be
carefully evaluated for the returns they will
bring.

C Only one way, an unnecessary investment in
improved service, is discussed.

D The example of the bank is used only to
illustrate a general business principle; the
bank itself is not the focus of the passage.

E The passage criticizes the absence of such an
analysis, not the way it is conducted .

The correct answer is B .



51. According to the passage, investments in service are
comparable to investments in production and
distribution in terms of the

(A) tangibil ity of the benefits that theytend to confer

(B) increased revenues that theyultimately produce

(C) basis on which theyneed to be weighed

(D) insufficient analysis that managers devote to
them

(E) degree of competitive advantage that they are
likely to provide

supporting ideas

The phrase according to the p assage indicates that
the question covers material that is explicitly
stated in th e passage. The answer to this qu estion
dem ands a careful reading of the second sentence
(lines 4-8). Investments in service are like
investment s in production and distribution
becau se they must be balanced against other types if
inv estments on the basis ifdirect, tangible benefits .
Thu s, the se investments should be weighed on th e
same basis.

A The author is not equating th e tangibl e
ben efits the different kinds of investments
reap, but rather the basis on which decisions
to make investments are made.

B Revenu es generated from investing in
service are not said to be comparable to
revenue s generated from investing in
production and distribution .

C Correct. An evaluation ofwhether or not to
make thes e investments mu st be made on
the same basis.

D How man agers analyze investments in
production and distribution is not discussed .

E The competitive advantage of superior
service is acknowledged , but not the degree
of it; it is not mentioned at all in th e context
of production and distribution.

The correct answer is C.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

52. The passage suggests which of the following about
service provided by the regional bank prior to its
investment in enhancing that service?

(A) It enabled the bank to retain customers at an
acceptable rate.

(B) It threatened to weaken the bank's competitive
position with respect to other regional banks.

(C) It had already been improved after having
caused damage to the bank's reputation in the
past.

(D) It was slightly superior to that of the bank's
regional competitors.

(E) It needed to be improved to attain parity with
the service provided by competing banks.

Inference

Because th e question uses the word suggests,
finding th e answer depends on making an
inferen ce about service at the bank. The
paragraph that discusses the bank begins with
the tra nsitional expression, this truth, which refers
to the previous sentence (lines 8-15). Th e truth
is th at investing in improved service is a waste if
a comp any is already ejfectively on a par with its
competitors because it provides service that avoids a
damaging rep utat ion and keeps customersfrom
leaving at an unaccep table rate. Because of the way
th e author has linked this generalizat ion to the
descript ion of th e bank after investment, it is
reasonable to infer th at the hypothetical
company's situat ion describes th e bank prior to
its investment in improved service.

A Correct. The bank 's serv ice would have
been good enough to avoid a damaging
reputation and to ret ain customers at an
acceptable rate.

B The passage does not suggest that th e bank's
service was either poor or deficient to th at of
its competitors.

C The passage implies th at th e bank's service
avoided a damaging reputation .

D The bank would have been on a par with its
competitors, not superior to them.

E The bank wou ld have been on a par with its
competitors, not inferior to them.

The corre ct answer is A.
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53. The passage suggests that bank managers failed to
consider whether or not the service improvement
mentioned in lines 18-20

(A) was too complicated to be easily described to
prospective customers

(8) made a measurable change in the experiences
of customers in the bank's offices

(C) could be sustained if the number of customers
increased significantly

(D) was an innovation that competing banks could
have imitated

(El was adequate to bring the bank's general level
of service to a level that was comparable with
that of its competitors

Inference

The question's use of the word suggests means that
the answer depends on making an infe rence . To
answer this question, look at the entire sentence
that contains the reference (lines 20-23).
Managers failed to th ink ahead. Would the
service improvement attract new customers
because other banks would find it difficu lt to
copy? Or would the service improvement be easily
imitated by competitors? The managers should
have investigated this area before investing in
improved service.

A The passage states the improvement could
easily be described to customers (lines 28-29).

B No evidence in the passage shows that the
managers failed to think about their
customers' experience in the bank.

C The passage does not imply that managers
failed to consider an increase in clients.

D Correct. The managers did not wonder if
other banks would copy their service
improvement.

E Lines 8-12 imply that the bank enjoyed a
comparable level of serv ice before investing
in service improvement.

The correct answer is D .
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54. The discussion of the regional bank in the second
paragraph serves which of thefollowing functions
within the passage as a who le?

(A) It describes an exceptional case in which
investment in service actually failed to produce
a competitive advantage.

(8) It illustrates the pitfalls of choosing to invest in
service at a time when investment is needed
more urgently in another area.

(C) It demonstrates the kind of analysis that
managers applywhen they choose one kind of
service investment over another.

(D) It supports the argument that investments in
certain aspects of service are more
advantageous than investments in other aspects
of service.

(E) It providesan example of the point about
investment in service made in the first
paragraph.

Logical structure

This question requires thinking about what th e
second paragraph contributes to the whole
passage. The first paragraph makes a
generalization abou t investing in improvements in
serv ice; in certain conditions, such improvements
do not result in the competitive advantage a
company hopes for. The second paragraph offers
the bank as an example of this generalization.

A The first sentence of the passage explains
that improving service does not necessarily
bring a competitive advantage, so the bank is
not exceptional.

B The bank illustrates the pitfall of not
evaluating a serv ice improvement on th e
basis of tangible benefits; other area s of the
bank are not mentioned.

C The passage does not discuss how manager s
analyze and choose different service
investments.

D Investments in different aspects of service
are not evaluated in the passage.

E Correct. The bank is an example of the
position stated in the first paragraph th at
investing in improved service can be a waste
if the investment is not evaluated carefully.

The correct answer is E.



55. The author uses the word "only" in line 27 most likely
in order to

(A) highlight the oddity of the service improvement

(B) emphasize the relatively low va lue of the
investment in service improvement

(C) distinguish the primary attribute of the service
improvement from secondary attributes

(D) single out a certain merit of the service
improvement from other merits

(E) point out the limited duration of the actual
service improvement

l ogical structure

The question asks you to consider the logic of the
author's word choice . The previous two sentences
discuss why the service improvement was a
wasted investment. In con trast, the final sentence
turns to the sole advantage of the serv ice
improvement, which is trivial by comparison .
The author uses only to modify merit in order to
emphasize the minimal nature of this advantage.

A The passage does not indicate that the
service improvement is somehow strange or
peculiar.

B C orrect . Only emphasizes the low value
attached to the single benefit.

C No attributes of the service improvement are
mentioned.

D Only signifies that there was one sole merit
of the service improvement.

E The duration of the benefit is not discussed
in the passage.

The co rrect answer is B.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answ er Explanations

Questions 56-60 refer to the passage on page 42 .

56. According to the passage, before the final results of
the study were known, which of the following seemed
likely?

(A) Thatworkers with the highestproductivity would
also be the most accurate

(8) That workers who initially achieved high
productivity ratings would continue to do so
consistently

(C) That the highest performance ratings would be
achieved by workers with the highest
productivity

(D) That the most productive workers would be
those whose supervisors claimed to value
productivity

(E) That supervisors who claimed to value
productivity would place equal value on
customer satisfaction

Supporting ideas

The phrase according to the passage indicates that
the answer is stated in the passage. Only line s
17-20 refer to the expected outcome of the study:
there should have been a strong correlation between a
monitored worker's productivity and the overall
rating the worker received.

A The passage does not state a prediction
linking productivity with accuracy.

B No prediction is stated that workers rated
highly productive would remain so.

C Correct. It was expected that the most
productive workers would be the most
highly rated.

D The passage does not state such a prediction.
E The passage makes no such prediction.

The correct an swer is C.
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57. It can be inferred that the author of the passage
discusses "unmonitored workers" (line III primarily in
order to

(A) compare the ratings of these workers with the
ratings of monitored workers

(8) provide an example of a case in which
monitoring might be effective

(C) provide evidenceof an inappropriate use of
CPMCS

(0) emphasize the effect that CPMCS may have on
workers' perceptions of their jobs

(E) illustrate the effect that CPMCS may have on
workers' ratings

Inf erence

A n inference is dr awn from stated information.
Go to the specific line reference in the que stion to
find the reason that the author included th e detail
about unmonitored workers. Unmonitored
workers are compare d with monitored workers on
a single point: what they believe to be the most
imp ort ant element of the ir job (and thus of their
rat ings). While unmonitored workers believe it is
customer service, monitored workers point to
productivity. The logical inference from the
information given is th at th e author is using th is
cont rast to show that CPM C S affect how workers
th ink about thei r jobs.

A Un monitored workers' rat ings are not
discussed in the passage.

B The passage doe s not link un monitored
workers with a potentially effective use of
monitoring.

C 111e passage does not connect unmonitored
workers with inappropriate uses of CPMCS.

D Correct. The contrast in the workers'
responses demonstrates that CPMCS may
influence how workers think about th eir
jobs.

E The passage does not con nect unmonitored
workers with the effect of CPMCS on
workers' ratings .

The correct answer is D .
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58. Which of the following, if true, would most clearly have
supported the conclusion referred to in lines 22-25?

(A) Ratings of productivity correlated highly with
ratings of both accuracy and attendance.

(B) Electronic monitoring greatly increased
productivity.

(C) Most supervisors based overall ratings of
performance on measures of productivity alone.

(0) Overall ratings of performance correlated more
highly with measures of productivity than the
researchers expected.

(E) Overall ratings of performance correlated more
highly with measures of accuracy than with
measures of productivity.

Logical structure

To answer this que stion, look at th e actual
conclusion of th e study: in rating workers'
performances, super-visors gave considerable weight
to . . . attendance, accuracy , and indications of
customer satisfaction. What additional piece of
infor mation wou ld support this conclusion? If one
of th ese three criteria ma tte red as much as or
more th an productivity in assessing workers '
performances, then the conclusion wou ld be
streng thened. Thus, the supervisors' overall
performance rati ngs sho uld correlate with
measure s of attenda nce, accu racy, or customer
service to at least the same extent th at they
correlate with measures of productivity.

A Th e conclusion is about the value supervisors
place on criter ia other than product ivity, so a
finding about productivity is irrelevant to
th e conclusion.

B Increased productivity is not relevant to the
concl usion, which concerns other criteria in
performance assessment.

C Th is statement contradicts th e conclusion
th at supervisors value other criteria .

D This statement contradic ts the conclusion
stated in lines 22-25.

E Correct. The conclusion is strengthened
when measures of accuracy, one of the three
criteria supervisors consider other than
prod uctivity, correlate with overall
performance ratings more h ighly than
meas ure s of productivity do .

The correct answer is E.



59. According to the passage, a "hygiene factor" (line 27)
is an aspect of a worker's performance that

(A) has no effect on the rating of a worker's
performance

(8) is so basic to performance that it is assumed to
be adequate for all workers

(C) is given less importance than it deserves in
rating a worker's performance

(D) is not likely to affect a worker's rating unless it is
judged to be inadequate

(E) is importantprimarily because of the effect it
has on a worker's rating

Supporting ideas

The phrase according to thepassageindicates that
the answer is explicitly stated in th e passage. By
putting hygienefa aor in quotation marks, the
author is calling attention to th e expression ,
which is explained in line s 27-31. A "hygiene
factor" is a criterion in assessing job performance
that hurts the overall rating if it is too low, but
that does not improve the rating beyond a certain
point.

A If too low, a "hygienefaaor" affects the rat ing
negatively (lines 27-28).

B Because the "hygieneftctor" can affect the
rati ng, it is not assumed to be uniformly
adequate.

C The passage does not provide enough
info rmation to make this determination.

D Correct. When low, the "hygiene[actor"may
affect workers' overall ratings negatively, but
when high , it doe s not affect the rati ngs
beyond a certain point.

E The passage does not asser t that the prim ary
imp ortance of th e "hygienefa ctor" is its effect
on ratings.

The correct answer is D .

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

60. The primarypurpose of the passage is to

(A) explain the need for the introduction of an
innovative strategy

(8) discuss a studyof the use of a particular
method

(C) recommend a course of action

(D) resolve a difference of opinion

(E) suggest an alternative approach

Main idea

To answer this que stion, look at the entire
passage. What is its ma in point? It begins by
explaining the use of CPMCS in some
companies, and th en it shows that a study of
employees being monitored by CPMCS revealed
unexpe cted result s. The rest of th e passage
discusses th e study.

A The passage rep orts rather than argues; it
does not explain the need for a strategy.

B Correct. The passage pre sents a method of
record ing workers' activities, CPMCS, and
then reports th e findi ngs of a study of this
method.

C The passage describes a study of a method; it
doe s not recommend a course of action.

D The passage provide s study result s, not
conflicting opinions.

E No altern ative to CPMCS is discussed in
th e passage.

The correct answer is B.

89



The Official Guide fo r GMAT®Verba l Review 2nd Edition

Questions 61-63 refer to the passage on page 44.

61. The primarypurpose of the passage is to

(A) refute the idea that the zonation exhibited in
mangrove forests is caused by adaptation to
salinity

(B) describe the pattern of zonation typically found
in Florida mangrove forests

(C) argue that Davis' succession paradigm cannot be
successfully applied to Florida mangrove forests

(D) discuss hypotheses that attempt to explain the
zonation of coastal mangrove forests

(E) establish that plants that do well in saline forest
environments require salt to achieve maximum
metabolic efficiency

Main idea

Look at the passage as a whole in order to find
the passage's primary purpose. The first paragraph
discus ses zonation and species distribution in
mangrove forests. The second paragraph presents
Davis' theory that zonation is caused by plant
succession. The third paragr aph discusses a
challenge to Davis' theory. The final paragraph
presents research on salinity tolerance and
zonation in mangrove forests. The passage as a
whole is concerned with different explanations of
zonation in mangrove forests.

A The fourth paragraph discusses the relat ion
of salinity and zonation, but the passage
does not refute this idea . Since this idea is
only discussed in one parag raph, it cannot be
the primary concern of the whole passage.

B Zonation is described in the first paragraph,
but the passage's primary interest is in the
possible causes of zonat ion.

C The third paragraph shows that D avis'
paradigm applie s to some mangrove forests
but not to those on stable coastlines.

D Correct. The passage's primary purpose, as
expre ssed throughout, is looking at different
explanations of the causes of zonation in
mangrove forests.

E Salin ity is discussed in the final paragraph,
but the passage states that salt is not required.
The brief discussion of thi s point shows that
it is not the primary concern of the passage.

The correct answer is D .
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62. According to the passage, the earliest research on
mangrove forests produced which of the following?

(A) Data that implied random patterns of mangrove
species distribution

(B) Descriptions of species distributions suggesting
zonation

(C) Descriptions of the development of mangrove
forests over time

(D) Reclassification of species formerly thought to
be identical

(E) Data that confirmed the "land-building" role of
mangroves

Supporting ideas

As indicated by the phrase according to thep assage,
this question is based on factual information
stated in the passage. Lines 5-8 describe the
earliest research on mang roveforests. Thi s research
produced descriptions ofspecies distribut ionfrom shore
to land. Th is shore-to-Iand pattern is described as
"zonal" in the first sentence.

A The passage suggests that the distribution
was not random.

B Correct. The description of the species
distribution goes from sho re to land, fitting
the defin ition of "zonal" in the first sentence.

C Th e passage does not indicate that the
earliest research looked at mangrove forest
development over t ime.

D There is no evidence th at the earliest
research involved reclassification.

E The earliest research produced only
descriptions; the land-building th eory came
later.

The correct answer is B.



63. It can be inferred from the passage that Davis'
paradigm does NOT apply to which of the following?

(A) The shoreline of Florida mangrove forests first
studied by Davis

(8) A shoreline in an area with weak currents

(C) A shoreline in an area with weak tidal energy

(D) A shoreline extended by "land-building" species
of mangroves

(E) A shoreline inwhich few sediments can
accumulate

Application

To answer this question, apply Davis' paradigm to
the situations in the answer choices . One situation
will NOT fit the paradigm. According to Davis,
the shoreline is extended seaward because of the
"land-building" roleofmangroves (lines 12-14).
The third paragraph describes the circumstances
favorable to the land-building proces s: weak
currents, weak tidal energies, and the
accumulation of sediments. In the absence of
these conditions, land-building would not occur.

A Since this is the area from which Davis
drew his conclusions, it obviously fits the
paradigm.

B Weak currents favor the land-building
paradigm.

C Weak tida l energies favor the land-building
paradigm.

D If land-building has occurred, then the
paradigm describing that land-building
applies.

E Correct. If few sediments can accumulate,
land-building is NOT able to occur.

The correct answer is E.

3.6 Readi ng Comprehension Answer Exp lanations

Questions 64-70 refer to the passage on page 46 .

64. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) review research demonstrating the benefits of
corporate mergers and acquisitions and
examine some of the drawbacks that acquisition
behavior entails

(8) contrast the effects of corporate mergers and
acquisitions on acquiring firms and on firms that
are acquired

(C) report findings that raise questions about a
reason for corporate mergers and acquisitions
and suggest possible alternative reasons

(D) explain changes in attitude on the part of
acquiring firms toward corporate mergers and
acquisitions

(E) account for a recent decline in the rate of
corporate mergers and acquisitions

Main idea

This question requires understanding what the
passage as a whole is trying to do . The passage
begins by citing three studies that demonstrate
that when firms acquire other firms, there is not
necessarily a worthwhile economic gain. The
passage then cites economic interests as the reason
given by firms when they acquire other firms but
calls into question the veracity of this reasoning.
The passage then goes on to speculate as to why
mergers and acquisitions occur.

A The research cited in the passage calls into
question whether mergers and acquisitions
are beneficial to firms .

B The passage is not concerned with
comparing the relative effects of mergers
and acquisitions on the acqu ired and
acquiring firms.

C C orrect. The passage surveys reports that
ques tion the reasons given by firms when
they acquire other firms and suggests other
reasons for these acquisitions.

D The passage does not indicate that there has
been a change in the attitude of acquiring
firms toward mergers and acquisitions.

E The passage does not indicate that there has
been a decli ne in the rate of mergers and
acquis itions.

The correct answer is C.
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65. The findings cited in the passage suggest which of the
following aboutthe outcomes of corporate mergers
and acquisitions with respect to acquiring firms?

(Al They include a decrease in value of many
acquiring firms' stocks.

(8) They tend to be more beneficial for small firms
than for large firms.

(C) They do not fulfill the professed goals of most
acquiring firms.

(D) They tend to be beneficial to such firms in the
longterm even though apparently detrimental in
the short term.

(El They discourage many such firms from
attempting to make subsequent bids and
acquisitions.

Infe rence

Answering this question requires recognizing
what is inferable from information given in the
passage. The passage begins by citing three
studies that show that mergers and acquisitions
often harm the economic goals of acquiring firms.
The passage also indicates that, nonetheless,
acquiring firms continue to assert that their
objectives are econom ic ones (lines 15-16),
suggesting that the goals of these firms are not
met by acquiring other firms.

A The passage suggests that the stock of
acquiring firms tends to increase in value

(lines 12-13), albeit less than the firm it
acquires.

B The three studies cited in the passage do
contrast the effects of corporate mergers on
acquiring firms and on acquired firms, but
the effects in question are significant only
insofar as they contribute to the wider
investigation into why mergers take place
at all.

C C orrect. The passage indicates that even
while acquiring firms cite economic goals,
the results of the studies indicate that these
goals are not being met.

D The passage makes no comparison between
the long-term and short-term gains of
acquiring firms .

E The passage does not indicate that firms
have been affected by the results of the
studies cited.

The correct answer is C.
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66. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
would be most likely to agreewith which of the
following statements aboutcorporate acquisitions?

(A) Their known benefits to national economies
explain their appeal to individual firms during the
1970s and 1980s.

(8) Despite their adverse impacton some firms,
they are the best way to channel resources from
lessto more productive sectors of a nation's
economy.

(C) They are as likely to occur because of poor
monitoring by boards of directors as to be
caused by incentive compensation for
managers.

(Dl They will be lessprevalent in the future, since
their actual effects will gain wider recognition .

(El Factors other than economic benefit to the
acquiring firm help to explain the frequency with
which they occur.

Inference

Th is question requires understanding what view
the author has about a particular issue. The three
studies cited by the passage all suggest that
mergers and acquisitions do not necessar ily bring
economic benefit to the acquiring firms. The
author concludes therefore that facto rs having little

to do w ith corporate econom ic interests exp lain
acquisitions (lines 23-24) and then goe s on to
speculate as to what the reasons may actually be.

A The passage indicates that while mergers
and acquisitions may benefit the national
economy, the appeal of mergers and
acquisitions must be tied to companies'
private economic interests (lines 19-22).

B The passage makes no judgment as to the
best way for firms to help channel resources
from less to more efficien t economic sectors.

C The passage makes no comparison between
the influence of poor monitoring by boards
and that of executive incentives.

D The passage makes no prediction as to
future trends in the market for mergers and
acquisitions.

E Correct. The passage states that factor s
other than economic interests drive mergers
and acquisitions.

The correct answer is E.



67. The author of the passage mentions the effect of
acquisitions on national economies most probably in
orderto

E

3.6 Reading Comprehension An swer Explanat ions

In th e pa ssage, modeling is unrelated to the
idea th at acquisitions may have a desirable
effect on national economies.

(Al provide an explanation for the mergers and
acquisitions of the 1970s and 1980soverlooked
by the findings discussed in the passage

(8) suggest that national economic interests played
an important role in the mergers and
acquisitions of the 1970s and 19805

(C) support a noneconomic explanation for the
mergers and acquisitions of the 1970s and
1980s that was cited earlier in the passage

(D) cite and point out the inadequacy of one possible
explanation for the prevalence of mergers and
acquisitions duringthe 1970s and 1980s

(E) explain how modeling affected the decisions
made by managers involved in mergers and
acquisitions duringthe 1970s and 1980s

Eva lua t io n

This question requires understanding why a piece
of information is included in the passage. After
the passage cites the results of the three studies
on mergers and acquisitions, which call into
question the economic benefits of acquisitions, it
indicates that firm s nonetheless claim that their
objec tives are economic. The passage then states
that wh ile acquisitions may well have a desirable
effect on national economies (lines 17-19), th e
results of the studies suggest that factors other
tha n economic interest must drive executives to
arrange mergers and acquisitions.

A The passage does not mention national
economies as part of an explanation for the
occurrence of mergers and acquisitions.

B The passage sugge sts that the effect of
acquisitions on national economies is not
tied to any explanations for why acquisitions
occur.

C The effect of acquisitions on national
economies is not mentio ned in the pas sage
as an explanation for why acqu isitions occur.

D Correct. The passage uses the mention of
national economies as part of a larger point
questioning the stated motivations behind
firms' efforts to acquire other firm s.

The correct answer is D .

68. According to the passage, during the 1970s and
1980s bidding firms differed from the firms for which
theybid in that bidding firms

(A) tended to be more profitable before a merger
than after a merger

(8) were more often concerned about the impact of
acquisitions on national economies

(C) were run by managers whose actions were
modeled on those of other managers

(D) anticipated greater economic advantages from
prospective mergers

(E) experienced less of an increase in stock value
when a prospective merger was announced

Supporting ideas

This question requires recognizing information
contained in the passage. In line s 10-14, the
passage describes the findings of the third study
of mergers and acquisitions in the 1970 s and
1980s. This study found that, after the
announcement of a pos sible merger, the stock
value of an acquiring, or bidding, firm increases
much less th an th e stock value of the firm for
which it is in the process of bidding.

A The passage doe s not indicate whether th e
profitability of acqu iring firms tended to be
greater or less after a merger.

B The passage does not indicate that acquiring
firms were concerned about the impact of
th eir actions on national economies.

C The pas sage doe s not mention the actions of
managers at firms that are being acquired.

D The passage does not discuss whether
acquiring firms tended to expect greater
overall economic gains than actually
occur red.

E Correct. The passage indicates th at the
stock value of acquiring firms grew less th an
that of the firms they were attempting to
acquire.

1he correct answer is E.
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69. According to the passage, which of the following was
true of corporate acquisitions that occurred during the
1970s and 1980s?

(Al Few of the acquisitions that firms made were
subsequently divested.

(8) Most such acquisitions produced only small
increases in acquired firms' levels of profitability.

(C) Most such acquisitions were based on an
overestimation of the value of target firms.

(D) Thegains real ized by most acquiring firms did
not equal the amounts expended in acquiring
target firms.

(E) About halfof such acquisitions led to long-term
increases in the value of acquiring firms' stocks.

Supporting id eas

Thi s ques tion requires recognizing info rmation
contained in the passage. The passage reports on
three studies of mergers and acquisitions in the
1970s and 1980s. In lines 7-10, the passage
indicates that the second study found that the
postacqui sition gains to most of the acquiring
firms did not offset, or at least equal, the price
paid to acquire the firms.

A The passage does not d iscuss post
acquisition divesting.

B The passage indicates that on average, the
profitability of acqu ired firms fell after being
acquired (lines 5-7).

C The passage does not indicate whether mos t
acquiring firm s overestimated the value of
the firm s the y acquired.

D Correct. The passage states that for most
acquiring firm s the costs of buying the
acquired firm were greater than th e gains
derived from acquiring it.

E The passage does not indicate what
percentage of acquiring firms, if any,
experienced long-term gains in the ir stock
value.

The correct answer is D.
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70. The author of the passage implies that which of the
following is a possible partial explanation for
acquisition behavior during the 1970s and 1980s?

(A) Managers wished to imitate othermanagers
primarily because they saw how financially
beneficial other firms' acquisitions were.

(8) Managers miscalculated the value of firms that
were to be acquired.

(C) Lack of consensus within boards of directors
resulted in their imposing conflicting goals on
managers.

(D) Total compensation packages for managers
increased during that period.

{El The value of bidding firms' stock increased
significantly when prospective mergers were
announced.

Inference

This question requires recognizing what can be
inferred from the information in the passage.
After providing the results of the studies of
mergers and acqui sitions, the author concludes
that even though acquiring firm s state th at their
objectives are economic, factors having lit tle to do
with corporate economic interests explain
acquisitions (lines 22-24). A mong alternative
explanations, the author points to managerial
error in estimating the value of firm s targeted for
acquisition (lines 27-28) as possibly contribut ing
to acqui sition behavior in the 1970s and 1980s.

A While th e passage ind icates that managers
may have modeled th eir beh avior on othe r
manager s, it does not provide a reason for
why this would be so.

B Correct. The author states that one
explanation for acquisition behavior may be
that managers erred when they estimated
th e value of firms being acqui red.

C The author discusses a lack of monitoring by
boards of dire ctors but makes no men tion of
consensus within the se boards.

D The author doe s not discuss compensation
packages for managers.

E The passage does not state how sign ificantly
the value of the bidding firm's stock increased
upon announcing a merger but only that it
increased less in value tha n did the stock of
the prospective firm being acquired.

The correct answer is B.



Questions 71-76 refer to the passage on page 48 .

71. The primary purpose of the passage is to

(A) discuss a plan for investigation of a phenomenon
that is not yet fully understood

(8) present two explanations of a phenomenon and
reconcile the differences between them

(C) summarize two theories and suggest a third
theorythat overcomes the problems
encountered in the first two

(0) describe an alternative hypothesis and provide
evidence and arguments that support it

(E) challenge the validity of a theory by exposing the
inconsistencies and contradictions in it

Main idea

Examining the structure of the whole passage
helps to identify the passage's primary purpose or
main idea. The first two paragraphs introduce a
recent hypothesis about how caffeine affects
behavior. The third paragraph looks at an earlier,
widely accepted theory and then presents the
objections to it made by the scientists proposing
the more recent hypothesis. The fourth and fifth
paragraphs provide evidence to support the newer
hypothesis. Since most of the passage is devoted to
the recent hypothesis, clearly the primary purpose
must be to present that hypothesis to readers.

A The passage discusses a current
investigation, not one planned for the future.

B The passage examines two explanations, but
the earlier theory is discussed only to expose
its weakness and the differences between the
explanations are not reconciled. Most of the
passage is devoted to the more recent
hypothesis.

C Only two theories are presented in the
passage.

D Correct. The recent hypothesis provides an
alternative to an earlier one and is supported
by evidence and arguments.

E Lines 32-37 do pose such a challenge to the
earlier theory; however, the challenge is a
small part of the whole passage. Similarly, in
the final paragraph, an exception to the
more recent theory is introduced, only to be
dismissed as an unimportant concern.

The correct answer is D.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

72. According to Snyder et al., caffeine differs from
adenosine in that caffeine

(A) stimulates behavior in the mouse and in humans,
whereas adenosine stimulates behavior in
humans only

(8) has mixed effects in the brain, whereas
adenosine has only a stimulatory effect

(C) increases cyclic AMP concentrations in target
neurons, whereas adenosine decreases such
concentrations

(0) permits release of neurotransmitters when it is
bound to adenosine receptors, whereas
adenosine inhibits such release

(E) inhibits both neuron firing and the production of
phosphodiesterase when there is a sufficient
concentration in the brain, whereas adenosine
inhibits only neuron firing

Supporting ideas

To answer this question, look for the section in
the passage that discusses adenosine and caffeine.
The first paragraph leads the reader through how
adenosine (lines 7-11) and caffeine (lines 4-7)
work in the brain, according to Snyder et al.
Adenosine depresses neuronfiring by inhibiting the
releaseifneurotransmitters; it is able to achieve
this by binding to specific receptorson neuronal
membranes. Caffeine interrupts this process by
binding to the receptors, which prevents
adenosine from attaching to them, and the
neurons then fire more readily than they otherwise
would (lines 17-21).

A The passage does not suggest that adenosine
stimulates behavior.

B While the final paragraph reveals that
caffeine displays mixed effects, the passage
does not state that adenosine has a
stimulatory effect.

C Increasing cyclic AMP concentrations is
part of the earlier theory, not that of Snyder
et al.

D Correct. Lines 17-21 explain that caffeine
binds to the receptors, releasing
neurotransmitters, whereas adenosine
hinders that release.

E Inhibiting the production of
phosphodiesterase is discussed in the earlier
theory, not in the work of Snyder et al.

The correct answer is D.
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73. In response to experimental resu lts concerning IBMX,
Snyder et al. contended that it is not uncommon for
psychoactive drugs to have

(Al mixed effects in the brain

(B) inhibitory effects on enzymes in the brain

(e) close structural relationships with caffeine

(0) depressive effects on mouse locomotion

(E) the ability to dislodge caffeine from receptors in
the brain

Supporting ideas

To answer this question, look at th e last
paragraph , which discusses the effects of IBMX.
Thi s compound bind s to the adenosine receptors,
but instead of acting as a stimulant as other
caffeine derivatives do, it was found to depress
locomotion in mice. Snyder et a1. explain th at
IBl\1X has mixed effects in the brain, a not unusual
occurrence w ith psychoactiv e drugs (lines 58-60).

A Correct. The results of one experiment can
be explained by mixed effects in the brain,
which Snyder et a1. say may occur with
psychoactive drugs.

B This response refers back to th e earlier
theory, not to Snyder et al.s response
concern ing IBMX experim ent results.

C Caffe ine is only included within the broad
category of psychoactive drugs.

D Thi s effect is attributed to one compound ,
IBMX, not to all psychoact ive drugs.

E This ability is not discussed in the passage.

lhe correct answer is A.

74. According to Snyder et aI., all of the following
compounds can bind to specific receptors in the brain
EXCEPT

(A) IBMX

(8) caffeine

(C) adenosine

(0) theophylline

(El phosphodiesterase

Supporting ideas

This question asks the reader to rule out all the
possibilities discussed in the text , leaving the
single exception. The first paragraph explai ns that
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both adeno sine and caffeine bind to receptors in
the brain. The thi rd paragraph attests to the ability
of theophylline to bind to the receptors. The last
paragraph describes IBMX as a compound that
binds to adenosine receptors . Thus, the exception
has to be the enzyme phosphodiesterase.

A Lines 54-55 state th at IBMX binds to

recep tors.
B Lines 17-19 state that caffeine binds to

receptors.
CLines 13-14 state that adenosine binds to

receptors.
D Lines 46-50 state th at theophylline binds to

receptors.
E Correct. The passage includes no evidence

th at phosphodiesterase bind s to recep tors.

The correct answer is E.

75. Snyder et al. suggest that caffeine's ability to bind to
Al and A2 receptors can be at least partially attributed
to which of the following?

(A) The chemical relationship between caffeine and
phosphodiesterase

(8) The structural relationship between caffeine and
adenosine

(C) The structural similarity between caffeine and
neurotransmitters

(0) The ability of caffeine to stimulatebehavior

(E) The natural occurrence of caffeineand
adenosine in the brain

Supporting ideas

Th is question asks the reader to find information
th at is sugges ted but not directly stated in the
passage. The Al and A2 receptors are mentioned
in line 16, so look at the sur rounding material.
Snyder et al. propose that caffeine, w hich is
structura lly similar to adenosine, binds to both types
of receptors, just as adenosine does. Caffe ine's
ability to bind to the se receptors may be due to
this structural similarity to adenosine.

A Phosphodiesterase is discussed in an entirely
different contex t in lines 22-25.

B Correct. Lines 17-19 suggest that caffeine 's
structural similarity to adenosine may be
responsible for its ability to bind to Al and
A 2 receptors.



C Caffeine acts on neurotransmitters; it is not
structurally similar to them.

D Caffeine's ability to stimulate behavior
results from, rather than causes, this proce ss.

E 1he passage does not discu ss the natural
occur rence of these compounds.

The correct answer is B.

76. The author quotes Snyder et al. in lines 43-48 most
probably in order to

(A) reveal some of the assumptions underlying their
theory

(8) summarize a major finding of their experiments

(C) point out that their experiments were limited to
the mouse

(0) indicate that their experiments resulted only in
general correlations

(El refute the objections made by supporters of the
older theory

Logical structure

To find the reason that the author quotes Snyder
et al., examine the fourth paragraph, where the
quotation appears. The paragraph starts with
eviden ce supporting the new hypothesis on the
basis of experiments with mice . The quotation
then begins with the phrase in general, which
implies a summary of the results of the work with
mice. The quoted material explain s that the more
the compounds were able to bind to the receptors,
the greater the stimulatory effect. Thi s major
finding supports the hypothesis.

A The quotation expla ins results of an
experiment, not assumptions about a th eory.

B Correct. The quotation summarizes th e
experiment with mice and reports a major
finding in support of the hypothesis.

e The quotation generalizes on the basis of the
experiment; it does not limit the finding to
rruce.

D Specific , not general, correlations were made
bet ween th e abilit y to bind to recep tors and
to sti mulate locomotion.

E The passage includes no such objections;
therefore no refutations are needed.

The correct answer is B.

3.6 Readi ng Comprehension An sw er Expl anations

Questions 77-84 refer to the passage on page 50.

77. According to the passage, job segregation by sex in
the United States was

(A) greatly diminished by labormobilization during
the Second World War

(8) perpetuated by those textile-mill owners who
argued in favor of women's employment in wage
labor

(C) one means by which women achieved greater
job security

(0) reluctantly challenged by employers except
when the economic advantages were obvious

(E) a constant source of labor unrestin the young
textile industry

Support ing ideas

The question uses the phrase according to the
passage, indicating that the answer is based on
information stated in the passage. The second
paragraph explains that a prevailing definition oj
ftmininity often dictates what jobs are given to
women. For example, textile-mill owners used
hom) stereotypes associated with . . . homemaking
activities in order to justify their employment of
women, claiming that women we re by nature
skillfu l at detailed tasks andpatient in carry ing out
repetitive chores.

A Just the reverse is true: Although some
women were permitted to take "male" jobs
during the Second World War, line s 45-47
show that j ob seg regat ion by sex characterized
eve n the most important war indust ries.

B Correct. Textile-mill owners exploited
stereotypes about women and the work
suited to them in order to justify employing
them as wage laborers.

e Many "female" jobs were less secure (lines
35-36) .

D No information in the passage leads to this
conclusion; in fact, employers showed little
interest in challenging job segregation even
when higherprofits beckoned (lines 40-42).

E Labor unrest among textile-mill workers is
not discussed .

The correct answer is B.
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78. According to the passage, historians of women's labor
focused on factory work as a more promising area of
research than service-sector work because factory
work

(A) involved the payment of higher wages

(8) required skill in detailed tasks

(C) was assumed to be less characterized by sex
segregation

(D) was more readily accepted by women than by
men

(E) fit the economic dynamic of industrialism better

Supporting ideas

The phrase according to thepassage indicates that
the answer is stated in th e passage. Look at the
first paragraph, which discusses histor ians of
women's labor. These historians disregarded
service work in favor of factory work not only
because factory work differed from traditional
"women's work," but also becau se the forces of
industrialism were presumed to begender-b lind
(lines 8- 10).

A The passage does not indicate that historians
studied factory workers because of higher
wages .

B The passage gives no evidence that
historian s chose this research area for thi s
reason.

C Correct. The passage indicates that the
historians cho se th is research area because
the y assumed tha t sex segrega tion was less
prevalent in factory work th an in service
sector work.

D A lthough the passage states that women
accepted factory work more readily th an did
men, this difference is not cited in the
passage as th e reason historians focused on
factory work .

E Factory work may have fit the dynamic
of industrialism better, but thi s is not the
reason the passage gives for the historian s'
choice.

The correct answer is C.
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79. It can be inferred from the passage that early
historians of women's labor in the United States paid
little attention to women's employment in the service
sector of the economy because

(A) the extreme variety of these occupations made
it very difficult to assemble meaningful statistics
about them

(8) fewer women found employment in the service
sector than in factory work

(C) the wages paid to workers in the service sector
were much lower than those paid in the industrial
sector

(D) women's employment in the service sector
tended to be much more short-term than in
factory work

(E) employment in the service sector seemed to
have much in common with the unpaid work
associated with homemaking

Inference

Since this question asks for an inference, the
answer is not directly stated in the passage; it
must instead be derived from the information
given. To answer this question, look at wh at the
first paragraph says about the historians' focus on
factory work. The historians disregarded service
work and focused instead onfactory work in part
becau se it seemed so differentf rom tradit ional,
unpaid "w omen's wo rk" in the home (lines 5-8).
Since the two kinds of work are explicitly
contrasted , it is reasonable to infer that what is
not true of factor y work is true of service work;
service work is similar to t raditional, unpaid
"w omen's work" in the home.

A No mention of statistics is mad e in the
passage and serv ice-sector jobs are not
characterized as extremely various.

B The numbers of women in each kind of
work are not compared.

C Wages earned in the two kinds ofwork are
not com pared .

D Duration of employment in the two kinds of
work is not compared.

E Correct. Historians disregarded service
work because it was similar to unp aid
"women's w ork" in the home.

The correct answer is E.



80. The passage supports which of the following
statements about the early mill owners mentioned in
the second paragraph?

(A) They hoped that by creating relatively
unattractive "female" jobs theywould discourage
women from losing interest in marriage and
family life.

(8) They sought to increase the size of the available
laborforce as a means to keep men's wages
low.

(C) They argued that women were inherently suited
to do well in particular kinds of factory work.

(D) They thought that factory work bettered the
condition of women by emancipating them from
dependence on income earned by men.

(E) They felt guilty about disturbing the traditional
division of labor in the family.

Supporting ideas

The second paragraph discusses the assumptions
and actions of the mill owners. To answer this
que stion , look for a perspective or action that th e
paragraph explicitly supports. The mill ow ners
accepted and perpetuated the stereotypes of
women, including th eir supposed greater
attention to detail and patience with repetitive
tasks, and thus argued that women were
inherently (by nature) suited to the work in a
textile mill.

A The passage states that the mill owners
assumed that women's "real" aspirat ions were

for marriage an dfam ily lift, which they used
as an excuse to pay women less.

B The passage does not say that mill owners
t ried to keep men's wages low.

C Correct. The mill ow ners contended that
certain factory work was suitable to a
woman's alleged patient, detail-oriented
natu re.

D Th e passage doe s not credit mill owners
with trying to emancipate women.

E There is no ind ication in the passage that
th e mill ow ners felt any gu ilt .

The correct answer is C .

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

81. It can be inferred from the passage that the "unfinished
revolution" the author mentions in line 15 refers to the

(A) entry of women into the industrial labor market

(8) recognition that work done bywomen as
homemakers should be compensated at rates
comparable to those prevailing in the service
sector of the economy

(C) development of a new definition of femininity
unrelated to the economic forces of industrialism

(D) introduction of equal pay for equal work in all
professions

(E) emancipation of women wage earners from
gender-determined job allocation

Inference

An in ference requires going beyond th e material
explicitly sta ted in the passage to the author 's
ideas that underlie that material. To understand
this reference, it is first necessary to analyze its
context. The first paragraph explains that
historians focused on factory work on the
assumption that it was gender-blind and
ema ncipatory in effect. However, the paragraph
concludes, ema ncipation has been lessprofound than
expected, fo r not even industrial wage labor has
escaped continued sex seg regation in the workplace
(lines 11-14). The phrase this unfinished rev olut ion
occurs in the next sente nce, and it refers back to
continued sex segregation in the workplace. Here the
passage implies that th e author believes the
revoluti on is unfinished because jobs are still
allocated to women on the basis of their sex.

A Th e first paragraph has established that
women are already in the industrial
workforce; this is not unfinished, even if
women were excluded from some jobs
during the Second World W ar.

B Compensation for work at home is not
discussed in the passage.

C The on ly definition of fem ininity referred to
in the passage is said to determine the kinds
of jobs available to women.

D Equal pay for equal work is not addressed in
th e passage.

E Correct. The unfinished rev olution refers to
an em ancipation that is incomplete because
job segregation on the basis of sex cont inues.

The correct answer is E.
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82. The passage supports which of the following
statements about hiring policies in the United States?

(A) After a crisis many formerly "male" jobs are
reclassified as "female" jobs.

(8) Industrial employers generally preferto hire
women with previous experience as
homemakers.

(C) Post-Second World War hiring policies caused
women to lose many of their wartime gains in
employmentopportunity.

(D) Even war industries during the Second World
War were reluctant to hire women for factory
work.

(E) The service sector of the economy has proved
more nearly gender-blind in its hiring policies
than has the manufacturing sector.

Supporting ideas

Review each answer choice to see if it is explicitly
supported by information in the passage. The last
sentence of the passage states that, once the
Second World War was over, men returned to
take the "male" jobs that women had been
temporarily allowed to master. Thus, the gains
women had been allowed to make during the war
(despite continued job segregation) were lost to

them after men returned to work.

A The last paragraph shows that after the
Second World War, "male"jobs that had
been held by women during the war were
returned to men .

B The passage does not mention industrial
employers' preferences for women with
homemaking experience .

C C orrect. After the Second World War,
women lost many employment opportunities
that had been available to them during the
war.

D The passage says that job segregation
persisted during the Second World War, but
it does not indicate that those industrie s
were reluctant to hire women.

E No comparison is made in the passage to
support this conclu sion .

The correct answer is C.

10 0

83. Which of the following words best expresses the
opinion of the author of the passage concerning the
notion that women are more skillful than men in
carrying out detailed tasks?

(A) "patient" (line 24)

(B) "repetitive" (line 24)

(C) "hoary" (line 26)

(D) "homemaking" (line 27)

(E) "purview" (line 28)

Inference

This ques tion asks the reader to make an
infe rence about the author's attitude. Word choice
may reveal at tit ude , as it does here when the
author descr ibes th e hoary stereotypes about women
that mill owners perpetuated . Hoary means old
lite rally white with age-and so the stereotypes
are being dismissed by the author as old
fashioned, even obsolete.

A The mill owners stereotyped women as
patient; this does not express the author's
opinion.

B Mill owners claimed that women were
suited to repetitiv e work; this does not
express the author's opinion.

C Correct. Hoary carries with it a judgment,
suggesting that the mill owners' stereotypes
are impossibly antiquated.

D Homemaking describes activities but does not
reveal the author's opinion.

E Purview simply means a range or a scope; it
does not reveal an opinio n.

The correct answer is C .



84. Which of the following best describes the relationship
of the final paragraph to the passage as a whole?

(A) The central idea is reinforced by the citation of
evidence drawn from twentieth-century history.

(8) The central idea is restated in such a way as to
form a transition to a new topic for discussion.

(C) The central idea is restated and juxtaposed with
evidence that mightappear to contradict it.

(D) A partial exception to the generalizations of the
central idea is dismissed as unimportant.

(E) Recent history is cited to suggest that the
central idea's validity is gradually diminishing.

Logical structure

Consider the final paragraph in the context of the
whole passage to evaluate its relationship to the
whole. The first two paragraphs examine job
segregation in an unspecified but earlier time.
The final paragraph brings the reader into the
twentieth century, when, as the example drawn
from the Second World War shows, job
segregation persisted. Thus, the final paragraph
updates and reinforces the author's thesis about
the persistence ofjob segregation.

A Correct. The central idea that sex
segregation continued in the twentieth
century workplace is reinforced with an
example from the Second World War.

B The central idea is the persistence ofjob
segregation, which is the only topic in the
paragraph.

C The last paragraph supports the passage; no
apparently contradictory evidence is
introduced.

D The last paragraph supports the central idea
with a twentieth-century example; no
exceptions are either entertained or
dismissed.

E Twentieth-century history is cited to support
the central idea, not to show that its validity
is diminishing.

The correct answer is A.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

Questions 85-90 refer to the passage on page 52.

85. The author of the passage alludes to the well
established nature of the concept of individual rights in
the Anglo-Saxon legal and political tradition in order to

(A) illustrate the influence of individualist feminist
thought on more general intellectual trends in
English history

(8) argue that feminism was already a part of the
larger Anglo-Saxon intellectual tradition , even
though this has often gone unnoticed by critics
of women's emancipation

(C) explain the decline in individualist thinking among
feminists in non-English-speaking countries

(D) help account for an increasing shift toward
individualist feminism among feminists in
English-speaking countries

(E) account for the philosophical differences
between individualist and relational feminists in
English-speaking countries

Logical structure

This question asks for the reason that the author
has chosen to include the information about the
Anglo-Saxon tradition in lines 24-28. The
concept of individual rights was well established
in this tradition, and that is the reason that
individualistftminism came topredominate in
English-speaking countries. Thus , this detail
explains why feminists in English-speaking
countries turned to individualist, rather than
relational, feminism.

A This statement reverses the order: the more
general intellectual trends in English history
influenced individualist feminism.

B Feminism is not said to be a part of the
Anglo-Saxon tradition.

C While relational feminism is said to
predominate among European and non
Western feminists, the passage offers no
evidence of a decline in individualist
feminism among these groups.

D Correct. The author uses the information
about individual rights and the Anglo
Saxon tradition to explain why individualist
feminism predominated in English
speaking countries.
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E The A nglo-Saxon tradit ion is not said to
account for all the phi losophical differences
between the two fem in ist tr aditi ons in
E nglish-s peaking countries, but only for the
fact th at individualist femin ism became
predominant there.

The correct answer is D.

86. The passage suggests that the author of the passage
believes which of the following?

(Al The predominance of individualist feminism in
English-speaking countries is a historical
phenomenon, the causes of which have not yet
been investigated.

(B) The individualist and relational femin ist views are
irreconcilable, given their theoretical differences
concerning the foundations of society.

(C) A consensus concerning the direction of future
feminist politics will probably soon emerge,
given the awareness among feminists of the
need for cooperation among women.

(D) Political adversaries of feminism often misuse
arguments predicated on differences between
the sexes to argue that the existing social
system should be maintained.

(E) Relational feminism provides the best theoretical
framework for contemporary feminist politics,
but individualist feminism could contribute much
toward refining and strengthening modern
feminist thought.

Supporting ideas

To answer this question, look for an idea th at the
author explicitly supports in th e passage. The first
sentence of th e last paragraph (lines 41-45) states
th at the relational feminists' argument- that
wom en's biological role gives th em a special (and
undervalued) place in society- may be used by
opponents of feminism to reinforce the existing
dominance of men .

A In lines 19-24, the author identifi es one
cause for the situation.

B In line s 51-55, the author implies th at a
reconciliation might be possible, making
th is an overstatement.

C The author does not sugges t that consensus
is likely to happen soon; cooperat ion is not
discussed.
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D Correct. Thi s statement is consistent with
the view the author expressed in the third
paragraph.

E The last paragraph discusses the problems of
both feminist traditions, but th e author does
not say one is better for contemporary
feminist politics th an the other.

The correct answer is D.

87. It can be inferred from the passage that the
individualist feminist tradition denies thevalidity of
which of the following causal statements?

(Al A division of labor in a social group can result in
increased efficiency with regard to the
performance of grouptasks.

(B) A division of labor in a social group causes
inequities in the distribution of opportunities and
benefits among group members.

(Cl A division of laboron the basis of gender in a
social group is necessitated by the existence of
sex-linked biological differences between male
and female members of the group.

(D) Culturally determined distinctions based on
gender in a social group foster the existence of
differingattitudes and opinions among group
members.

(E) Educational programs aimed at reducing
inequalities based on gender among members
of a social groupcan result in a sense of greater
well-being for all members of the group.

Inference

To make an inference about the individualist
femin ist tradition, begin by rereading th e first
paragraph, which sets forth the differing modes of
argum entation. Relational feminism holds th at the
biological differences of the sexes must result in a
division of labor based on those differences (lines
6-11 ). By contrast, individualist feminism
downplays the imp ortance of gender roles and
attaches little importance to the biological
function of childbearing (lines 11-16) . Thu s, it
can be inferred tha t ind ividualist feminists would
disagree with the statement that biological
differences should determ ine a gender-based
division of labor in society.

A The passage neith er d iscusses inc reased
efficiency nor implies th at individualist
femi nists would reject it.



3.6 Reading Com preh ensi on An swer Explanation s

The correct answer is E.

D O nly relational femin ists believe in the
importance of wo me n's special contributions
to society (lines 35-36).

E Correct. Practitio ners of both femi nist
trad ition s bel ieve that equal educational and
economic opportunities should be available
to both sexes.

Supporting ideas

To answer this question , look at what the author
states in lin es 17-24, where the years before and
after 1890 are di scussed . The second paragraph
begins by explaining th at th e two femi nist
traditions coexisted up until the late nineteenth
centur y, although relation al feminism had been the
dominan t strain in ftminist thought.
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B

A The passage states th at relation al feminism
was the dominant strain of the two views that
coexisted; thus, the individualist arguments
existed before 1890.
Correct. Lines 20-21 explicitly state th at
relati onal feminism had been the dominant
strain inftminist thought before 1890.

C The passage shows th at the two fem ini st
traditions were not equ ally prevalent ;
relational feminism predominated .

D No evide nce in th e passage support s this
sta tement .

E The passage does not show that most
feminists before 1890 took this position.

The correct answer is B.

According to the author, which of the following was true
of feministthought in Western societies before 1890?

(A) Individualist feminist arguments werenot found
in the thought or writing of non-Engli sh-speaking
feminists.

(B) Individualist feminism was a strain in feminist
thought, but another strain , relational feminism,
predominated.

(C) Relational and individualist approaches were
equally prevalent in feminist thought and writing.

(0) The predominant viewamong feminists held that
the welfare of women was ultimately less
important than the welfare of children.

(E) The predominant view among feminists held that
the sexes should receive equal treatment under
the law.

89.

B The passage does not indicate tha t
ind ividu alist feminists would disagree with
th is statement.

C Correct. This statement reflects the posit ion
of the relati onal feminists that the
individualist feminists opp ose; individualist
feminists instead stress individual rights and
personal autonomy.

D 1h e passage offers no evidence th at
individualist fem inists would disagree with
this statement.

E othi ng in th e passage indicates that
individu alist feminists would disagree wi th
this statement.

A Only individualist feminists believe that
individual human rights are most important
(lines 11-13).

B Relational feminists do believe in a gender
based division oflabor (lines 6- 8).

CLines 30-37 show that relatio nal fem ini sts
do not believe in gender-blind equal right s
laws.

(A) individual human rights take precedence over
most other social claims

(8) the gender-based division of labor in society
should be eliminated

(C) laws guaranteeing equal treatment for all
citizens regard less of gender should be passed

(0) a greater degree of social awareness
concerning the importance of motherhood
would be beneficial to society

(E) the same educational and economic
opportunities should be available to both sexes

Supporting ideas

This question asks for information th at is
explicitly stated in the passage in slightly different
language . While the passage is largely devoted to
the differences between the two feminist
traditions, line s 30-34 indicate a point of
convergence. Individualist feminists bel ieve in
equal rightsfor all. Relational feminists believe
that equal educational and economic opportunities
should be available to women.

The correct answer is C.

88. According to the passage, relational feminists and
individualist feminists agree that
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90. The author implies that which of the following was true
of most feminist thinkers in England and the United
States after 1920?

(A) They were less concerned with politics than with
intellectual issues.

(8) They began to reach a broader audience and
their programs began to be adopted by main
stream political parties.

(C) They called repeatedly for international
cooperation amongwomen's groups to achieve
their goals.

(D) They moderated their initial criticism of the
economic systems that characterized their
societies.

(E) They did not attempt to unite the two different
feminist approaches in their thought.

Inference

Answering this question involves making an
inference. Before 1890, the two feminist traditions
coexisted. After 1920, thegoals ofthe two approaches
began to seem increasingly irreconcilable (lines 28-30).
Lines 30-40 provide details on th e differing and
even opposing priorities of the relat ional feminists
and individualist femin ists. It is reasonable to infer
that both feminist traditions pursued their own
goals and did not try to reconcile the two different
approaches in their work. lhe final paragraph
reveals that the two feminist traditions continue to
remain separate, although the author offers a
possibility for their harmonization.

A Individualist feminists advocated a system
with equal rights, and relational femin ists
sought protective legislation, so it is clear both
groups were politically active; the author
does not imply that they were more
interested in intellectual issues.

B The passage offers no evidence to show
broader or growing support for femini st ideas.

C International cooperation is not discussed in
the passage.

D No information in the passage supports this
statement.

E Correct. As the goals of the two feminist
traditions grew increasingly irreconcilable,
feminists in England and the United States
did not try to harmonize the two strains in
their thinking.

The correct answer is E.
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Questions 91-97 refe r to t he passage on page 54.

91. According to the passage, conventional spiral galaxies
differ from low-surface-brightness galaxies in which of
the following ways?

(A) They have fewer stars than do low-surface
brightness galaxies.

(8) They evolve more quickly than low-surface
brightness galaxies.

(C) They are more diffuse than low-surface
brightness galaxies.

(D) They contain less helium than do low-surface
brightness galaxies.

(E) They are larger than low-surface-brightness
galaxies.

Supporting ideas

Th is question requ ires recognizing information
that is provided in the passage. The first paragraph
describe s and compares two types ofgalaxies:
conventional galaxies and dim, or low- surface
brightness, galaxies. It states that dim galaxies
have the same approximate number of stars as a
common type of conventional galaxy but tend to
be larger and mor e diffuse because th eir mass is
spread over wider areas (lines 4-10). The passage
also indicates that dim galaxies take longer than
conventional galaxies to conver t th eir primo rdia l
gases into stars, meaning that dim galaxies evolve
much more slowly th an conventional galaxies
(line s 10-14), which entails that conventional
galaxies evolve more quickly than dim galaxies.

A The passage states that dim galaxies have
approximately the same numbers of sta rs as
a common type of conventional ga laxy.

B C orrect. The passage indicates that dim
galaxies evolve much more slowly than
conventional galaxies, which en tails th at
conventional galaxies evolve more quickly.

C l he passage states that dim galaxies are
more spread out, and th erefore more di ffuse,
than conventional galaxies.

D The passage doe s not mention the relat ive
amounts of helium in th e two types of
galaxies under discussion.

E The passage states that dim galaxies tend to
be much larger th an conventiona l galaxies.

The correct answer is B.



92. It can be inferred from the passage that which of the
following is an accurate physical description of typical
low-surface-brightness galaxies?

(A) They are large spiral galaxies containing fewer
stars than do conventional galaxies.

(8) They are compact but very dim spiral galaxies.

(C) They are diffuse spiral galaxies that occupy a
large volume of space.

(D) They are small, young spiral galaxies that
contain a high proportion of primordial gas.

(El They are large, dense spirals with low luminosity.

Inference

This question requires drawing an inference from
information given in the passage. The first
paragraph compares dim galaxies and
conventional galaxies. Dim galaxies are described
as having the same general shape (lines 4-5) as a
common type of conventional galaxy, the spiral
galaxy, suggesting that dim galaxies are,
themselves, spiral shaped. The passage also
indicates that, although both types of galaxies
tend to have approximately the same number of
stars, dim galaxies tend to be much larger and
spread out over larger areas of space (lines 4-10)
than conventional galaxies.

A The passage states that the two types of
galaxies have approximately the same
number of stars.

B The passage indicates that dim galaxies are
relatively large and spread out.

C Correct. The passage indicates that dim
galaxies have the same general shape as
spiral galaxies and that their mass is spread
out over large areas of space .

D The passage indicates that dim galaxies are
relatively large and spread out.

E The passage states that dim galaxies have
few stars per unit ofvolume, suggesting that
they are not dense but diffuse.

The correct answer is C .

3.6 Reading Com pr ehension Answer Explanations

93. It can be inferred from the passage that the "long
standing puzzle" refers to which of the following?

(A) The difference between the rate at which
conventional galaxies evolve and the rate at
which low-surface-brightness galaxies evolve

(8) The discrepancy between estimates of total
baryonic mass derived from measuring helium
and estimates based on measuring galactic
luminosity

(C) The inconsistency between the observed amount
of helium in the universe and the number of stars
in typicallow-surface-brightness galaxies

(D) Uncertainties regarding whatproportion of
baryonic mass is contained in intergalactic space
and what proportion in conventional galaxies

(E) Difficulties involved in detecting very distant
galaxies and in investigating their luminosity

Inference

This question requires drawing an inference from
information given in the passage. The second
paragraph describes the long-standingpuzzle ofthe
missing baryonic mass in the universe. The passage
states that baryons are the source ofgalactic
luminosity, and so scientists can estimate the
amount of baryonic mass in the universe by
measuring the luminosity ofgalaxies (lines
17-21). The puzzle is that spectroscopic measures
of helium in the universe suggest that the
baryonic mass in the universe is much higher
than measures ofluminosity would indicate
(21-25).

A The differences between the rates of
evolution of the two types ofgalaxies is not
treated as being controversial in the passage.

B C orrect . The passage indicates that
measurements using spectroscopy and
measurements using luminosity result in
puzzling differences in estimates of the
universe's baryonic mass .

e The passage does not suggest how helium
might relate to the numbers of stars in dim
galaxies.

D The passage indicates that astronomers have
speculated that the missing baryonic mass
might be discovered in intergalactic space or
hard-to-detect galaxies, but does not suggest
that these speculations are constituents of
the long-standing puzzle.
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E The passage does no t mention how the
distance to galaxies affects scientists' ability
to detect the se galaxies.

The correct answer is B.

94. The author implies that low-surface-brightness
galaxies could constitute an answer to the puzzle
discussed in the second paragraph primarily because

(A) they contain baryonic mass that was not taken
into account by researchers using galactic
luminosity to estimate the number of baryons in
the universe

(B) they, like conventional galaxies that contain
many baryons, have evolved from massive,
primordial gas clouds

(C) they may contain relatively more helium, and
hence more baryons, than do galaxies whose
helium content has been studied using
spectroscopy

(D) they have recently been discovered to contain
more baryonic mass than scientists had thought
when low-surface-brightness galaxies were first
observed

(E) they contain stars that are significantly more
luminous than would have been predicted on the
basis of initial studies of luminosity in low
surface-brightness galaxies

Inf erence

Th is question requ ires drawing an inference from
infor mation given in the passage. The puzzle is
that estimates of the baryonic mass of the
universe based on luminosity are lower th an th ose
based on spectroscopy (lines 21-25 ). The passage
states th at astro nomers did not notice dim
galaxies un til recently (lines 2-3), and that these
galaxies may help account for the miss ing
baryon ic mass in the universe (lines 15- 17). The
passage also suggests that astronomers measure
the lum inosity of specific galaxies (lines 19- 21).
1hus it can be inferred that, prior to their being
not iced by astronome rs, th e luminosity of these
dim galaxies was not measured , and their
baryonic mass was not taken into account in th e
estimates of lum inosity th at led to the long
standing puzzle.
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A C orrect. The passage states th at the missing
baryonic mass in the universe may be
discovered in the dim galaxies th at have
only recently been noticed by astro nome rs.

B The passage does not suggest th at dim and
conventi onal galaxies both originating from
primordial gas cloud s help solve th e long
standing puzzle of the missing baryonic
mass in the universe.

C The passage does not suggest that dim
galaxies might contain more helium than do
conventional galaxies, or that measures of
baryoni c mass using spectroscopy do not
take some dim galaxies into account.

D The passage doe s not suggest that dim
galaxies contain more baryonic mass th an
scientists originally believed upon
discovering these galaxies.

E The passage suggests that scientists
measured the luminosity of galaxies, not of
individual stars .

The correct answer is A.

95. The author mentions the fact that baryons are the
source of stars' luminosity primarily in order to explain

(A) how astronomers determine that some galaxies
contain fewer stars per unit volume than do
others

(8) how astronomers are able to calculate the total
luminosity of a galaxy

(Cl why astronomers can use galactic luminosity to
estimate baryonic mass

(D) why astronomers' estimates of baryonic mass
based on galactic luminosity are more reliable
than those based on spectroscopic studies of
helium

(E) howastronomers know bright galaxies contain
more baryons than do dim galaxies

Evaluation

This question requires understanding how one
aspect of the passage relates to the reasoning in a
larger portion of the passage. The second
paragraph explains th at scientists have been
puzzled over missing baryon ic mass in the
universe as measured by luminosity (lines 21-25).
G iven th at baryons are th e source of luminosity in



3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Explanations

B

E

C

A

Inference

This question involves identifying which answer
option potentially confl icts with the information
the author has provided in the passage. The
second paragraph indicates that astronomers'
estimates of the baryonic mass of the unive rse is
lower when measured using luminosity than it is
when measured using spectroscopy (lines 21-25).
The fina l sentence states that astronomers have
speculated that the missing baryonic mass might
be discovered in intergalactic space or in hard-to
detect galaxies (lines 25-29). Although the
passage does indicate that the discovery of dim,
low-surface-bright ness galaxie s might help
account for the missing baryonic mass (lines
15- 17), th e passage provides no support for the
possibility that baryon ic mass has been discovered
in interga lactic space

A The passage indicates that low-surface 
brightness galaxies went un noticed until
recently, un like conventional galaxies.

B The passage indicates that low-surface
br ightness galaxies have the same general
shape as spiral galaxies.

C The passage describes two possible
explanations astronomers have given for the
missing baryonic mass, one ofwhich was
made more plausible by the discovery of
low- sur face-brightness galaxies.

D The passage indicates that astronomers have
used spectroscopy to estimate baryonic mass
and gives no reason to suspec t that this
method is not useful.

E Correct. The passage does not indicate that
astronomers have found any baryonic mass
in intergalactic space .

lite correct answer is E .

The author of the passage would be most likely to
disagree with which of the following statements?

(Al Low-surface-brightness galaxies are more
difficult to detect than are conventional galaxies.

(Bl Low-surface-brightness galaxies are often spiral
in shape.

(C) Astronomers have advanced plausible ideas
about where missing baryonic mass mightbe
found.

(D) Astronomers have devised a useful way of
estimating the total baryonic mass in the
universe.

(El Astronomers have discovered a substantial
amount of baryonic mass in intergalactic space.

the galaxy (lines 17-19), astronomers can estimate
the baryonic mass of a galaxy by measuring its
luminosity.

111e passage discussion of baryons does not
address the number of sta rs in individual
galaxies.
111e passage discusses how the luminosity of
galaxies can be used to estimate baryonic
mass, but does not address how total
luminosity is measured.
Correct. The passage ind icates that because
baryons are the source of galactic
luminosity, measuring luminosity can be
used to est imate baryonic mass ofgalaxies .
The passage suggests that estimates based
on lumi nosity may have been less accura te,
not more accurate, th an those based on
spectroscopy.
The passage does not indicate that bright
galaxies contain more baryons than do dim
galaxies.

The correct answer is C .

D

96.
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97. The primarypurpose of the passage is to

(A) describe a phenomenon and consider its
scientific significance

(8) contrast two phenomena and discuss a puzzling
difference between them

(Cl identify a newly discovered phenomenon and
explain its origins

(0) compare two classes of objects and discuss the
physical properties of each

(El discuss a discovery and pointout its
inconsistency with existing theory

Main idea

This question requires understanding, in broad
terms, the purpose of the passage as a whole. The
first paragraph describes a phenomenon: the
discovery of dim galaxies and some of thei r
general attributes. The second paragraph describ es
how this discovery may help astronome rs to solve
a long-standing puzzle about the baryoni c mass of
the un iverse.

A C orre ct. The passage describes th e
phenomenon of dim galaxies and describes
their significance in solving the long
standing puzzle of the missing baryoni c
mass in the universe.

B Although the passage discusses the puzzling
differe nce between th e two estimates of
baryonic mass, this option does not account
for the broader topic of dim galaxies.

C While the passage identifies the newly
discovered phenomenon of dim galaxies, it
does not offer a significant explanation for
these galaxies' origins.

D Although the passage compares dim and
conventional galaxies in the first paragraph,
this option does not account for the
important detail that dim galaxies may help
solve a long-standing puzzle.

E The discovery of dim galaxies discussed in
the passage is not said to be inconsistent
with any existing scient ific theory.

The correct answer is A.
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Qu estions 98-104 refer to the passage on page 56.

98. According to the passage, all of the following were
benefits of privatizing state-owned industries in the
United Kingdom EXCEPT:

(A) Privatized industries paid taxes to the
government.

(8) The government gained revenue from selling
state-owned industries.

(C) The government repaid some of its national
debt.

(0) Profits from industries that were still state
owned increased.

(E) Total borrowings and losses of state-owned
industries decreased.

Supporting ideas

Thi s question begins with the phrase according to
thepassage, indicating that it can be answered
using facts stated in the passage. The first
paragraph lists th e benefits of privatization . Use
the process of elimination and check th e five
possible answer choices against the benefits
described in lines 8-16. The point that is OT
discussed in the passage is the correct answer.

A Lines 11-12 discuss tax revenue s.
B Lines 10-11 discuss revenue from the sales.
CLines 14-16 discuss debt repayment.
D C orrect. Profits from state-owned indu stries

are not discussed .
E Lines 9-10 discuss decreased borrowi ngs

and losses.

The correct answer is D.

99. According to the passage, which of the following
resulted in increased productivity in companies that
have been privatized?

(A) A large number of employees chose to purchase
shares in their companies.

(8) Free shares were widely distributed to individual
shareholders.

(Cl The government ceased to regulate major
industries.

(0) Unions conducted wage negotiations for
employees.

(E) Employee-owners agreed to have their wages
lowered.



Supporting ideas

Thi s question is based on information explicitly
stated in the passage . The second paragraph
describes the increased productivity, and the third
paragraph begins by stating one reason for it:
employees ofprivatiz ed indust ries w ereg iv en the
opportunity to buy shares in their ow n comp anies
(lines 28-31 ). The paragraph also cites the high
percentage of employees buying shares in three
privatized companies, supporting the idea that
many employees bought shares.

A Correct. Productivity increased after
employees became shareholders in their
companies.

B The theoretical advantages and
disadvantages of free shares are discussed
(lines 43-52), but the passage does not say
that any were given away.

C The passage does not examine governmental
regulation.

D Although wages are discussed in line s
38-42, the passage does not analyze the
relation between wages and productivity.

E Lines 38-42 cite one example of employee
owner willingness to accept lower wage s,
but this is not said to have resulted in
increased productivity.

The correct answer is A.

100. It can be inferred from the passage that the author
considers labordisruptions to be

(A) an inevitable problem in a weak national
economy

(8) a positive sign of employee concern abouta
company

(C) a predictor of employee reactions to a
company's offer to sell shares to them

(D) a phenomenon found moreoften in state-owned
industries than in private companies

(E) a deterrence to high performance levels in an
industry

3.6 Reading Comprehensi on Answer Explanations

Inference

Thi s question states that an inference is required;
this inference is based on material presented in
the second paragraph. To demonstrate that
privatization has raised the levelofperformance in
eve ry area, the author gives three examples (lines
19-27). One example is the disappearance of
labor disruptions, once common. If the absence of
labor disruptions raises the level of performance,
then the author must believe that the presence of
labor disruptions impedes an increase in
performance levels.

A The author does not link labor disruptions
with a weak national economy.

B The author does not present labor
disruptions in a positive light.

C The author does not identify labor
disruptions as a predictor of employees'
responses to opportunities to buy a
company's shares.

D Labor disruptions in state-owned and
private industries are not compared.

E Correct. The author implies that labor
disruptions interfere with high levels of
performance in industry.

The correct answer is E.

101. The passage supports which of the following
statements aboutemployees buying shares in their
own companies?

(A) At three different companies, approximately nine
out of ten of the workers were eligible to buy
shares in their companies.

(8) Approximately 90 percent of the eligible workers
at three differentcompanies chose to buy
shares in their companies.

(C) The opportunity to buy shares was discouraged
by at least some labor unions.

(D) Companies that demonstrated the highest
productivitywere the first to allow their
employees the opportunityto buyshares.

(E) Eligibility to buyshares was contingent on
employees' agreeing to increased work loads.
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Supporting ideas

Check each statement by comparing it to the
information presented in the passage. Only one
statement is supported. The third paragraph
presents the percentages of the eligible employees
who purchased shares in their companies: 89
percent at one company, 90 percent at a second,
and 92 percent at a third (lines 32-35). Thus, it is
true that roughly 90 percent of the eligible work
force at three different companies bought shares
in their companies once they were given the
opportunity to do so.

A The passage cites the percentages of the
eligible employees who bought shares , not
the percentages of the total workforce that
were eligible.

B Correct. The passage shows that roughly 90
percent of the eligible employees at three
different companies bought shares in their
companies.

C The passage does not address the attitude of
labor unions toward employee share buying.

D The passage offers no evidence that
companies with high productivity were the
first to offer shares to their employees.

E The passage does not show eligibility to be
dependent on increased workload.

The correct answer is B.

102. Which of the following statements is most consistent
with the principle described in lines 35-38?

(A) A democratic government that decides it is
inappropriate to own a particular industryhas in
no way abdicated its responsibilities as guardian
of the public interest.

(8) The ideal way for a government to protect
employee interests is to force companies to
maintain their share of a competitive market
withoutgovernment subsidies.

(C) The failure to harness the power of self-interest
is an important reason that state-owned
industries perform poorly.

(0) Governments that want to implement
privatization programs must try to eliminate all
resistance to the free-market system.

(E) The individual shareholder will reap onlya minute
share of the gains from whatever sacrifices he
or she makes to achieve these gains.
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Application

To answer this question, first identify the
principle involved, and then find the statement
that is most compatible with that principle. Lines
35-38 argue that having a personalstake in a
business makes employees w ork to make it prosper.
When there is no personal stake, or self-interest,
involved, employees do not have the same
incentive to work hard to make their industry
prosper. Thus, the poor performance of state
owned industries can be ascribed in part to
employees' lack of motivation when they have no
personal stake in the business.

A The principle involves a personal, rather
than governmental, relationship.

B According to the principle, self-interest may
inspire people to do more; government
coercion is not consistent with this principle.

C Correct. State-owned industries perform
poorly in part because employees do not
have the powerful motivation of self
interest.

D The principle has to do with the motivation
of individuals, not governments; eliminating
all resistance to the free-market system is
not discussed.

E Lines 35-38 describe the principle of self
interest , not self-sacrifice .

The correct answer is C.



103. Which of the following can be inferred from the
passage about the privatization process in the United
Kingdom?

(A) It depends to a potentially dangerous degree on
individual ownersh ip of shares.

(B) It conforms in its most general outlines to
Thomas Paine's prescription for business
ownership.

(C) It was originally conceived to include some
giving away of free shares.

(O) It has been successful, even though privatization
has failed inother countries.

(El It is taking place more slowly than some
economists suggest is necessary.

Inf er ence

Answering this question requires looking at each
possible inference to see if it is supported
somewhere in the passage. Support for the
inference about the pace of privatization is
provided by th e suggestion of some economists
that giv ing away free shares wouldprovide a
needed acceleration ofthe privatization process (lines
43-45). If some economists think privatization
needs to be accelerated, then it mu st be going too
slowly, at least according to these economists.

A The passage does not allude to any danger in
individual ownership of shares.

B Paine is quoted only in reference to
employees' receiving free shares as opposed
to buying shares; also, the process of
privatization had occurred before employees
bought shares in the newly privatized
companies.

C No evidence supports the distribution of
free shares as part of the United Kingdom's
plan to privatize.

D A phrase in line 4, one approach that w orks,
suggests that perhaps there were other
approaches that did not work; however,
nowhere does the passage indicate that
privatization has not worked in other
countries.

E Correct . The economists' suggest ion comes
from what they see as the need to speed up a
proces s th at is currently taking too long.

The correct answer is E.

3.6 Reading Comprehension Answer Expla nati ons

104. The quotation in lines 46-47 is most probably used to

(A) counter a position that the author of the
passage believes is incorrect

(8) state a solution to a problem described in the
previous sentence

(C) show howopponents of the viewpoint of the
author of the passage have supported their
arguments

(O) point out a paradox contained in a controversial
viewpoint

(E) present a historical maxim to challenge the
principle introduced in the third paragraph

Log ical structure

Looking at the quotation's context leads to an
understanding of why the quotation was used.
Paine's quotation offers a conci se and time
honored counterargument to the view voiced in
the preceding sentence. The economists suggest
giving away free shares, but the author note s that
these economists are forgetting that, according to
Paine, people do not value what they get too
cheaply. The author uses the quo tation to show
the basic error in the economists' thinking.

A Correct . The author uses Paine's quotation
as an apt counter to the economists'
suggestion.

B The quotation challenges the solution posed
in the previous sentence.

C The author agrees with Paine , as is evident
in the final line s of the passage .

D The author implies that a viewpoint is ill
advised, but doe s not say it is controversial.

E Paine's maxim doe s not challenge the
principle of self-interest.

The correct answer is A .
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4.0 Critical Reasoning

Critical reasoning questions appear in the Verbal section of the GMAT® test . The Verbal section
uses multiple-choice questions to measure your ability to read and comprehend writ ten material, to

reason and to evaluate arguments, and to correc t written material to confo rm to standard written
English. Because the Verbal section includes content from a variety of topics, you may be generally
familiar with some of the material; however, neither the passages nor the questions assume
knowledge of the topics discussed. Critical reasoning questions are inte rmingled with reading
comprehension and sentence correction questions throughout the Verbal section of the test.

You will have 75 minutes to complete the Verbal sectio n, or about I X minutes to answer each
ques tion. Although crit ical reasoning questions are based on written passages, the se passages are
shor ter than readin g comp rehension passages. They tend to be less th an 100 words in length and
generally are followed by one or two questions. For th ese questions, you will see a split computer
screen . The wr itten passage will remain visible as each question associated with th at passage appears
in turn on the screen . You will see only one question at a time.

Critical reasoning questions are desig ned to test the reasoning skills involved in (1) making arguments,
(2) evaluating arguments, and (3) formulating or evaluating a plan of action. The mater ials on which
questions are based are drawn from a variety ofsources . The GMAT test does not suppose any
familiarity with the subject matter of those mater ials.

In these questions, you are to analyze the situat ion on whi ch each question is based, and then select
the answer choice that most appropriately answers the question. Begin by reading the passages
carefully, then reading the five answer choices . If the correc t answer is not immediately obvious to
you, see whether you can eliminate some of the wrong answers. Reading the passage a second time
may be helpful in illuminating subtleties that were not immediately evident.

Answering critical reason ing questions requires no specialized knowledge of any particular field;
you don 't have to have knowledge of the termi nology and conventions of forma l logic. The sample
critica l reasoning questions in this chapter illustrate the variety of topics the test may cover, the
kinds of questio ns it may ask, and the level of analysis it requires.

The following pages descr ibe what critical reason ing questions are designe d to measure and present
the directions that will prece de questions of this type . Sample questions and explana tions of the
correct answers follow.
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4.1 What Is Measured

Critical reasoning questions are designed to provide one measure of your ability to reason effectively
in the following areas:

• Argument construct ion
Questions in th is category may ask you to recognize such things as the basic structure of an
argument, properly drawn conclusions, underlying assumptions, well- supported explanatory
hypotheses, and parallels between struc turally similar arguments.

• Argument evaluat ion
The se questions may ask you to analyze a given argument and to recognize such things as
factors th at would streng then or weaken the given argument; reasoning errors committed in
making th at argument; and aspects of the method by which the argument proceeds.

• Formulating and evaluating a plan of action
This type of question may ask you to recognize such things as the relative appropriateness,
effectiveness, or efficiency of different plans of action; factors that would strengthen or weaken
the prospects of success of a proposed plan of actio n; and assumptions underlying a proposed
plan of action .

4.2 Test-Taking Strategies

1. Read very carefully the set of statements on which a question is based.
Pay close attention to

• what is put forward as factual information

• what is not said but necessarily follows from what is said

• what is claimed to follow from facts that have been put forward

• how well substantiated are any claims that a particular conclu sion follows from the facts that
have been put forw ard

In reading the arguments, it is important to pay attention to the logical reasoning used; the
actual truth of statements portrayed as fact is not important.

2. Identify the conclusion.
The conclu sion does not necessarily come at the end of the text ; it may come somewhere in the
middle or even at th e beginning. Be alert to clues in the text that an argument follows logically
from another statement or statements in the text .

3. Determine exactly what each question asks.
You might find it helpful to read the question first, before reading the material on whi ch it is
based; don't assume that you know what you will be asked abou t an argument. A n argument
may have obvious flaws, and one question may ask you to detect them. But another question
may direct you to select the one answer choice th at doe s N OT describe a flaw in the argu ment.

4. Read all the answer choices carefully.
D o not assume that a given answer is the best without first reading all the choices.
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4.3 The Directions

These are the directions you will see for critical reasoning questions when you take the GMAT test. If
you read them carefully and understand them clearly before going to sit for the test, you will not need
to spend too much time reviewing them when you are at the test center and the test is under way.

For these questions, select the best of the answer choices given.
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4.4 Sample Questions

Each of the critical reasoning questions is based on a short argument, a set of statements, or a plan of
action. For each question, select the best answer of the choices given.

1. Which of the following, if true, most logically
completes the argument below?

Manufacturers are now required to make all cigarette
lighters child-resistant by equipping them with safety
levers. But this change is unlikely to result in a
significant reduction in the number of fires caused by
children playing with lighters, because children given
the opportunity can figure out how to workthe safety
levers and

(A) the addition of the safety levers has made
lighters more expensive than theywere before
the requirement was instituted

(8) adults are more likely to leave child-resistant
lighters than non-child-resistant lighters in places
that are accessible to children

(C) many of the fires started by young children are
quickly detected and extinguished by their
parents

(D) unlike child-resistant lighters, lighters that are
not child-resistant can be operated by children
asyoung as two years old

(E) approximately 5,000 fires per year have been
attributed to children playing with lighters before
the safety levers were required
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2. A cost-effective solution to the problem of airport
congestion is to provide high-speed ground
transportation between major cities lying 200 to 500
miles apart. The successful implementation of this
plan would cost far less than expanding existing
airports and would also reduce the number of
airplanes clogging both airports and airways.

Which of the following, if true, could proponents of the
plan above most appropriately cite as a piece of
evidence for the soundness of their plan?

(Al An effective high-speed ground-transportation
system would require major repairs to many
highways and mass-transit improvements.

(8l One-half of all departing flights in the nation's
busiest airport head for a destination in a major
city 225 miles away.

(C) The majority of travelers departing from rural
airports are flying to destinations in cities over
600 miles away.

(D) Many new airports are being built in areas that
arepresently served by high-speed ground
transportation systems.

(El A large proportion of air travelers are
vacationers who are taking long-distance flights.



3. People's television-viewing habits could be monitored
by having television sets, when on, send out low-level
electromagnetic waves that are reflected back to the
sets. The reflected waves could then be analyzed to
determine how many persons are within the viewing
area of the sets. Critics fear adverse health effects of
such a monitoring system, but a proponent responds,
"The average dose of radiation is less thanone chest
x-ray. As theywatch, viewers won't feel a thing."

Which of the following issues would it be most
important to resolve in evaluating the dispute
concerning the health effects of the proposed system?

(Al Whether the proposed method of monitoring
viewership can distinguish between people and
pets

(8) Whether radar speed monitors also operate on
the principle of analyzing reflected waves of
electromagnetic radiation

(C) Whether the proposed system has been tried
out in various areas of the country or in a single
area only

(D) What uses areforeseen for the viewership data

(E) Whether the average dose that the proponent
describes is a short-term dose or a lifetime
cumulative dose

4.4 Criti cal Reason ing Sample Quest io ns

4. Theprice the government pays for standard weapons
purchased from military contractors is determined by
a pricing method called "historical costing." Historical
costing allows contractors to protecttheirprofits by
addinga percentage increase, based on the current
rate of inflation, to the previous year's contractual price.

Which of the following statements, if true, is the best
basis for a criticism of historical costing as an
economically sound pricing method for military
contracts?

(A) The government might continue to pay for past
inefficient use of funds.

(8) The rate of inflation has varied considerably over
the past twentyyears.

(C) The contractual price will be greatlyaffected by
the cost of materials used for the products.

(D) Many taxpayers question the amount of money
the government spends on military contracts.

(E) The pricing method based on historical costing
might not encourage the development of
innovative weapons.

5. Since the mayor's publicity campaign for Greenville's
bus service began six months ago, morning automobile
traffic into the midtown area of the city has decreased
7 percent. During the same period, there has been an
equivalent rise in the number of persons riding buses
into the midtown area. Obviously, the mayor's publicity
campaign has convinced many people to leave their
cars at home and ride the bus to work.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most serious
doubton the conclusion drawn above?

(A) Fares for all bus routes in Greenville have risen an
average of 5 percent during the pastsix months.

(8) The mayor of Greenville rides the bus to City Hall
in the city's midtown area.

(C) Road reconstruction has greatly reduced the
number of lanes available to commuters in major
streets leading to the midtown area during the
past six months.

(D) The number of buses entering the midtown area
of Greenville during the morning hours is exactly
the same nowas it was one year ago.

(E) Surveys show that longtime bus riders areno
more satisfied with the Greenville bus service
than theywere before the mayor's publicity
campaign began.
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6. Patrick usually provideschild care for six children.
Parents leave their children at Patrick's house in the
morning and pick them up after work. At the end of
each workweek, the parents pay Patrick at an hourly
rate for the child care provided that week. The weekly
income Patrick receives is usually adequate but not
always uniform, particularly in the winter, when
children are likely to get sick and be unpredictably
absent.

7. A researcherdiscovered that people who have low
levels of immune-system activity tend to score much
lower on tests of mental health than do peoplewith
normal or high immune-system activity. The researcher
concluded from this experiment that the immune
system protects against mental illness aswell as
against physical disease.

The researcher's conclusion depends onwhich of the
following assumptions?

Which of the following plans, if put into effect, has the
best prospect of making Patrick's weekly income both
uniform and adequate?

(Al Pool resources with a neighbor who provides
child care under similar arrangements, so that
the two of them cooperate in caring for twice as
manychildren as Patrick currently does.

(8) Replace payment by actual hours of child care
provided with a fixed weekly fee based upon the
number of hours of child care that Patrick would
typically be expected to provide.

(C) Hire a full-time helper and invest in facilities for
providing child care to sick children.

(Dl Increase the hourly rate to a level that would
provide adequate income even in a week when
halfof the children Patrick usually cares for are
absent.

(El Increase the number of hours made available for
child care each day, so that parents can leave
their children in Patrick's care for a longer period
each day at the current hourly rate.
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(Al High immune-system activity protects against
mental illness better than normal immune
system activity does.

(8l Mental illness is similar to physical disease in its
effects on body systems.

(C) People with high immune-system activity cannot
develop mental illness.

(Dl Mental illness doesnot cause people's immune
system activity to decrease.

(El Psychological treatment of mental illness is not
as effective as is medical treatment.

8. Extinction is a process that can depend on a variety of
ecological, geographical, and physiological variables.
These variables affect different species of organisms
in differentways, and should, therefore, yield a
random pattern of extinctions. However, the fossil
record shows that extinction occurs in a surprisingly
definite pattern, with many species vanishing at the
same time.

Which of the following, if true, forms thebest basis for
at leasta partial explanation of the patterned
extinctions revealed by the fossil record?

(Al Major episodes of extinctioncan result from
widespread environmental disturbances that
affect numerous differentspecies.

(8l Certain extinction episodes selectively affect
organisms with particular sets of characteristics
unique to their species.

(Cl Some species become extinct because of
accumulated gradual changes in their local
environments.

(Dl Ingeologicallyrecent times, for which there is
no fossil record, human intervention has
changed the pattern of extinctions.

(El Species that arewidelydispersed are the least
likely to become extinct.



9. In parts of South America, vitamin-A deficiency is a
serious health problem, especially among children. In
one region, agriculturists are attempting to improve
nutrition by encouraging farmers to planta new variety
of sweet potato called SPK004 that is rich in beta
carotene, which the bodyconverts into vitamin A. The
plan has good chances of success, since sweet potato
is a staple of the region's diet and agriculture, and the
varieties currently grown contain little beta-carotene.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports
the prediction that the plan will succeed?

(A) The growing conditions required by the varieties
of sweet potatocurrently cultivated in the region
are conditions inwhich SPK004 can flouri sh.

(8) The flesh of SPK004 differs from that of the
currently cultivated sweet potatoes in color and
texture, so traditional foods would look
somewhat different when prepared from
SPK004.

(C) There areno othervarieties of sweet potato that
are significantly richer in beta-carotene than
SPK004 is.

(D) The varieties of sweet potatocurrently cultivated
in the region contain some important nutrients
that are lacking in SPK004.

(E) There areothervegetables currently grown in
the regionthat contain more beta-carotene
than the currently cultivated varieties of sweet
potato do.

4.4 Critica l Reason ing Sample Quest ions

10. Which of the following best completes the passage
below?

At a recent conference on environmental threats to
the North Sea, most participating countries favored
uniform controls on the quality of effluents, whether or
not specific environmental damage could be attributed
to a particular source of effluent. What must, of
course, be shown, in order to avoid excessively
restrictive controls, is that__.

(A) any uniform controls that are adopted are likely
to be implemented without delay

(8) any substance to be made subject to controls
can actually cause environmental damage

(C) the countries favoringuniform controls are
those generating the largestquantities of
effluents

(D) all of any given pollutant that is to be controlled
actually reaches the North Sea at present

(El environmental damage already inflicted on the
North Sea is reversible

11. Shelby Industries manufactures and sells the same
gauges as Jones Industries. Employee wages account
for 40 percent of the cost of manufacturing gauges at
both Shelby Industries and Jones Industries. Shelby
Industries is seeking a competitive advantage over
Jones Industries. Therefore, to promote this end,
Shelby Industries should lower employee wages.

Which of the following, if true, would mostweaken the
argument above?

(A) Because theymake a small number of precision
instruments, gauge manufacturers cannot
receive volume discounts on rawmaterials .

(B) Lowering wages would reduce the quality of
employee work, and this reduced quality would
lead to lowered sales.

(C) Jones Industries has taken away 20 percent of
Shelby Industries' business over the last year.

(D) Shelby Industries pays its employees, on
average, 10 percent more than does Jones
Industries.

(E) Many people who work for manufacturing plants
live in areas in which the manufacturing plant
they work for is the only industry.
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12. Large national budget deficits do not cause large trade
deficits. If they did, countries with the largest budget
deficits would also have the largest trade deficits. In
fact, when deficit figures are adjusted so that different
countries are reliably comparable to each other, there
is no such correlation.

If the statements above are all true, which of the
following can properly be inferred on the basis of
them?

(Al Countries with large national budget deficits
tend to restrict foreign trade.

(8l Reliable comparisons of the deficit figures of one
country with those of another are impossible.

(Cl Reducing a country's national budget deficit will
not necessarily result in a lowering of any trade
deficit that country may have.

(0) When countries areordered from largest to
smallest in terms of population, the smallest
countries generally have the smallest budget
and trade deficits.

(El Countries with the largest trade deficits never
have similarly large national budget deficits.

13. Which of the followingmost logically completes the
argument?

The lastmembers of a now-extinct species of a
European wild deercalled the giantdeer lived in
Ireland about 16,000 years ago. Prehistoric cave
paintings in France depict this animal as having a large
hump on its back. Fossils of this animal, however, do
not show any hump. Nevertheless, there is no reason
to conclude that the cave paintings are therefore
inaccurate in this regard, since__.

(A) some prehistoric cave paintings in France also
depict other animals as having a hump

(B) fossils of the giantdeer are much more common
in Ireland than in France

(C) animal humps arecomposed of fatty tissue,
which does not fossilize

(Ol the cave paintings of the giantdeer were painted
well before 16,000 years ago

(El only one currently existing species of deerhas
any anatomical feature that even remotely
resembles a hump
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14. The sustained massive use of pesticides in farming
has two effects that are especiallypernicious. First, it
often kills off the pests' natural enemies in the area.
Second, it often unintentionally gives rise to
insecticide-resistant pests, sincethose insects that
survive a particular insecticidewill be theones most
resistant to it, and they are the ones left to breed.

From the passage above, it can be properly inferred
that the effectivenessof the sustained massive use of
pesticidescan be extended by doingwhich of the
following, assuming that each is a realistic possibility?

(Al Using onlychemically stable insecticides

(Bl Periodically switching the type of insecticide
used

(Cl Gradually increasing the quantities of pesticides
used

(0) Leaving a few fields fallow every year

(E) Breeding higher-yielding varieties of crop plants

15. In an attempt to promote the widespread use of paper
rather than plastic, and thus reduce nonbiodegradable
waste, the council of a small town plans to ban the
sale of disposable plastic goods for which substitutes
made of paper exist. The council argues that since
most paper is entirely biodegradable, paper goods are
environmentally preferable.

Which of the following, if true, indicates that the plan
to ban the sale of disposable plastic goods is ill suited
to the town council 's environmental goals?

(A) Although biodegradable plastic goods are now
available, members of the town council bel ieve
biodegradable paper goods to be safer for the
environment.

(8) The paper factory at which most of the
townspeople are employed plans to increase
production of biodegradable paper goods.

(C) After other towns enacted similar bans on the
sale of plastic goods, the environmental benefits
were not discernible for several years.

(0) Sincemost townspeople prefer plastic goods to
papergoods in many instances, theyare likely
to purchase them in neighboring towns where
plastic goods are available for sale.

(El Products other than those derived from wood
pulp are often used in the manufacture of paper
goods thatare entirely biodegradable.



16. Since the deregulation of airlines, delays at the
nation's increasingly busy airports have increased by
25 percent. To combat this problem, more of the
takeoff and landing slots at the busiest airports must
be allocated to commercial airlines.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most doubton
the effectiveness of the solution proposed above?

(Al The major causes of delays at the nation's
busiest airports are bad weather and overtaxed
air traffic control equipment.

(B) Since airline deregulation began, the number
of airplanes in operation has increased by
25 percent.

(ClOver 60 percent of the takeoff and landing slots
at the nation's busiest airports are reserved for
commercial airlines.

(D) After a small Midwestern airport doubled its
allocation of takeoff and landing slots, the
number of delays that were reported decreased
by 50 percent.

(E) Since deregulation the average length of delay
at the nation's busiest airports has doubled.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Samp le Quest ions

17. A major health insurance company in Lagolia pays for
special procedures prescribed by physicians only if the
procedure is first approved as "medically necessary"
by a company-appointed review panel. The rule is
intended to save the company the money it might
otherwise spend on medically unnecessary procedures.
The company has recently announced that in order to
reduce its costs, it will abandon this rule.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest
justification for the company's decision?

(A) Patients often register dissatisfaction with
physicians who prescribe nothing for their
ailments.

(8) Physicians often prescribe special procedures
that are helpful but not altogether necessary for
the health of the patient.

(C) The review process is expensive and practically
always results in approval of the prescribed
procedure.

(D) The company's review process does not interfere
with the prerogative of physicians, in cases
where more than one effective procedure is
available, to selectthe one theypersonally
prefer.

(E) The number of members of the company
appointed review panel who review a given
procedure depends on the cost of the
procedure.
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18. Unlike the wholesale price of rawwool, the wholesale
price of raw cotton has fallen considerably in the last
year. Thus, although the retail price of cotton clothing
at retail clothing stores has not yet fallen , it will
inevitablyfall.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument above?

(A) The cost of processing rawcotton for cloth has
increased during the last year.

(8) The wholesale price of rawwool is typically
higher than that of the same volume of raw
cotton.

(C) The operating costs of the average retail
clothing store have remained constant during
the last year.

(0) Changes in retail prices always lag behind
changes in wholesale prices.

(E) The cost of harvesting rawcotton has increased
in the last year.

19. A computer equipped with signature-recognition
software, which restricts access to a computer to
those people whose signatures areon file , identifies a
person's signature by analyzing not onlythe form of
the signature but also such characteristics as pen
pressure and signing speed. Even the most adept
forgers cannot duplicate all of the characteristics the
program analyzes.

Which of the following can be logically concluded from
the passage above?

(A) The time it takes to record and analyze a
signature makes the software impractica l for
everyday use.

(8) Computers equipped with the software will soon
be installed in most banks.

(e) Nobody can gain access to a computer
equipped with the software solely by virtue of
skill at forging signatures.

(0) Signature-recognition software has taken many
years to develop and perfect.

(E) In many cases even authorized users are denied
legitimate access to computers equipped with
the software.
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20. Start-up companies financed by venture capitalists
have a much lower failure rate than companies
financed by othermeans. Source of financing,
therefore, mustbe a more important causative factor
in the success of a start-up company than are such
factors as the personal characteristics of the
entrepreneur, the quality of strategic planning, or the
management structure of the company.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument above?

(A) Venture capita lists tend to be more responsive
than other sources of financing to changes in a
start-up company's financia l needs.

(8) The strategic planning of a start-up company is
a less important factor in the long-term success
of the company than are the personal
characteristics of the entrepreneur.

(C) More than half of all newcompanies fail within
fiveyears.

(0) The management structures of start-up
companies are generally less formal than the
management structures of ongoing businesses.

(E) Venture capitalists base their decisions to fund
start-up companies on such factors as the
characteristics of the entrepreneur and quality
of strategic planning of the company.



21. Aphasia, an impairment of the capacity to use
language, often occurs when a stroke damages the
left halfof the brain. Many people with stroke-related
aphasia recover at least some capacity to use
language within a year. One proposed explanation for
such recoveries is that the right side of the brain ,
which is not usually the major language center,
develops its latent language capabilities to
compensate for the damage to the left side.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports
the explanation?

(A) Ina study of local brain activity in people
performing a language task, people with stroke
related aphasia showed higher activity levels in
the right half of the brain than people who did
not have aphasia .

(B) A blow to the head injuring the left half of the
brain can result in impairment of the capacity to
use language indistinguishable from that
produced by a stroke.

(C) Among people with stroke-related aphasia,
recovering lost capacity to use language does
not lead to any impairmentof those capacities
normally controlled by the right half of the brain.

(0) A stroke that damages the left half of the brain
often causes physical impairments of the right
side of the bodythat lessen over time.

(E) Studies of numerous people with aphasia have
indicated that the functions that govern language
production and those that govern language
comprehension are located in separate areas of
the brain.

4.4 Crit ical Reasoning Sample Qu estions

22. In the arid land along the Colorado River, use of the
river's water supply is strictly controlled: farms along
the river each have a limited allocation that theyare
allowed to use for irrigation. But the trees that grow in
narrow strips along the river's banks also use its
water. Clearly, therefore, if farmers were to remove
those trees, more waterwould be available for crop
irrigation.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument?

(A) The trees along the river's banks shelter it from
the sun and wind , thereby greatlyreducing the
amount of water lost through evaporation.

(8) Owners of farms along the riverwill probably not
undertake the expense of cutting down trees
along the banks unless they are granted a
greaterallocation of water in return.

(C) Many of the tree species currently found along
the river's banks are specifically adapted to
growing in places where tree roots remain
constantly wet.

(0) The strip of land where trees growalong the
river's banks would not be suitable for growing
crops if the trees were removed.

(E) The distribution of water allocations for irrigation
is intended to prevent farms farther upstream
from using waterneeded by farms farther
downstream.
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23. Near Chicago a newly built hydroponic spinach
"factory," a completely controlled environment for
growing spinach, produces on 1 acre of floor space
what it takes 100 acres of fields to produce.
Expenses, especially for electricity, are high, however,
and the spinach produced costs aboutfour times as
much aswashed Cal ifornia field spinach, the spinach
commonly sold throughout the United States.

Which of the following, if true, best supports a
projection that the spinach-growing facility near
Chicago will be profitable?

(A) Once the operators of the facility are
experienced, theywill be able to cut operating
expenses by about 25 percent.

(B) There is virtually no scope for any further
reduction in the cost per pound for California
field spinach.

(C) Unlike washed field spinach, the hydroponically
grown spinach is untainted by any pesticides or
herbicides and thuswill sell at exceptionally high
prices to such customers as health food
restaurants.

(0) Since spinach is a crop that ships relatively well ,
the market for the hydroponically grown spinach
is no more limited to the Chicago area than the
market for California field spinach is to
California.

(E) A second hydroponic facility is being built in
Canada, taking advantage of inexpensive
electricityand high vegetable prices.
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24. Automobile Dealer's Advertisement:

The Highway Traffic Safety Institute reports that the
PZ 1000 has the fewest injuries per accident of any
car in its class. This shows that the PZ 1000 is one of
the safestcars available today.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument in the advertisement?

(A) The Highway Traffic Safety Institute report listed
many cars in other classes that had more
injuries per accident than did the PZ 1000.

(B) In recent years many more PZ 1000s have been
sold than have any other kind of car in its class.

(C) Cars in the class to which the PZ 1000 belongs
are more likely to be involved in accidents than
are othertypes of cars.

(D) The difference between the number of injuries
per accident for the PZ 1000 and that for other
cars in its class is quitepronounced.

(E) The Highway Traffic Safety Institute issues
reports only once a year.

25. Which of the following most logically completes the
reasoning?

Either food scarcity or excessive hunting can threaten a
population of animals. If the group faces food scarcity,
individuals in the group will reach reproductive maturity
laterthan otherwise. If the group faces excessive
hunting, individuals that reach reproductive maturity
earlier will come to predominate. Therefore, it should be
possible to determine whether prehistoric mastodons
became extinct because of food scarcity or human
hunting, since there arefossilized mastodon remains
from both before and after mastodon populations
declined, and __.

(A) there are more fossilized mastodon remains
from the period before mastodon populations
began to decline than from after that period

(8) the average age at which mastodons from a
given period reached reproductive maturity can
be established from their fossilized remains

(C) it can be accurately estimated from fossilized
remains when mastodons became extinct

(D) it is not known when humans first began hunting
mastodons

(E) climate changes may have gradually reduced the
food available to mastodons



26. Editorial: The mayor plans to deactivate the city's fire
alarm boxes, because most calls received from them
are false alarms. The mayor claims that the alarm
boxes are no longer necessary, sincemost people
now have access to either publ ic or private
telephones. But the city's commercial district, where
there is the greatest risk of fire, has few residents and
few public telephones, so some alarm boxes are still
necessary.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the editorial's argument?

(A) Maintaining the fire alarm boxes costs the city
more than five million dollars annually.

(8l Commercial buildings have automatic fire alarm
systems that are linked directly to the fire
department.

(Cl The fire department gets less information from
an alarm box than it doesfrom a telephone call.

(Dl The city's fire department is located much
closer to the residential areas than to the
commercial district.

(El On average, almost25 percent of the public
telephones in the city are out of order.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sample Questions

27. State spokesperson: Many businesspeople who have
not been to our state believe thatwe have an
inadequate road system. Those people are mistaken,
as is obvious from the fact that in each of the past six
years, our state has spent more money per mile on
road improvements than any other state.

Whichof the following, if true, most seriously undermines
the reasoning in the spokesperson's argument?

(Al In the spokesperson's state, spending on road
improvements has been increasing more slowly
over the past six years than it has in several
other states.

(8l Adequacy of a state's road system is generally
less important to a businessperson considering
doing business there than is the availability of
qualified employees.

(ClOver the past six years, numerous businesses
have left the spokesperson's state, but aboutas
many businesses have moved into the state.

(Dl Ingeneral, the number of miles of road in a
state's road system depends on both the area
and the population of the state.

(El Only states with seriously inadequate road
systems need to spend large amounts of money
on road improvements.

28. Company Alpha buys free-travel coupons from people
who are awarded the coupons by Bravo Airlines for
flying frequently on Bravo airplanes. The coupons are
sold to people who pay less for the coupons than they
would pay by purchasing tickets from Bravo. This
marketing of coupons results in lost revenue for Bravo.

To discourage the buying and selling of free-travel
coupons, it would be best for Bravo Airlines to
restrict the

(A) number of coupons that a person can be
awarded in a particular year

(B) use of the coupons to those who were awarded
the coupons and members of their immediate
families

(C) days that the coupons can be used to Monday
through Friday

(Dl amount of time that the coupons can be used
after they are issued

(El number of routes on which travelers can use the
coupons
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29. Pro-Teet Insurance Company has recently been paying
out more on car-theft claims than it expected. Cars
with special antitheftdevices or alarm systems are
much less likely to be stolen than are other cars.
Consequently Pro-Teet, as part of an effort to reduce
its annual payouts, will offer a discount to holders of
car-theft policies if their cars have antitheftdevices or
alarm systems.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest
indication that the plan is likely to achieve its goal?

(A) The decrease in the risk of car theft conferred
by having a car alarm is greatest when onlya
few cars have such alarms.

(8) The number of policyholders who have filed a
claim in the past year is higher for Pro-Teet than
for other insurance companies.

(C) In one or two years, the discount that Pro-Teet is
offering will amount to more than the cost of
buying certain highly effective antitheftdevices.

(0) Currently, Pro-Teet cannot legally raise the
premiums it charges for a given amount of
insurance against car theft.

(E) The amount Pro-Teet has been paying out on car
theft claims has been greaterfor some models
of car than for others.
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30. Toughened hiring standards have not been the primary
cause of the present staffing shortage in public
schools. The shortage of teachers is primari ly caused
by the fact that in recent years teachers have not
experienced any improvements in working conditions
and their salaries have not kept pace with salaries in
other professions.

Which of the following, if true, would most support the
claims above?

(A) Many teachers already in the profession would
not have been hired under the new hiring
standards.

(8) Today more teachers are entering the profession
with a higher educational level than in the past.

(C) Some teachers have cited higher standards for
hiring as a reason for the current staffing
shortage.

(D) Many teachers have cited low pay and lackof
professional freedom as reasons for their
leaving the profession.

(E) Many prospective teachers have cited the new
hiring standards as a reason for not entering the
profession.



31. A proposed ordinance requires the installation in new
homes of sprinklers automatically triggered by the
presence of a fire. However, a home builder argued
that because more than 90 percent of residential fires
are extinguished by a household member, residential
sprinklers would onlymarginally decrease property
damage caused by residential fires.

Which of the following, if true , would most seriously
weaken the home builder's argument?

(A) Most individuals have no formal training in how
to extinguish fires.

(8) Since new homes are onlya tiny percentage of
available housing in the city, the new ordinance
would be extremely narrow in scope.

(C) The installation of smoke detectors in new
residences costs significantly less than the
installation of sprinklers.

(D) In the city where the ordinance was proposed,
the average time required by the fire department
to respond to a fire was lessthan the national
average.

(E) The largest proportion of property damage that
results from residential fires is caused by fires
that start when no household member is
present.

4.4 Cri t ica l Reason ing Sample Questions

32. A recent spate of launching and operating mishaps
with television satellites led to a corresponding surge
in claims against companies underwriting satellite
insurance. As a result, insurance premiums shot up,
making satelli tes more expensiveto launch and
operate. This, in turn, had added to the pressure to
squeeze more performance out of currently operating
satellites.

Which of the following, if true, taken together with the
information above, best supports the conclusion that
the cost of television satelliteswill continue to
increase?

(A) Sincethe risk to insurers of satellites is spread
over relatively few units, insurance premiums
are necessarily very high.

(8) When satell ites reach orbit and then fail, the
causes of failure aregenerally impossible to
pinpoint with confidence.

(C) The greater the performance demands placed
on satellites, the morefrequently those satellites
break down.

(D) Most satellites are produced in such small
numbers that no economies of scale can be
realized.

(El Since many satell ites arebuilt by unwieldy
international consortia, inefficiencies are
inevitable.
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33. Art restorers who have been studying the factors that
cause Renaissance oil paintings to deteriorate
physically when subject to climatic changes have
found that the oil paint used in these paintings actually
adjusts to these changes well. The restorers therefore
hypothesize that it is a layer of material called gesso,
which is under the paint, that causes the deterioration.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports
the restorers' hypothesis?

(A) Renaissance oil paintings with a thin layer of
gesso are less likely to show deterioration in
response to climatic changes than those with a
thicker layer.

(8) Renaissance oil paintings are often painted on
wooden panels, which swell when humidity
increases and contract when it declines.

(C) Oil paint expands and contracts readily in
response to changes in temperature, but it
absorbs little water and so is little affected by
changes in humidity.

(D) An especially hard and nonabsorbent type of
gesso was the raw material for moldings on the
frames of Renaissance oil paintings.

(E) Gesso layers applied by Renaissance painters
typically consisted of a coarse base layer onto
which several increasingly fine-grained layers
were applied.
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34. If the airspace around centrally located airports were
restricted to commercial airliners and only those
private planes equipped with radar, most of the
private-plane traffic would be forced to use outlying
airfields. Such a reduction in the amount of private
plane traffic would reduce the risk of midair collision
around the centrally located airports.

The conclusiondrawn in the first sentence depends on
which of the following assumptions?

(A) Outlying airfields would be as convenient as
centrally located airports for most pilots of
private planes.

(8) Mostoutlying airfields are not equipped to
handle commercial-airline traffic.

(C) Most private planes that use centrally located
airports are not equipped with radar.

(0) Commercial airliners are at greater risk of
becoming involved in midair collisions than are
private planes.

(E) A reduction in the risk of midair collision would
eventually lead to increases in commercial
airlinetraffic.



35. Two decades after the Emerald RiverDam was built,
none of the eight fish species native to the Emerald
River was still reproducing adequately in the river
below the dam. Since the dam reduced the annual
range of water temperature in the river below the dam
from 50 degrees to 6 degrees, scientists have
hypothesized that sharply rising water temperatures
mustbe involved in signaling the native species to
begin the reproductive cycle.

Which of the following statements, if true, would most
strengthen the scientists' hypothesis?

(A) The native fish species were still able to
reproduce only in side streams of the river
below the dam where the annual temperature
range remains approximately 50 degrees.

(8) Before the dam was built, the Emerald River
annually overflowed its banks, creating
backwaters that were critical breeding areas for
the native species of fish .

(C) The lowest recorded temperature of the Emerald
River before the dam was built was 34 degrees,
whereas the lowest recorded temperature of the
river after the dam was built has been 43
degrees.

(D) Nonnative species of fish, introduced into the
Emerald River after the dam was built, have
begun competing with the declining native fish
species for food and space.

(E) Five of the fish species native to the Emerald
River arenot nativeto any other river in North
America.

4.4 Critica l Reasoning Sam ple Quest ions

36. Certain messenger molecules fight damage to the
lungs from noxious air by telling the muscle cells
encircling the lungs' airways to contract. This partially
seals off the lungs. An asthma attack occurs when the
messenger molecules are activated unnecessarily, in
response to harmless things like pollen or household
dust.

Which of the following, if true, points to the most
serious flawof a plan to develop a medication that
would prevent asthma attacksby blocking receipt of
any messages sentby the messenger molecules
referred to above?

(A) Researchers do not yet know howthe body
produces the messenger molecules that trigger
asthma attacks.

(8) Researchers do not yet know what makes one
person's messenger molecules more easily
activated than another's.

(C) Such a medication would not become available
for several years, because of long lead times in
both development and manufacture.

(D) Such a medication would be unable to
distinguish between messages triggered by
pollen and household dust and messages
triggered by noxious air.

(E) Such a medication would be a preventative only
and would be unable to alleviate an asthma
attack once it had started.
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37. Which of the following most logicallycompletes the
argument?

Although the pesticide TDX has been widely used by
fruit growers since the early 1960s,a regulation in
force since 1960 has prohibited sale of fruit on which
any TDX residue can be detected. Thatregulation is
about to be replaced by one that allows sale of fruit on
which trace amounts of TOX residue are detected. In
fact, however, the change will not allow moreTOX on
fruit than was allowed in the 1960s, because __.

(A) pre-1970 techniques for detectingTDX residue
could detect it onlywhen it was present on fruit
in more than the trace amounts allowed by the
new regulations

(B) many more people today than in the 1960s
habitually purchase and eat fruit withoutmaking
an effort to clean residues off the fruit

(C) people today do not individually consume any
more pieces of fruit, on average, than did the
people in the 1960s

(0) at leasta small fraction of the fruit sold each
year since the early 1960s has had on it greater
levels of TDX than the regulation allows

(E) the presence of TOX on fruit in greaterthan
trace amounts has not been shown to cause any
harm even to children who eat large amounts of
fruit
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38. Which of the following best completes the passage
below?

The moreworried investors are about losing their
money, the more theywill demand a high potential
return on their investment; great risks mustbe offset
by the chance of great rewards. This principle is the
fundamental one in determining interest rates, and it is
illustrated by the fact that__.

(A) successful investors are distinguished by an
abilityto make very risky investments without
worrying about their money

(B) lenders receive higher interestrates on
unsecured loans than on loans backed by
collateral

(C) in times of high inflation, the interestpaid to
depositors by banks can actually be below the
rate of inflation

(0) at anyone time, a commercial bank will have a
single rate of interest that it will expect all of its
individual borrowers to pay

(El the potential return on investment in a new
company is typically lower than the potential
return on investment in a well-established
company



39. A certain mayor has proposed a fee of five dollars per
day on private vehicles entering the city, claiming
that the feewill alleviate the city's traffic congestion.
The mayor reasons that, since the feewill exceed the
cost of round-trip bus fare from many nearby points,
many people will switch from using their cars to using
the bus.

Which of the following statements, if true, provides the
best evidence that the mayor's reasoning is flawed?

(A) Projected increases in the price of gasoline will
increase the cost of taking a private vehicle into
the city.

(8) The cost of parking fees already makes it
considerably more expensive for most people
to take a private vehicle into the city than to take
a bus.

(C) Mostof the people currently riding the bus do
not own private vehicles.

(D) Many commuters opposing the mayor's plan have
indicated that they would rather endure traffic
congestion than pay a five-dollar-per-dayfee.

(E) During the average workday, private vehicles
owned and operated by people living within the
city account for 20 percent of the city's traffic
congestion.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sample Questions

40. Journalist: Well-known businessman Arnold Bergeron
has long been popular in the state, and he has often
talked about running for governor, but he has never
run. However, we have just learned that Bergeron has
fulfilled the financial disclosure requirement for
candidacy by submitting a detailed list of his current
fin ancial holdings to the election commission. So, it is
very likely that Bergeron will be a candidate for
governor this year.

The answer to which of the following questions would
be most useful in evaluating the journalist's argument?

(A) Has anybody else who has fulfilled the financial
disclosure requirement for the upcoming
election reported greater financial holdings than
Bergeron?

(8) Is submitting a list of holdings the only way to
fulfill the election commission's financial
disclosure requirements?

(C) Did the information recently obtained by the
journalist come directly from the election
commission?

(D) Have Bergeron's financial holdings increased in
value in recent years?

(E) Had Bergeron also fulfilled the financial
disclosure requirements for candidacy before
any previous gubernatorial elections?
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41. Dental researchers recently discovered that tooth
brushes can become contaminated with bacteria that
cause pneumonia and strepthroat. They found that
contamination usually occurs after toothbrushes have
been used for four weeks. For that reason, people
should replace their toothbrushes at leastonce a
month.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the
conclusion above?

(A) The dental researchers could not discover why
toothbrush contamination usually occurred only
after toothbrushes had been used for four
weeks.

(B) The dental researchers failed to investigate
contamination of toothbrushes byviruses,
yeasts, and otherpathogenic microorganisms.

(C) The dental researchers found that among people
who used toothbrushes contaminated with
bacteria that cause pneumonia and strep throat,
the incidence of these diseases was nohigher
than among people who used uncontaminated
toothbrushes.

(D) The dental researchers found that people who
rinsed their toothbrushes thoroughly in hot water
after each use were as likely to have
contaminated toothbrushes as were people who
only rinsed their toothbrushes hurriedly in cold
water after each use.

(E) The dental researchers found that, after six
weeks of use, greater length of use of a
toothbrush did not correlate with a higher
number of bacteria being present.
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42. Leaders of a miners' union on strike against Coalco
are contemplating additional measures to pressure the
company to acceptthe union's contract proposal. The
union leaders are considering astheir principal new
tactic a consumer boycott against Gasco gas stations,
which are owned by Energy Incorporated, the same
corporation that owns Coalco.

The answer to which of the following questions is
LEAST directlyrelevant to the union leaders'
consideration of whether attempting a boycottof
Gasco will lead to acceptance of their contract
proposal?

(A) Would revenue losses by Gasco seriously affect
Energy Incorporated?

(B) Can current Gasco customers easily obtain
gasoline elsewhere?

(C) Have other miners' unions won contracts similar
to the one proposed by this union?

(D) Have otherunions that have employed a similar
tactic achieved their goals with it?

(E) Do othercorporations that own coal companies
also own gas stations?



43. Laws requiring the use of headlights during daylight
hours can prevent automobile collisions. However,
since daylight visibility is worse in countries farther
from the equator, any such laws would obviously be
more effective in preventing collisions in those
countries. Infact. the only countries that actuallyhave
such laws arefarther from the equator than is the
continental United States.

Which of the following conclusions could be most
properly drawn from the information given above?

(A) Drivers in the continental United States who
used their headlights during the daywould be
just as likely to become involved in a collision as
would drivers who did not use their headlights.

(B) In many countries that are farther from the
equator than is the continental United States,
poor daylight visibility is the single most
important factor in automobile collisions.

(C) The proportion of automobile collisionsthat
occur in the daytime is greater in the continental
United States than in the countries that have
daytimeheadlight laws.

(D) Fewer automobile collisions probably occur each
year in countries that have daytimeheadlight
laws than occurwithin the continental United
States.

(E) Daytime headlight laws would probably do less
to prevent automobile collisions in the
continental United States than they do in the
countries that have the laws.

4 .4 Critical Rea sonin g Sample Questions

44. Bank depositors in the United States are all financially
protected against bank failure because the government
insures all individuals' bank deposits. An economist
argues that this insurance is partly responsible for the
high rate of bank failures, since it removes from
depositors any financial incentive to find out whether
the bank that holds their money is secure against
failure. If depositors were more selective, then banks
would need to be secure in order to compete for
depositors' money.

The economist's argument makes which of the
following assumptions?

(A) Bank failures are caused when big borrowers
defaulton loan repayments.

(8) A significant proportion of depositors maintain
accounts at several differentbanks.

(C) The more a depositor has to deposit, the more
careful he or she tends to be in selecting a bank.

(D) The difference in the interest rates paid to
depositors by differentbanks is not a significant
factor in bank failures.

(E) Potential depositors are able to determine which
banks are secure against failure.
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45. Often patients with ankle fractures that are stable, and
thus do not require surgery, aregiven follow-up x-rays
because their orthopedists are concerned about
possiblyhaving misjudged the stabilityof the fracture.
When a number of follow-up x-rays were reviewed,
however, all the fractures that had initially been judged
stable were found to have healed correctly. Therefore,
it is a waste of money to order follow-up x-rays of
ankle fractures initially judged stable.

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the
argument?

(A) Doctors who are general practitioners rather
than orthopedists are less likelythan
orthopedists to judge the stability of an ankle
fracture correctly.

(8) Many ankle injuries for which an initial x-ray is
ordered are revealed by the x-ray not to involve
any fracture of the ankle.

(C) X-rays of patients of many differentorthopedists
working in several hospitals were reviewed.

(D) The healing of ankle fractures that have been
surgicallyrepaired is always checked by means
of a follow-up x-ray.

(E) Orthopedists routinely order follow-up x-rays for
fractures of bones other than ankle bones.
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46. A study of marital relationships in which one partner's
sleeping and waking cycles differ from those of the
other partner reveals that such couples share fewer
activities with each other and have more violent
arguments than do couples in a relationship in which
bothpartners follow the same sleeping and waking
patterns. Thus, mismatched sleeping and waking
cycles can seriously jeopardize a marriage.

Which of the following, if true, most seriouslyweakens
the argument above?

(A) Married couples in which both spouses follow
the same sleeping and waking patterns also
occasionally have arguments that can jeopardize
the couple'smarriage.

(B) The sleeping and waking cycles of individuals
tend to vary from season to season.

(C) The individuals who have sleeping and waking
cycles that differ significantly from those of their
spouses tend to argue little with colleagues at
work.

(D) People in unhappy marriages have been found to
express hostilityby adopting a differentsleeping
and waking cycle from that of their spouses.

(E) According to a recent study, most people's
sleeping and waking cycles can be controlled
and modified easily.



47. In thepast most airline companies minimized aircraft
weight to minimize fuel costs. The safestairline seats
were heavy, and airlines equipped their planes with
few of these seats. This year the seat that has sold
best to airlines has been the safestone-a clear
indication that airlines are assigning a higher priority
to safe seating than to minimizing fuel costs.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument above?

(A) Lastyear's best-sell ing airline seatwas not the
safest airline seaton the market.

(B) No airline companyhas announced that it would
be making safe seatinga higher priority this year.

(C) The price of fuel was higher thisyear than it had
been in most of the years when the safest airline
seats sold poorly.

(D) Because of increases in the cost of materials, all
airline seatswere more expensive to
manufacture this year than in any previous year.

(E) Because of technological innovations, the safest
airline seat on themarketthis yearweighed less
than most other airline seats on the market.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sample Questions

48. Editorial: An arrest made by a Midville police officer is
provisional until the officer has taken the suspect to
the police station and the watch commander has
officially approved the arrest. Such approval is denied
if the commander judges that the evidence on which
the provisional arrest is based is insufficient. A
government efficiency expert has observed that
almost all provisional arrests meet the
standards for adequacy of evidence that the
watch commanders enforce. The experthas
therefore recommended that, because the officers'
t ime spent obtaining approval is largely wasted,
the watch commander's approval no longer be
required. This recommendation should be rejected as
dangerous, however, since there is no assurance that
the watch commanders' standards will continue to be
observed once approval is no longer required.

In the editorial, the two portions in boldface play
which of the following roles?

(A) The first is a claim, the accuracy of which is
disputed by the editorial; the second is a
conclusion drawn in order to supportthe main
conclusion of the editorial.

(8) The first is an observation that the editorial
disputes; the second is a conclusionthat was
drawn from that observation.

(C) The first is a finding that was used in support of
a proposal that the editorial opposes; the
second is a judgment that was based on that
finding and in turn was used to support the
proposal.

(D) The first is a finding introduced to supportthe
main conclusion of the editorial; the second is
that main conclusion.

(E) The first is a conclusion, the evidence for which
the editorial evaluates; the second is part of the
evidence cited in favor of that conclusion.
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49. Division manager: I wantto replace the Microton
computers in my division with Vitech computers.

General manager: Why?

Division manager: It costs 28 percent less to train new
staff on the Vitech.

General manager: Butthat is not a good enough
reason. We can simply hire only people who already
know how to use the Microton computer.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously
undermines the general manager's objection to the
replacement of Microton computers with Vitechs?

(A) Currently all employees in the company are
required to attend workshops on how to use
Microton computers in new applications.

(8) Once employees learn howto use a computer,
theytend to change employers more readily
than before.

(C) Experienced users of Microton computers
command much higher salaries than do
prospective employees who have no experience
in the use of computers.

(D) The average productivity of employees in the
general manager's company is below the
average productivity of the employees of its
competitors.

(E) The high costs of replacement parts make
Vitech computers more expensive to maintain
than Microton computers.
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50. Crops can be traded on the futures market before they
are harvested. If a poor corn harvest is predicted,
prices of corn futures rise; if a bountiful corn harvest
is predicted, prices of corn futures fall. This morning
meteorologists are predicting much-needed rain for
the corn-growing region starting tomorrow. Therefore,
since adequate moisture is essential for the current
crop's survival, prices of corn futures will fall sharply
today.

Which of the following, if true, most weakens the
argument above?

(A) Corn that doesnot receive adequate moisture
during its critical pollination stage will not
produce a bountiful harvest.

(B) Futures prices for corn have been fluctuating
more dramaticallythis season than last season.

(C) The rain that meteorologistspredicted for
tomorrow is expected to extend well beyond the
corn-growing region .

(D) Agriculture experts announced today that a
disease that has devastated some of the corn
crop will spread widelybefore the end of the
growing season.

(E) Most peoplewho trade in corn futures rarely
take physical possession of the corn they trade.



51. A company plans to develop a prototype weeding
machine that uses cutting blades with optical sensors
and microprocessors that distinguish weeds from crop
plants by differences in shade of color. The inventor of
the machine claims that it will reduce laborcosts by
virtually eliminating the need for manual weeding.

Which of the following is a consideration in favor of
the company's implementing its plan to develop the
prototype?

(A) There is a considerable degree of variation in
shade of color between weeds of different
species.

(8) The shade of color of some plants tends to
change appreciably overthe course of their
growing season.

(C) When crops are weeded manually, overall size
and leaf shape are taken into account in
distinguishing crop plants from weeds.

(Dl Selection and genetic manipulation allow plants
of virtuallyany species to be economicallybred
to have a distinctive shade of color without
altering their othercharacteristics.

(El Farm laborers who are responsible for the
manual weeding of crops carry out other
agricultural duties at times in the growing
season when extensive weeding is not
necessary.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sample Questi on s

52. The interview is an essential part of a successful hiring
program because, with it, job applicants who have
personalities that are unsuited to the requirements of
the job will be eliminated from consideration.

The argument above logically depends on which of the
following assumptions?

(A) A hiring program will be successful if it includes
interviews.

(8) The interview is a more important part of a
successful hiring program than is the
development of a job description.

(C) Interviewers can accurately identify applicants
whose personal ities are unsuited to the
requirements of the job.

(Dl The onlypurpose of an interview is to evaluate
whether job applicants' personalities are suited
to the requirements of the job.

(El The fit of job applicants' personalities to the
requirements of the job was once the most
importantfactor in making hiringdecisions.

53. Useful protein drugs, such as insulin, must still be
administered by the cumbersome procedure of
injection under the skin. If proteins are taken orally,
they are digested and cannot reach their target cells.
Certain nonprotein drugs, however, contain chemical
bonds that are not broken down by the digestive
system. They can , thus, be taken orally.

The statements above most strongly support a claim
that a research procedure that successfully
accomplishes which of the following would be
beneficial to users of protein drugs?

(Al Coating insulin with compounds that are broken
down by target cells, but whose chemical bonds
are resistant to digestion

(8) Converting into protein compounds, by
procedures that work in the laboratory, the
nonprotein drugs that resist digestion

(C) Removing permanently from the digestive
system any substances that digest proteins

(Dl Determining, in a systematic way, whatenzymes
and bacteria are present in the normal digestive
system and whether they tend to be broken
down within the body

(El Determining the amount of time each nonprotein
drug takes to reach its target cells
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54. Tanco, a leather manufacturer, uses large quantities
of common salt to preserve animal hides. New
environmental regulations have significantly increased
the cost of disposing of salt waterthat results from
this use, and, in consequence, Tanco is considering a
plan to use potassium chloride in place of common
salt. Research has shown thatTanco could reprocess
the by-product of potassium chloride use to yield a
crop fertilizer, leaving a relatively small volume of
wastefor disposal.

In determining the impacton company profits of using
potassiumchloride in place of common salt, it would
be important for Tanco to research all of the following
EXCEPT:

(A) What difference, if any, is there between the
cost of the common salt needed to preserve a
given quantity of animal hides and the cost of
the potassium chloride needed to preserve the
same quantity of hides?

(B) To whatextent is the equipment involved in
preserving animal hides using common salt
suitable for preserving animal hides using
potassium chloride?

(C) What environmental regulations, if any, constrain
the disposal of thewaste generated in
reprocessing the by-product of potassium
chloride?

(O) How closely does leather that results when
common salt is used to preserve hides resemble
that which results when potassium chloride is
used?

(E) Are the chemical properties that make potassium
chloride an effective means for preserving
animal hides the same as those that make
common salt an effective means for doing so?
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55. There is a great deal of geographical variation in the
frequency of many surgical procedures-up to tenfold
variation per hundred thousand people between
differentareas in the numbers of hysterectomies,
prostatectomies, and tonsillectomies.

To supporta conclusion that much of the variation is
due to unnecessary surgical procedures, it would be
most importantto establish which of the following?

(A) A local board of reviewat each hospital
examines the records of every operation to
determine whether the surgical procedure was
necessary.

(B) The variation is unrelated to factors (other than
the surgical procedures themselves) that
influence the incidence of diseases for which
surgery mightbe considered.

(C) There are several categories of surgical
procedure (other than hysterectomies,
prostatectomies, and tonsillectomies) that are
often performed unnecessarily.

(O) For certain surgical procedures, it is difficult to
determine after the operation whether the
procedures were necessary or whether
alternative treatment would have succeeded.

(E) With respectto how often they areperformed
unnecessarily, hysterectomies, prostatectomies,
and tonsillectomies are representative of
surgical procedures in general.



56. Gortland has longbeen narrowly self-sufficient in both
grain and meat. However, as per capita income in
Gortland has risen toward the world average, per
capita consumption of meathas also risen toward the
world average, and it takes several pounds of grain to
produce one pound of meat. Therefore , since per
capita income continues to rise, whereas domestic
grain productionwill not increase, Gortlandwill soon
have to import either grain or meator both.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the
argument depends?

(A) The total acreage devoted to grain production in
Gortland will not decrease substantially.

(B) The population of Gortland has remained
relatively constant during the country's years of
growing prosperity.

(C) The per capita consumption of meat in Gortland
is roughly the same across all income levels.

(0) In Gortland, neither meatnor grain is subject to
government price controls.

(E) People in Gortland who increase their
consumption of meatwill not radicallydecrease
their consumption of grain.

4.4 Critical Rea soning Sample Questions

57. Meteorite explosions in the Earth's atmosphere as
large as the one that destroyed forests in Siberia, with
approximately the force of a twelve-megaton nuclear
blast, occur about once a century.

The response of highly automated systems controlled
by complex computer programs to unexpected
circumstances is unpredictable.

Which of the following conclusions can most properly
be drawn, if the statements above are true, about a
highly automated nuclear-missile defense system
controlled by a complex computer program?

(A) Within a century after its construction, the
system would react inappropriatelyand might
accidentally start a nuclear war.

(8) The system would be destroyed if an explosion
of a large meteorite occurred in the Earth's
atmosphere.

(C) It would be impossible for the system to
distinguish the explosion of a large meteorite
from the explosion of a nuclear weapon.

(0) Whether the system would respond
inappropriately to the explosion of a large
meteorite would depend on the location of the
blast.

(E) It is not certain what the system's response to
the explosion of a large meteorite would be, if its
designers did not plan for such a contingency.
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58. If there is an oil-supply disruption resulting in higher
international oil prices, domestic oil prices in open
market countries such as the United States will rise
aswell, whether such countries import all or none of
their oil.

If the statement above concerning oil-supply
disruptions is true, which of the following policies in an
open-market nation is most likely to reduce the long
term economic impactonthat nation of sharp and
unexpected increases in international oil prices?

(A) Maintaining the quantity of oil imported at
constant yearly levels

(8) Increasing the number of oil tankers in its fleet

(C) Suspending diplomatic relations with major oil
producing nations

(D) Decreasing oil consumption through
conservation

(E) Decreasing domestic production of oil

59. Boreal owls range over a much larger area than do
other owls of similar size. The reason for this behavior
is probably that the small mammals on which owls
feed are especially scarce in the forests where boreal
owls live, and the relative scarcityof prey requires the
owls to range more extensively to find sufficient food.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to confirm
the explanation above?

(A) Some boreal owls range over an area eight
times larger than the area over which any other
owl of similar size ranges.

(B) Boreal owls range over larger areas in regions
where food of the sort eaten by small mammals
is sparse than theydo in regions where such
food is abundant.

(C) After their young hatch, boreal owls musthunt
more oftenthan before in order to feed both
themselves and their newly hatched young.

(D) Sometimes individual boreal owls huntnear a
single location for many weeks at a time and do
not range farther than a few hundred yards.

(E) The boreal owl requires lessfood, relative to its
weight, than is required by members of other
owl species.
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60. The tobacco industry is still profitable and projections
are that it will remain so. Inthe United States this year,
the total amount of tobacco sold by tobacco farmers
has increased, even though the number of adults who
smoke has decreased.

Each of the following, if true, could explain the
simultaneous increase in tobacco sales and decrease
in the number of adults who smoke EXCEPT:

(A) During this year, the number of women who have
begun to smoke is greaterthan the number of
men who have quit smoking.

(B) The number of teenage children who have begun
to smoke thisyear is greater than the number of
adults who have quit smoking during the same
period.

(C) During this year, the number of nonsmokers who
have begun to use chewing tobacco or snuff is
greater than the number of people who have quit
smoking.

(D) The people who have continued to smoke
consume moretobacco per person than theydid
in the past.

(E) More of the cigarettes made in the United States
this yearwere exported to other countries than
was the case last year.

61. A milepost onthe towpath read "21" on the side facing
the hiker as she approached it and "23" on its back.
She reasoned that the nextmilepost forward on the
path would indicate that she was halfway between one
end of the path and the other. However, the milepost
one milefurther on read "20" facing her and "24"
behind.

Which of the following, if true, would explain the
discrepancy described above?

(A) The numbers on the nextmilepost had been
reversed.

(8) The numbers on the mileposts indicate
kilometers, not miles.

(C) The facing numbers indicate miles to the end of
the path, not miles from the beginning.

(D) A milepost was missing between the two the
hiker encountered.

(E) The mileposts had originally been put in place
for the use of mountain bikers, not for hikers.



62. In response to viral infection, the immune systems of
mice typically produce antibodies that destroy the
virus by binding to proteins on its surface. Mice
infected with a herpesvirus generally develop keratitis,
a degenerative disease affecting part of the eye. Since
proteins on the surface of cells in this part of the eye
closely resemble those on the herpesvirus surface,
scientists hypothesize that these cases of keratitis are
caused by antibodies to herpesvirus.

Which of the following, if true, gives the greatest
additional support to the scientists' hypothesis?

(A) Other types of virus have surface proteins that
closely resemble proteins found in various
organs of mice.

(8) There are mice that are unable to form
antibodies in response to herpes infections, and
these mice contractherpes at roughly the same
rate as other mice.

(C) Mice that are infected with a herpesvirus but do
not develop keratitis produce as many
antibodies as infected mice that do develop
keratitis.

(D) There are mice that are unable to form
antibodies in response to herpes infections, and
these mice survive these infections withoutever
developing keratitis.

(E) Mice that have never been infected with a
herpesvirus can sometimes develop keratitis.

4 .4 Critical Reasoning Sample Ques t io ns

63. Traditionally, decision making by managers that is
reasoned step-by-step has been considered preferable
to intuitive decision making. However, a recent study
found that top managers used intuition significantly
more than did most middle- or lower-level managers.
This confirms the alternative view that intuition is
actually more effective than careful, methodical
reasoning.

The conclusion above is based on which of the
following assumptions?

(A) Methodical, step-by-step reasoning is
inappropriate for making many real-life
management decisions.

(8) Top managers have the ability to use either
intuitive reasoning or methodical, step-by-step
reasoning in making decisions.

(C) The decisions made by middle- and lower-level
managers can be made as easily by using
methodical reasoning as by using intuitive
reasoning.

(D) Top managers use intuitive reasoning in making
the majority of their decisions.

(E) Top managers are more effective at decision
making than middle- or lower-level managers.
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64. High levels of fertilizer and pesticides, needed when
farmers try to produce high yields of the same crop
year after year, pollute water supplies. Experts
therefore urge farmers to diversify theircrops and to
rotate their plantings yearly.

To receive governmental price-support benefits for a
crop, farmers must have produced that same crop for
the past several years.

The statements above, if true, best support which of
the following conclusions?

(A) The rules for governmental support of farm
prices work against efforts to reduce water
pollution.

(8) The only solution to the problem of water
pollution from fertilizers and pesticides is to take
farmland out of production.

(C) Farmers can continue to make a profit by
rotating diverse crops, thus reducing costs for
chemicals, but not by planting the same crop
each year.

(D) New farming techniques will be developed to
make it possible for farmers to reduce the
application of fertilizers and pesticides.

(E) Governmental price supports for farm products
are set at levels that are not high enough to
allow farmers to get out of debt.
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65. Which of the following most logically completes the
argument?

Utrania was formerly a major petroleum exporter, but
in recent decades economic stagnation and restrictive
regulations inhibited investment in new oil fields. In
consequence, Utranian oil exports dropped steadily as
old fields became depleted. Utrania's currently
improving economic situation, together with less
restrictive regulations, will undoubtedly result in the
rapid development of new fields. However, it would be
premature to conclude that the rapid development of
new fields will result in higher oil exports, because

(A) the price of oil is expected to remain relatively
stable over the next several years

(8) the improvement in the economic situation in
Utrania is expected to result in a dramatic
increase in the proportionof Utranians who own
automobiles

(C) most of the investment in new oil fields in
Utrania is expected to come from foreign
sources

(D) newtechnology is available to recover oil from
old oil fields formerly regarded as depleted

(E) many of the new oil fields in Utrania are likely to
be as productive as those that were developed
during the period when Utrania was a major oil
exporter



66. Hardin argued that grazing land held in common (that
is, open to any user) would always be used less
carefully than private grazing land. Each rancher wou ld
be tempted to overuse common land because the
benefits would accrue to the individual, while the costs
of reduced land quality that results from overuse
would be spread among all users. But a study
comparing 217 mill ion acres of common grazing land
with 433 million acres of private grazing land showed
that the common land was in better condition.

The answer to which of the following questions would
bemost useful in evaluating the significance, in relation
to Hardin's claim, of the study described above?

(A) Did anyof the ranchers whose land was studied
use both common and private land?

(B) Did the ranchers whose land was studied tend to
prefer using common land over usingprivate
land for grazing?

(C) Was the private land that was studied of
comparable quality to the common land before
either was used for grazing?

(D) Were the users of the common land that was
studied at least as prosperous as the users of
the private land?

(E) Were there any owners of herds who used only
common land, and no private land, for grazing?

67. A compelling optical illusion called the illusion of
velocityand size makes objects appear to be moving
more slowly the larger the objects are. Therefore, a
motorist's estimate of the time available for crossing a
highway with a small car approaching is bound to be
lower than it would be with a large truck approaching.

The conclusion above would be more properly drawn if
it were made clear that the

(A) truck's speed is assumed to be lower than the
car's

(B) truck's speed is assumed to be the same as the
car's

(C) truck's speed is assumed to be higherthan the
car's

(D) motorist 's estimate of time available is assumed
to be more accurate with cars approaching than
with trucks approaching

(E) motorist's estimate of time available is assumed
to be more accurate with trucks approaching
than with cars approaching

4.4 Crit ica l Reas on ing Sample Questions

68. Manufacturers sometimes discount the price of a
productto retailers for a promotion period when the
product is advertised to consumers. Such promotions
often result in a dramatic increase in amount of
product sold by the manufacturers to reta ilers.
Nevertheless, the manufacturerscould often make
more profit by not holding the promotions.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports
the claim above aboutthe manufacturers' profit?

(A) The amount of discount generally offered by
manufacturers to retailers is carefully calculated
to represent the minimum needed to draw
consumers' attention to the product.

(8) For many consumer products the period of
advertising discounted prices to consumers is
abouta week, not sufficiently long for
consumers to become used to the sale price.

(C) For products that are not newly introduced, the
purpose of such promotions is to keep the
products in the minds of consumers and to
attract consumers who are currently using
competing products.

(D) During such a promotion retailers tend to
accumulate in their warehouses inventory
bought at discount; they then sell much of it
later at their regular price.

(E) If a manufacturer fails to offer such promotions
but its competitor offers them, that competitor
will tend to attract consumersawayfrom the
manufacturer's product.
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69. When people evade income taxes by not declaring
taxable income, a vicious cycle results. Tax evasion
forces lawmakers to raise income tax rates, which
causes the tax burden on nonevading taxpayers to
become heavier. This, in turn, encourages even more
taxpayers to evade income taxes by hiding taxable
income.

The vicious cycle described above could not result
unless which of the followingwere true?

(A) An increase in tax rates tends to function as an
incentive for taxpayers to try to increase their
pretax incomes.

(B) Some methods for detecting tax evaders, and
thus recovering some tax revenue lost through
evasion, bring in morethan theycost, but their
success rate varies from year to year.

(C) When lawmakers establish income tax rates in
order to generate a certain level of revenue,
theydo not allow adequately for revenue that will
be lost through evasion.

(0) No one who routinely hides some taxable
income can be induced by a lowering of tax
rates to stop hiding such income unless fines for
evaders are raised at the same time.

(E) Taxpayers do not differ from each otherwith
respect to the rate of taxation that will cause
them to evade taxes.
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70. Plantingsof cotton bioengineered to produce its own
insecticide against bollworms, a major cause of crop
failu re, sustained little bollworm damage until this
year. This year the plantings are being seriously
damaged by bollworms. Bollworms. however, are not
necessarily developing resistance to the cotton's
insecticide. Bollworms breed on corn, and last year
more corn than usual was planted throughout cotton
growing regions. So it is likely that the cotton is simply
being overwhelmed by corn-bred bollworms.

In evaluating the argument, which of the following
would it be most useful to establish?

(A) Whether corn could be bioengineered to
produce the insecticide

(B) Whether plantings of cotton that does not
produce the insecticide are suffering unusually
extensive damage from bollworms this year

(C) Whether other crops that have been
bioengineered to produce their own insecticide
successfully resist thepests against which the
insecticide was to protect them

(0) Whether plantings of bioengineered cotton are
frequently damaged by insect pests other than
bollworms

(E) Whether there are insecticides that can be used
against bollworms that have developed
resistance to the insecticide produced by the
bioengineered cotton



71. Because postage rates are rising, Home Decorator
magazine plans to maximize its profits by reducing by
one-half the number of issues it publishes each year.
The quality of articles, the number of articles
published per year, and the subscription price will not
change. Market research shows that neither
subscribers nor advertisers will be lost if the
magazine's plan is instituted.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest
evidence that the magazine's profits are likely to
decline if the plan is instituted?

(A) With the new postage rates, a typical issue
under the proposed plan would cost aboutone
third more to mail than a typical current issue
would.

(8) The majority of the magazine's subscribers are
less concerned abouta possible reduction in the
quantity of the magazine's articles than abouta
possible loss of the current high quality of its
articles.

(C) Many of the magazine's long-time subscribers
would continue their subscriptions even if the
subscription pricewere increased.

(D) Mostof the advertisers that purchase
advertising space in the magazine will continue
to spend the same amount on advertising per
issue as theyhave in the past.

(E) Production costs for the magazine are expected
to remain stable.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Samp le Quest ions

72. A discount retailer of basic household necessities
employs thousands of people and pays most of them
at the minimum wage rate. Yet following a federally
mandated increase of the minimum wage rate that
increased the retailer's operating costs considerably,
the retailer'sprofits increased markedly.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve
the apparent paradox?

(A) Over half of the retailer's operating costs consist
of payroll expenditures; yet only a small
percentage of those expenditures go to pay
management salaries.

(8) The retailer's customer base is made up
primari ly of people who earn, or who depend on
the earnings of others who earn, the minimum
wage.

(C) The retailer's operating costs, other than wages,
increased substantially after the increase in the
minimum wage ratewent into effect.

(D) When the increase in the minimum wage rate
went into effect, the retailer also raised the
wage rate for employees who had been earning
just above minimum wage.

(E) The majorityof the retailer 's employees work
as cashiers, and most cashiers are paid the
minimum wage.
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73. The cotton farms of Country Qbecame so productive
that the market could not absorb all that they
produced. Consequently, cotton prices fell. The
government tried to boost cotton prices by offering
farmers who took 25 percent of their cotton acreage
out of production direct supportpayments up to a
specified maximum per farm.

The government's program, if successful, will not be a
net burden on the budget. Which of the following, if
true, is the best basis for an explanation of howthis
could be so?

(A) Depressed cotton prices meant operating
losses for cotton farms, and the government
lost revenue from taxes on farm profits.

(B) Cotton production in several countries other
than Qdeclined slightly the yearthat the
support-payment program wentinto effect in Q.

(C) The first year that the support-payment program
was in effect, cotton acreage in Qwas 5 percent
below its level in the base yearfor the program.

(0) The specified maximum per farm meant that for
very large cotton farms the supportpayments
were less per acre for those acres that were
withdrawn from production than theywere for
smaller farms.

(E) Farmers who wished to qualify for support
payments could not use the cotton acreage that
was withdrawn from production to grow any
other crop.
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74. A productthat represents a clear technological
advance over competing products can generally
command a high price. Because technological
advances tend to be quickly surpassed and
companies wantto make large profits while theystill
can, many companies charge the maximum
possible price for such a product. But large profits
on the new productwill give competitors a strong
incentive to quickly match the new product's
capabilities. Consequently, the strategy to maximize
overall profit from a new product is to charge less than
the greatestpossible price.

In the argument above, the two portions in boldface
play which of the following roles?

(A) The first is a consideration raised to argue that a
certain strategy is counterproductive; the
second presents that strategy.

(8) The first is a consideration raised to support the
strategy that the argument recommends; the
second presents that strategy.

(C) The first is a consideration raised to help explain
the popularity of a certain strategy; the second
presents that strategy.

(D) The first is an assumption, rejected bythe
argument, that has been used to justify a course
of action; the second presents that course of
action.

(E) The first is a consideration that has been used to
justify adopting a certain strategy; the second
presents the intended outcome of that strategy.



75. United States hospitals have traditionally relied
primarily on revenues from paying patients to offset
losses from unreimbursed care. Almost all paying
patients now rely on governmental or private health
insurance to pay hospital bills. Recently, insurers have
been strictly limiting what they payhospitals for the
care of insured patients to amounts at or below actual
costs.

Which of the followingconclusions is best supported
by the information above?

(A) Although the advance of technology has made
expensive medical procedures available to the
wealthy, such procedures are out of the reach of
low-income patients.

(8) If hospitals do not find ways of raising additional
income for unreimbursed care, they must either
deny some of that careor suffer losses if they
give it.

(C) Some patients have incomes too high for
eligibility for governmental health insurance but
are unable to afford private insurance for
hospital care.

(D) If the hospitals reduce their costs in providing
care, insurance companies will maintain the
current level of reimbursement, thereby
providing more funds for unreimbursed care.

(E) Even though philanthropic donations have
traditionally provided some supportfor the
hospitals, such donations are at present
declining.

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sampl e Que stions

76. Generally scientists entertheir field with the goal of
doing important new research and accept as their
colleagues those with similar motivation. Therefore,
when any scientist wins renown as an expounder of
science to general audiences, most other scientists
conclude that this popularizer should no longer be
regarded as a true colleague.

The explanation offered above for the low esteem in
which scientific popularizers are held by research
scientists assumes that

(A) serious scientific research is not a solitary
activity, but relies on active cooperation among
a group of colleagues

(8) research scientists tend not to regard as
colleagues those scientists whose renown they
envy

(C) a scientist can become a famous popularizer
withouthaving completed any important
research

(D) research scientists believe that those who are
well known as popularizers of science are not
motivated to do important new research

(E) no important new research can be accessible to
or accurately assessed by those who arenot
themselves scientists
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77. Country Yuses its scarce foreign-exchange reserves
to buy scrap iron for recycling into steel. Although the
steel thus produced earns more foreign exchange than
it costs, that policy is foolish. Country V's own territory
has vast deposits of ironore, which can be mined with
minimal expenditure of foreign exchange.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest
support for Country V's policy of buying scrap iron
abroad?

(A) The price of scrap iron on international markets
rose significantly in 1987.

(8) Country V's foreign-exchange reserves dropped
significantly in 1987.

(C) There is virtually no difference in quality
between steel produced from scrap ironand
that produced from ironore.

(D) Scrap iron is now used in the production of
roughly half the steel used in theworld today,
and experts predict that scrap iron will be used
even moreextensively in the future.

(E) Furnaces that process scrap iron can be built
and operated in Country Ywith substantially less
foreign exchange than can furnaces that process
ironore.
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78. Which of the following most logically completes the
passage?

The figures in portraits by the Spanish painter
EI Greco (1541-1614) are systematically elongated.
In EI Greco's time, the intentional distortion of human
figures was unprecedented in European painting.
Consequently, some critics have suggested that
EI Greco had an astigmatism, a type of visual
impairment, that resulted in people appearing to him in
the distorted way that is characteristic of his paintings.
However, this suggestion cannot be the explanation,
because

(A) several twentieth-century artists have
consciously adopted from EI Greco's paintings
the systematic elongation of the human form

(8) some people do have elongated bodies
somewhat like thosedepicted in EI Greco's
portraits

(C) if EI Greco had an astigmatism, then, relative to
howpeople looked to him, the elongated figures
in his paintingswould have appeared to him to
be distorted

(D) even if EI Greco had an astigmatism, there would
have beenno correction for it available in the
period in which he lived

(E) therewere non-European artists, even in
EI Greco's time, who included in their works
human figures that were intentionally distorted



79. Consumer health advocate: Your candy company adds
caffeine to yourchocolate candy bars so that each
one delivers a specified amount of caffeine. Since
caffeine is highly addictive, this indicates that you
intend to keep your customers addicted.

Candy manufacturer: Our manufacturing process
results in there being lesscaffeine in each chocolate
candy bar than in the unprocessed cacao beans from
which the chocolate is made.

The candy manufacturer's response is flawed as a
refutation of the consumer health advocate's argument
because it

(A) fails to address the issue of whether the level of
caffeine in the candy bars sold by the
manufacturer is enough to keep people addicted

(8) assumes without warrant that all unprocessed
cacao beans contain a uniform amount of
caffeine

(C) does not specify exactly howcaffeine is lost in
the manufacturing process

(D) treats the consumer health advocate's argument
as though it were abouteach candy bar rather
than about the manufacturer's candy in general

(E) merely contradicts the consumer health
advocate's conclusion without giving any reason
to believe that the advocate's reasoning is
unsound

4.4 Critical Reasoning Sampl e Ques t io ns

80. To evaluate a plan to save money on office-space
expenditures by having its employees work at home,
XYZ Company asked volunteers from its staff to try
the arrangement for six months. During this period,
the productivity of these employees was as high as or
higher than before.

Which of the following, if true, would argue most
strongly against deciding, on the basis of the trial
results, to implement the company's plan?

(A) The employees who agreed to participate in the
test of the plan were among the company's
most self-motivated and independent workers.

(8) The savings that would accrue from reduced
office-space expenditures alone would be
sufficient to justify the arrangement for the
company, apart from any productivity increases.

(C) Other companies that have achieved successful
results from work-at-home plans have workforces
that are substantially larger than that of XYZ.

(D) The volunteers who worked at home were able
to communicate with other employees as
necessary for performing the work.

(E) Minor changes in the wayoffice work is
organized at XYZ would yield increases in
employee productivity similar to those achieved
in the trial.
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81. Political Advertisement:

Mayor Delmont's critics complain aboutthe jobs that
were lost in the city under Delmont's leadership. Yet
the fact is that not onlywere more jobs created than
were eliminated, but each year since Delmont took
office the average pay for the new jobs created has
been higher than that year's average pay for jobs
citywide. So it stands to reason that throughout
Delmont's tenure the average paycheck in this city has
been getting steadi ly bigger.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens
the argument in the advertisement?

(A) The unemployment rate in the city is higher
today than it was when Mayor Delmonttook
office.

(8) The average pay for jobs in the city was at a
ten-year lowwhen Mayor Delmont took office.

(C) Each year during Mayor Delmont's tenure, the
average pay for jobs that were eliminated has
been higher than the average pay for jobs
citywide.

(D) Most of the jobs eliminated during Mayor
Delmont's tenure were in declining industries.

(E) The average pay for jobs in the city is currently
lower than it is for jobs in the suburbs
surrounding the city.
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82. Vitacorp, a manufacturer, wishes to make its
information booth at an industry convention more
productive in terms of boosting sales. The booth
offers information introducing the company's new
products and services. To achieve the desired result,
Vitacorp's marketing department will attemptto
attract more people to the booth. The marketing
director's first measure was to instruct each
salesperson to call hisor her five best customers and
personally invite them to visit the booth.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports
the prediction that the marketing director's first
measure will contribute to meeting the goal of
boosting sales?

(A) Vitacorp's salespeople routinely inform each
important customer about newproducts and
services as soon as the decision to launch them
has been made.

(8) Many of Vitacorp's competitors have made plans
for making their own information booths more
productive in increasing sales.

(C) An information booth that is well attended tends
to att ract visitors who would not otherwise have
attended the booth.

(D) Most of Vitacorp's best customers also have
business dealings with Vitacorp's competitors.

(E) Vitacorp has fewer newproducts and services
available this year than it had in previous years.



83. An eyeglass manufacturer tried to boost sales for the
summer quarter by offering its distributors a special
discount if thei r orders for that quarter exceeded
those for last year's summer quarter by at least 20
percent. Many distributors qualified for this discount.
Even with much merchandise discounted , sales
increased enough to produce a healthy gain in net
profits. The manufacturer plans to repeat this success
by offering the same sort of discountfor the fall
quarter.

Which of the following, if true, most clearly points to a
flaw in the manufacturer's plan to repeat the
successful performance of the summer quarter?

(Al In general, a distributor's orders for the summer
quarter are no higher than those for the spring
quarter.

(8) Along with offering special discounts to
qualifying distributors, the manufacturer
increased newspaper and radio advertising in
those distributors' sales areas.

(e) The distributors most likely to qualify for the
manufacturer's special discount are those
whose orders were unusually Iowa year earlier.

(D) The distributors who qualified for the
manufacturer's special discount were free to
decide how much of that discountto pass on to
their own customers.

(E) The distributors' ordering more goods in the
summer quarter left them overstocked for the
fall quarter.

4.4 Critical Reason ing Sample Questions
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4.5 Answer Key

I. 8 22. A 43. E 64. A

2. 8 23 . C 44. E 65 . 8

3. E 24. C 45. C 66 . C

4. A 25. 8 46 . D 67. B
5. C 26 . 8 47 . E 68. D

6. 8 27. E 48. C 69. C

7. D 28. 8 49 . C 70. 8

8. A 29. C 50. D 71. D

9. A 30 . D 5I. D 72. 8

10. 8 3I. E 52. C 73. A

II. 8 32. C 53. A 74. C

12. C 33. A 54. E 75. 8

13. C 34. C 55 . 8 76. D

14. B 35. A 56. E 77. E

15. D 36 . D 57 . E 78. C

16. A 37 . A 58. D 79. A

17. C 38. 8 59 . 8 80 . A

18. A 39. 8 60 . A 8I. C

19. C 40 . E 6I. C 82. C

20. E 4I. C 62. D 83. E

2I. A 42 . E 63. E
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Situation

Reasoning

4.6 Critical Reasoning Answer Expl anat ion s

4.6 Answer Explanations

The following discussion is intended to familiarize you with the most efficient and effective
approaches to critical reasoning questions. The particular questions in this chapter are generally
representative of the kinds of critical reasoning questions you will encounter on the GMAT.
Remember that it is the problem solving strategy that is important. not the specific details of a
particular question.

1. Which of the following, if true, most logicallycompletes the argument below?

Manufacturers arenow required to make all cigarette lighters child-resistant by equipping them with safety levers.
Butthis change is unlikely to result in a significant reduction in the number of fires caused by children playing with
lighters, because children given the opportunity can figure out how to workthe safety levers and _ _ .

(A) the addition of the safety levers has made lighters more expensive than theywere before the requirement
was instituted

(8) adults are more likely to leave child-resistant lighters than non-child-resistant lighters in places that are
accessible to children

(C) many of the fires started by young children are quickly detected and extinguished by their parents

(D) unlike child-resistant lighters, lighters that arenot child-resistant can be operated by children as young as
two years old

(E) approximately 5,000 fires peryearhave been attributed to children playingwith lighters before the safety
levers were required

Argument Const ruction

Manufacturers must equip all cigarette lighters with child-resistant safety levers, but
children can figure out how to circumvent the safety levers and thereby often sta rt fires.

Whatpoint would most log ically comp lete the argume nt? What would make it likely th at
the number of fires caused by children playing with lighters would remain the same?
In order for children to start fires using lighters equipped with safety levers, they must
be given the opportunity to figur e out how the safety levers work and then to use
them. They must, that is, have access to the lighters.

A If safety-lever-equipped lighters are more expensive than lighters that are not so equipped, fewer
lighters might be sold. 1his wou ld most likely afford children less access to lighters, thus giving
them less opportunity to start fires with them.

B C orrect. Thi s statement properly identifies a point that logically completes the argument: it
explains why children are likely to have access to lighters equipped with safety levers.

C The speed with wh ich fires are extinguished does not have any bearing on th e number of fires
that are star ted .

D This provides a reason to believe that the number of fires started by children will most likely
decrease, rather than stay the same: fewer children will be able to operate the lighters, and thus
fewer fires are likely to be started.

E Thi s information about how many fires were started by children before safety levers were required
does not have any bearing on the question of how man y fires are likely to be started by ch ildren
now that the safety levers are required.

The correct answer is B.
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2. A cost-effective solution to the problem of airport congestion is to provide high-speed ground transportation
between major cities lying 200 to 500 miles apart. The successful implementation of this plan would cost far
less than expanding existing airports and would also reduce thenumber of airplanes clogging bothairports and
airways.

Whichof the following, if true, could proponents of the plan above most appropriately cite as a piece of evidence
for the soundness of their plan?

(A) An effective high-speed ground-transportation system would require major repairs to many highways and
mass-transit improvements.

(B) One-half of all departing flights in the nation's busiest airport head for a destination in a major city
225 miles away.

(e) The majority of travelers departing from rural airports are flying to destinations in cities over 600 miles
away.

(D) Many new airports are being built in areas that are presently served by high-speed ground-transportation
systems.

(E) A large proportion of air travelers are vacationers who aretaking long-distance flights.

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation

Reasoning

Providing high-speed ground transportation between cities 200 to 500 miles apart is a
more cost-effective and efficient way to reduce airp ort congest ion than expanding
existing airports.

What ev idencesupports the p lan? The transportation plan will work only if people are
likely to use the high-speed ground transportation . I f half the flight s leaving the
busiest airport fly to destinations within range (200- 500 miles) of ground
transportation , then many people might choose high-speed ground transportation
over air travel. Then, fewer flights would be needed and airport congestion would
decrease.

A Expensive repairs are an argument against, not for, ground transportation.

B C orrect. Thi s statement properly identifies evidence that supports the plan.

e Rural travelers are not included in this proposal, which addresses travel between major cities.

D New airports covering the same routes are a threat to the plan.

E The information that the airports are congested because of long-distance travelers, rather than
th ose heading to destinations within 500 mile s, argues against the proposal.

The correct answer is B.
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3. People's television-viewing habits could be monitored by having television sets, when on , send out low-level
electromagnetic waves that are reflected back to the sets. The reflected waves could then be analyzed to
determine how many persons arewithin theviewing area of the sets. Critics fear adverse health effects of such
a monitoring system, but a proponent responds, "The average dose of radiation is less than one chest x-ray. As
they watch, viewers won't feel a thing."

Which of the following issues would it be most important to resolve in evaluating the dispute concerning the
health effects of the proposed system?

(A) Whether the proposed method of monitoring viewership can distinguish between people and pets

(B) Whether radar speed monitors also operate on the principle of analyzing reflected waves of
electromagnetic radiation

(C) Whether the proposed system has been tried out in various areas of the country or in a single area only

(D) What uses are foreseen for the viewership data

(E) Whether the average dose that the proponent describes is a short-term dose or a lifetime cumulative dose

Evaluat ion of a Plan

Situation

Reasoning

People's television habits could be tracked using electromagnetic waves. Critics of this
plan are concerned that the electromagnetic waves would prove detrimental to people's
health, but proponents say that viewers will feel nothing, for the average dose of
radiation is less th an one chest x-ray.

What would it be most useful to kno w in order to resolve the dispute? The dispute centers on
th e potential dangers of the radiation di rected at those around the television . If th e
proponent's claim is accurate, then presumably people have nothing to worry about.
But there is a significant ambiguity in the proponent's claim: wh at "av erage" is the
proponent talking about? Over what length of time is th is "av erage" dose of radi ation
administered by the telev ision-a day, a year, a lifetime? Resolving this question
would go a long way toward establishing whether the crit ics of the plan are justified in
their concerns.

A Thi s speaks to whether th e data obtained from the radiation plan will be useful to those who wish
to monitor people's television habits, not to whether the monitoring system will produce adverse
health effects.

B This is tangentially related to the dispute, for it could be said th at if reflected waves of radiomagnetic
radiation were in fact dangerous, radar speed monitors would never have been appro ved for use. But
since no information is given about whether the amount of radiation to which people are exposed by
radar speed monitors is comparable to the amount to which they would be exposed by the proposed
television system, the information given would not help to resolve the dispute .

C It would be useful to know whether the health effects of the proposed system have been
investigated through tr ials of the system. But merely knowing whether the system has been tried
out in various areas of the country or in only a single area would not in itself help in determining
how likely the system is to produce adverse health effects.

D The uses to which the viewership data will be put are unrelated to th e que stion of whether the
proposed system will have adverse health effects.

E Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies an issue that, if resolved , would help to determine th e
heal th effects of the prop osed system.

The correct answer is E.
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4. The price thegovernment pays for standard weapons purchased from military contractors is determined by a
pricing method called "historical costing." Historical costing allows contractors to protect their profits by adding
a percentage increase, based on the current rate of inflation, to the previous year's contractual price.

Which of the following statements, if true, is the best basis for a criticism of historical costing as an
economically sound pricing method for military contracts?

(A) The government mightcontinue to payfor past inefficient use of funds.

(8) The rate of inflation has varied considerably over the past twentyyears.

(el The contractual pricewill be greatly affected by the cost of materials used for the products.

(D) Many taxpayers question the amount of money the government spends onmilitary contracts.

(E) The pricing method based on historical costing might not encourage the development of innovative
weapons.

Argument Evaluatio n

Military contractors add a percentage increase, based on the rate of inflation, to prices
specified in previous contracts for standard weapons.

What could be wrong in simp ly adding a percentage increase eachyear? If the original
contract price accommodated the contractors' inefficiencies, the government's
overpayments for these inefficiencies are simply perpetuated, and money continues to
be wasted. Additionally, historical costing assumes costs only go up, never down.

A C orrect . This statement properly identifies a serious problem with historical costing.

B Because historical costing involves making a price adjustment based on the most recent inflation
rate, the fact that inflation rates have varied is not a weakness of the method.

e Presumably the cost of materials was facto red into the previous year's contractual price, and the
percentage increase allowed by historical costing will likely reflect any increases in the cost of
materials.

D Taxpayers may question the amount spent on military contracts even if the contracts are priced
using an economically sound method.

E The contract is for standard weapons only; innovative weapons are not discussed.

The correct answer is A.
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5. Since the mayor's publicity campaign for Greenvil le's bus service began six months ago, morning automobile
traffic into the midtown area of the city has decreased 7 percent. Duringthe same period, there has been an
equivalent rise in the number of persons riding buses into the midtown area. Obviously, the mayor's publicity
campaign has convinced many people to leave their cars at home and ride the bus to work.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most serious doubton the conclusion drawn above?

(A) Fares for all bus routes in Greenville have risen an average of 5 percent during the past six months.

(8) The mayor of Greenville rides the bus to City Hall in the city's midtown area.

(C) Road reconstruction has greatly reduced the number of lanes available to commuters in major streets
leading to the midtown area during the past six months.

(D) The number of buses entering the midtown area of Greenville during the morning hours is exactly the
same now as it was one yearago.

(E) Surveys show that longtime bus riders areno more satisfied with the Greenville bus service than they
were before the mayor's publ icity campaign began.

Argument Evaluat ion

Situation

Reasoning

Traffi c into midtown has decreased by 7 percent, and bus ridership has increased by an
equ ivalent amount. The mayor's publicity campaign is responsible for this change.

What casts doubt on this conclusion? Another reasonable explanation of what caused
the decrease in automobile traffic and the increase in bus ridership would make th is
conclusion suspect. Road construction impeding access to midtown over th e same
per iod of time is a reasonable alternative explanation . The road constr uction projects
wou ld likely have discouraged people from driving to midtown; many of these people
have probably taken the bus .

A A n increase in fares might be a reasonable explanation for a decre ase in ridership, but not for an
increase.

B The mayor's decision to ride the bus sets a good example for citizens, so this would tend to
strengthen rather than weaken support for the conclusion.

C C orrect. This statement properly identifies an expla nation that weakens support for the
conclusion.

D If more buses were running, then more seats wou ld be available for people traveling into
midtown. Ruling out this scenario help s strengthen, not weaken, support for the conclusion.

E Passengers perceive bus service to be the same, so better service can be eliminated as a possible
cause of the increased ridership .

Th e correct answer is C .
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6. Patrick usually provides child care for sixchildren. Parents leave their children at Patrick's house in the morning
and pick them up after work. At the end of each workweek, the parents pay Patrick at an hourly rate for the child
care provided that week. The weekly income Patrick receives is usually adequate but not always uniform,
particularly in the winter, when children are likely to get sick and be unpredictably absent.

Which of the following plans, if put into effect, has the best prospect of makingPatrick's weekly income both
uniform and adequate?

(A) Pool resources with a neighbor who provides child care under similar arrangements, so that the two of
them cooperate in caring for twice as many children as Patrick currently does.

(B) Replace payment by actual hours of child care provided with a fixed weekly fee based upon the number of
hours of child care that Patrick would typically be expected to provide.

(e) Hire a full-time helper and invest in facilities for providing child care to sickchildren .

(0) Increase the hourly rate to a level that would provide adequate income even in a week when half of the
children Patrick usually cares for are absent.

(El Increase the number of hours made available for child care each day, so that parents can leavetheir
children in Patrick's care for a longer period each dayat the current hourly rate.

Evaluation of a Plan

A t the end of the workweek Patrick is paid a certain amount for each hour of child
care he has provided. Patrick usually receives adequate weekly income under this
arrangement, but in th e winter Patrick's income fluctuates, because ch ildren are
unpredictably absent due to illn ess.

Whichplan would be mostlikely to meet the twogoals ofuniform weekly incomeand adequate
weekly income? Patrick must find a way to ensure that his weekly income is both
adequate- that is, not reduced significantly from cur rent levels-and uniform- that is,
not subject to seasonal or other fluctuations. A successful plan would thus most likely be
one that does not increase Patrick 's costs. Further, the plan need not increase Patrick's
weekly income; it must merely ensure that tha t income is more reliable. It should therefore
also provide some way to mitigate the unexpected loss of income from child ren's absences.

A This plan might raise Patrick's income slightly, because he and the neighbor might payout less in
costs if they pool their resources. But thi s plan would have no effect on the problem that
unpredictable absence s pose for Patrick's weekly income.

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a plan that would most likely keep Patrick's income
adequate (he would probably receive approximately the same amount of money per child as he does
now) and uniform (he would receive the money regardless ofwhether a child was present or absent).

C While this plan might somewhat mitigate the unpredictability in Patrick 's income that results
from sick childre n's absences- because parents would be less likely to keep sick children at
home-it wou ld increase Patrick 's costs. Paying a helper and investing in different faciliti es
would reduce Patrick 's income and might thus result in that inco me being inadequate.

D Under th is plan, if we assume that parents did not balk at the increase in Patrick's hourly rate and
find alternative child care, Patrick 's income would most likely be adequate. But thi s plan would not
help make Patrick's weekly income uniform . H is income would continue to fluctuate when children
are absent. Remember, there are two goals with regard to Patrick's income: adequacy and uniformity.

E Th is plan might increase Patri ck 's income, in that he might be paid for more hours of child care
each week. The goa ls here, however, are to make Patrick 's weekly income both adequate and
uniform, and thi s plan does not address th e issue of uniformity.

The correct answer is B.
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7. A researcher discovered that people who have low levels of immune-system activity tend to score much lower
on tests of mental health than do people with normal or high immune-system activity. The researcher concluded
from thisexperiment that the immune system protects against mental illness as well asagainst physical disease.

The researcher's conclusion depends onwhich of the following assumptions?

(Al High immune-system activityprotects against mental illness better than normal immune-system activity
does.

(B) Mental illness is similar to physical disease in its effectson bodysystems.

(e) People with high immune-system activitycannot develop mental illness.

(D) Mental illness does not cause people's immune-system activity to decrease.

{El Psychological treatment of mental illness is not as effective as is medical treatment.

Argument Construction

Situ ation

Reasoning

Finding that people with low immune-system activity score lower on mental health
tests than people with normal or high levels of immune-system act ivity, a researcher
concludes that the immune system protects mental as well as physical health.

What assumption does the researcher make? The researcher asserts that immune-system
activity can inhibit mental illness as it does physical illne ss. While it is possible th at
mental illne ss might itself depress immune-system activity, the researcher assumes
that this is not the case. If mental illne ss caused a decline in immune-system activity,
then lower levels of immune-system act ivity would be expected as a result, and th e
higher levels would merely indicate the absence of illne ss rather than any effect on
illne ss.

A The researcher does not distingui sh between high and normal levels of immune-system activity,
so this assumption is not needed.

B The researcher's inference is not related to the effects of mental illne ss.

C Immune-system activity could protect mental health without offering total prevention of mental
illnes s; this assumption is not needed.

D Correct. This statement properly identifies the researcher's underlying assumption that mental
illness does not decrease immune system activity.

E Since different treatments are not discussed, any assumption about them is unnecessary.

The correct answer is D.
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8. Extinction is a process that can depend on a variety of ecological, geographical, and physiological variables.
These variablesaffect differentspecies of organisms in differentways, and should, therefore, yield a random
pattern of extinctions. However, the fossil record shows that extinction occurs in a surprisingly definite pattern,
with many species van ishing at the same time.

Whichof the following, if true, forms the best basis for at leasta partial explanation of the patterned extinctions
revealed by the fossil record?

(A) Major episodes of extinction can result from widespread environmental disturbances that affect numerous
different species.

(8) Certainextinction episodes selectively affect organisms with particular sets of characteristics unique to
their species.

(C) Some species become extinct because of accumulated gradual changes in their local environments.

(D) In geologically recent times, for which there is no fossil record, human intervention has changed the
pattern of extinctions.

(E) Species that are widely dispersed are the least likely to become extinct.

Argument Const ruction

The fossil record reveals that species become ext inct in a sur prisi ngly definite pattern,
with multiple species vanishing simulta neously.

Wh ichpoint p rovides a basisfor exp laining thep attern ?The passage states that the
process of extinction depends on so many vari ables-in the ecology and geography
of the environment and in the physiology of the species- that the expected outcome
would be a rand om pattern of extinctions. Yet a definite pat tern is found instead.
What could explain the disappearance of multiple species at the same time? If there
were significant Widespread changes in th e environment, multiple species could be
affected simu ltaneously, causing their exti nction.

A C orrect. This statement properly identifies a basis for explaini ng the pattern of many species
becoming extinct simultaneously.

B Thi s explanation of selective extinction does not explain how many species become extinct at the
same tim e.

C This explanation addresses only some species, not many sp ecies.

D The passage is based on what th e fossil record sugges ts; more recent times, having no fossil
record, are out side the considerat ion of the passage.

E Indicating which species are least likely to become extinct does not explain a patte rn of
simultaneous ext inction of many species.

The correct answer is A .
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9. In parts of South America, vitamin-A deficiency is a serious health problem, especially among children . In one
region, agriculturists are attempting to improve nutrition by encouraging farmers to planta new variety of sweet
potato called SPK004 that is rich in beta-carotene, which the bodyconverts into vitamin A. The plan has good
chances of success, since sweet potato is a staple of the region's diet and agriculture, and the varieties
currentlygrown contain little beta-carotene.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction that the plan will succeed?

(A) The growing conditions required by the varieties of sweet potato currently cultivated in the region are
conditions in which SPK004 can flourish.

(8) The flesh of SPK004 differs from that of the currently cultivated sweet potatoes in color and texture, so
traditional foods would look somewhat different when prepared from SPK004.

(C) There areno othervarieties of sweet potato that are significantly richer in beta-carotenethan SPK004 is.

(D) The varieties of sweet potato currently cultivated in the region contain some important nutrients thatare
lacking in SPK004.

(E) There areothervegetables currently grown in the region that contain more beta-carotene than the
currently cultivated varieties of sweet potato do.

Evaluation of a Plan

Agriculturists believe that if farmers in a particular South American region plant a
new beta-carotene-rich variety of sweet potato, SPK004, the vitamin-A deficiency
suffered in that region can be alleviated. Even though sweet potatoes are a staple of
the region and the body can convert a sweet potato's beta-carotene into vitamin A, the
var ieties cur rently gro wn there contain little beta-carotene.

What would most support the success iftheplan to improve nutrition by encouragingftrmers
to plant SPK004? What, that is, would ma ke farmers respond posi tively to
encouragement to plant SPK004? Farmers in the region would probably be inclined to
substitute SPK004 for th e variet ies of sweet potato they currently grow if they could
be assured that SPK004 would grow as well as those other varieties do . Th is would in
turn most likely lead to SPK004 being subst ituted for current varieties of sweet potato
in staple dishes, and thus to an improvement in nutrition in the region.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a factor that would support a prediction of the plan's
success.

B If dishes made with SPK004 look different than tr aditional sweet potato dishes in the region do,
people might be less likely to eat those dishes; in such a situation, the plan's success would be less
likely, rather than more likely.

C It is SPK004's beta-carotene content relative to the beta-carotene content of the sweet potatoes
cur rently grown in the region that is relevant here, so it doe s not matter if there are other varieties
of sweet potato that are rich er in beta-carotene than SPK004 is.

D This sugges ts that switchi ng from cur rently grown sweet potatoes to SPK004 could negatively
affect nutrition in the region; this undermines, rather than supports, the prediction that the plan
to improve nutrition will succeed.

E These other vegetables, despite their beta-carotene content being higher than that of the currently
cultivated varieties of sweet potato, are clearly not sufficient to prevent a vitamin-A deficiency in
th e region. This information does nothing to support the prediction that encouraging farmers to
plant SPK004 will help to meet th ose beta-carotene need s.

The correct answer is A.
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10. Which of the following best completes the passage below?

At a recent conference on environmental threats to the North Sea, most participating countries favored uniform
controls on the quality of effluents, whether or not specific environmental damage could be attributed to a
particular source of effluent. What must, of course, be shown, in order to avoid excessively restrictive controls,
is that

(A) any uniform controls that are adopted are likely to be implemented without delay

(B) any substance to be made subject to controls can actually cause environmental damage

(e) the countries favoring uniform controls are those generating the largest quantities of effluents

(0) all of any given pollutant that is to be controlled actually reaches the North Sea at present

(El environmental damage already inflicted on the North Sea is reversible

Argument Construction

Situation

Reasoning

In the face of environmental threats to the North Sea, restrictions on effluents are
considered.

How can excessively restrictive controls be avoided? To prevent pollutants from entering
the North Sea, countries decide to control the quality of effluents. They need to
control only those effluents that cause environmental damage. There is no need to
restrict harmless effluents .

A The immediacy of adopting controls does not prevent the controls from being overly restrictive.

B C orrect. This statement properly identifies the fact that controls on harmless effluents would be
excessively restrictive and so should be avoided.

C Avoiding unnecessary restrictions involves analyzing the quality of the effluents, not the
composition of the countries favoring the restrictions.

D It is not necessary to prove that all of a pollutant reaches the North Sea. It is necessary to prove
only that some of it does.

E The environmental damage that has already been caused is outside the scope of the restrictions.
Finding that the damage is reversible will do nothing to prevent unnecessary restrictions.

The correct answer is B.

162



Situation

Reasoning

4.6 Critical Reasoning An swer Expla nations

11. Shelby Industries manufactures and sells the same gauges as Jones Industries. Employee wages account for
40 percent of the cost of manufacturing gauges at both Shelby Industries and Jones Industries. Shelby
Industries is seeking a competitive advantage overJones Industries. Therefore, to promote this end,
Shelby Industries should lower employee wages .

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the argument above?

(A) Because theymake a smal l number of precision instruments, gauge manufacturers cannot receive volume
discounts on raw materials.

(8) Lowering wages would reduce the quality of employee work, and this reduced quality would lead to
lowered sales.

(C) Jones Industries has taken away 20 percent of Shelby Industries' business over the last year.

(D) Shelby Industries pays its employees, on average, 10 percent more than does Jones Industries.

(E) Many people who work for manufacturing plants live in areas in which the manufacturing plantthey work
for is the only industry.

Evaluat ion of a Plan

Two companies manufacture the same product, and employee wages at both
companies account for the same percentage of the manufacturing cost. One company
seeks a competitive edge by lower ing employee wages .

What point weakens the argument in ftvor oflowering wages?The company anticipates
that the result oflowering wages will be a competitive edge, presumably gained
through offering its products at lower prices as the result of having lower production
costs. If evidence can be shown that lowering wages will not result in gaining a
competitive advantage, the argument is weakened. If instead the result of lowered
wages is lowered employee morale, and thus a lower quali ty ofwork and products, the
declining quality could lead to a competitive disadvantage, lowering sales.

A Because the company is unable to get lower costs on its raw materials, it is more likely to seek
other ways of lowering its costs , such as reducing wages . This statement tends to support the
argument.

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a factor that weakens the argument.

C The loss of business would only help explain why Shelby Industries is in need of a competitive
edge; it indicates nothing about whether cutting employee wages is a good way to do so.

D Its relatively higher employee wages show only why the company might reduce wages; the
support for the conclusion about gaining a competitive advantage is strengthened rather than
weakened.

E We do not know whether this applies to either of the companies.

The correct answer is B.
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12. Large national budget deficits do not cause large trade deficits. If theydid, countries with the largest budget
deficits would also have the largest trade deficits. Infact, when deficit figures are adjusted so that different
countries are reliably comparable to each other, there is no such correlation.

If the statements above are all true, whichof the following can properly be inferred on the basis of them?

{Al Countries with large national budget deficits tend to restrict foreign trade.

{Bl Reliable comparisons of the deficit figures of one country with those of another are impossible.

{Cl Reducing a country's national budget deficitwill not necessarily result in a lowering of any trade deficit that
country mayhave.

(0) When countries are ordered from largest to smallest in terms of population, the smallest countries
generally have the smallest budget and trade deficits.

(E) Countries with the largest trade deficits never have similarly large national budget deficits.

Argument Construction

Situation

Reasoning

No correlation is found between large national budget deficits and large trade deficits.

What inftrencecan be drawn from this informat ion? Since the passage states that national
budget deficits do not correlate with trade deficits, it is logical to anticipate an
inference about the independent nature of the relatio nship between the two kinds of
deficits . One possible inference is that reducing one deficit need not result in a
reduction of the other.

A This wou ld receive some support if there were information indicating that there was a correlation
between large budget deficits and sma ll trade deficits, but no such information is given .

B The passage states that reliable comparisons have been developed.

C Correct. This statement properly iden tifies an infe rence that can be drawn from the given
information.

D The passage gives no indication as to whether either type of deficit correlates in any way with the
population size of a country.

E Tho ugh there is no general correlation between th e two kinds of deficits, it can not be inferred
that there are no countries in which both kinds of deficits are large .

The correct answer is C .
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13. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

The last members of a now-extinct species of a European wild deer called the giantdeer lived in Ireland about
16,000years ago. Prehistoric cave paintings in France depict this animal as having a large hump on its back.
Fossils of this animal, however, do not show any hump. Nevertheless, there is no reason to conclude that the
cave paintings are therefore inaccurate in this regard, since _ _ .

(A) some prehistoric cave paintings in France also depict other animals as having a hump

(8) fossils of the giantdeer aremuch more common in Ireland than in France

(e) animal humps are composed of fatty tissue, which doesnot fossilize

(D) the cave paintings of the giantdeerwere painted well before 16,000 years ago

(E) only one currently existing species of deer has any anatomical feature that even remotely resembles a
hump

Argument Construction

Situation Representations found in prehistoric cave paintings in France of the now-extinct giant
deer species-the last members ofwhich lived in Ireland about 16,000 years ago
depict the deer as having a hump on its back . Fossils of the deer, however, do not
feature a hump.

Reasoning What point would most logically comp lete the argument? 7hat is, what would show that the
cavep aintings are not inaccurate even though fo ssils oj theg iant deer show no hump ? How
could it be the case that the paintings show a hump while the fossils do not? One way
in which this could be so is if the humps are not part of the fossils-that is, if there is
some reason why a hump would not be preserved with the rest of an anima l's rema ins.

A We do not know whether these other cave paintings accurately depict the animals as having
humps, so thi s provides no reason to think that th e depictions of giant deer are accurate.

B Where giant deer fossils are found has no bearing on whether cave paintings of giant deer th at
show a hump on the animal's back are inaccurate. It could be that this suggests that the painters
responsible for th e representations would not be very familiar with the species; if this were so, it
would give some reason to conclude that the representations we re inaccurate .

C Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a point th at logically completes the argument. A hump
would not be found as part of a giant deer's fossilized remains if the humps were fatty tissue th at
would not be fossilized .

D That the cave paintings were painted well before 16,000 years ago shows that they were executed
before the giant deer became extinct, but this doe s not help to explain the discrepancy between
the paintings' depict ion of a hump on the deer's back and the fossil record's lack of such a hump.
It could be that even though the cave painters coexisted with the giant deer , they were not
sufficiently familiar with them to depict them accurately.

E That currently existing species of deer lack humps, or even that one species does have a feature
resembling a hump, has lit tle bearing on whether cave paintings in France accurately depict the
giant deer as having a hump.

The correct answer is C.
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14. The sustained massive use of pesticides in farming has two effects that are especially pernicious. First, it often
kills off the pests' natural enemies in the area. Second, it often unintentionally gives rise to insecticide-resistant
pests, since those insects that survive a particular insecticide will bethe ones most resistantto it, and they are
the ones left to breed.

From the passage above, it can be properly inferred that the effectiveness of the sustained massive use of
pesticides can be extended by doingwhichof the following, assuming that each is a realistic possibility?

(Al Using only chemically stable insecticides

(B) Periodically switching thetype of insecticide used

(C) Gradually increasing the quantities of pesticides used

(D) Leavinga few fields fallow every year

(E) Breeding higher-yielding varieties of crop plants

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation

Reasoning

Continued high-level pesticide use often kills off the targeted pests ' natural enemies.
In addition, the pests that survive the application of the pesticide may become
resistant to it, and these pesticide -res istant pests will continue breeding.

What can be done toprolong the ejftctivenessofpesticide use? It can be inferred that th e
ongoing use of a particular pesticide will not continue to be effective against the fut ure
generations of pests with an inherent resistance to that pesticide. What would be
effective against these future generations? If farmers periodically change the particular
pesticide they use, then pests resistant to one kind of pesticide might be killed by
another. This would con tinue, with pests being killed off in cycles as the pesticides are
changed . It is also possible that this rotation might allow some of the pests' natural
enemies to survive, at least until the next cycle.

A Not enough information about chemically stab le insecticides is given to make a sound inference.

B C orrect. This statement properly iden tifies an action that could extend the effectiveness of
pesticide use.

C G radually increasing the amount of the pesticides being used will not help the situation since the
pests are already resistant to it.

D Continued use of pesticides is assumed as pa rt of the argument. Since pesticides would be
unnecessary for fallow fields , this suggest ion is irrelevant.

E Breeding higher-yielding varieties of crops does nothing to extend the effectiveness of the use of
pesticides.

The correct answer is B .
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15. In an attempt to promote the widespread use of paper rather than plastic, and thus reduce nonbiodegradable
waste, the council of a small town plans to ban the sale of disposable plastic goods for which substitutes made
of paper exist. The council argues that since most paper is entirely biodegradable, paper goods are
environmentally preferable.

Which of the following, if true, indicates that the plan to ban the sale of disposable plastic goods is ill suited to
the town council's environmental goals?

(Al Although biodegradable plastic goods arenow available, members of the town council believe
biodegradable paper goods to be safer for the environment.

(8l The paper factory at which most of the townspeople are employed plans to increase production of
biodegradable paper goods.

(C) After other towns enacted similar bans on the sale of plastic goods, the environmental benefits were not
discernible for several years.

(Dl Since most townspeople prefer plastic goods to paper goods in many instances, theyare likely to
purchase them in neighboring towns where plastic goods are available for sale.

(El Products other than those derived from wood pulp are often used in the manufacture of paper goods that
are entirelybiodegradable.

Evaluation of a Plan

A town council considers banning the sale of disposable plastic goo ds for which there
are paper substitutes because paper is biodegradable and therefore enviro nm entally
preferable.

What p roblem might there be in the council'splan? The plan is intended to reduce the
amount of plastic used by the citizens of the town. The town council's plan is,
however, only as effective as th e support it has from the town's citize ns. If th e citizens
prefer disposable plastic goods and if th e goods are also readily available in
neighboring towns, there is nothing to stop them from buying the plast ic goods
elsewhere if that is their preference.

A The existence of biodegradable plastic does not make the town's plan to ban d isposable plastic
goods un suitable to its environmental goal, which is to redu ce nonbiodegradable waste.

B That the local factory will increase production of biodegradable paper goods makes it more likely
that a sufficient amount of such products will be available for townspeople who wish to switch
from disposable plastic goods, so this does not indicate that the council's plan is ill suited for its
goals.

C Environmental ben efits need not be immediate. Even though benefits were not perceived for
sev eral y ears after similar bans, th e benefits did occur.

D C orrect . Th is statement properly identifies the problem with the council's plan.

E The specific materials that go into making non biodegradable paper are not in question. Th is
statement is irrelevant to the plan .

The correct answer is D .
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16. Since the deregulation of airlines, delays at the nation's increasingly busy airports have increased by 25 percent.
To combat this problem, moreof the takeoff and landing slots at the busiest airports mustbe allocated to
commercial airlines.

Which of the following, if true, casts the most doubton the effectiveness of the solution proposed above?

(Al The major causes of delays at the nation's busiest airports are bad weather and overtaxed air traffic
control equipment.

(8) Since airline deregulation began, the number of airplanes in operation has increased by 25 percent.

(e) Over 60 percent of the takeoff and landing slots at the nation's busiest airports are reserved for
commercial airlines.

(D) After a small Midwestern airport doubled its allocation of takeoff and landing slots, the number of delays
that were reported decreased by 50 percent.

(E) Since deregulation the average length of delay at the nation's busiest airports has doubled.

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation

Reasoni ng

To reduce delays, more takeoff and landing slots at the busiest airports should go to
commercial airlines.

Whatpoint casts the most doubt on the p rop osed solution? Evaluating th e effectiveness of
this solution means examining the relati on between th e problem, an increase in delays,
and the solution, an increase in available takeoff and landing slots. Could the delays be
caused by other factors that the solut ion fails to address? If the major causes for delays
are related to weather and air traffic control equipment, not to the number of slots for
takeoff and landing, th en the proposed solution of changing the allocations of the slots
is bound to be less effective.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a weakness in the proposed solution.

B The increas ing number of planes shows why airports are busier. Since there is no information
about whether the se planes are private or commercial, this statement neither casts doubt on the
solution nor supports it.

C This statement suggests that there are additional slots that could be allocable to commercial
airlines and thus offers at least some support for the proposed solution.

D The example of one airport shows th at the solution may work.

E The increase in length of delay shows the scope of the problem; this fact does not cast doubt on
the solut ion.

The correct answer is A.
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17. A major health insurance company in Lagolia pays for special procedures prescribed by physicians only if the
procedure is first approved as "medically necessary" by a company-appointed review panel. The rule is intended
to save the company the money it mightotherwise spend on medically unnecessary procedures. The company
has recently announced that in order to reduce its costs, it will abandon this rule.

Which of the following, if true, providesthe strongest justification for the company's decision?

(Al Patients often register dissatisfaction with physicians who prescribe nothing for their ailments.

(8) Physicians often prescribe special procedures that are helpful but not altogether necessary for the health
of the patient.

(C) The review process is expensive and practically always results in approval of the prescribed procedure.

(D) The company's review process does not interfere with the prerogative of physicians, in caseswhere more
than one effective procedure is available, to select the one they personally prefer.

(El The number of members of the company-appointed reviewpanel who review a given procedure depends
on the cost of the procedure.

Eval uation of a Plan

Situation In order to cut costs, a major health insurance company is aban doning a rule stating
that it will pay for special procedures only if the procedure is approved as medically
necessary by a review panel.

Reasoning What p iece ofinftrmat ion wo uld most help tojustify the company's decision? For the
company to save money, it would need to be in some way cut ting its costs by
abandoning the rule. Under what circumstances might the rule cost, rather than save,
the company money? The panel itself might be expensive to convene, for example.
Further, the cost savings achie ved by the panel might be minimal if the panel did not
deny significant numbers of procedures.

A This suggests that patients might be pressuring their physicians to prescribe certai n unnecessary
procedures for their ailments, which in turn suggests that the panel is reviewing these procedures
and denying them. But if so, then the panel is probably saving the insurance company money, so
abandoning the panel's review would not reduce the company's costs .

B Th is suggests that certain procedures that are being prescribed by physicians are not medically
necessary, which in turn suggests th at the panel review ing these procedures may be denying
them. If this is the case, then the pane l is probably saving the insura nce company a significant
amount of money, so abandoning the panel 's review may well increase rath er than decrease the
company's costs.

C Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies information that would help to just ify the company's
decision .

D Even if the panel does not interfere with physician s' choices when more than one medically
effective procedure is available, the panel may still be denying pay for man y procedures that are
not medically necessary. In such cases the panel may be saving the insurance company money,
and abandoning the review proce ss would not reduce the company's costs.

E Thi s suggests that the more expensive the procedure under review, the more expe nsive the panel
itself is. Even so, if th e panel denies payment for very expensive procedures, it may nonetheless
save the company significantly more than the company has to pay to convene the panel, so
abandoning the review process would not reduce the company's costs.

Th e correct an swer is C.
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18. Unlikethe wholesale price of raw wool, the wholesale price of raw cotton has fallen considerably in the last year.
Thus, although the retail price of cotton clothing at reta il clothing stores has not yet fallen, it will inevitably fall.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?

(Al The cost of processing raw cotton for cloth has increased during the last year.

(8) The wholesale priceof raw wool is typically higher than that of the same volume of raw cotton.

(Cl The operating costs of the average reta il clothing store have remained constant during the last year.

(D) Changes in retail prices always lag behind changes in wholesale prices.

(E) The cost of harvesting raw cotton has increased in the lastyear.

A rgu ment Evaluat ion

Since the wholesale price of raw cotton has fallen significantly, the retail price of
cotton clothing in stores will inevitably fall.

What point weakens this argum ent? Consider carefully the difference between the two
products for which costs are being compared: cotton and cloth. Th is argument
assumes that lower wholesale prices for a raw product must necessarily result in lower
retail prices for a processed product. What other factors could have an impact on the
final retail prices of cotton clothing? If any of the costs of transforming the raw
product into a processed product increase, then the retail prices of cotton clothing will
not necessarily fall.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a weakness in the argument.

B The relative prices of raw wool and raw cotton are irrelevant to price changes in raw cotton and
processed cotton.

C One step between wholesale and retail prices is the operating cost of the retail store . If that
operating cost has been constant rather than rising, it is possible that the retail prices could follow
the lower whole sale prices . Thus the argument is not weakened.

D The argument notes that the wholesale price has fallen in the last year and that though the retail
price has not yetfizllen, it w ill inevitablyfizll. 1he argument has already taken the lag into account
and is not weakened by this statement.

E Harvesting costs are part of the assumed increased pr ice of raw cotton and do not affect current
retail prices .

The correct answer is A.
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19. Acomputer equipped with signature-recognition software, which restricts access to a computer to those people
whose signatures areon file, identifies a person's signature by analyzing not onlythe form of the signature but
also such characteristics as pen pressure and signing speed. Even the most adeptforgers cannot duplicate all
of the characteristics the program analyzes.

Which of the following can be logicallyconcluded from the passage above?

(A) The time it takes to record and analyze a signature makes the software impractical for everyday use.

(8) Computers equipped with the software will soon be installed in most banks.

(C) Nobody can gain access to a computer equipped with the software solely by virtue of skill at forging
signatures.

(D) Signature-recognition software has taken many years to develop and perfect.

(El In many cases even authorized users are denied legitimate access to computers equipped with the
software.

Argument Construction

Situation Forgers cannot duplicate all the characteristics that signature-recognition software
analyzes, including the form of a signature, pen pressure, and signing speed.
Computers equipped with this soft ware restrict access to those whose signatures are
on file.

Reasoning What conclusion can be reached about comp uters equipped w ith this softw are? The passage
states that the software detects more characteristics in a signature than the most
accomplished forger can possibly reproduce. Thus, skill at forging signatures is not
enough to allow someone to gain access to a computer equipped with the software.

A No information about the speed of the analysis is given, so no such conclusion can be drawn.

B Although the software would likely be of benefit to banks, we cannot conclude that it will be
installed in most banks because the passage doesn't rule out, e.g., that the software may be too
costly or th at there may be proprietary constraints.

C C orrect . Thi s statement properly identifies a conclusion that can be drawn from th e passage.

D Although it seems reasonable to think that the software took a long time to develop, nothing in
the passage justifies the claim that it took years.

E Nothing in the passage rule s out the poss ibility that the software functions so well that
authorized users will never be denied legitimate access to computers equipped wi th the software.

The correct answer is C.
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20. Start-up companies financed by venture capitalists have a much lower failure rate than companies financed by
othermeans. Source of financing, therefore, must be a more important causative factor in the success of a
start-up company than are such factors as the personal characteristics of the entrepreneur, the quality of
strategic planning, or the management structure of the company.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?

(Al Venture capitalists tend to be more responsive than other sources of financing to changes in a start-up
company's financial needs.

(8) The strategic planning of a start-up company is a less important factor in the long-term success of the
company than are the personal characteristics of the entrepreneur.

(C) More than half of all newcompanies fail within five years.

(D) The management structures of start-up companies aregenerally less formal than the management
structures of ongoing businesses.

(E) Venture capitalists base their decisions to fund start-up companies on such factors as the characteristics
of the entrepreneur and quality of strategic planning of the company.

Argument Evaluation

When venture capitalists fund start-up companies, the failure rate is much lower th an
when the companie s are funded by other means. The success of start-up companies,
then, may be attributed more to their source of funding than to any other factor.

What point weakens the argument? The argument concludes that the source of funding
is the single most important facto r in determining the success of a star t-up company.
But what if the source of that funding, venture capitali sts, considers other factors
before making its investment? Venture capitalists may evaluate the characteristics of
th e entrepreneur as well as the company's strategic plan and management struc ture
before deciding to fund the start-up company. If this is the case, then the most
important causative factor in the success of the company cannot be said to be the
source of the funding.

A The responsiveness of venture capitalists is a point in favor of the argument, not against it.

B This statement about the relative importance of strategic planning and the personality of the
entrepreneur does not weaken the argument because it does not address the importance of th ese
factors in relation to financial backing.

C The argument concerns only successful start-up companies, so high failure rates are irrelevant.

D The argument deals with the success rates of start-up companies based on thei r sources of
funding. A comp arison of start-up companies in general with ongo ing businesses has no bearing
on the argument.

E C orrect. Th is statement properly identifies evidence that weakens the argument.

The correct answer is E .
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21. Aphasia, an impairment of the capacity to use language, often occurs when a stroke damages the left half of the
brain. Many people with stroke-related aphasia recover at least some capacity to use language within a year.
One proposed explanation for such recoveries is that the right side of the brain, which is not usually the major
language center, develops its latent language capabilities to compensate for the damage to the left side.

Which of the following, if true, most stronglysupports the explanation?

(A) In a studyof local brain activity in people performing a language task, people with stroke-related aphasia
showed higheractivity levels in the right half of the brain than people who did not have aphasia .

(B) A blow to the head injuring the left halfof the brain can result in impairmentof the capacity to use
language indistinguishable from that produced by a stroke.

(e) Among people with stroke-related aphasia, recovering lost capacity to use language does not lead to any
impairment of those capacities normally controlled by the right half of the brain.

(D) A stroke that damages the left halfof the brain often causes physical impairments of the right side of the
body that lessen over time.

(E) Studies of numerous people with aphasia have indicated that the functions that govern language
production and those that govern language comprehension are located in separate areas of the brain.

Argument Evaluation

Strokes that damage the left half of the brain can cause aphasia, or an impaired
capacity to use langu age. Thi s impairment is often at least partially mitigated within a
year of a stroke, which may be explained by the right side of th e bra in-which is
usually not th e major language center-developing laten t language capabili ties to
compensate for damage to the left side of the bra in .

What evidence supports the exp lanat ion that the right side ofthe brain develops language
capabilities to compensatefor damage to the lift side? The explanation wou ld be supported
by evidence that when performing a language task, people who have suffered damage
to the left half of their brain have more activity in th e right side of their bra in than do
people who have not suffered such damage.

A Correct. Thi s statement properly identi fies evidence supporting the explanation.

B That a blow to the head can result in apha sia ju st as a stroke can is irrelevant to th e argument . The
argument is concerned with findi ng an explanation for the recovery of the capacity to use language,
not with what other th an strokes causes the loss of this capacity.

C This provide s no evidence about whether it is the right half of the brain's developing its latent
language capabilities that alleviates apha sia. It could be th ese pati ents experience no impairment
of capacities contro lled by the right hal f of the brain because th e right half of the brain is
completely un involved in stro ke pat ients' recovery of language-use capability.

D A ny effect th at a stroke may have on the body beyond aphasia is irrelevant to the argu ment.

E That language production and language comprehension are governed by different parts of the
brain indica tes nothing about whether the recovery of language capabilities by stroke-related
aphasia patien ts is explained by the right side of the brain developing those capabili ties.

The correct answer is A .
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22. Inthe arid land along the Colorado River, use of the river's water supply is strictly controlled: farms along the
river each have a limited allocation that they are allowed to use for irrigation. But the trees that grow in narrow
strips along the river's banks also use its water. Clearly, therefore, if farmers were to remove those trees, more
water would be available for crop irrigation.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument?

(A) The trees along the river's banks shelter it from the sun and wind, thereby greatlyreducing the amount of
water lost through evaporation.

(B) Owners of farms along the riverwill probably not undertake the expense of cutting down trees along the
banks unlessthey are granted a greater allocation of water in return.

(C) Many of the tree species currently found along the river's banks are specifically adapted to growing in
places where tree roots remain constantly wet.

(0) The strip of land where trees growalong the river's banks would not be suitable for growing crops if the
trees were removed .

(E) The distribution of water allocations for irrigation is intended to prevent farms farther upstream from using
water needed by farms farther downstream.

Argument Eval uation

Situation W ater is scarce and precious in the land along th e Colorado River, and the amount
allocated for irrigating farmland is strictly controlled. Farmers would have more water
available for crop irr igation if the riverside trees, whi ch also use th e water, were
removed.

Reasoning What poin t weakens the argument? The reason given for removing th e trees is to make
more water available for crop s. What if the tree s actually conserve water rather th an
simply consume it? If th e tree s protect the river from sun and wind, their presence can
greatly reduce the amount of river water lost to evaporation. Thu s, the farme rs would
lose water, not gain it, by cutting down the tree s.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a weakness in th e argument.

B The argument is about the greater availability ofwater if the tree s are removed; it is not about
what conditions are necessary for the farmers to agree to rem ove them. Th is statement does not
weaken the argument.

C This statement suggests that certain tree species along the river tend to remove more water from
the river than is typical of tree s, which streng thens rather than weakens the argument.

D The argument concerns the greater availability of water , not the greater availability of arable land.

E The reason for the water allocation does not have any bearing on whether removing th e tree s will
provide mo re water for irrigation .

The correct answer is A.
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23. Near Chicago a newly built hydroponic spinach "factory," a completely controlled environment for growing
spinach, produces on 1 acre of floor space what it takes 100 acres of fields to produce. Expenses, especially
for electricity, arehigh, however, and the spinach produced costs aboutfour times as much aswashed
California field spinach, the spinach commonly sold throughout the United States.

Which of the following, if true, best supports a projection that the spinach-growing facility near Chicago will be
profitable?

(A) Once the operators of the facility are experienced, they will be able to cut operating expenses by about
25 percent.

(B) There is virtually no scope for any further reduction in the cost per pound for California field spinach.

(C) Unlike washed field spinach, the hydroponically grown spinach is untainted by any pesticides or herbicides
and thus will sell at exceptionally high prices to such customers as health food restaurants.

(D) Since spinach is a crop that ships relatively well , the market for the hydroponically grown spinach is no
more limited to the Chicago area than the market for California field spinach is to California.

(E) A second hydroponic facility is being built in Canada, taking advantage of inexpensive electricity and high
vegetable prices.

Argument Evaluation

Spinach grown hydroponically in a controlled environment at a facility near Chicago
is four times as expensive as the popular washed field spinach grown in California.

Whatpo int best supp orts theproject ion ofprofitabilityfor the hydroponic sp inach?The
hydroponic spinach cannot compete with the California spinach in price. What might
be another way for the hydroponic spinach to compete successfully against the field
washed spinach? That is, what feature of the hydroponic spinach is the California
spinach unable to match? If the California spinach is tainted with pesticides or
herbicides, health-conscious consumers could be willing to pay much higher prices
for hydroponic spinach that is grown in pristine conditions without herbic ides or
pesticides.

A The 25 percent reduction in operating costs cannot compensate for the much larger price
difference, so this statement does not support the projection.

B Knowing that the price of California spinach can go no lower does not help to expla in how the
hydroponic spinach can possibly compensate for the huge price difference between the two
products.

C C orrect . Thi s statement properly identifies a value that allows the high-priced hydroponic
spinach to compete successfully with the less expensive California spinach.

D The ease of shipping is an advantage shared equally by the two types of spinach.

E The existence of a facility in Canada would make it less likely that the Chicago facilit y will be
profitable, because the Canadian facility would be in competit ion with th e Chicago facility.

Th e correct answer is C .
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24. Automobile Dealer's Advertisement:

The Highway Traffic Safety Institute reports that the PZ 1000 has the fewest injuries per accident of anycar in
its class. This shows that the PZ 1000 is one of the safest cars available today.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument in the advertisement?

(A) The HighwayTraffic Safety Institute report listed many cars in other classes that had more injuries per
accident than did the PZ 1000.

(B) In recent years many more PZ 1000s have been sold than have any other kind of car in its class.

(C) Cars in the class to which the PZ 1000 belongs are more likely to be involved in accidents than are other
typesof cars.

(D) The difference between the number of injuries per accident for the PZ 1000 and that for other cars in its
class is quite pronounced.

(E) The Highway Traffic Safety Institute issues reports only once a year.

Argument Evaluation

Situation

Reasoning

A n adver tisement claims that th e PZ 1000 is one of th e safest cars available; it bases
th is claim on th e H ighway Traffic Safety Institute's report that thi s model had the
fewest injur ies per accident of any car in its class.

What po int weakens the advertisement's claim? Examine closely the difference between
the report and the conclusion th e advertisement draws from it. While the H ighway
Traffic Safety Institute compares the PZ 1000 to other cars in its class, the
advertisement compares the PZ 1000 to all cars available today. What if the class of
cars to which the PZ 1000 belongs is a more dangerous class of cars? In th at case,
while the P Z 1000 may th e safest car of a dangerous class, it can not be said to be one
of the safest cars available.

A The higher incid ence of injuries per accident in other classes of cars suppo rts rathe r tha n weakens
the adver tisement's argument .

B The fact that the PZ 1000 is the best selling car in its class might be explained by the fact that it
is th e safest car in its class, but if this has any effect on the argument at all, it would be to
strengthen rather th an weaken it.

C C orrect. Th is statement properly identifies a weakness in the advertisement's argument.

D Thi s slightly streng thens, rather th an wea kens, the argument.

E The frequency of th e reports is irrelevant to the advertisement's claim.

Th e correct answer is C.
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25. Which of the following most logically completes the reasoning?

Either food scarcity or excessive hunting can threaten a population of animals. If the group faces food scarcity,
individuals in the groupwill reach reproductive maturity later than otherwise. If the group faces excessive hunting,
individuals that reach reproductive maturity earlier will come to predominate. Therefore, it should be possible to
determine whether prehistoric mastodons became extinct because of food scarcity or human hunting, since there
are fossilized mastodon remains from both before and after mastodon populations declined, and __.

(A) there are more fossilized mastodon remains from the period before mastodon populations began to
decline than from after that period

(8) the average age at which mastodons from a given period reached reproductive maturity can be
established from their fossilized remains

(e) it can be accurately estimated from fossilized remains when mastodons became extinct

(D) it is not known when humans first began hunting mastodons

(E) climate changes may have gradually reduced thefood avai lable to mastodons

Argument Construction

In a population of animals, food scarcity causes later reproductive maturity; if that
population is hunted excessively, earlier-maturing animals will be more numerous in
the population.

What point would most logically complete the argument? For the information given to be
of use in determining wha t caused mastodons' ext inction, mastodon fossils would need
to indicate the age at which mas todons reached reproductive maturity, since that is
what the argument suggests can indicate cause of extinction. If fossilized remains exist
from before and after mas todon populations began to decl ine, and if the age at which
those fossilized mastodons reached reproductive maturity can be determined, then we
will have a good idea ofwhat caused their extinction: if they reached reproductive
maturity late, it was probably food scarcity, but if they matured earlier, it was most
likely hunting.

A This fact only helps indicate that there was a decline; it tells us nothing about what caused the
decline.

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a point tha t logically completes the arg ument: it
explains how the fossilized mastodon remains could be used to help determine what caused
mastodons' extinction.

C The point at which mastodons became extinct is not part of this argument, which is concerned
with the cause of their extinction. The only way in which this could be relevant to the issue at
hand is if mastodons became extinct before humans took up hunting mastodons-but the
argument includes no information on whether this was so.

D Not knowing when humans began hunting mastodons would have no effect on the argument,
which is concerned with how mastodon fossils, combined with knowledge about how food
scarcity and hunting affect mastodon reproductive maturity, can help determine how mas todons
became extinct.

E This fact only shows that food scarcity may have led to mastodon's decline. It tells us nothing
about whether fossilized remains can help determine whether it was food scarcity or human
hunting that actually led to the decline.

Th e correct answer is B.
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26. Editorial: The mayor plans to deactivate the city's fire alarm boxes, because mostcalls received from them are
false alarms. The mayor claims that the alarm boxes are no longer necessary, since most people now have
access to either public or private telephones. But the city's commercial district, where there is the greatest risk
of fire, has few residents and few public telephones, so some alarm boxes are still necessary.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the editorial's argument?

(A) Maintaining the fire alarm boxes costs the city more than five million dollars annually.

(8) Commercial buildings have automatic fire alarm systems that are linked directly to the fire department.

(C) The fire department gets less information from an alarm box than it does from a telephone call.

(D) The city's fire department is located much closer to the residential areas than to the commercial district.

(E) On average, almost 25 percent of the public telephones in the city areout of order.

Argument Evaluation

The mayor considers fire alarm boxes unne cessary since most people have access to
publi c or private phones. An editorial argues that some boxes should be kept in the
commercial district since the distr ict has few residents and few public phones.

What point weakens the editorial's argum ent? Even if there are few pr ivate or publi c
telephones available in the commercial district, it may be that alarm boxes are not
necessary. What if alternative systems to notify the fire department are already in
place in the com mercial distr ict? If th e commercial buildings are already using
automatic fire alarm systems that are di rectly linked to the fire department and
provide automated notifications, then the alarm boxes are indeed unnecessary.

A The editorial's argument is about the necessity of alarm boxes in the commercial district. Th is
statement only tells us how costly those boxes are; it does not indicate that they are not necessary.

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a weakness in the edi torial's argument.

C This statement is beside the point, since the argument indicates that it is not likely that the fire
department will receive a telephone call regarding a fire in the commercial dist rict.

D The greater distance th at the fire dep ar tment must travel to the com mercial district addresses the
importance of response time; this point does not weaken the argument.

E Alarm boxes wou ld be more necessary, not less, if public telephones were frequently out of order,
so this statemen t supports the editoria l.

The correct answer is B.
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27. State spokesperson: Many businesspeople who have not been to our state believe that we have an inadequate
road system. Those people aremistaken, as is obvious from the fact that in each of the past sixyears, our state
has spent more money per mile on road improvements than any other state.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the reasoning in the spokesperson's argument?

(A) In the spokesperson's state, spending on road improvements has been increasing more slowly over the
past six years than it has in several other states.

(8) Adequacy of a state's road system is generally less importantto a businessperson considering doing
business there than is the availability of qualified employees.

(e) Over the past six years, numerous businesses have left the spokesperson's state, but about as many
businesses have moved into the state.

(D) In general, the number of miles of road in a state's road system depends on both the area and the
population of the state.

(El Only states with seriously inadequate road systems need to spend large amounts of money on road
improvements.

Argument Evaluation

A state spokesperson responds to the criticism that the road system is inadequ ate by
observing tha t the state ha s spent more money per mi le on road improvements th an
any other state has spent .

What point undermines the spokesperson's reasoning?When might heavy spendi ng on road
improvements not result in an adequate road system ? If the state has needed to spend
more money on road improvements than any other state, it suggests that its roads have
needed more improving than th ose in any other state. The high level of state spending
on road improvements provides evidence only that the road system was in dire need of
improvement and not that it has yet ach ieved adequacy.

A A slower rate of increases in spendi ng doe s not contradict th e spokesperson's statement that the
state ha s spent more than others, and it offers no information on the adequacy of the road system.

B The arg ument is about the adequacy of the road system, not about finding employees, so this
point does not undermine th e argum ent .

C Since the road system is not mentio ned as a reason th at businesses left th e state or came to it, this
point is irrelevant to the argument.

D This background informat ion about area and population does not affect the argument abou t the
adequacy of the road system.

E Correct. This sta tement properly identifies a point that undermines th e spo kesperso n's reasoning.

The correct answer is E.
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28. Company Alpha buys free-travel coupons from people who are awarded the coupons by Bravo Airlines for flying
frequently on Bravo airplanes. The coupons are sold to people who pay less for the couponsthan they would
payby purchasing tickets from Bravo. This marketing of coupons results in lost revenue for Bravo.

To discourage the buying and sell ing of free-travel coupons, it would be best for Bravo Airlines to restrict the

(A) number of coupons that a person can be awarded in a particular year

(B) use of the coupons to those who were awarded the coupons and members of their immediate families

(C) days that the coupons can be used to Monday through Friday

(0) amount of timethat the coupons can be used after they are issued

(E) number of routes on which travelers can use the coupons

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation A company that buys and sells travel coupons reduces the revenue of an airli ne. The
airline wants to discourage the tra de in coupons.

Reasoning How can the airline discourage its customersfrom selling their coupons? L imiting the use of
the coupons to those who earned them and their immediate fam ilies reward s
passengers for flying the airline and encourages them to continue to do so while at th e
same time making the sale of the coupons useless.

A Limiting the number of coupons awarded a year doc s not hi ng to discourage their resale.

B Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a lim itation that makes the sale of coupons useless
while maintaining th e coupons' value as a reward.

C Limiting the time of use to weekdays does not discourage resale and makes the coupons less
valuable to the airline's customers.

D Imposing a date by which the coupons must be used does not discourage resale and diminishes
the coupons' value as a reward.

E Restri ct ing the routes available docs not d iscourage resale but does reduce the coupons' value as a
reward.

The correct answer is B.
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29. Pro-Teet Insurance Company has recently been paying out more on car-theft claims than it expected. Cars with
special antitheft devices or alarm systems are much less likely to be stolen than are other cars. Consequently
Pro-Teet, as part of an effort to reduce its annual payouts, will offer a discount to holders of car-theft policies if
their cars have antitheftdevices or alarm systems.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest indication that the plan is likely to achieve its goal?

(A) The decrease in the risk of car theft conferred by having a car alarm is greatestwhen only a few cars have
such alarms.

(8) The number of policyholders who have filed a claim in the past year is higher for Pro-Teet than for other
insurance companies.

(C) In one or two years, the discount that Pro-Tect is offeringwill amount to more than the cost of buying
certain highly effective antitheftdevices.

(D) Currently, Pro-Teet cannot legally raise the premiums it charges for a given amount of insurance against
car theft.

(E) The amount Pro-Teet has been paying out on car-theft claims has been greaterfor some models of car
than for others.

Evaluat ion of a Plan

Situation An insurance company is paying more money on car-theft claims than anticipated. To
reduce these payments, the company is planning to offer discounts to customers whose
cars have an titheft device s or alarm systems, because such cars are less likely to be
stolen.

Reasoning What piece ofinformat ion w ould indicate that thep lan is likely to succeed? Pro-Teet wishes
to reduce its annual payouts, and one way for that to happen is for fewer cars insured
by Pro-Teet to be stolen. To help accomplish this, Pro-Teet is offering discounts to
policyholders whose cars are so equ ipped, because cars equipped with antitheft devices
or alarm systems are less likely to be stolen than are cars without such devices. What
wou ld interfere with the success of Pro-Teet's plan? Car owners would probably resist
investing in antitheft devices or alarm systems if the cost of such systems is higher
than the discount they will receive. So if Pro-Teet sets the discount at a level that
make s installing antitheft devices seem like a bargain to car owners, th e plan will
most likely succeed .

A Pro-Teet's plan is designed to increase th e number of cars equipped with car alarms . If having
more cars equipped with car alarms reduces those alarms' effectivity in preventing th efts, then
Pro-Teet 's plan is unlikely to achieve its goal.

B Pro-Teet's claims in relation to those of other insurance companies are not relevant to wh ether
Pro-Teet's plan to reduce its own car-theft claim s will ach ieve its goal.

C Correct. This statement suggests that Pro-Teet's plan will provide an effective incentive for car
owners to install antitheft devices; this statement th erefore properly identifies information that
indi cates the plan is likely to achieve its goal.

D Because Pro-Teet's plan does not involve raising th e premiums it charges, restrictions on its ability
to do so are irrele vant to whether that plan will achieve its goa l.

E Pro-Teet 's plan doe s not distinguish among different models of car, so this statement indicates
nothing about whether the proposed plan will succeed.

The correct answer is C.

181



Situation

Reasoning

The Official Guide for GMAT® Verbal Review 2nd Edition

30. Toughened hiring standards have not been the primary cause of the present staffing shortage in public schools.
The shortage of teachers is primarily caused by the fact that in recent years teachers have not experienced any
improvements in working conditions and their salaries have not keptpace with salaries in other professions.

Which of the following, if true, would most support the claims above?

(A) Many teachers already in the profession would not have been hired under the new hiring standards.

(8) Today more teachers are entering the profession with a higher educational level than in the past.

(e) Some teachers have cited higher standards for hiring as a reason for the current staffing shortage.

(D) Many teachers have cited lowpay and lack of professional freedom as reasons for their leaving the
profession.

(E) Many prospective teachers have cited the new hiring standards asa reason for not entering the
profession.

Argument Evaluation

The teacher shortage can be explained by poor working conditions and poor salaries
rather than by stricter hiring practices.

Which statement supports thispoint ofv iew? This argument about the cause of the
teacher shortage dismisses one possibility-obstacles created by higher standards in
hiring-and endorses another-the failure to improve working conditions and
salaries. A response that gives information suggesting that working conditions and
salaries are in fact why there is a shortage of teachers would support the claim s.

A Thi s statement modestly undermines the claims made-because it suggests that the toughened
hiring standards might in fact be the primary cause of the shortage-rather than supports them.

B This statement modestly undermines the claims, because it is odd that more teachers with a
higher educational level are entering the profession ifworking conditions for teachers have not
improved and salaries for teachers have not kept up with those of other professions.

C This statement modestly undermines the first claim made in the passage.

D Correct. This statement properly identifies evidence that pay and working conditions have caused
teachers to leave the profession and thus support s the claim that these factors are causes of the
teacher shortage.

E Thi s statement undermines the first claim made in the passage .

The correct answer is D.
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31. A proposed ordinancerequires the installation in new homes of sprinklers automatically triggered by the
presence of a fire. However, a home builder argued that because more than 90 percent of residential fires are
extinguished by a household member, residential sprinklers would only marginally decrease property damage
caused by residential fires .

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the home builder's argument?

(A) Most individuals have no formal training in how to extinguish fires.

(8) Since new homes are onlya tiny percentage of available housing in the city, the new ordinance would be
extremely narrow in scope.

(e) The installation of smoke detectors in new residences costs significantly less than the installation of
sprinklers.

(D) In the city where the ordinance was proposed, the average timerequired by the fire department to
respond to a fire was less than the national average.

(E) The largest proportion of property damage that results from residential fires is caused by fires that start
when no household member is present.

Argument Eval uation

A home builder claims that requiring automatic sprinklers in new homes will not
significantly decrease property damage from residential fires because more th an
90 percent of home fires are put out by a hou sehold member.

Whi chpoint w eakens the argum ent ? The home builder's argument implicitly recognizes
th at there are some residenti al fires th at are not extinguished by household memb ers.
For instance, fires may occur when no one is home to put out the fire-a situa tion that
automatic sprinklers would remedy. If such fires lead to cons iderable damage, then the
home builder's conclusion is not justified.

A If more than 90 percent of residential fires are successfully exti nguished by th e individuals who
live there, then no formal tr aining appears to be necessary.

B The small percentage of new homes supports the builder's position; it does not weaken the
argument.

C The argument is about sprinkler system s, not smoke detection devices.

o The argu ment is not about a compariso n between fire departments and sprinkler systems.

E Correct. Thi s statement properly identifi es a weakness in the home bu ilder's arg ument by
showing that the most damage occurs when no household member is present to put out the fire.

Th e correct answer is E.
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32. A recent spate of launching and operating mishaps with television satellites led to a corresponding surge in
claims against companies underwriting satellite insurance. As a result, insurance premiums shot up, making
satell ites more expensive to launch and operate. This, in turn, had added to the pressure to squeeze more
performance out of currently operating satellites.

Which of the following, if true, taken together with the information above, best supports the conclusion that the
cost of television satellites will continue to increase?

(Al Since the risk to insurers of satellites is spread over relatively few units, insurance premiums are
necessarily very high.

(8l When satellites reach orbit and then fail, the causes of failure are generally impossible to pinpoint with
confidence.

(C) The greater the performance demands placed on satellites, the more frequently those satellites break
down.

(D) Mostsatellites are produced in such small numbers that no economies of scale can be realized.

(El Since many satellites are bui lt by unwieldyinternational consortia, inefficiencies are inevitable.

Argument Evaluation

Situation A rise in the number of claims after a series of accidents has forced insurance
companies to raise prices for coverage of televi sion satell ites. C onsequently, new
satellites are more expensive, and existing satellites mu st perform more. The cost of
television satellites will continue to increase.

Reasoning Why m ight the costcontinue to increase? The passage says th at the existing satellites are
being asked to work harder than previously. If that increase in workload brings with it
an increased number of breakdowns, growing satell ite repair and replaceme nt costs
will add to the already increased cost of insurance premiums.

A The high rate of premiums is a given; nothing in this statement reflects why the costs would
increase further.

B The difficulty of diagnosing the causes of satell ite failure shows one reason th e costs are high ; it
does not show why they are increasing.

C Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a factor that explains why costs will continue to
increase.

D The small number of satellites shows one reason they are expensive; it doe s not explain why costs
would continue to increase.

E The inefficiencies may partially account for in itial hig h costs; nothing in th is statement explains
an increase in costs.

The correct answer is C.
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33. Art restorers who have been studying the factors that cause Renaissance oil paintings to deteriorate physically
when subject to climatic changes have found that the oil paintused in these paintings actually adjusts to these
changes well. The restorers therefore hypothesize that it is a layer of material called gesso, which is under the
paint, that causes the deterioration.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the restorers' hypothesis?

(A) Renaissance oil paintings with a thin layer of gesso are less likely to show deterioration in response to
climatic changes than those with a thicker layer.

(8) Renaissance oil paintings are often painted on wooden panels, which swell when humidity increases and
contractwhen it declines.

(C) Oil paint expands and contracts readily in response to changes in temperature, but it absorbs little water
and so is little affected by changes in humidity.

(0) An especially hard and nonabsorbent type of gesso was the rawmaterial for moldings on the frames of
Renaissance oil paintings.

(E) Gesso layers appliedby Renaissance painterstypically consisted of a coarse base layer onto which
several increasingly fine-grained layers were applied.

Argument Evaluation

Renaissance paintings are subject to deterioration due to changes in climate, but their
actual paint is not a factor in this deterioration. Instead, restorers hypothesize, it is
gesso , the material under the paint, that cause s problems for the paintings.

What w ould most strongly support the hypothesis that gesso is causing the deterioration ? An
indication that gesso is affected by climatic changes would be most helpful in
support ing the hypothesis. What could show that gesso is affected in this way? If the
extent of a painting's deterioration is directly related to the amount of gesso used
under that painting, then the gesso clearly plays some part in that deterioration.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a point supporting the hypothesis.

B Thi s suggests that another factor-the wood of the panels-has a role in the paintings'
deterioration. 1hus it weakens the hypothesis that gesso cause s the deterioration.

C Thi s merely reinforces given information, that the paint itself is not responsible for the paintings'
deterioration.

D Because this gives no information about any connection between this especially hard and
nonabsorbent type of gesso and the type of gesso used under the paint in Renaissance paintings,
the properties and usage of the former type of gesso are irrelevant to the question ofwhether
gesso is responsible for the paintings' deterioration.

E Because we are told nothing about whether this technique of gesso application increases or
decreases the likelihood that gesso will be affected by climatic change, it doe s not support
the restorers' hypothesis.

The correct answer is A .
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34. If the airspace around centrally located airports were restricted to commercial airliners and only those private
planes equipped with radar, most of the private-plane traffic would be forced to use outlying airfields. Such a
reduction inthe amount of private-plane traffic would reduce the risk of midair collision around the centrally
located airports.

The conclusion drawn in the first sentence depends onwhich of the following assumptions?

(A) Outlying airfields would be as convenient as centrally located airports for mostpilots of private planes.

(8) Most outlying airfields are not equipped to handle commercial-airline traffic.

(C) Most private planes that use centrally located airports are not equipped with radar.

(D) Commercial airliners are at greater risk of becoming involved in midair collisions than are private planes.

(E) A reduction in the risk of midair collision would eventually lead to increases in commercial airline traffic.

Argument Construction

Situation

Reasoning

Only commercial airliners and private planes with radar would be allowed to use the
airspace around centrally located airports; most private-plane traffic would use
outlying airfields instead. The result would be fewer midair collisions around centrally
located airports.

What assumption underliesthe conclusion that mostprivateplanes would beforcedto use
outlying airfields?The argument assumes that if the proposed restriction were put in
place, most private-plane traffic would be rerouted to outlying airports. Because the
restriction allows private planes that have radar to land at the centrally located
airports, it must be assumed that the planes involved in most private-plane traffic at
those airports are not equipped with radar.

A Convenience is not at issue.

B The capacity of outlying airfields to handle commercial airlines is outside the scope of the
question.

C Correct. This statement properly identifies the assumption that most of these private planes lack
radar and would no longer be allowed to land at the centrally located airports.

D Private-plane traffic could be diverted to outlying airfields even if this statement were not true.

E The future of commercial airline traffic is beyond the scope of the question.

The correct answer is C.

186



Situation

Reasoning

4.6 Critical Rea soning Answer Explanations

35. Two decades after the Emerald River Dam was built, none of the eightfish species native to the Emerald River
was still reproducing adequately in the river below the dam. Since the dam reduced the annual range of water
temperature in the river below the dam from 50 degrees to 6 degrees, scientists have hypothesized that sharply
rising water temperatures must be involved in signaling the native species to begin the reproductive cycle.

Which of the following statements, if true, would most strengthen the scientists' hypothesis?

(A) The native fish species were still able to reproduce only in side streams of the riverbelow the dam where
the annual temperature range remainsapproximately 50 degrees.

(B) Before the dam was built, the Emerald River annually overflowed its banks, creating backwaters thatwere
critical breeding areas for the native species of fish .

(e) The lowest recorded temperature of the Emerald River before the dam was builtwas 34 degrees, whereas
the lowest recorded temperature of the riverafter the dam was built has been 43 degrees.

(D) Nonnative species of fish, introduced into the Emerald River after the dam was bui lt, have begun
competing with the declining native fish species for food and space.

(E) Five of the fish species native to the Emerald River are not native to any other river in North America.

Argument Evaluation

The construction of a dam has significantly reduced the range of water temperatures in
the river below the dam. Scientists have implicated this change in the failure of native
fish species to reproduce adequately.

What evidence wo uld strengthen the hyp othesis? To test the hypothesis, scientists need
to study the same fish in the same river, but with only one variable changed : the
temperature range of the water. If the same species of fish successfully reproduce in
water that retains the same temperature range that the river had had before the dam
was built, then the scientists have likely found the cause of the problem.

A Correct . Thi s statement properly identifies evidence that strengthens the scientists' hypothesis.

B The overflow 's creation of breeding areas offers an alternative hypothesis; it rivals rather than
strengthens the hypothesis about temperature range.

C These differences in lowest recorded temperatures are simply specific data-points related to the
proposed cause; they do nothing to support the hypothesis .

D The introduction of nonnative species competing for food and space is an additional variable, and
thus offers an alternative hypothesis.

E The rareness of certain species points to the severity of the problem, not to its cause.

The correct answer is A.
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36. Certain messenger molecules fight damage to the lungs from noxious air by telling the muscle cells encircling
the lungs' airways to contract. This partiallyseals off the lungs. An asthma attack occurs when the messenger
molecules are activated unnecessarily, in response to harmless things like pollen or household dust.

Which of the following, if true, points to the most serious flaw of a plan to develop a medicationthat would
prevent asthma attacks by blocking receipt of any messages sent by themessenger molecules referred to
above?

(Al Researchers do not yet know how the body produces the messenger molecules that trigger asthma
attacks.

(8l Researchers do not yet knowwhat makes one person's messenger molecules more easily activated than
another's.

(C) Such a medication would not become available for several years, because of long lead times in both
development and manufacture.

(0) Such a medication would be unable to distinguish between messages triggered by pollen and household
dust and messages triggered bynoxious air.

(El Such a medication would be a preventative only and would be unable to alleviate an asthma attack once it
had started.

Evaluation of a Plan

The lungs are parti ally sealed off when certain molecules signal the mu scle cells of the
airway to contract . W hile this process prevents damage to the lun gs from noxious air,
ha rmless substances can trigger the process in asthma patients. A medication to block
this process is considered.

Why is theplan to dev elop the medicationflaw ed? Consider the action th at the
medication is intended to perform. H ow might that action be problematic? The
process initi ated by th e messe nger molecules has th e useful and necessary purpose of
protecting the lungs aga inst harmful agents in the air. A medication to block th e
process completely would not distinguish between wh en the proce ss is unnecessary, in
the presence of harm less substances, and when that proces s is entirely necessary, in the
presence of noxious air. Thus the medication would leave asthma patients unprotected
from potenti al damage to their lungs.

A Although it might be useful to know how the body produce s the se messenger molecules, it isn't
necessary for the development of the proposed medication; many med ications have been
developed in cases wh ere the relevant physiology is not very well understood.

B The greater sensitivity of some people's messenger molecules is not the issue.

C Pointing out long lead times does not explain a flaw in the medication itself

D Correct. Th is statement properly identifies the fact that the medication is flawed because it could
do harm by preventing a necessary process .

E The proposed medication makes no claim to alleviate asthma at tacks once the y have begun.

The correct answer is D.
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37, Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

Although the pesticide TDX has been widely used by fruit growers since the early 1960s, a regulation in force
since 1960 has proh ibited sale of fruit on which any TDX residue can be detected. That regulation is about to be
rep laced by one that allows sale of fruit onwhich trace amounts of TDX residue are detected. In fact, however,
the change will not allowmore TDX on fruit than was allowed in the 1960s, because __'

(A) pre-1970 techniques for detecting TDX residue could detect it only when it was present on fruit in more
than the trace amounts allowed by the new regulations

(8) many more people today than in the 1960s habitually purchase and eat fruit withoutmaking an effort to
clean residues off the fruit

(C) people today do not individually consume any more pieces of fruit, on average, than did the people in the
1960s

(0) at leasta small fraction of the fruit sold each year since the early 1960s has had on it greater levels of
TDX than the regulation allows

(E) the presence of TDXon fruit in greater than trace amounts has not been shown to cause any harm even to
children who eat large amounts of fruit

Argument Construction

Situation A regulation th at will allow the sale of fruit with tr ace amounts of T DX residue, a
pesticide in use since the 1960s, is soon to be adopted. Th is regulation will replace the
regulation, in place since 1960 , that prohibited the sale of fruit on whi ch trace
amounts of T DX residue has been detected.

Reaso ni ng What point w ould most logically comp lete the argu ment ? How could it be the case that the
new regulation will not allow more TDX on fru it now than was allowed in the 1960s?
The most important thing to note is th at the 1960 regulation prohibited sale of fruit
on which TDX residue could be detected. Detection techniques in the 1960s might not
have been particularly sensitive, wh ich would have allowed some TDX to be present
though undetected-on fruit. If those techniques could not have detected the trace
amounts ofTDX that are now allowed, then it could be the case that TDX amo unts
allowed on fruit will not be different under the new regulation .

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a point that logically completes the argument.

B This statement indicates that if the new regulation does allow more TDX on fruit th at is sold ,
then people may end up consuming more TDX. However, it indicates nothing as to whether th e
regulation will in fact allow more TDX on fruit that is sold.

C People 's consumption of fruit is irrelevant to the question of what the regulations govern ing th e
sale of th at fruit allow.

D The question is about allow ances expressed in the two regulatio ns. The info rmation in thi s
statement only sugge sts that the older regulation was not always fully enforced; but the same may
end up being true of the new regulation.

E This might show that the new regulation will not be harmful to consumers, even if th e new
regulation were to allow more TDX on fru it sold than was allowed in the 1960 s. But that is
irrelevant to the question at hand, which is whether th e new regulation will allow more TDX on
fruit th an was allowed in the 1960 s.

Th e correct answer is A.
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38. Which of the following bestcompletes the passage below?

The more worried investors are about losing their money, the more they will demand a high potential return on
their investment; great risks mustbe offset by the chance of great rewards. This principle is the fundamental
one in determining interest rates, and it is illustrated by the fact that_ _ .

(Al successful investors aredistinguished by an ability to make very risky investments without worrying about
their money

(8) lenders receive higher interest rates on unsecured loans than on loans backed by collateral

(e) in timesof high inflation, the interest paid to depositors by banks can actually be below the rate of inflation

(D) at anyonetime, a commercial bank will have a single rate of interest that it will expect all of its individual
borrowers to pay

(E) the potential return on investment in a new company is typically lower than the potential return on
investment in a well-established company

Argument Const ruct ion

The principle of determining interest rates is related to the risk involved in making the
investment of a loan . Potentially greater reward s will lead lenders (investors) to accept
greater risks.

Which examp le illustrates the p rinciple that g reater risks shouldp roduce greater rewards? The
example must be about the relationship of risk to benefit. Lenders take a greater risk
when loans are unsecured (not backed by collateral) because there is a cha nce th ey
could lose their money entirely. The principle indicates that the lend ers-who by
defin ition are investors-would demand the reward of higher interest rates.

A The freedom from anxiety enjoyed by some investors is not relevant. While risky investm ents are
men tioned, th is statemen t does not mention their return.

B C orrect. Thi s statement properly identifies an example that shows th at riskier loans-those not
backed by collatera l- receive the benefit of h igher interest rates.

C Thi s discussion of interest rates in tim es of inflation does not mention potential risk or potential
benefit.

D A single rate of interest for all investments, no matter the level of risk, contradicts the principle
and so cannot possibly be an example of it.

E New companies are generally riskier than established ones . A lower rate of ret urn for such riskier
new compan ies contradicts the princ iple.

The correct answer is B.
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39. A certain mayor has proposed a fee of five dollars per day on private vehicles entering the city, claiming that the
fee will alleviate the city's traffic congestion. The mayor reasons that, since the fee will exceed the cost of
round-trip bus fare from many nearby points, many people will switch from using their cars to using the bus.

Which of the following statements, if true, provides the best evidence that the mayor's reasoning is flawed?

(A) Projected increases in the price of gasoline will increase the cost of taking a private vehicle into the city.

(8) The cost of parking fees already makes it considerably more expensive for most people to take a private
vehicle into the city than to take a bus.

(e) Mostof the people currently riding the bus do not own private vehicles.

(D) Many commuters opposing the mayor's plan have indicated that theywould rather endure traffic
congestion than pay a five-dollar-per-day fee.

(E) During the average workday, private vehicles owned and operated by people living within the city account
for 20 percent of the city's traffic congestion.

Evaluat ion of a Plan

Situation

Reasoning

In order to alleviate traffic congestion, the mayor proposes a five-dollar daily fee on
private vehicles entering the city. Since the fee is more than the round-trip bus fare,
the mayor believes many dr ivers will switch to buses.

Whatflaw exists in the mayor's reasoning? The mayor apparently believes that saving
money is the decisive issue for drivers. If, however, dri vers are already paying
considerably more in parking fees than they would in fares as bus com muters, then
saving money is not the primary reason they are choosing to drive their cars rather
than take the bus. This suggests that drivers may not change their behavior simply to
save money.

A This statement does not indicate whether the increased cost will dissuade people from taking
private vehicles into the city, and therefore does not indicate whether the mayor's reasoning is
flawed .

B Correct. This statement properly identifies a flaw in the mayor's reasoning.

C Current bus riders are not relevant to the mayor's plan, which anticipates only that people
currently driving private vehicles into the city will become bus riders.

D Many drivers may continue to commute in their private vehicles , but others might switch to
buses . The mayor's plan does not anticipate a switch by all drivers .

E The 20 percent figure shows that most congestion is caused by vehicles entering from outside the
city; this does not point out a weakness in the mayor's plan.

The correct answer is B.
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40. Journalist: Well-known businessman Arnold Bergeron has long been popular in the state, and he has often talked
about running for governor, but he has never run . However, we have just learned that Bergeron has fulfilled the
financial disclosure requirement for candidacy by submitting a detailed list of hiscurrent financial holdings to the
electioncommission. So, it is very likely that Bergeron will be a candidate for governor this year.

The answer to which of the following questions would be most useful in evaluating the journalist's argument?

(A) Has anybody else who has fulfilled the financial disclosure requirement for the upcoming election reported
greater financial holdings than Bergeron?

(8) Is submitting a list of holdings the only way to fulfill the election commission's financ ial disclosure
requi rements?

(e) Did the information recently obtained by the journalist come directly from the election commission?

(D) Have Bergeron's financial holdings increased invalue in recent years?

(E) Had Bergeron also fulfilled the financial disclosure requi rements for candidacy before any previous
gubernatorial elections?

Argument Evaluat ion

The journalist states that Bergeron, a popular businessman, has often talked about
running for governor but has never done so. Bergeron recently disclosed his finances to
the election commission, and such disclosure is required of candidates. So, the
journalist conclu des, Bergeron will probably run for governor this year.

What w ould it be most useful to know in evaluating thej ournalist 'sargument? What might
suggest, contrary to what the journalist concludes, that Bergeron is not, in fact, likely
to run? 1he journalist is relying on Bergeron's financial disclosure as an indicator of h is
intentions. But what if Bergeron has filed this financial paperwork before and then not
run? In that case, his disclo sure would not be nearly as strong an indicator of his
intentions, and the journ alist's argument would be much weaker.

A Bergeron's holdings relative to other potential cand idates are not relevant to the journalist's
argument regarding the likelihood of Bergeron's running for governor.

B Whether Bergeron could have fulfilled the disclosure requirements in some other way is
irrelevant to the journalist's argument, which is based on the fact that Bergeron did fulfill the
disclosure requirements.

C It would be somewhat useful to know whether the journalist's information is reliable, but there is
no way to determine whether the journalist's actual source, if it was not the election com mission,
is more or less reliable than the election commission. So this is not the best answer.

D A ny changes in Bergeron's financial holdings are irrelevant to the journalist's argument, which is
based on Bergeron's having fulfilled the financial disclosure requirements.

E C orrect. It would be useful in evaluating the journalist's argument to know the answer to thi s
question.

The correct answer is E .
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41. Dental researchers recently discovered that toothbrushes can become contaminated with bacteria that cause
pneumonia and strep throat. They found that contamination usually occurs after toothbrushes have been used
for four weeks. For that reason, people should replace their toothbrushes at leastonce a month.

Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the conclusion above?

(A) The dental researchers could not discover why toothbrush contamination usually occurred onlyafter
toothbrushes had been used for four weeks.

(8) The dental researchers failed to investigate contamination of toothbrushes byviruses, yeasts, and other
pathogenic microorganisms.

(e) The dental researchers found that among people who used toothbrushes contaminated with bacteria that
cause pneumonia and strep throat, the incidence of these diseases was no higher than among people who
used uncontaminated toothbrushes.

(D) The dental researchers found that people who rinsed their toothbrushes thoroughly in hot water after each
use were as likely to have contaminated toothbrushes as were peoplewho only rinsed their toothbrushes
hurriedly in cold water after each use.

(E) The dental researchers found that, after six weeksof use, greater length of use of a toothbrush did not
correlate with a higher number of bacteria being present.

Argument Evalu ation

Situation Researchers have found that, after four weeks of use, toothbrushes may become
contaminated with disease bacteria. Therefore, toothbrushes should be replaced once a
month.

Reasoning What information weakens the conclusion? The passage concludes that contaminated
toothbrushes should be replaced monthly. Clearly, the assumption underlying this
conclusion is that such replacement is necessary because the bacterial contamination is
potentially harmful to the user of the toothbrush. Do people actually become ill
because of their use of contaminated toothbrushes? If a comparison of disease rates for
people using uncontaminated too thbrushes and for people using contaminated
toothbrushes shows no difference between the groups, then the assumption about the
potential harm is proven wrong and support for the conclusion is thereby weakened.

A The recommendation to change every four weeks is not weakened simply because resea rchers
cannot explain why it takes that long for contamination to occur.

B The failure to investigate other possible contaminants of toothbrushes does not weaken the
recommendation.

C Correct. This statement properly identifies the information that weakens the conclusion: using
contaminated toothbrushes is no more likely to result in disease than using uncontaminated ones,
and thus changing toothbrushes every month is unnecessary.

D Since even careful maintenance of toothbrushes does not reduce contamination, the
recommendation is strengthened.

E If the contamination still remains at six weeks, even if it is not worse, the recommendation based
on the bacteria existing at four weeks is not weakened.

The correct answer is C.
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42. Leaders of a miners' union on strike against Coalco are contemplating additional measures to pressure the
company to accept the union's contract proposal. The union leaders are considering as their principal new tactic
a consumer boycott against Gasco gas stations, which are owned by Energy Incorporated, the same
corporation that owns Coalco.

The answer to which of the following questions is LEAST directly relevant to the union leaders' consideration of
whether attempting a boycott of Gasco will lead to acceptance of their contract proposal?

(A) Would revenue losses by Gasco seriously affect Energy Incorporated?

(8) Can current Gasco customers easily obtain gasoline elsewhere?

(C) Have otherminers' unions won contracts similar to the one proposed by this union?

(D) Have other unions that have employed a similar tactic achieved their goals with it?

(E) Do othercorporations that own coal companies also own gas stations?

Evaluation of a Plan

In an effort to pressure Coaleo to accept their contract proposal, union leaders consider
organizing a consumer boycott of gas stations owned by Coalco's parent company.

Which question is LEAST relevant to the boycott decision? Union leaders have a number of
questions to consider in deciding what to do. This problem requires finding the one
question that is NOT relevant to deciding if a boycott would be an effective tactic.
Examine each in turn. Whether other corporations that own coal companies also own
gas stations is NOT directly relevant to whether a boycott of Gasco gas stations will
coerce Coaleo to accept a proposal.

A Knowing how seriously the parent corporation would be hurt by revenue losses from the boycott
is relevant.

B If consumers cannot easily get gas elsewhere, the boycott is likely to fail, so this question is
relevant.

C If other miners' unions have won similar contracts, then the union's proposal is reasonable. This
question is relevant.

D If other unions have succeeded (or failed) with a similar plan, that information is relevant to the
likely success (or failure) of this plan.

E Correct. This question is the only one that does not clearly bear upon the plan; an answer to it is
the one least directly relevant to the boycott decision.

The correct answer is E.
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43. Laws requiring the use of headlights during daylight hours can prevent automobile collisions. However, since
daylight visibility is worse in countries farther from the equator, any such laws would obviously be more effective
in preventing collisions in those countries. In fact, the onlycountries that actually have such laws are farther
from the equator than is the continental United States.

Which of the following conclusions could be most properly drawn from the information given above?

(A) Drivers in the continental United States who used their headlights during the day would be just as likely to
become involved in a collision aswould drivers who did not use their headlights.

(8) In many countries that arefarther from the equator than is the continental United States, poor daylight
visibility is the single most important factor in automobile collisions.

(e) The proportion of automobile collisions that occur in the daytime is greater in the continental United
States than in the countries that have daytime headlight laws.

(D) Fewer automobile collisions probably occur each year in countries that have daytime headlight laws than
occurwithin the continental United States.

(E) Daytime headlight laws would probably do less to prevent automobile collisions in the continental United
States than theydo in the countries that have the laws.

Argument Construction

Laws requiring the use of headlights during the daytime are more effective at
preventing car collisions in countries with lower daylight visibility, that is, in countries
at greater distances from the equator. The on ly countries having these laws are th ose
located farther from the equator than is the continental United States.

What conclusion can be drawn from this inftrmation? Countries with daytime headlight
laws are all farther from the equator than is the continental United States. The
location is significant because daytime visibility is worse in those countries than it is in
the continental United States. How effective at preventing colli sion s would such laws
be in the continental United States with its greater proximity to the equator? It is
reasonable to conclude that such laws would be less effective at preventing colli sions
there than they are in th e countries farther from the equator.

A Although daytime headlight use may be less effective in countries with more daylight, it cannot
be concluded that U.S. drivers using daytime headlights would gain no benefit from them and
would be just as likely to have collisions as those who do not use them.

B The passage offers no evidence for the conclusion that poor visibility is the greatest cause for
collisions in these countries.

C M any factors besides use of headlights during daylight hours influence accident rates, and th ese
factors may vary widely from one count ry to another. We are given no information about the se
other factors or about their relative impact in various countries.

D Without specific data, no conclusion can be drawn abo ut the relative number of accidents th at
occur.

E Correct. TI1is statement properly identifies a conclusion to be drawn from the given information.

The correct answer is E.
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44. Bank depositors in the United States are all financiallyprotected against bank failure because the government
insures all individuals' bank deposits. An economist argues that this insurance is partly responsible for the high
rate of bank failures, since it removes from depositors any financia l incentive to find out whether the bank that
holds their money is secure against failure. If depositors were more selective, then banks would need to be
secure in order to compete for depositors' money.

The economist's argument makes which of the following assumptions?

(A) Bank failures are caused when big borrowers default on loan repayments.

(B) A significant proportion of depositors maintain accounts at several differentbanks.

(e) The more a depositor has to deposit, the more careful heor she tends to be in selecting a bank.

(0) The difference in the interest rates paid to depositors by different banks is not a significant factor in bank
failures .

(E) Potential depositors are able to determine which banks are secure against failure.

Argument Construction

A n economist contends that the high rate of bank failures can partly be blamed on
federal insurance of bank dep osits. 1he insurance removes any financial incentive for
dep ositors to seek those banks that are the most secure against failure . In the absence
of more selective depositors, the banks need not be secure to compete for deposits.

What assump tion underlies the economist's argument? The economist argues that banks
would have to be more secure in a competitive environment with more discriminating
depositors. The economist encourages potential depositors to be more select ive in
choos ing a bank and therefore must believe that many depositors have sufficiently
sound ideas about what ma kes a bank secure against failure and can often apply those
ideas in determining which banks are secure.

A Although this statement explains how a bank failure may occur, it is not a necessary assumption
for the economist's argument about how depositors choose a bank.

B The argument never discusses multiple accounts, so this statement cannot be assumed.

C The economist argues that depositors are not careful in selecting banks; this statement contradicts
that position, at least for some dep ositors, so it cannot be assumed.

D In arg uing about choosing banks, the economist mentions nothing about the relat ion of interest
rates to bank failure s, so this statement is not assumed.

E Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies the economist's underlying assumption that potential
dep ositors are able to determine wh ich banks are more secure.

Th e correct answer is E.
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45. Often patients with ankle fractures that are stable, and thus do not require surgery, aregiven follow-up x-rays
because their orthopedists are concerned aboutpossibly having misjudged the stabilityof the fracture. When a
number of follow-up x-rays were reviewed, however, all the fractures that had initially been judged stable were
found to have healed correctly. Therefore, it is a waste of money to order follow-up x-rays of ankle fractures
initially judged stable.

Which of the following, if true, most strengthensthe argument?

(Al Doctors who are general practitioners rather than orthopedists are less likely than orthopedists to judge
the stability of an ankle fracture correctly.

(8) Many ankle injuries for which an initial x-ray is ordered are revealed by the x-ray not to involve any fracture
of the ankle.

(e) X-rays of patients of many differentorthopedists working in several hospitals were reviewed .

(D) The healing of ankle fractures that have been surgically repaired is always checked by means of a
follow-up x-ray.

(E) Orthopedists routinely order follow-up x-rays for fractures of bones other than ankle bones.

Argument Evaluation

Situation Often pati ents with ankle fractures that their or thopedists have judged not to requi re
surgery are given follow-up x-rays to check whether the fracture healed correc tly. An
exami nation of a sample of those x-rays found that the ankle had, in each case, healed
properly.

Reasoning Tbe question is w hich ifthe options , if true, w ould most strengthen the argument. The
argument is based on data concerning follow-up x-rays, each ofwhich revealed no
problem with th e orthopedist's initial judgment that the ankle fracture was stable (and
would heal without surgery). This invite s the question whether the follow-up x-rays
are really needed. The argument concludes that they are a waste of money. But
was the x-ray data truly repre sentative of orthopedists generally? After all, some
orthopedists-perhaps more experienced , better-trained, or employed at a facility with
better staff or facilities- may be much better than others at judgin g ankle fractures. If
we add the information that the data for the conclusion comes from many orthopedists
working at many different hosp itals, we have greater assurance that the x-ray data is
repres entative, and th e argument will be mad e much stronger.

A Neither the study nor the conclusion that is drawn from it concerns general practitioners, so this
point is irrelevant.

B Naturally many ankle injur ies do not involve fractures-x-rays may sometimes be used to
determine this-but the argument concerns only cases where there have been ankle fractures.

C Correct. Thi s shows that the sample ofx-ray data examined was probably sufficiently
representative of cases of ankle fracture judged to be stable by orthopedists.

D The argument does not concern cases of ankle fracture that have been surgically repai red .

E The argument concerns only x-rays of ankles. From the information given here , we can not infer
that or thopedists are genera lly wastefu l in routinely order ing follow-up x-rays.

The correct answer is C .
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46. A study of marital relationships in which one partner's sleeping and waking cycles differ from those of the other
partner reveals that such couples share fewer activities with each other and have more violent arguments than
do couples in a relationship in which both partners followthe same sleeping and waking patterns. Thus,
mismatched sleeping and waking cycles can seriously jeopardize a marriage.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?

(Al Married couples in which both spouses follow the same sleeping and waking patterns also occasionally
have arguments that can jeopardize the couple's marriage.

(8) The sleeping and waking cycles of individuals tend to vary from season to season.

(e) The individuals who have sleeping and waking cycles that differ significantly from those of their spouses
tend to argue little with colleagues at work.

(0) People in unhappy marriages have been found to express hostility by adopting a different sleeping and
waking cycle from that of their spouses.

(El According to a recent study, most people's sleeping and waking cycles can be controlled and modified
easily.

Argument Evaluatio n

A study of married couples reveals that spou ses with different sleeping and waking
cycles tend to have fewer activities in common and more intense arguments than
spouses with similar sleeping and waking cycles. Thus, different sleep-wake cycles may
severely endanger a marriage.

Which ofthe op t ions, ifadded to the argument's premises, would most undermine the
argurnent'ssupportft r the conclusion? The given premises in the passage provide
information that different sleep-wake cycles tend to be accompanied by marital
discord. The conclusion then asserts that the different sleep-wake cycles cause th e
marital problems. But what if the different sleep-wake cycles result from preexisting
marital problems? The argument would be weakened if da ta shows that unhappily
married spouses expre ss hostility by deliberately adopting cycles different from those
of their spouses.

A The argument does not say that mismatched cycles are the only cause of the arguments
jeopardizing a marriage or that only couples with such a mismatch have such arguments.

B Thi s statement doe s not relate seasonal variability to mismatched cycles in marriage, and so it is
irrelevant.

C The argument is about the effect of mismatched cycles on a marriage, and the relationship with
colleague s is not directly relevant to that issue.

D Correc t . Thi s information provides a new perspective on the situation: instead of blaming the
different sleep patterns for the hostili ty, it blames the hostility for those different patterns. This
alternative explanation of the study's findings weakens the argument.

E While sugges tin g that sleep-wake behaviors can be modified, this stateme nt still does not provide
evidence that weakens the arg ument.

Th e correct answer is D.
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47. In the past most airline companies minimized aircraftweight to minimize fuel costs. The safestairline seats were
heavy, and airlines equipped their planes with few of these seats. This year the seat that has sold best to airlines
has been the safest one-a clear indication that airlines are assigning a higher priority to safe seating than to
minimizing fuel costs.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument above?

(A) Lastyear's best-selling airline seatwas not the safest airline seat on the market.

(B) No airline company has announced that it would be making safe seating a higher priority this year.

(C) The price of fuel was higherthis year than it had been in most of the years when the safest airline seats
sold poorly.

(0) Because of increases in the cost of materials, all airline seats were more expensiveto manufacture this
year than in any previous year.

(El Because of technological innovations, the safest airline seat on the market this year weighed less than
most other airline seats on the market.

Argument Evaluat ion

The safest airline seats were heavy, but since additional weight meant higher fuel costs,
airl ines had bought few of these seats. Because th e best- selling seats this year are th e
safest ones, the airlines have clearly reset their priorities, choosing safe seating over
minimizing fuel cost s.

What information weakens this argument? Previously, th e safest seats were heavy, so th e
airlines purchased lighter-and less safe-seats to minimize fuel costs. But if th e
safest seat this year is among the lightest, the airlines may simply be pursuing th eir
previous priority of minimizing fuel costs by reducing weight.

A The new information does little more than corroborate information alre ady provided in th e
premises.

B Thi s weakens the argument only if the argument assumes that if such a change in priorities had
occurred, it w ould hav e been announced. But this is not assumed.

C Thi s tends to streng then rather th an weaken the argument. In a time of high fuel costs, if an
airline chooses the safest seat regardless of weight, that choice suggests that th e airline is making
safety a greater priority than fuel economy.

D 111is information doe s not weaken the argument, since it suggests no reason for purchasing one
type of seat as opposed to another.

E C orrect. Thi s statement disconfi rms a critically important assumption made by the argument
namely that the currently safest seat would also be heavier than the less safe seats.

The correct answer is E.
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48. Editorial: An arrest made by a Midville police officer is provisional until the officer has taken the suspect to the
police station and the watch commander has officially approved the arrest. Such approval is denied if the
commander judges that the evidence onwhich the provisional arrest is based is insufficient. A government
efficiency expert has observed that almost all provisional arrests meet the standards for adequacy of
evidence that the watch commanders enforce. The expert has therefore recommended that, because the
officers' t ime spent obtaining approval is largely wasted, the watch commander's approval no longer be
required. This recommendation should be rejected as dangerous, however, since there is no assurance that the
watch commanders' standards will continue to be observed once approval is no longer required.

Inthe editorial, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

(A) The first is a claim, the accuracy of which is disputed by the editorial; the second is a conclusion drawn in
order to support the main conclusion of the editorial.

(8) The first is an observation that the editorial disputes; the second is a conclusion that was drawn from that
observation.

(C) The first is a finding that was used in support of a proposal that the editorial opposes; the second is a
judgment that was based on that finding and in turn was used to supportthe proposal.

(0) The first is a finding introduced to supportthe main conclusion of the editorial; the second is that main
conclusion .

(E) The first is a conclusion, the evidence for which the editorial evaluates; the second is part of the evidence
cited in favor of that conclusion.

Argument Construction

Arrests by l\!lidville police officers are provisional until approved by the watch
commander. Because almost all such arrests meet that standard, a government
efficiency expert recommends that this requirement be dropped. The editorial opposes
this recommendation, on the gro unds that without the approval requirement the
evidence standard for arres t might not continue to be satisfied by the arresting officers.

What rolesdo the two portions in boldface play in the editorial? The first boldface portion
asserts that provisional arrests almost always meet the standards for evidence that
watch commanders enforce. The second boldface portion state s that officers' time
obtaining such approval is largely wasted. Th is is wha t the efficiency expert infers from
the first boldface portion; and from this the efficiency expert, in turn, concludes that
the watch commander's approval should no longer be required. But the editorial
opposes this position.

A The edi toria l does not dispute that almost all provisional arrests meet the standard for adequacy
of evidence. The editorial implicitly rejects the second boldface portion, and rejects the conclusion
that the efficiency expert draws from it .

B The editorial does not dispute that the first boldface portion is true.

C Correct. Thi s is the only choice that accords with the analysi s of the reasoning given above.

D The role of the first boldface portion is not to support the editorial's main conclu sion but to
provide support for the efficiency expert's conclusion. The role of the second boldface portion is
not as the main conclusion of the editorial but as support for the efficiency expert's conclu sion.

E The first boldface portion is not inferred or concluded from some other statement in the passage,
nor is it challenged by the editorial. The direction of the efficiency expert's inference is from the
first portion, not to it.

The correct answer is C.
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49. Division manager: I want to replace the Microton computers in my division with Vitech computers .

General manager: Why?

Division manager: It costs 28 percent less to train new staff on the Vitech.

General manager: But that is not a good enough reason. We can simply hire onlypeople who already know how
to use the Microton computer.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the general manager's objection to the replacement of
Microton computers with Vitechs?

(Al Currently all employees in the company are required to attend workshops on how to use Microton
computers in new applications.

(8) Once employees learn how to use a computer, they tend to change employers more readily than before.

(C) Experienced users of Microton computers command much higher salaries than do prospective employees
who have no experience in the use of computers.

(Dl The average productivity of employees in the general manager's company is below the average
productivity of the employees of its competitors.

(El The high costs of replacement parts make Vitech computers more expensive to maintain than Microton
computers.

Argument Evaluation

Situation A division manager wants to repla ce Microton computers with Vitech computers in
order to reduce training costs for new staff. The general manager objects to this
reasoning, arguing that the company can hire only those people who already kn ow
how to use the M icroton computers.

Reasoning What point weakens the general manager's argument? Th e division manager's preference
for Vitech equipment is based on redu ced training costs for newly hired staff. The
general manager reject s this cost-reduction rationale and counters by suggesting a way
to avoid the se costs altogethe r. Both managers thus accept costs as the basis for making
the decision between the two brands. Any evidence that overall costs would be higher
when using the Microton computers weakens the general manager's argument. If th e
costs associated with employing experienced Microton users are greater, then hiring
exclusively from this pool and paying their much higher salaries may result in higher
overall costs for the company than the costs for training new staff on the Vitechs .

A This information about Microton suggests that even staff who have Microton skills when hired
would st ill have to be trained with all other staff in new appli cations. Does this undermine the
genera l manager's reply? No - because the information given about training costs by the divi sion
manager refers only to the costs of training newly hired sta ff.

B Th e information that computer- skilled stafF move easily to a new job suggests that it might be
possible to do what the general manager recommends. Obviously that doe s not undermine the
general manager's recommendation .

C Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies evidence that undermines the general manager's
arg ument.

D Productivity at the company and at its compe titors is not at issue .

E Only staff-related costs, not th e cost of maintaining th e computers, are bein g discussed in th e
argument.

The correct answer is C.
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50. Crops can be traded on the futures market before theyare harvested. If a poor corn harvest is predicted, prices
of corn futures rise; if a bountiful corn harvest is predicted, prices of corn futures fall. This morning meteorologists
are predicting much-needed rain for the corn-growing region starting tomorrow. Therefore, since adequate
moisture is essential for the current crop's survival, prices of corn futures will fall sharply today.

Which of the following, if true, most weakens the argument above?

(A) Corn that does not receive adequate moistureduring its critical pollination stage will not produce a
bountiful harvest.

(8) Futures prices for corn have been fluctuating more dramatically this season than last season.

(C) The rain that meteorologists predicted for tomorrow is expected to extend well beyond the corn-growing
region.

(D) Agriculture experts announced today that a disease that has devastated someof the corn crop will spread
widely before the end of thegrowing season.

(E) Most people who trade in corn futures rare ly take physical possession of the corn they trade.

Argument Evaluation

Situation

Reasoning

Crop futures rise when a harvest is expected to be small and drop when a harvest is
expected to be large. Today's weather foreca st for the corn-growing area predicts
much-n eeded rain, so corn futures will fall today.

What informatio n weakens the argument that cornf utures w illftll? The prediction that
corn futures will drop sharply today is made solely on the basis of the forecast of rain ,
which would lead futures buyers to expect an abundant crop . However, if it becomes
known that some harmful circumstance such as a devastating disease will severely
affect the corn crop before the end of the growing season , this knowledge may lead
buyers of futu res to expe ct a smaller harvest, causing prices of futures to rise rather
than fall.

A This statement tells at what exact point in the growing cycle rain is cri tical to a good harvest , but
it gives no information about this year's harvest.

B Thi s comparison of past price fluctuations doe s not affect what will happen to today's corn futures
on account of the predicted rain . The argument is not weakened.

C The on ly rain that matters is the rain that affects the corn -growing region, not areas beyond it;
this statement is irrelevant to the prediction.

D Correct. 1his statement properly identifies information that weakens the argument.

E Physical possession of the corn is irrelevant to the price of corn futures.

The correct answer is D.

202



Situat ion

Reasoning

4.6 Critical Reason ing Ans wer Explanations

51. A company plans to develop a prototype weeding machine that uses cutting blades with optical sensors and
microprocessors that distinguish weeds from crop plants by differences in shade of color. The inventor of the
machine claims that it will reduce laborcosts by virtually eliminating the need for manual weeding.

Which of the following is a consideration in favor of the company's implementing its plan to develop the prototype?

(A) There is a considerable degree of variation in shade of color between weeds of different species.

(8) The shade of color of some plants tends to change appreciably over the course of their growing season.

(e) When crops areweeded manually, overall size and leaf shape are taken into account in distinguishing crop
plants from weeds.

(0) Selection and genetic manipulation allow plants of virtually any species to be economically bred to have a
distinctive shade of color without altering their other characteristics.

(E) Farm laborers who are responsible for the manual weeding of crops carry out other agricultural duties at
times in the growing season when extensive weeding is not necessary.

Evaluat ion of a Plan

A company plans to develop an automated weeding machine that would distinguish
weeds from crop plants by differences in shade of color. It is supposed to reduce labor
cost s by eliminating the need for manual weeding.

Which option describes a consideration that wouldftvor the company 'splan? The passage
supports the plan by claiming that the machine would reduce labor cost s by virtually
eliminating weeding by hand. The correct option will be one that adds to this support.
Labor costs will be reduced only if the machine works well. The machine relies on
shade of color to distinguish between weeds and crop plants. If crop plants can be bred
to have distinctive color without sacrificing other qualities, it would be more likely
that the machine could be used effectively.

A Greater variation among weed plants would make it more difficult for the machine to distingui sh
between weeds and crop plants, and this would make it less likely that the machine would be
effective.

B This option tends to disfavor the effectiveness of the machine. The more changeable the colors of
the plants to be distinguished, the more complex the task of distinguishing between weed s and
crop plants based on their color.

C This option tends to disfavor the likely benefits of the machine because it indicates that manual
weeding distinguishes weeds from crop plants by using criteria that the machine does not take
into account. If the machine doe s not distinguish weeds from crop plants as accurately and
reliably as manual weeding doe s, then the machine is less apt to make manual weeding
unnecessary.

D Correct. Making crop plants easily distinguishable from weeds would facilitate the effective use
of the weeding machine.

E This does not favor the company's implementing the plan to develop the machine. There would
still be tasks other than weeding that would requ ire hiring staff. Thu s there would still be labor
cost s even if the need for manual weeding were eliminated .

The correct answer is D.
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52. The interview is an essential part of a successful hiring program because, with it, job applicants who have
personalities that are unsuited to the requirements of the job will be eliminated from consideration .

The argument above logically depends on which of the following assumptions?

(A) A hiring program will be successful if it includes interviews.

(8) The interview is a more important part of a successful hiring program than is the development of a job
description.

(e) Interviewers can accurately identify applicants whose personalities are unsuited to the requirements of
the job.

(D) The only purpose of an interview is to evaluate whether job applicants' personalities are suited to the
requirements of the job.

(E) The fit of job applicants' personalities to the requirements of the job was once the most important factor
in making hiring decisions.

Argument Construction

The interview is a necessary part of hiring because candidates with un suitable
personalities are eliminated from consideration.

What is being assumed in this argument ? The argument puts forth one reason that the
interview is important: it eliminates candidates with unsuitable personalities. Th is
presupposes that interviewers can, with a fair degree of accuracy, rule out th ose
candidates whose personalities do not fit the needs of the job.

A The argument doe s not go so far as to say that interviews guarantee a successful hiring program .

B The argument doe s not prioritize the parts of a hiring program.

C Correct. This sta tement properly identifies the assumption underlying the argument.

D The argument gives one reason that the interview is important, but it does not say it is the only
reason .

E Thi s concerns past pract ices in hiring, and is irrelevant to the argument.

The correct answer is C.
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53. Useful protein drugs, such as insulin, must still be administered by the cumbersome procedure of injection under
the skin. If proteins are taken orally, theyare digested and cannot reach their target cells. Certain nonprotein
drugs, however, contain chemical bonds that are not broken down by the digestive system. They can, thus, be
taken orally.

The statements above most strongly support a claim that a research procedure that successfully accomplishes
which of the following would be beneficial to users of protein drugs?

(A) Coating insulin with compounds thatare broken down by target cells, but whose chemical bonds are
resistant to digestion

(8) Converting into protein compounds, by procedures thatwork in the laboratory, the nonprotein drugs that
resist digestion

(C) Removing permanently from the digestive system any substances that digest proteins

(D) Determining, in a systematic way, whatenzymes and bacteria arepresent in the normal digestive system
andwhether they tend to be broken down within the body

(E) Determining the amount of time each nonprotein drug takes to reach its target cells

Argument Construction

Since protein drugs taken orally are digested and do not reach their target cells, they
must be injec ted under th e skin . Some nonpro tein drugs have chemical bon ds resistant
to digestion and may be taken orally.

What procedure might be beneficial'for users ifprotein drugs? Clearly it would be beneficial
for users if pro tein drugs could be administered orally rather than by injection .
Digestion has been the obstacle to the oral use of such drugs. Som e nonprotein drugs
have chemical bond s that resist digestion . If protein drugs such as insul in could use
similar chemica l bond s to resist digest ion, thus allowing the protein to reach its target
cells, th en the protein d rugs could be taken orally, a clear benefit to the users of those
drugs.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a procedure that would be beneficial for users of
protein drugs: coating a protein drug (such as insulin) so that it is resistant to digestion but able to
reach its target cells would allow user s to take it orally rather than by injection .

B No benefit for users of prote in drugs is gained by converting nonprotein drugs into protein
compounds because then they too would need to be injected rather than taken orally.

C The digestive system need s the substances that digest protein in order to fun ction normally, so
this procedure would do more harm th an good.

D Determining whether normally present enzymes and bacteria are broken down in the body does
not offer any speci fic benefits for users of protein drugs.

E The time required by nonprotein d rugs to reach target cells is irrelevant to the question of benefits
to users of protein drugs.

The correct answer is A.
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54. Tanco, a leather manufacturer, uses large quantities of common salt to preserve animal hides. New environmental
regulations have significantly increased the cost of disposing of saltwater that results from this use, and, in
consequence, Tanco is considering a plan to usepotassium chloride in place of common salt. Research has
shown that Tanco could reprocess the by-product of potassium chloride use to yield a crop fertilizer, leaving a
relatively small volumeof waste for disposal.

In determining the impact on company profits of using potassiumchloride in place of common salt, it would be
important for Tanco to research all of the following EXCEPT:

(Al What difference, if any, is there between the cost of the common salt needed to preserve a given quantity
of animal hides and the cost of the potassium chloride needed to preserve the same quantity of hides?

(8) To whatextentis the equipment involved in preserving animal hides using common salt suitable for
preserving animal hides using potassium chloride?

(C) What environmental regulations, if any, constrain the disposal of the waste generated in reprocessing the
by-product of potassium chloride?

(0) How closely does leather that results when common salt is used to preserve hides resemble that which
results when potassium chloride is used?

(E) Are the chemical properties that make potassium chloride an effective means for preserving animal hides
the same as those that make common salt an effective means for doing so?

Evaluation of a Plan

New environmental regul ations w ill increase th e costs of disposing of th e salt water
that results from the use of large amounts of com mon salt in leath er manufactur ing.
The ma nufacturer is considering switching from common salt to potassium chloride,
because the by-product of the latter could be repro cessed to yield a crop ferti lizer, with
little waste left over to be disposed.

In order to determ ine whether it w ould beprqfitable to sw itchfrom using common salt to using
potassium chloride, w hich ifthejiv e questions does the manufacturer N OT need to answ er?The
chem ical properti es ma king potassium chloride an effective means of preserving animal
hides might be quite different from those that make common salt effective, but there is
no particular reason for thinking that thi s would impact the profitability of switch ing to
potassium chloride. The relevant effects on the preserved hides might be the same even if
the properties that brought about those effects were quite different. Thu s, without more
information than is provided in the passage, this question is irrelevant.

A The savings in waste disposal costs that would be gained by sw itching to potas sium chloride
could be cancelled out if the cost of potas sium chloride needed far exceeded that for common salt.

B If switching to potassium chloride would force the man ufacturer to replace the equipment it uses
for preserving hid es, then it might be less profi table to switch.

C Even though there is said to be relatively little waste associated with using potassium chloride in
the process, if th e costs of thi s disposal are very high due to envi ronmental regulations, it mig ht
be less profitable to switch.

D If the leath er th at results from th e use of potassium chloride looks substantially different from
that which results when common salt has been used, then the leather might be less at tractive to
consumers, which would adversely affect the economics of switching to potassium chloride.

E Correct. No te th at the question as stated here presupposes that po tassium chloride and salt are
both effective means for preserving anima l hid es-so it does not raise any issue as to whether
pota ssium chlor ide is adequately effective or as effective as salt (clearly, an issue of effect iveness
would be relevant to profitability).

The correct answer is E.
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55. There is a great deal of geographical variation in the frequency of many surgical procedures-up to tenfold
variation per hundred thousand people between differentareas in the numbers of hysterectomies,
prostatectomies, and tonsillectomies.

To support a conclusion that much of the variation is due to unnecessary surgical procedures, it would be most
important to establish which of the following?

(A) A local board of review at each hospital examines the records of every operation to determine whether the
surgical procedure was necessary.

(B) The variation is unrelated to factors (other than the surgical procedures themselves) that influencethe
incidence of diseases for which surgery might be considered.

(C) There are several categories of surgical procedure (other than hysterectomies, prostatectomies, and
tonsillectomies) that are often performed unnecessarily.

(0) For certain surgical procedures, it is difficult to determine after the operation whether the procedures
were necessary or whether alternative treatment would have succeeded.

(E) With respect to howoften theyare performed unnecessarily, hysterectomies, prostatectomies, and
tonsillectomies are representative of surgical procedures in general.

Argument Construct ion

Situation The frequency of certain surgical procedures, e.g., hysterectomies, prostatec tomies,
and ton sillectomies, vari es dramati cally by geographical region. It may be possible to
conclude th at th e di sparity is to a large extent th e result of the performance of
unnecessary surgeries.

Reasoning What addit ional information must be true [or th is conclusion to hold? Is it possible th at
different factor s in different regions might reason ably account for the variation?
Diseases or medical conditions for which these surgical procedures are appropriate
might be mo re com mon in one geographical area than another. Unless the possibility
of such geographical varia tions in the inc idence of pert ine nt medical condi tions is
rul ed out, it would be risky to conclude th at the variation is attributable to unnecessary
surgica l pro cedures.

A This statement undermines such a conclusion since it cites a process in place for preventing or
reducin g unnecessary pro cedures.

B C orrect. This stateme nt suggests the geographical variation is not due to vari ation s in incidence
of certain di seases-and by eliminat ing this possibility, it helps to support th e cla im that
unnecessary surger ies are being performed in some places.

C Th e argument is concerned only w ith hysterectomies, prostatectomies, an d ton sillectomies; other
surgical pro cedure s are irrelevan t .

D This in form ation ind icates that there is a fuzzy line d ividing necessary from unnecessary
surgeries- but this would apply in every place , not just in some; so it provides no sup port for the
intended conclusion.

E The argument involves only the three k ind s of surgery cited in th e passage , so this stateme nt is
irrelevant to th e conclusion.

The correct answer is B .

207



The Off icial Guide fo r GMAT®Verbal Review 2nd Edition

56. Gortland has long been narrowly self-sufficient in both grain and meat. However, as per capita income in
Gortland has risen toward the world average, per capita consumption of meat has also risen toward the world
average, and it takes several pounds of grain to produce one pound of meat. Therefore, since per capita income
continues to rise, whereas domestic grain productionwill not increase, Gortlandwill soon have to import either
grain or meat or both.

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends?

(Al The total acreage devoted to grain production in Gortlandwill not decrease substantially.

(8 ) The population of Gortland has remained relatively constant during the country's years of growing
prosperity.

(e) The per capita consumption of meat in Gortland is roughly the same across all income levels.

(0) InGortland, neither meatnor grain is subject to government price controls.

(El People in Gortland who increase their consumption of meat will not radica lly decrease their consumption
of grain.

Argument Construction

Situation A country previously self-sufficient in grain and meat will soo n have to import one or
th e other or both because its consumption of meat has risen as per capita income has
risen. It takes several pounds of grain to produce one pound of meat.

Reasoning What condit ions must be t ruefOr the conclusion to be t rue? Meat cons umption is rising.
What about grain con sumption? A sharp reduction in the am ount of grain directly
consumed by meat eaters could compensate for increased meat consumption, making
the conclusion false. If people did radically decrease their grain consumption, it might
not be necessary to import grain or meat. Since the argument concludes that th e
imp orts are necessary, it assumes tha t direct consumption of grain by those wh o begin
to eat meat wi ll no t plunge .

A The argument makes no assumption s about th e acreage devoted to grain; it assumes only tha t the
demand for grain will rise.

B The argument is based on rising per capita income, no t population levels.

C The argument involves only meat consumption in general, not its di stribution by income level.

D Since the argument doe s not refer to pr ice controls, it cannot depend on an assumption about
th em.

E Correct. This statement properly identifies the assumption that th ose wh o begin to eat meat do
not then greatly decrease their direct consumption of grains.

The correct answer is E .
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57. Meteorite explosions in the Earth's atmosphere as large as the one that destroyed forests in Siberia, with
approximately the force of a twelve-megaton nuclear blast, occur about once a century.

The response of highly automated systems controlled by complex computer programs to unexpected
circumstances is unpredictable.

Which of the following conclusions can most properly be drawn , if the statements above are true, about a highly
automated nuclear-missile defense system controlled by a complex computer program?

(A) With in a century after its construction, the system would react inappropriately and mightaccidentally start
a nuclearwar.

(B) The system would be destroyed if an explosion of a large meteorite occurred in the Earth's atmosphere.

(e) It would be impossible for the system to distinguish the explosion of a large meteorite from the explosion
of a nuclear weapon.

(0) Whether the system would respond inappropriately to the explosion of a large meteorite would depend on
the location of the blast.

(E) It is not certain what the system's response to the explosion of a large meteorite would be, if its designers
did not plan for such a contingency.

Argument Construction

A meteorite explosion equivalent to a nuclear blast occurs approximately once a
century. A utomated systems, cont rolled by computer programs, respond to une xpected
occur rences unpredictably.

Wh at conclusion can be drawn about such a highly automated deftnse system ? The response
of the system to un expected circumstances is unpredictable, which means that no reliable
information is available about how the system would resp ond to such unexpected
circums tances , that is, to an even t that the system wa s not designed to h andle.

A Th e fact that the system's response would be unpredictable does not justify a prediction that such
a response would actually be inappropriate; it cou ld ju st as well be appropriate. Neither are we
told whethe r any particular mete orite event would produce such un exp ected circumstances.

B The pre mi ses offer no evidence that the system would be de stroyed.

C Th e given information does not tell us whether a system could be de signed to di stinguish
between a nucl ear blast and a meteorite explosion .

D No information is given in the two premi ses about how th e location of the explosion would affect
the system.

E Correct. This statement properly identifies the conclusion that the system's response to a meteorite
explosion would be un certain if the system had not been designed to handle such an event.

The correct answer is E.
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58. If there is an oil-supply disruption resulting in higher international oil prices, domestic oil prices in open-market
countries such as the United Stateswill rise aswell , whether such countries import all or none of their oil.

If the statement above concerning oil-supply disruptions is true, which of the following policies in an open-market
nation is most likely to reduce the long-term economic impact on that nation of sharp and unexpected increases
in international oil prices?

(A) Maintaining the quantity of oil imported at constant yearly levels

(B) Increasing the number of oil tankers in its fleet

(e) Suspending diplomatic relations with major oil-producing nations

(D) Decreasing oil consumption through conservation

(E) Decreasing domestic production of oil

Evaluati on of a Plan

International oil price s rise when a disruption in the oil supply occurs ; in th is event ,
open-ma rket countries experience a rise in dome stic oil prices, even if the y do not
imp ort any oil.

Wha t policy will reduce the econom ic impact ofoil price increasest A ll open-market
countries experience a rise in oil prices, even when they do not imp ort oil. Thus
importing oil is not the issue. A nation can soften the impact of price hikes by using
less oil because decreasing oil consumption would decre ase the need to purchase oil at
increased prices; conservation is a way to lower consumption.

A Not all countries import oil; for those th at do, maintaining the level of oil imp orts when prices
increa se would not soften the econom ic impact of the price increases.

B The number of oil tankers is irrelevant to the effect on the economy.

C The diplomatic relationship between countries is irrele vant to th e effect on th e economy.

D Correct. Conserv at ion suggests smaller energy consumption and more efficient use of energy
without curtailing necessary economic activity. Such a mea sure would help reduce the economi c
impact of increases in oil price s.

E Decreasing domestic oil production would on ly make the situation worse .

The correct answer is D .
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59. Boreal owls range over a much larger area than do other owls of similar size. The reason for this behavior is
probably that the small mammals on which owls feed are especially scarce in the forests where boreal owls live,
and the relative scarcity of preyrequires the owls to range more extensively to find sufficient food.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to confirm the explanation above?

(A) Some boreal owls range over an area eight times largerthan the area over which any other owl of similar
size ranges.

(8) Boreal owls range over larger areas in regions where food of the sort eaten by small mammals is sparse
than theydo in regionswhere such food is abundant.

(e) After their young hatch, boreal owls must hunt more often than before in order to feed both themselves
and their newly hatched young.

(0) Sometimes individual boreal owls hunt near a single location for many weeks at a time and do not range
farther than a few hundred yards.

(E) The boreal owl requires less food, relative to its weight, than is required by members of other owl species.

A rgument Eva luation

The small mammals on which owls prey are relatively scarce in the forest s where
boreal owls live. That is why boreal owls range more extensively than do other,
similarly sized owls in search of food.

Which choice, iftrue, would most help confirm the proposed explanation? One way to

confirm an explanation is by finding further information that one would expect to be
true if the explanation is valid. If the explanation in the passage is valid, then one
would expect that variations in the population density of available small -animal prey
for boreal owls would be accompanied by variations in the ranges of the boreal owls.
Naturally the population density of available small-animal prey is likely to be affected
by how plentiful food is for those small animals.

A The comparison between different gro ups of boreal owls is not relevant to the comparison
between boreal owls and other owls.

B Correct. This indicates that abundance of food for the boreal owls' small-animal prey in an area
(and therefore abundance of small animals in that area) correlates with a smaller range for the
boreal owls there. This strengthens the proposed explanation.

C This option concerns a correlation between owls' need for food and the frequency with which
owls hun t, whereas the phenomenon described in the passage 'and the proposed explanation have
to do with the range over which owls hunt.

D If one were to assume that boreal owls never hunt near a single location for weeks, that would in
no way undermine the proposed explanation.

E If anything, this option tends to undermine the proposed explanation, because it suggests the
possibility that boreal owls need not make up for the relative scarcity of prey in their habitats by
ranging over larger areas.

The correct answer is B.
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60. The tobacco industry is still profitable and projections are that it will remain so. In the United States this year,
the total amountof tobacco sold by tobacco farmers has increased, even though the number of adults who
smoke has decreased.

Each of the following, if true, could explain the simultaneous increase in tobacco sales and decrease in the
number of adults who smoke EXCEPT:

(A) During this year, the number of women who have begun to smoke is greater than the number of men who
have quit smoking.

(8) The number of teenage children who have begun to smoke this year is greaterthan the number of adults
who have quit smoking during the same period.

(C) During this year, thenumber of nonsmokers who have begun to use chewing tobacco or snuff is greater
than the number of people who have quit smoking.

(D) The people who have continued to smoke consume more tobacco per person than theydid in the past.

(E) More of the cigarettes made in the United States this yearwere exported to other countries than was the
case last year.

Argument Construction

Situation The number of adult A mericans who smo ke has decreased , but th e amount of tobacco
sold has increased.

Reasoning Which p oint does NOT help exp lain the apparent discrepancy betw een the decrease in adult
smokers and the increase in tobacco sales? M any possible explanat ions exist: an increase in
teenage smokers, tobacco's use in products th at are not smoked, increased consumption
by the rem ain ing smokers, an increa se in tobacc o exports, and so on. To an swer thi s
question , use the process of elimination to find the cho ice that doe s NOT provide an
explanation.

A Correct. Th is inform at ion is compatible with an overall decrease in adult smokers but also with
an overall increase in adult smokers. How many new male smo kers were there? How many women
quit smo king? We are not told-so th e information provided in this choice cannot explai n th e
overall decrease in adult smokers. But since it is compatible with an overall decrease, it is not a
sufficient explanation of increased tobacco sales.

B A rise in teenager smokers would offset the decline in adult smokers and so could explain the
paradox.

C Rising tobacco sales despite a decrease in smokers could be explained by an increase in th e use of
snuff and chewing tobacco by nonsmokers.

D Even though there are now fewer smokers, if these remaining smokers smoked substantially
more , then the rise in tobacco sales could be explained.

E Rising exports could explain rising tobacco sales at a time when fewer adult Americans smoke.

The correct answer is A.
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61. A milepost on the towpath read "21" onthe side facing the hiker as she approached it and "23" on its back. She
reasoned that the nextmilepostforward on the path would indicate that she was halfway between one end of
the path and the other. However, the milepost one mile further on read "20" facing her and "24" behind.

Which of the following, if true, would explain the discrepancy described above?

(A) The numbers on the next mileposthad been reversed.

(8) The numbers on the mileposts indicate kilometers, not miles.

(e) The facing numbers indicate miles to the end of the path, not miles from the beginning.

(O) A milepost was missing between the two the hiker encountered.

(E) The mileposts had originally been put in place for the use of mountain bikers, not for hikers.

Argument Construction

Situation

Reasoning

A hiker sees a milepost marked 21 on one side and 23 on the ot her. She expects the
next mi lepost to read 22 on both sides. However, the actual sign says 20 and 24.

Wha t explains the discrepancy? The hiker assumes that the number facing her is the
distance she has trave led from her journey's beginning and that the other number is
the distance to her journey's end . That is, at the first milepost she bel ieves she has
come 21 mile s and has 23 miles left to go. In fact , the numbers are actually the reverse
of her reasoning. At the second milepost she has 20 miles left to go and has come
24 miles.

A Reversing the numbers would not make any difference; according to th e hiker's (incorrect)
reasoning, both numbers would be 22.

B What unit of measurement is used is irrele vant to the hiker's misinterpretation of th e milepos ts.

C Correct. 'This statement resolves the discrepancy between the true mean ing of the mileposts and
the hiker's expectation about them by showing how the hiker misinterpreted th e mileposts.

D A missing milepost would not expla in the di screpancy. If there had been a missing milepost with
22 on each side , its discrepancy with the 20/24 milepost would also need explanation .

E The numbers are measures of distance, not tim e, so the mode of transportation is irrelevant.

Th e correct answer is C.
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62. In response to viral infection, the immune systems of mice typically produce antibodies that destroy the virus by
binding to proteins on its surface. Mice infected with a herpesvirus generally develop keratitis, a degenerative
disease affecting part of the eye. Since proteins on the surface of cells in this part of the eye closely resemble
those on the herpesvirus surface, scientists hypothesize that these cases of keratitis are caused by antibodies
to herpesvirus.

Which of the following, if true, gives the greatest additional supportto the scientists' hypothesis?

(A) Other types of virus have surface proteins that closely resemble proteins found in various organs of mice.

(8) There are mice that are unable to form antibodies in response to herpes infections, and these mice
contract herpes at roughly the same rate as other mice.

(e) Mice that are infected with a herpesvirus but do not develop keratitis produce as many antibodies as
infected mice that do develop keratitis.

(D) There are mice that areunable to form antibodies in response to herpes infections, and these mice
survive these infections without ever developing keratitis.

(E) Mice that have never been infected with a herpesvirus can sometimes develop keratitis.

Argument Evaluation

Scient ists hypothesize th at the reason most mice infected with a herpesviru s develop
keratitis, a degene rative eye disease, is because the antibodies from th e mouse's
immune system attack protein s on the eye's surface by mistake. Thi s is because
proteins in certain eye cells closely resemble the virus proteins that antibodies at tack.

Which option , if t rue, would p rov ide the g reatest additional supp ort fo r the scienti sts'
hypothesis attempting to explain w hy kerat it is occurs?When x is thought to cause y , it is
important to consider whether y occurs even when x is absent: if it doe s not , that
streng thens the notion that x is causing y in those cases where they occur together. If
the scientists' hypothesis is correct , and the antibodies produced by the mice 's immune
systems to combat th e herpesvirus are causing the keratitis, we sho uld not expect to

find keratitis in herpes-infected mice whose immune systems are not producing those
antibodies. Thus, the scientists' hypothesis is supported by th e finding that herpes
infected mice that do not produce antibodies do not develop keratitis.

A The issue at hand concerns only the herpesvirus, so this choice is of little, if any, relevan ce.

B Thi s finding has no bearin g on the hypothesis, for it concerns merely the connection between th e
antibod ies and the development of the herpesvirus disease, whereas the hypothesis concerns th e
connection between th e ant ibodies and the development of keratitis.

C This finding, if anyth ing, undermi nes th e hypothesis, for if antibod ies produced in response to
th e herpesvirus were indeed causing th e keratitis, one would expec t that at least in some of th e
cases in which mice with herpesvirus do not develop keratitis it is because they are deficien t in
ant ibodies to the virus.

D Correct. The fact that herp es-infected mice that are unable to develop antibodies against herp es
do not get keratitis confirms the scientists' hypothesis.

E Thi s finding does not support th e hypothesis and may in fact mildly weaken it, for it suggests that
keratitis in herpes-infected mice may be unrelated to the organism's response to th e virus.

The correct answer is D.
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63. Traditionally, decision making by managers that is reasoned step-by-step has been considered preferable to
intuitive decision making. However, a recent study found that top managers used intuition significantly more than
did most middle- or lower-level managers. This confirms the alternative view that intuition is actually more
effective than careful, methodical reasoning.

The conclusion above is based on which of the following assumptions?

(A) Methodical, step-by-step reasoning is inappropriate for making many real-life managementdecisions.

(8) Top managers have the abi lity to use either intuitive reasoning or methodical, step-by-step reasoning in
making decisions.

(e) The decisions made by middle- and lower-level managers can be made as easilyby using methodical
reasoning as by using intuitive reasoning.

(0) Top managers use intuitive reasoning in making the majority of their decisions.

(E) Top managers are more effective at decision making than midd le- or lower-level managers.

Argument Constr uct ion

Situation

Reasoning

Intuition, used significantly more by top managers than by middle- or lower-l evel
man agers, is found to be more effective than step-by-step reasoning in making
decision s.

What assumpt ion does the argument make? The study shows that top managers use
intuition more in deci sion making than the other managers do. The conclusion is then
drawn that intuition is more effective. But the stated premises on th eir ow n provide
inadequate support for the conclusion, so it is reasonable to th ink that the argument
mu st be based on an un stated assumption , such as the assumption that top managers,
when employing intuitive deci sion making, make more effective decisions th an
middle- and lower-level manager s. Without some such assumption, the argument
fails.

A While th e argument is consi stent with this idea, the inappropriateness of step-by-step reasoning
is not assumed.

B Top managers' ability to switch decision methods doe s not help to show that one method is better
th an th e other.

C The effectiveness of deci sion-making methods, not th e ease with which the method s are applied,
is the subject of the argument.

D 111e argument would not necessarily fail if someth ing incompatible with this statement were
assumed- for example, if it were assumed that top manager s use intuition only in halfof the ir
decisions. Thus th is sta tement doe s not have to be assumed. Moreover, even if this statement were
to be added as an assumption to the stated premises, the support for th e conclusion would still be
inadequate unless some additional assumption were made.

E Correct. This is the best choice for the missing assumption. Without some such assumption, th e
argument would fail.

The correct answer is E.
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64. High levels of fertilizer and pesticides, needed when farmers try to produce high yields of the same crop year
after year, pollute water supplies. Experts therefore urge farmers to diversify their crops and to rotate their
plantings yearly.

To receive governmental price-supportbenefits for a crop, farmers must have produced that same crop for the
past several years.

The statements above, if true, best support which of the following conclusions?

(Al The rules for governmental support of farm prices work against efforts to reduce water pollution.

(B) The only solution to the problem of water pollution from fertilizers and pesticides is to take farmland out of
production.

(e) Farmers can continue to make a profit by rotating diverse crops, thus reducing costs for chemicals, but
not by planting the same crop each year.

(D) New farming techniques will be developed to make it possible for farmers to reduce the application of
fertilizers and pesticides.

(E) Governmental price supports for farm products are set at levels that are not high enough to allowfarmers
to get out of debt.

Argument Const ruct ion

Situati on Farmers are urged to rotate crops annually because th e chemicals th ey must use when
continuing to produce the same crop s pollute water supplies. On the other hand,
farmers may receive federal price-support ben efits only if they have been producing
th e same crop for the past several years.

Reasoning What conclusion can be drawnfrom this information? Farmers wish to receive the price
support benefits offered by the govern me nt, so th ey grow the same crop for several
years. In order to continue get ting goo d yields, th ey use the high levels of chemicals
necessary when the same crop is grown from year to year. The result is water pollution.
The govern ment's rule s for price-support benefits work aga inst th e efforts to reduce
water pollution .

A Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies the conclusion supported by th e evidence.

B The experts cited in th e passage believe that the rotation of crops is the solut ion, not the removal
of farmland from production.

C The conclusion that farmers cannot make a profit by producing th e same crop year after year is
not justified by the information given in the prem ises. The information given sugg ests that th is
conclusion would actually be false, since the se far mers wou ld benefit by price-support mea sures
for such a crop.

D No inform ation in the passage supports a conclu sion about farming techniques other th an crop
diversification and rotation , whi ch are clearly existing farming techniques and not new or yet to
be developed .

E Thi s conclusion is unwarranted because there is no information in the two statements about the
levels of th e pr ice supports and of the farmers' debts.

The correct answer is A.
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65. Which of the following most logically completes the argument?

Utrania was formerly a majorpetroleum exporter, but in recent decades economic stagnation and restrictive
regulations inhibited investment in new oil fields. In consequence, Utranian oil exports dropped steadily as old
fields became depleted. Utrania's currently improving economic situation, together with less-restrictive
regulations, will undoubtedly result in the rapid development of new fields. However, it would be premature to
conclude that the rapid development of new fields will result in higheroil exports, because _ _ .

(A) the price of oil is expected to remain relatively stable over the next several years

(B) the improvement in the economic situation in Utrania is expected to result in a dramatic increase in the
proportion of Utranians who own automobiles

(e) most of the investment in new oil fields in Utrania is expected to come from foreign sources

(D) new technology is available to recover oil from old oil fields formerly regarded as depleted

(El many of the new oil fields in Utrania are likely to be as productive as those that were developed during the
period when Utrania was a major oil exporter

Argument Co nstruction

A country that had been a majo r oil exporter has seen its exports decl ine in recent
deca des due to economic stagnation, a failure to invest in new fields, and th e steady
depletion of its old fields. But looser regulations and an improving economy will bring
rapid development of new oil fields in the cou nt ry.

Which ifthe options would most logically comp lete the argument? The passage describes
th e conditions th at led to Utrania's no longer being a major oil exporter: a lack of
investment in new oil fields due to a stag nant economy and restrictive regulations. The
passage then says that du e to changed regulatory and economic condition s, th ere will
now be rapid development of new oil fields. Nonetheless, this might not bring about
an increase in Utrania's oil exports. To logic ally complete the argu ment, one must
explain how oil exp orts might not increase even when the condition tha t led to
decreased oil exports has been rem oved . Suppose there were an increase in domestic
oil con sumption . A dr am atic increase in the rate of car ow nership in U trania could
reasonably be expe cted to significantly increa se domestic oil con sumption, which
could eat up the added oil production from the new fields.

A This cho ice is incorrec t. There is no reason why stable oil prices sho uld prevent Utrani a's oil
expo rts from increasing.

B Correct. A n increase in car ownership would increase Utrania's oil consumption- and this
supports the claim th at oil exp orts might not increase.

C If anything , this suggests that oil exports should increase. So it would not be a good choice for
completio n of the argument.

D The advent of new technology allowing oil to be extracted from fields previously th ought to be
depleted would mean that there is even mo re reason to think that Utrania's oil exports wi ll
increase.

E This does not help to explain why exports would not increase. On the contrary, it suggests th at
th e new fields will lead to increased exports.

The correct answer is B.
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66. Hardin argued that grazing land held in common (that is, open to any user) would always be used less carefully
than private grazing land. Each rancher would be tempted to overuse common land because the benefits would
accrue to the individual, while the costs of reduced land quality that results from overuse would be spread
among all users. Buta study comparing 217million acres of common grazing land with 433 million acres of
private grazing land showed that the common land was in better condition.

The answer to which of the following questions would be most useful in evaluating the significance, in relation to
Hardin's claim, of the study described above?

(A) Did any of the ranchers whose land was studied useboth common and private land?

(B) Did the ranchers whose land was studied tend to prefer using common land over using private land for
grazing?

(C) Was the private land that was studied of comparable quality to the common land before eitherwas used
for grazing?

(D) Were the users of the common land that was studied at leastas prosperous as the users of the private
land?

(E) Were there any owners of herds who used only common land, and no private land, for grazing?

Argument Evaluation

Situation

Reasoning

Hardin claims that common grazing land is used less carefully th an private grazing
land because each rancher trie s to get the most benefit from the common land , th us
overusing it. Contrary to this claim , a study comparing common grazing land with
private grazing land found th e common land to be in better condit ion.

What other information might be useful in e·valuating the study? The study finds th at
common grazing land was in better condition than private grazing land, which seems
to undermine Hardin's argument. To decide whether the study find ing really
undermines the argument, we need to ask whether th e comparison between th e
common and the private grazing land was sound. In determining this, we need to
know, not just how the lands compared after grazing use, but also how the lands
compared before that use. For example, the private land may have been greatly inferior
to the public land even before grazing began. If this were the case, the comparison
providing the study finding would have been invalid , and the study finding would not
succeed in undermining Hardin's argument.

A It doe s not matter whether ranchers used one or both type s oflands; only the relative condition of
the two kinds of lands matters.

B The ranchers' preferences are not being questioned.

C Correct. This question raises the issue ofwhether the study finding was based on a valid
comparison ofl ike with like.

D The prosperity of the ranchers is irrelevant to the condition of the two type s of grazing land s.

E It does not matter if some ranchers used only com mon lands because it is the relative condition of
the lands that is importan t.

The correct answer is C.
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67. A compelling optical illusion called the illusion of velocity and size makes objects appear to be moving more
slowly the larger the objects are. Therefore, a motorist's estimate of the time available for crossing a highway
with a small car approaching is bound to be lower than it would be with a large truck approaching.

The conclusion above would be more properly drawn if it were made clear that the

(Al truck's speed is assumed to be lower than the car's

(8l truck's speed is assumed to be the same as the car's

(C) truck's speed is assumed to be higher than the car's

(Dl motorist's estimate of time available is assumed to be more accurate with cars approaching than with
trucks approaching

(El motorist's estimate of time available is assumed to be more accurate with trucks approaching than with
cars approaching

Argument Construction

An optical illusion makes objects appear to be moving more slowly the larger they are.
It is concluded that a driver's estimate of the time available to cross a highway is lower
with a small car approaching than with a large truck approaching.

What underlying assump tion is made in the reasoning? From the given premise about th e
optical illusion, we can infer that, to a motorist crossing a highway, a car actually
approaching at 60 miles an hour seems significantly faster th an a large truck th at is
approaching at the same speed . The motorist's estimate of time available to cross will
thus be larger for the tr uck than tor the car. The assumption stated here, but not stated
in the passage, is that the car and truck are approaching at the sam e speed.

A If the truck is moving more slowly than the car, then th e dri ver 's perception is accura te, and not
affected by the optical illu sion.

B Correct. 1his statement properly identifies an assumption implicit in the reasoning.

C If the truck is moving faster than th e car, the mo torist might judge that the two vehicl es were
moving at th e same speed- or even that the truck was moving faster.

D It doe s not matter tor which type of vehicle the driver's estimate oflead time is more accurate;
this assumption is not helpful in explain ing the conclusion that the illusion makes larger objects
appear to be moving more slowly than sma ll objects.

E Thi s contradicts information in the passage indicating that the larger the vehicle, the larger the
distortion in the perceived speed.

The correct answer is B .
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68. Manufacturers sometimes discount the price of a product to retailers for a promotion period when the product
is advertised to consumers. Such promotions often result in a dramatic increase in amount of product sold by
themanufacturers to retailers. Nevertheless, the manufacturers could often make more profit by not holding the
promotions.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the claim above about the manufacturers' profit?

(A) The amount of discount generally offered by manufacturers to retailers is carefully calculated to represent
the minimum needed to draw consumers' attention to the product.

(8) For many consumer products the period of advertising discounted prices to consumers is abouta week,
not sufficiently long for consumers to become used to the sale price.

(e ) For products that are not newly introduced, the purpose of such promotions is to keep the products in the
minds of consumers and to attract consumers who are currently using competing products.

(D) During such a promotion retailers tend to accumulate in their warehouses inventory bought at discount;
they then sell much of it later at their regular price.

(E) If a manufacturer fails to offer such promotions but its competitor offers them, that competitorwill tend to
attract consumers away from the manufacturer's product.

Argument Construction

During promotion peri ods, manufacturers discount prices and dramatically increase
th e amount of product sold to retailers. H owever, manufacturers might make more
profit wi tho ut th e promotions.

H ow couldpromotion periods cut prrifits? It is stated that promotion periods result in
increased pro duct sales to retailers. H ow could such sales decrease th e manu facturers'
potential profit s? If retailers buy more than they can sell during the promotion period,
they will store the sur plus in warehouses and sell it later at the regu lar price.
M anufacture rs lose th eir normal profits on these sales; moreover, the manufacturer
will not be fillin g orders while the sur plus exists. The resulting losses may be greater
th an any ga ins from increasing sales or winning new customers during the brie f
promot ion period .

A Calculating th e minimum amount of discount should lead to greater profit for manufacturers,
so this statement doe s not explain the potentia l loss of profit.

B The brevity of the promotion period favors manufacturers because consum ers do not become
accustomed to th e lower price.

C A ttracting customers' attention should contribute to high er, not lower, profit.

D Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a factor th at streng thens the argument.

E Since the failure to offer promotions results in loss of customers to competitors, this statement
shows that manufacturers ga in by promotions .

The correct answer is D.

220



4.6 Critical Reasoning Answer Explanations

69. When people evade income taxes by not declaring taxable income, a vicious cycle results. Tax evasion forces
lawmakers to raise income tax rates, which causes the tax burden on nonevading taxpayers to become heavier.
This, in turn, encourages even more taxpayers to evade income taxes by hiding taxable income.

The vicious cycle described above could not resultunless which of the following were true?

(A) An increase in tax rates tends to function as an incentive for taxpayers to try to increase their pretax
incomes.

(8) Some methods for detecting tax evaders, and thus recovering some tax revenue lost through evasion,
bring in more than theycost, but their success rate varies from year to year.

(C) When lawmakers establish income tax rates in order to generate a certain level of revenue, they do not
allow adequately for revenue that will be lost through evasion.

(D) No one who routinely hides some taxable income can be induced by a lowering of tax rates to stop hiding
such income unless fines for evaders are raised at the same time.

(E) Taxpayers do not differ from each otherwith respect to the rate of taxation that will cause them to evade
taxes.

Argument Construction

Situation

Reasoning

When some people evade income taxes by hiding taxable income, income tax rates
must be raised, placing a heavier tax burden on honest taxpayers. The higher rate, in
turn, encourages more people to conceal taxable income.

What must be true in orderfor this cycle to occur?Consider the factors that are assumed to
drive this cycle. It is said that tax evasion forces legislative increases in tax rates to cover
the loss of tax revenues. This would be true only iflawmakers, when considering what
income tax rates to establish, had failed to sufficiently take into account the amount of
revenue that would inevitably be lost to evasion.

A Any incentive to increase pretax incomes would counter the reported tendency to conceal income
and thus break the cycle.

B Success in detecting tax evaders, no matter how variable or cost-effective, inhibits tax evasion and
breaks the cycle.

C Correct. This statement properly identifies the argument's underlying assumption that lawmakers
fail to consider the revenue lost to evasion when they determine tax rates, forcing the increased
tax rates that drive the cycle.

D Higher fines deter evaders and thus break the cycle.

E 'This is not an assumption of the argument. If it were true, the cycle could never get started.
Either everyone would evade taxes or no one would.

The correct answer is C.
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70. Plantings of cotton bioengineered to produce its own insecticide against bollworms, a major cause of crop
failure, sustained little bollworm damage until this year. This year the plantings are being seriously damaged by
bollworms. Bollworms, however, are not necessarily developing resistance to the cotton's insecticide. Bollworms
breed on corn, and lastyear more corn than usual was planted throughout cotton-growing regions. So it is likely
that the cotton is simply being overwhelmed by corn-bred bollworms.

In evaluating the argument, whichof the following would it be most useful to establish?

(Al Whether corn could be bioengineered to produce the insecticide

(Bl Whether plantings of cotton that does not produce the insecticide are suffering unusually extensive
damage from bollworms this year

(C) Whether other crops that have been bioengineered to produce their own insecticide successfully resist the
pests against which the insecticide was to protect them

(D) Whether plantings of bioengineered cotton are frequently damaged by insect pests other than bollworms

(El Whetherthere are insecticides that can be used against bollworms that have developed res istance to the
insecticide produced by the bioengineered cotton

Argume nt Evaluat ion

Situation

Reasoning

Although plantings of cotton bioengineered to produce an insecticide to combat
bollworms were little damaged by the pests in previou s years, they are being severely
damaged this year. Since the bollworms breed on corn, and there has been more corn
planted this year in cotton-growing areas, the cotton is probably being overwhelmed
by the corn-bred bollworms.

In evaluating the argument, which question w ould it be most useful to have answered?The
argument states that the bioengineered cotton crop failures this year (1) have likely been
due to the increased corn plantings and (2) not due to the pests having developed a
resistance to the insecticide . This also implie s (3) that the failure s are not due to some
third factor.
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It would be useful to kn ow how the bioengineered cotton is farin g in comparison to the rest of th is
year's cotton crop. If the bioengineered cotton is farin g better against the boltworms, that fact would
support the argument because it would suggest that the insecticide is still combating bollworms. If, on
the other hand, the bioengineered cotton is being more severely ravaged by bollworms than is other
cotton, that suggests that there is some third cause that is primarily at fault .

A Thi s would probably be useful information to those trying to alleviate the bollworm problem in
bioengineered cotton. But whether such corn could be developed has no bearing on what is
causing the bioengineered cotton to be damaged by bollworms this year.

B Correct. If bollworm damage on non-bioengineered cotton is worse than usual thi s year, then
bollworm infestation in general is simply worse than usual, so pesticide resistance doe s not need
to be invoked to explain the bollworm at tacks on the bioengineered cotton.

e Even if other crops that have been bioengineered to resist pests have not successfully resisted
them, that fact would not mean that the same is true of this cotton. Furthermore, the fact s
alread y suggest that the bioengineered cotton has resisted bollworms.

D Whether other types of pests often damage bioengineered cotton has no bearing on why
bollworms are damaging this type of cotton more this year than in the past.

E This, too, might be useful information to those trying to alleviate the bollworm problem in
bioengineered cotton, but it is not particularly useful in evaluating the argument. Even if there are
pesticides that could be used against bollworms that have developed resistance to the insecticide of
the bioengineered cotton, that does not mean that such pesticides are being used thi s year.

The correct answer is B.



4.6 Crit ical Reasoning A nswer Expl anations

71. Because postage rates are rising, Home Decorator magazine plans to maximize its profits by reducing by
one-half the number of issues it publishes each year. The quality of articles, the number of articles published
per year, and the subscription pricewill not change. Market research shows that neither subscribers nor
advertisers will be lost if the magazine's plan is instituted.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest evidence that the magazine's profits are likely to decline if
the plan is instituted?

(A) With the new postage rates, a typical issue under the proposed plan would cost about one-third more to
mail than a typical current issue would.

(8) The majority of the magazine's subscribers are less concerned abouta possible reduction in the quantity
of the magazine's articles than about a possible loss of the current high quality of its articles.

(e) Many of the magazine's long-time subscribers would continue their subscriptions even if the subscription
price were increased.

(D) Mostof the advertisers that purchase advertising space in the magazine will continue to spend the same
amount on advertising per issue as theyhave in the past.

(El Production costs for the magazine are expected to remain stable.

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation In the face of rising postage costs, a magazine decides to cut in half the number of
issues it publishes a year, though the quality and quantity of the articles as well as the
subscription price will remain the same. Market research indicates that this plan will
not cost the magazine any subscribers or advertisers.

Reasoning How might the plan causeprofits to decline?The magazine plans to maximize profits by
reducing costs . What could lead to lower profits despite lower costs? Profits could
decline if revenue is lost-and revenue will be lost if advertisers spend the same
amount on advertising per issue when the number of issues is reduced by half
Therefore, the advertising revenues will be cut in half and a significant decline in
profits is likely to result.

A If the number of issues is cut in half and the postage rate per issue goes up by a third, then
mailing costs still go down. This statement does not suggest that the plan will cause a decline in
profits .

B Th is statement is irrelevant to the magazine's profitability given the stated point that the quantity
and quality of articles will not change.

C The passage says that the subscription price will not increase under the plan, so this statement
provides no useful evidence.

D Correct. This statement properly identifies evidence of a flaw in the plan. While market research
shows that advertisers will not be lost, this statement shows that a significant amount of
advertising will be lost.

E Stable production costs would not lead to a decline in profits.

The correct answer is D.

223



Situatio n

Reasoning

The Official Guide for GMAT'"Verbal Review 2nd Edition

72. A discount retailer of basic household necessities employs thousands of people and pays most of them at the
minimum wage rate. Yet following a federally mandated increase of the minimum wage rate that increased the
retailer's operating costs considerably, the retailer's profits increased markedly.

Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent paradox?

(Al Over halfof the retailer's operatingcosts consist of payroll expenditures; yet only a small percentage of
those expenditures go to pay management salaries.

(8) The retailer's customer base is made upprimarily of people who earn, or who depend on the earnings of
others who earn, the minimum wage.

(e) The retailer 's operating costs, other than wages, increased substantially after the increase in the minimum
wage rate went into effect.

(0) When the increase in the minimum wage rate went into effect, the retailer also raised the wage rate for
employees who had been earningjust above minimum wage.

(E) Themajority of the retailer's employees workas cashiers, and most cashiers are paid the minimum wage.

Argument Evaluation

A discount retailer of household necessities pays the minimum wage to most of its
employees. When the minimum wage rate went up, the retailer's operating costs rose.
H owever, its profit s also rose.

What information helps exp lain theparadoxical sit uat ion that the retailer'sprofits roseeve n
though its costs rose?Consider the nature of the cost increase: wages have gone up. If the
retailer's customer base includes many people who earn minimum wage, their buying
power has risen with the minimum wage and the y can spend more. Thi s would
explain the rise in profits.

A Thi s statement helps explain the impact of the wage-rate increase on costs but does not explain
how rising costs could lead to profits.

B Correct. This statement properly explains the sur prising impact of the wage-rate increase on
profits.

C If the retailer's other costs also rose, then the paradox of th e retailer's profit s is even more
mysterious.

D Increasing other wages contributes to even higher operating costs; there is no information to
explain how higher costs could lead to profit s.

E Thi s detail about minimum-wage jobs does not explain how the retailer could be gaining profits
when costs are rising.

111e correct answer is B.
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73. The cotton farms of Country Qbecame so productive that the market could not absorb all that theyproduced.
Consequently, cotton prices fell. The government tried to boost cotton prices by offering farmers who took
25 percent of their cotton acreage out of production direct supportpayments up to a specified maximum per
farm.

The government's program, if successful, will not be a net burden on the budget. Which of the following, if true,
is the best basis for an explanation of how this could be so?

(Al Depressed cotton prices meant operating losses for cotton farms, and the government lost revenue from
taxes on farm profits.

(8) Cotton production in several countries other than Qdeclined slightly the yearthat the support-payment
program went into effect in Q.

(C) The first yearthat the support-payment program was in effect, cotton acreage in Q was 5 percent below
its level in the base year for the program.

(D) The specified maximum per farm meantthat for very large cotton farms the support payments were less
per acre for those acres that were withdrawn from production than theywere for smaller farms.

(E) Farmers who wished to qualify for supportpayments could not use the cotton acreage that waswithdrawn
from production to grow any other crop.

Eval uati o n of a Plan

Overproduction of cotton had led to falling prices. To boos t prices, the government
offered direct support payments to farmers who took 25 percent of their cotton acreage
out of production. Surprisingly, this plan, if successful, will not be a net burden on the
budget.

What would explain why theplan will not a net burden? It will not be a net burden only
if as much or more will be added to the budget revenue as the amount paid out in
support payments. What government revenues would account for such an increase in
receipts? If, when cotton prices were falling, the cotton farmers had lower profits, they
were paying lower taxes to the government. When cotton prices increase (because less
cotton is offered in the market) and cotton farmers make grea ter profits, the
government is able to tax those profits. In the program, the increased tax revenue
compensates for the added expenditure.

A Correct. This statement properly explains how no net budget loss would result from the plan.

B The decline in cotton production in other countries does not explain why the program will not be
a net burden on the budget.

C The difference in cotton acreage does not explain how the government can recover the costs of
the di rect-payment plan .

D 1his statement spells out an implication of the plan but does not help to explain how the plan
would not be a net burden on the budget. The passage states that payments are made up to a
specified maximum per farm, which suggests that large farms will get less per acre th an smaller
farms.

E 1his does not help to explain how the plan could fail to produce a net budget loss. It sugges ts that
farmers cannot use the idled land for other revenue-producing activities-so the idled land is
unlikely to be a revenue source for the government budget.

Th e correct answer is A.
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74. A product that represents a clear technological advance over competing products can generally command a
high price. Because technological advances tend to be quick ly surpassed and companies wantto make
large profitswhile they still can, many companies charge the maximum possible price for such a
product. But large profits on the new productwill givecompetitors a strong incentive to quickly match the new
product's capabilities. Consequently, the strategyto maximize overall profit from a new product is to charge
less than the greatestpossible price.

In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles?

(A) The first is a consideration raised to argue that a certain strategy is counterproductive; the second
presents that strategy.

(B) The first is a consideration raised to supportthe strategythat the argument recommends; the second
presents that strategy.

(C) The first is a consideration raised to help explain the popularity of a certain strategy; the second presents
that strategy.

(D) The first is an assumption, rejected by the argument, that has been used to justify a course of action; the
second presents that course of action.

(E) The first is a consideration that has been used to justify adopting a certain strategy; the second presents
the intended outcome of that strategy.

Argument Construction

Often, when a company comes out with an innovative product, it will price the
product as high as it can to maximize profits before the competitors quickly catch up.
But this is not a good strategy because the very high price of the new product only
encourages competitors to match the technological advance more quickly.

Whichoption best describesthe roles that the boldfaceportionsplay in the argument? Thi s type
of item concerns only the argument's structure- the way it is intended to work, not the
quality of the argument or what might strengthen or weaken the argument. So even if a
boldface portion could be used by the argument in a certain way, all that matters is its
actual intended role. The fact that technological advances tend to be quicklysurpassed serves
to partly explain why many companieschargethe maxim um possiblep ricefOrsuch a product.
In other words, the first boldface portion helps explain the popularity of the strategy
presented in the second boldface portion. The conclusion of the argument, however, is
that the strategy exemplified in this latter boldface portion is unwise, so the argument
as a whole opposes that strategy.

A Although the first boldface portion could be used as part of an argument that the strategy
presented in the second boldface portion is counterproductive, that is not how it is used here.
Rather, it immediately follows the word becauseand serves to explain the occurrence ofwhat is
described in the second boldface portion .

B This is clearly wrong because the second boldface portion presents the strategy that the argument
opposes.

C Correct. It is the only choice that is consistent with the analysis of the reasoning presented above.

D The first boldface portion is not an assumption rejected by the argument; rather, it is affirmed in
the argument.

E The argument does not expre ssly claim that the first boldface portion has been used to ju stify the
strategy of setting the price as high as possible, although it implies that this is part of the
justification that those adopting the strategy would give. More clearly, the second boldface
portion does not describ e the intended outcome of the strategy, but rather the means of bringing
about that intended outcome (max imizing profits, by means of h igh prices).
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75. United States hospitals have traditionally relied primarily on revenues from paying patients to offset losses from
unreimbursed care. Almostall payingpatients now rely ongovernmental or private health insurance to pay
hospital bills. Recently, insurers have been strictly limiting whatthey pay hospitals for the care of insured
patients to amounts at or below actual costs.

Which of the following conclusions is best supported by the information above?

(A) Although the advance of technology has made expensive medical procedures available to the wealthy,
such procedures are out of the reach of low-income patients.

(8) If hospitals do not find ways of raising additional income for unreimbursed care, they musteither deny
some of thatcare or suffer losses if they give it.

(e) Some patients have incomes too high for eligibility for governmental health insurance but are unable to
afford private insurance for hospital care.

(D) If the hospitals reduce their costs in providing care, insurance companies will maintain the current level of
reimbursement, thereby providing more funds for unreimbursed care.

(El Even though philanthropic donations have traditionally provided some support for the hospitals, such
donations are at present declining.

Argument Construction

H ospitals have historically used the revenues from paying patients to compensate for
th e cost s of unreimbursed care , and most paying patients rely on insurance to pay the
hospital bills. H owever, health insurers have recently begun to str ictly limit wh at is
paid to the hospitals to amounts at or below the hospital's actual costs.

What conclusion can be drawnfrom the information in thepassage? The passage shows that
with the recent change, paying patients will no longer be helping to cover the costs of
unreimbursed care. What will happen to unreimbursed care? Either the hospit als must
figure out a new way to cover the costs, or th ey must deny care . The only other option
is to suffer th e losses incur red by unreimbursed care.

A The passage does not examine specific med ical procedures, so the conclusion that th ey are
available only to some is not warran ted.

B Correct. This statement properly identifie s a conclusion that can be drawn from the passage.

C The passage does not discuss differences between health insurance plans, so no conclu sion about
them can be drawn.

D The passage states that insurance comp anie s will only reimburse amounts at or below actual costs, so
any reductions in the costs of health care delivery will result in lower reimbursements.

E No information is provided about the role of philan thropic donations, so no conclusion about
them may be drawn.

The correct answer is B.
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76. Generally scientists enter their field with the goal of doing important new research and accept astheir
colleagues those with similar motivation. Therefore, when any scientist wins renown as an expounder of science
to general audiences, most other scientists conclude that this popularizer should no longer be regarded as a
true colleague.

The explanation offered above for the lowesteem in which scientific popularizers are held by research scientists
assumes that

(A) serious scientific research is not a solitary activity, but relies on active cooperation among a group of
colleagues

(8l research scientists tend not to regard ascolleagues those scientists whose renown they envy

(el a scientist can become a famous popularizer withouthaving completed any important research

(Dl research scientists believethat those who arewell known as popularizers of science are not motivated to
do important new research

(El no important new research can be accessible to or accurately assessed by those who are not themselves
scientists

Argument Constructi on

Research scientists desire to do important new research and treat as colleagues just
those who have a similar desire. When a scientist becomes popular among a general
audience for explaining principles of science, other scientists have less esteem for this
popularizer, no longer regarding such a scientist as a serious colleague.

What assumption do research scientists make about scientists w ho become p opulariz ers? The
community of scientists shares a common goal: to do important new research. What
would cause this community to disapprove of a popularizer and to cease to regard th e
popularizer as a colleague? It must be because many scientists believe that becoming a
popularizer is incompatible with desiring to do important new research.

A Many scientists make this assumption, of course-but it is not an assumption on whi ch the
explanation specifically depend s. The explanation concerns the scientists' motivation, not their
style of doing research.

B Thi s statement gives another reason that scientists may reject a popularizer, but because it is not
the reason implied in the passage, it is not assumed.

C Even if thi s is tr ue, it does not address the core issue of the argument: what scientists believe
about the motivation of popularizers.

D Correct. This statement properly identifies an assumption on which the explanation for scientists'
rejection of popularizer s depends.

E The passage is not concerned with whether non scientists can understand new research, but rather
with the beliefs and motivations of scientists who reject popularizers as colleagues.

The correct answer is D.
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77. Country Yuses its scarce foreign-exchange reserves to buy scrap iron for recycling into steel. Although the steel
thus produced earns more foreign exchange than it costs, that policy is foolish . Country V's own territory has
vastdeposits of iron ore, which can be mined with minimal expenditure of foreign exchange.

Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest support for Country V's policy of buying scrap iron abroad?

(A) The price of scrap iron on international markets rose significantly in 1987.

(8) Country Y's foreign-exchange reserves dropped significantly in 1987.

(C) There is virtually no difference in quality between steel produced from scrap iron and that produced from
iron ore.

(D) Scrap iron is now used in the production of roughly halfthe steel used in the world today, and experts
predict that scrap ironwill be used even more extensively in the future.

(El Furnaces that process scrap iron can be builtand operated in Country Ywith substantially less foreign
exchange than can furnaces that process iron ore.

Evaluation of a Plan

Sit uation

Reason ing

A country could mine its vast deposits of iron ore with minimal expenditure of foreign
exchange . Nevertheless, it uses its scarce foreign-exchange reserve s to buy scrap iron
for recycling into steel; this steel earns more foreign exchange th an it costs to produc e.

Which statement supports the policy ifbuying scrap iron abroad? The country is using scant
foreign -exchange reserves to buy scrap iron when it could instead be mining its own
iron ore with minimal expenditure of foreign exchange. But if processing the scrap
iron involves far less expenditure of foreign exchange th an processing the raw iron ore,
the policy is justified.

A A signifi cant increase in the international pr ice of scrap iron would be a reason against th e policy.

B A significant drop in foreign-exchange reserve s means that conserving the reserves is all the more
important, so thi s statement provide s no support for the cur rent policy.

C This statement helps to preempt a possible objection to the present poli cy-nam ely th at steel from
scrap iron is inferior to steel from iron ore. But it equally helps to preempt a possible objection to
changing the present policy-namely that steel from iron ore is inferior to steel from scrap iron. It
therefore provide s no evidence that would weigh distinctly in favor of maintaining the present
policy, as opposed to changing it.

D The increasing use of scrap iron for recycling into steel merely sugg ests th at steel from scrap iron
is an acceptable alternat ive to steel from iron ore. Thi s general claim doe s not address the issue of
whether Country Y's policy involves a prudent use of foreign exchange.

E Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a factor th at supports th e policy.

The correct answer is E.
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78. Which of the following most logically completes the passage?

The figures in portraits by the Spanish painter EI Greco (1541-1614) are systematically elongated. In EI Greco's
time, the intentional distortion of human figures was unprecedented in European painting. Consequently, some
critics have suggested that EI Greco had an astigmatism, a type of visual impairment, that resulted in people
appearing to him in the distorted way that is characteristic of hispaintings. However, this suggestion cannot be
the explanation, because __.

(A) several twentieth-century artists have consciously adopted from EI Greco's paintings the systematic
elongation of the human form

(8) some people do have elongated bodies somewhat like those depicted in EI Greco's portraits

(C) if EI Greco had an astigmatism, then, relative to how people looked to him, the elongated figures in his
paintings would have appeared to him to be distorted

(D) even if EI Greco had an astigmatism, there would have been no correction for it available in the period in
which he lived

(E) there were non-European artists, even in EI Greco's time, who included in their works human figures that
were intentionally distorted

Argument Construction

Figures in portraits by the Spanish painter El Greco are elongated. Some critics infer
that this was because El Greco suffered from an astigmatism that made people appear
elongated to him. But this explanation cannot be correct.

Which option would most logically complete the argument? We need something that
provides the best reason for thinking that the explanation suggested by critics
astigmatism-cannot be right. The critics' explanation might seem to work because
ordinarily an artist would try to paint an image of a person so that the image would
have the same proportions as the perceived person. So if people seemed to El Greco to
have longer arms and legs than they actually had, the arms and legs of the painted
figures should appear to others to be longer than people's arms and legs normally are.
This is how the explanation seem s to make sense. But if astigmatism were the
explanation, then the elongated images in his pictures should have appeared to
El Greco to be too long: he would have perceived the images as longer than they
actually are-and therefore as inaccurate representations ofwhat he perceived. So
astigmatism cannot be a sufficient explanation for the elongated figures in his paintings.

A Even if subsequent artists intentionally depicted human forms as more elongated than human
figures actually are, and they did so to mimic El Greco's painted figure s, that does not mean th at
El Greco's figures were intentionally elongated.

B Although this option provides another possible explanation for El Greco's elongated figures, it
provides no evidence that the people El Greco painted had such elongated figures .

C Correct. EI Greco would have perceived the images of people in his paintings as too long,
relative to his perception of the people themselves. This means that even if El Greco did have
astigmatism, that factor would not provide an answer to the question: Why did El Greco paint
images that he knew were distorted?

D The absence of an ability to correct astigmatism in El Greco's day does not undermine the
hypothesis that it was astigmatism that caused El Greco to paint elongated figure s.

E Again, this suggests another possible explanation for the distortion-namely, that El Greco did it
deliberately-but it does not provide any reason to think that this is the correct explanation (and
that the criti cs' explanation is actually incorrect).

The correct answer is C.
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79. Consumer health advocate: Your candy company adds caffeine to yourchocolate candy bars so that each one
delivers a specified amount of caffeine. Since caffeine is highly addictive, this indicates that you intend to keep
your customers addicted.

Candy manufacturer: Our manufacturing process results in there being less caffeine in each chocolate candy
bar than inthe unprocessed cacao beans from which the chocolate is made.

The candy manufacturer's response is flawed as a refutation of the consumer health advocate's argument
because it

(A) fails to address the issue of whether the level of caffeine in the candy bars sold by the manufacturer is
enough to keep people addicted

(B) assumes withoutwarrant that all unprocessed cacao beans contain a uniform amount of caffeine

(C) does not specify exactly how caffeine is lost in the manufacturing process

(0) treats the consumer health advocate's argument as though it were about each candy bar rather than
about the manufacturer's candy in general

(E) merely contradicts the consumer health advocate's conclusion without giving any reason to believe that
the advocate's reasoning is unsound

Argument Evaluation

Situation

Reasoning

A candy manufacturer is accused of adding caffeine, an addictive substance, to its
chocolate candy bars with the intent of keeping its customers addicted. The candy
manufacturer responds to this accusation by saying that there is less caffeine in each
chocolate candy bar than in the unprocessed cacao beans from which the chocolate is
made.

What is theflaw in the candy ma nufacturer's response? First consider whether the response
indeed refutes the advocate 's charge. In actuality, instead of focusing on the details of
the accusation-adding caffeine to its chocolate bars to keep customers addicted-the
manufacturer substitutes an entirely different subject, the amount of caffeine in cacao
beans. The manufacturer's response is a diver sion, not an answer.

A Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies the flaw in the response. The candy manufacturer does
not answer the question whether adding caffeine to candy bars is designed to make them
addictive.

B Even if the manufacturer did make thi s assumption, the information is not relevant to the
accusation, which is not concerned with naturally occurring caffeine in cacao beans.

C The precise amount of caffeine lost in the manufacturing pro cess is not at issue.

D The manufacturer does not treat the health advocate's argument this way.

E The manufacturer does not contradict the accusation, but rather avoids it.

Th e correct answer is A.
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80. To evaluate a plan to save money on office-space expenditures by having its employees work at home.
XYZ Company asked volunteers from its staff to try the arrangement for sixmonths. During this period,
the productivity of these employees was as high as or higher than before.

Which of the following, if true, would argue most strongly against deciding, on the basis of the trial results, to
implement the company's plan?

(A) The employees who agreed to participate in the test of the plan were among the company's most self
motivated and independent workers.

(8) The savings that would accrue from reduced office-space expenditures alone would be sufficient to justify
the arrangement for the company. apart from any productivity increases.

(C) Other companies that have achieved successful resu lts from work-at-home plans have workforces that are
substantially largerthan that of XYZ.

(D) The volunteers who worked at home were able to communicate with other employees as necessary for
performing the work.

(E) Minor changes in the way office work is organized at XYZ would yield increases in employee productivity
similar to those achieved in the trial.

Evaluation of a Plan

To save mon ey on office space expenditures, a company considers having employees
work at home. A six-month trial with employees who have volunteered to test the plan
shows their productivity to be as high as or higher than before.

Why wo uld the trial results NOTp rovide a good reason to implement theplan?
Generalizing from a small sample to the group depends on having a sample that is
representative. In this case, the employees who participated in the trial are not
representative of all employees. The employees who volunteered for the trial may be
the type of employees who would be most likely to work successfully at home. It
would not be wise to base a generalization about all employees on this sample.

A Correct. This statement properly identifies a flaw in the trial that is the basis for the plan.

B Thi s statement supports the implementation of th e plan . Moreover, it is not based on th e tr ial
results, so it does not answer the question.

C The passage gives no information about how company size might affect the implementation of
the plan or the reliability of the tri al results.

D If anything, this would tend to support the plan .

E 1he goal of the plan is to save money on office space, not to increase productivity, so an
alternative plan to increase produ ctivity is irrelevant.

111e correct answer is A.
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81. Political Advertisement:

Mayor Delmont's critics complain aboutthe jobs that were lost in the city under Delmont's leadership. Yet the
fact is that not onlywere morejobs created than were eliminated, but each yearsince Delmont took office the
average pay for the new jobs created has been higher than that year's average pay for jobs citywide. So it
stands to reason that throughout Delmont's tenure the average paycheck in this city has been getting steadi ly
bigger.

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument in the advertisement?

(A) The unemployment rate in the city is higher today than it was when Mayor Delmont took office.

(8) The average pay for jobs in the city was at a ten-year low when Mayor Delmont took office.

(e) Each yearduring Mayor Delmont's tenure, the average pay for jobs that were eliminated has been higher
than the average pay for jobs citywide.

(D) Mostof the jobs eliminated during Mayor Delmont's tenure were in declining industries.

(El The average pay for jobs in thecity is currently lower than it is for jobs in the suburbs surrounding the city.

Argument Evaluation

Situation

Reasoning

Every year since Mayor Delmont took office, average pay for new jobs has exceeded
average pay for jobs citywide. So, the average paycheck in the city has been increasing
since Delmont took office.

Wh ich opt ion, ift rue, wo uld most seriously weaken the argument? If average pay for new
jobs continually exceeds that for jobs generally, new jobs pay better (on average) than
old jobs that still exist. But suppose the following occurred. Every year all of the
highest paying jobs are eliminated and replaced with somewhat lower-paying jobs that
st ill pay more than the average job. The result would be that every year the average pay
for a new job would be greater than that for exist ing jobs, but the average pay for all
jobs would nonetheless decrease. Thu s, if every year during the mayor's tenure the jobs
that were eliminated paid better on average than jobs citywide, that would seriously
weaken th e argument: th e conclusion could be false even if the information on which
it is based is true.

A The percentage of people in the city who have a job has no direct bearing on whether the average
pay for jobs citywide is increas ing or decreasing.

B Whether the average pay was low when the mayor took office in comparison to the ten preceding
years is immaterial to the comparison addressed in the argument's conclusion.

C C orrect. This information weakens th e argument because it opens up the possibility th at the jobs
eliminated had higher average pay than the job s created during M ayor D elmont's tenure. Thi s in
turn would mean that the average pay was not increasing during Mayor D elmont 's tenure.

D Thi s, too, has no bearing on the argument, because we have no information about the average pay
for jobs in those declining indu stri es.

E Thi s is also irrelevant. No comparison is made (or implied) in the arg ument between jobs in the
city and jobs in the suburbs.

The correct answer is C .

233



The Official Guide for GMAV" Verbal Review 2nd Edition

82. Vitacorp, a manufacturer, wishes to make its information booth at an industry convention more productive in
terms of boosting sales. The booth offers information introducing the company's new products and services. To
achieve the desired result, Vitacorp's marketing department will attemptto attract more people to the booth.
The marketing director's first measure was to instructeach salesperson to call hisor her five bestcustomers
and personally invite them to visit the booth.

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction that the marketing director's first measure
will contribute to meeting the goal of boosting sales?

(A) Vitacorp's salespeople routinely inform each important customer about new products and services as
soon asthe decision to launch them has been made.

(8) Many of Vitacorp's competitors have made plans for making their own information booths more productive
in increasing sales.

(C) An information booth that is well attended tends to attract visitors who would not otherwise have attended
the booth.

(0) Most of Vitacorp's bestcustomers also have business dealings withVitacorp's competitors.

(E) Vitacorp has fewer new products and services available this year than it had in previous years.

Evaluation of a Plan

Situation A manufacturer wants increased sales from its information booth at an industry
convention. To boost sales, the marketing department seeks to attract more people
to the booth, and the marketing director tells the salespeople to invite their best
customers to visit the booth.

Reasoning Which point best supports the marketing director'splan? First ask what would be a valid
reason for inviting faithful customers to visit the booth. Such invitations should assure
that the booth will generally be busy with visitors. If people are more attracted to a
well-attended booth than to an empty one, then more potential customers are likely
to visit the busy booth, and more visitors should produce more sales. The marketing
director is operating on the principle that success breeds success. Making sure that
the booth is well attended by Vitacorp's current customers is likely to attract more
potential customers and thus boost sales.

A If the best customers already have all available new product and service information, they are
unlikely to respond to the invitation to visit the booth; this point is a weakness in the plan.

E Competitors' efforts toward the same goal may hurt Vitacorp's efforts, so this point does not
support the plan.

C Correct. 111is statement properly identifies a point supporting the marketing director's plan.

D The plan simply aims to attract more visitors to Vitacorp's booth to encourage more sales and does
not address the fact that Vitacorp shares its customers with its competitors.

E This information, if anything, would suggest that the plan would be less successful.

The correct answer is C.
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83. An eyeglass manufacturer tried to boost sales for the summer quarter by offering its distributors a special
discount if their orders for that quarter exceeded those for last year's summer quarter by at least 20 percent.
Many distributors qualified for this discount. Even with much merchandise discounted, sales increased enough to
produce a healthy gain in net profits. The manufacturer plans to repeat this success by offeringthe same sort of
discount for the fall quarter.

Which of the following, if true, most clearly points to a flaw in the manufacturer's plan to repeat the successful
performance of the summer quarter?

(A) In general, a distributor's orders for the summer quarter are nohigher than those for the spring quarter.

(8) Along with offering special discounts to qualifying distributors, the manufacturer increased newspaper and
radio advertising in those distributors' sales areas.

(e) The distributors most likely to qualify for the manufacturer's special discount are those whose orders were
unusually Iow a year earlier.

(D) The distributors who qualified for the manufacturer's special discount were free to decide how much of
that discount to pass on to their own customers.

(E) Thedistributors' ordering more goods in the summer quarter left them overstocked for the fall quarter.

Evaluation of a Plan

A manufacturer successfully boosted sales and gained net profits for the summer
quarter by giving distributors a discount if their orders exceeded the previous summer's
orders by 20 percent. The manu facturer plans to repeat the success by offering the
discount again in th e fall quarter.

What is theflaw in the manufacturer'sp lan ? The plan assumes that an action th at
succeeded once will work a second time. Why might the plan not work this time?
If the distributors incre ased their orders during th e summer simply because th ey
were eager to take advantage of the discount, the result may be that they are now
overstocked for the fall quarter. If so, th ey will not need to place orders for more
goods, and th e plan of continuing the discount will have less chance of success now.

A This is irrelevant to the plan since relevant quar ters-fall and summer-are not being compared.

B Increased advertising should continue to contribute to the plan 's success.

C Even if the qualifying distributors reached only normal levels of sales, there may be other
distr ibutors who will qualify in the fall because they had low sales one year earl ier.

D The distributors' freedom to decide how much of th e d iscou nt to pass on to customers is equally
true in both sum mer and fall quarters and should not affect the success of the plan.

E Correct. Thi s statement properly identifies a flaw in th e plan .

Th e correct answer is E .
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5.0 Sentence Correction

5.0 Sentence Correction

Sentence correction questions appear in the Verbal section of the CTvIAT" test. The Verbal section
uses multiple-c hoice questions to measure your ability to read and comprehend written material,
to reason and evaluate arguments , and to correct written mater ial to confo rm to stand ard written
English. Because the Verbal section includes passages from several different content areas, you may
be genera lly fam iliar with some of th e mater ial; however, neither the passages nor the questions
assume detailed knowledge of the topics discussed. Sentence correction quest ions are intermingled
with critical reasoning and read ing comprehension questions throughout the Verbal section of the
test. You will have 75 minutes to complete the Verbal sect ion, or about l Y. minutes to answer each
question.

Sentence correc tion questions present a statemen t in which word s are underlined. The questions ask
you to select from the answer options the best expression of the idea or relationship described in the
und erlined section. The first answer choice always repeats the origina l phrasing, whe reas th e other
four provide alterna t ives. In some cases, th e origi nal phrasing is th e best choice. In other cases, the
underlined sectio n has obvious or subtle erro rs th at requi re correction. 1h ese quest ions requi re you
to be familiar with the stylistic conventions and gram matical rules of sta ndard written E nglish and
to demo nstra te your ability to improve incorrect or ineffective express ions.

You should begin th ese questions by read ing th e sentence carefully. No te whether there are any
obvious grammatical errors as you read the underli ned section. Then read the five answer choices
carefully. If there was a subtle erro r you did not recognize the first time you read the sentence, it
may become apparent after you have read th e answer choices. If the error is still uncle ar, see whether
you can eliminate some of the answers as being incorrect . Remember that in some cases, the or iginal
selection may be the best answer.

5.1 Basic English Grammar Rules

Sentence correction questions ask you to recognize and potentially correct at least one of the
following grammar rules. H owever, th ese rules are not exhaustive. If you are interested in learni ng
more about English grammar as a way to prepare for the CTvIAT test , there are several resources
available on the Web.

Agreement

Standard English requires elements with in a sentence to be consistent. There are two types of
agreement: nou n-verb and pronoun.

Noun -verb agreement: Singular subjec ts take singular verbs, whereas plu ral subjects take plural verbs.

Examples:
Correct: "I walk to the store." Incorrect : "I walks to the store."
Correct: "W e go to school." Incorrect: "We goes to school."
Co rrect: "The number of residents has grown." In correct: "The number of residents have grown."
Correct: "The masses have spoken." Incorrect: "The masses has spoken."
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Pronoun ag reement: A pronoun must agree with the noun or pronoun it refers to in person, number,
and gender.
E xamples:

Correct: "When you dream, you are usually asleep." Incorrect: "When one dreams, you are usually
asleep."
Correct: "When the kids went to sleep, they slept like logs."
Incorrect: "W hen the kids went to sleep, he slept like a log."

Diction

Words should be chosen to reflect correctly and effectively the appropriate part of speech . There are
several words that are commonly used incorrectly. When answering sentence correction questions,
pay attention to the following conventions.

Among/between: Among is used to refer to relationships involving more than two objects . Between is
used to refer to relationships involving only two objects.
Examples:

Correct: "We divided our winnings among the three of us." Incorrect: "We divided our winnings
between the three of us."
Correct: "She and I divided the cake between us." Incorrect: "She and I divided the cake among us."

As/like: As can be a preposition meaning "in the capacity of," but more often is a conjunc tion of
manner and is followed by a verb. Like is generally used as a preposition, and therefore is followed
by a noun, an object prono un, or a verb ending in ing.

Examples:
Correct: "I work as a librarian." Incorrect: "I work like a librarian."
Correct: "Do as I say, not as I do ." Incorrect: "Do like I say, not like I do."
Correct: "It felt like a dream." Incorrect: "It felt as a dream."
Correct: "People like you inspire me." Incorrect: "People as you inspire me."
Correct: "There's nothing like biking on a warm, autumn day." Incorrect: "There's nothing as biking
on a warm autumn day."

Mass and count words: Mass words are nouns quantified by an amount rather th an by a number.
Count nouns can be quantified by a number.
E xamples:

Correct: "We bought a loaf of bread." Incorrect: "We bought one bread."
Correct: "He wished me much happiness." Incorrect: "He wished me many happinesses."
Correct: "We passed many buildings." Incorrect: "We passed much buildings."

Pronouns: Myseifshould not be used as a substitute for lor me.

Examples:
Correct: "Mom and I had to go to the store ." Incorrect: "Mom and myself had to go to the store."
Correct: "He gave the present to Dad and me." Incorrect: "He gave the present to Dad and myself."
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Grammatical Construct ion

G ood grammar requires complete sentences. Be on the lookout for improperly formed constructions.

Fragments: Parts of a sentence that are disconnected from the main clause are called fragments.

E xample:

C orrect: "We saw th e do ctor and his nurse at the party." Incorrect : "We saw the doctor at the party.
A nd his nurse."

Run-on sentences: A run-on sentence is two independent clauses that run together without proper
punctuation.

E xa mples:

Correct: "Jose Canseco is still a feared batter; mo st pitchers don 't want to face him."
Incorrect: "Jose Canseco is st ill a feared batter most pitchers don 't want to face him."

Constructio ns: Avoid wordy, redundant con structions.

Example:

Correct: "We could not come to the meeting because of a conflict." Incorrect: "Th e reason we could
not come to the meeting is because of a conflict."

Idiom

It is important to avoid nonstandard expressions, altho ugh Engli sh idioms sometimes do not follow
conven tional grammatical rules. Be careful to use the correct idiom when using the constructions
and parts of speech .

Prepositi ons: Specific preposition s have spec ific purposes.

E xamples:

Correct: "She likes to jog in the morning." Incorrect: "She likes to jog on the morning."
Correct: "They ranged in age from 10 to 15." Incorrect: "They ranged in age from 10 up to 15."

Correlati v es: Word combinations such as "not only .. . but also" should be followed by an element of
the same grammatical type.

Examples:

Correct: "I have called not only to thank her but also to tell her about the next meeting."

Incorrect: "I have called not only to thank her but also I told her about the next meeting."

Form s ifcomparison: Many forms follow precise const ruc tions. Few er refers to a specific number,
whereas less than refers to a continuous quantity. Between . . . and is the correct form to designate a
choice. Farther refers to distance, whereasf urther refer s to degree.

E xamples:

Correct: "There we re fewer chi ldren in my class this yea r." Incorrect: "Th ere were less ch ild ren in
my class this year."

Correct: "Th ere was less devastation than I was told ." Incorrect: "There wa s fewer devastation than I
was told."

Correct: "We had to choose between chocolate and vanilla." Incorrect: "W e had to choose between
chocolate or vanilla." (It is also correct to say, "We had to choose chocolate or vanilla." )

Correct: "I ran farther than John, but he took his weight training further than I did."
Incorrect: "I ran further than John, but he took his weight training far ther than I did."
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Logical Predication

Watch out for phrases that detract from the logical argument.

Modification problems: Modifiers should be positioned so it is clear what word or words they are
meant to modify. If modifiers are not positioned clearly, they can cause illogical references or
comparisons, or distort the meaning of the statement.
Examples:

Correct: "I put the cake that I baked by the door." Incorrect: "I put the cake by the door that I
baked."

Correct: "Reading my mind, she gave me the delicious cookie." Incorrect: "Reading my mind, the
cookie she gave me was delicious."
Correct: "In the Middle Ages, the world was believed to be flat." Incorrect: "In the Middle Ages,
the world was flat."

Parallelism

Constructing a sentence that is parallel in structure depends on making sure that the different
elements in the sentence balance each other; this is a little bit like making sure that the two sides of
a mathematical equation are balanced. To make sure that a sentence is grammatically correct, check
to see that phrases, clauses, verbs, and other sentence elements parallel each other.

Examples:

Correct: "I took a bath, went to sleep, and woke up refreshed." Incorrect: "I took a bath, sleeping,
and waking up refreshed."
Correct: "The only way to know is to take the plunge." Incorrect: "The only way to know is taking
the plunge."

Rhetorical Construction

Good sentence structure avoids constructions that are awkward, wordy, redundant, imprecise, or
unclear, even when they are free of grammatical errors.

Example:

Correct: "Before we left on vacation, we watered the plants, checked to see that the stove was off,
and set the burglar alarm." Incorrect: "Before we left to go on our vacation, we watered, checked to
be sure that the stove had been turned off, and set it ."

Verb Form

In addition to watching for problems of agreement or parallelism, make sure that verbs are used in
the correct tense . Be alert to whether a verb should reflect past, present, or future tense.

Example:

Correct: "I went to school yesterday." "I go to school every weekday." "I will go to school tomorrow."

Each tense also has a perfect form (used with the past participle-e.g., walked, ran), a progressive
form (used with the present participle-e.g., walking, running), and a perfect progressive form (also
used with the present participle-e.g., walking, running).
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Present pelftct: Used with has or have, the present perfe ct tense describes an action that occurred at
an indefinite time in the past or that began in th e past and continues into the present.
Examples:

Correct: "I have traveled all over the world ." (at an indefinite t ime)
Correc t: "He has gone to school since he was five years old." (continues into the present)

Past p erftct: Thi s verb form is used with had to show the order of two events th at took place in the
past.
Example:

Correct: "By the time I left for schoo l, the cake had been baked."

Futurep erftct: Used with w ill hav e, this verb form describes an event in th e future that will precede
another event.
Example:

Correc t: "By the end of th e day, I will have stud ied for all my tests."

Present progressiv e: Used with am, is, or are, th is verb form descr ibes an ongoi ng action th at is
happening now.
E xample:

Correct: "I am studying for exams." "The student is studying for exam s." "We are studying for exams."

Past progressive: Used with was or w ere, this verb form describes something that was happening
when another action occurred.
E xample:

Correct: "The student was studying when the fire alarm rang." "They were studying when th e fire
broke out ."

Fu t urep rogressi·ve: Used with will be or shall be, this verb tense describe s an ongoing action th at will
cont inue into the future.
E xample:

Correct: "The students will be studying for exams th roughout the month of December."

Present perftct p rogressiv e: Used with ha·ve been or has been, this verb tense describes someth ing that
began in the past , continues into the present, and may continue into the future.
E xample:

Correct: "The student has been studying hard in the hope of acing the test ."

Past peJjectprogressi·ve: Used with had been, thi s verb form describe s an action of some duration that
was completed before another past action occur red .
Example:

Correct: "Before the fire alarm rang, th e stude nt had been studying."

Future perfect p rogressiv e: Used with w ill hav e been, this verb form describe s a future, ongoing act ion
that will occur before a specified time.
Example:

Correct: "By th e end of next year, th e students will have been studying math for five years."
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5.2 Study Suggestions

There are two basic ways you can study for sentence correction questions:

• Read material that reflects standard usage.
One way to gain famil iarity with the basic conventions of standard wri tten English is simply
to read. Suitable material will usually be found in good magazines and nonfiction books,
editorials in outstanding newspapers, and the collections of essays used by many college and
university writing courses.

• Review basic rules of grammar and practice with writing exercises .
Begin by reviewing the grammar rules laid out in this chapter. Then, if you have school
assignments (such as essays and research papers) that have been carefully evaluated for
grammatical errors, it may be helpful to review the comments and corrections .

5.3 What Is Measured

Sentence correction questions test three broad aspects oflanguage proficiency:

• Correct expression
A correct sentence is grammatically and structurally sound. It conforms to all the rules of
standard written English, including noun-verb agreement, noun-pronoun agreement, pronoun
consistency, pronoun case, and verb tense sequence. A correct sentence will not have da ngling,
misplaced, or improperly formed modifiers; uni diomatic or inco nsistent expressions; or faults
in parallel construction.

• Effective expression
An effective sentence expresses an idea or relationship clearly and concisely as well as
grammatically. This does not mean that the choice with the fewest and simplest words is
necessarily the best answer. It means that there are no superfluous words or needlessly
complicated expressions in the best choice.

• Proper diction
An effective sentence also uses proper dict ion. (Diction refers to th e standard d ictionary
meanings ofwords and the appropriateness ofwords in context.) In evaluati ng the diction of
a sentence, you must be able to recognize whether the words are well chosen, accurate, and
suitable for the context.

5.4 Test-Taking Strategies

1. Read the entire sentence carefully.
Try to understand the specific idea or relationship that the sentence should express.

2. Evaluate the underlined passage for errors and possible corrections before reading the
answer choices.
This strategy will help you discriminate among the answer choices . Remember, in some cases
the underlined passage is correct.
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3. Read each answer choice carefully.
The first answer choice always repeats the underlin ed portion of the original sentence. Choose
this answer ifyou think that the sentence is best as originally written, but do so only after
examining all the other choices.

4. Try to determine how to correct what you consider to be wrong with the original sentence.
Some of the answer choices may change things that are not wrong, whereas others may not
change everything that is wrong.

5. Make sure that you evaluate the sentence and the choices tho roughly.
Pay attention to general clar ity, grammatical and idiomatic usage, economy and precision of
language, and appropriateness of diction.

6. Read the whole sentence, substituting the choice that you prefer for the underlined passage.
A choice may be wrong becau se it does not fit grammatically or st ructurally with the rest of
the sentence. Remember that some sentences will require no correction . When the given
sentence requires no correction, choose the first answer.

5.5 The Directions

These are the directions that you will see for sentence correction questions when you take the
GMAT test. If you read them carefully and understand them clearly before going to sit for the test,
you will not need to spend too much time reviewing them once you are at the test center and the
test is under way.

Sentence correction questions present a sentence, part or all of which is underlined. Beneath the
sentence, you will find five ways of phrasing the underlined passage. The first answer choice repeats
the original underlined passage; the other four are different. If you think the original phrasing is
best, choose the first answer; otherwise choose one of the others.

Thi s type of question tests your ability to recognize the correctness and effectiveness of expre ssion in
standard written English. In choosing your answer, follow the requirements of standard written
English; that is, pay attention to grammar, choice ofwords, and sentence construction. Choose th e
answe r that produces the most effective sentence; this answer should be clear and exact, without
awkwardness, ambiguity, redundancy, or grammatical error.
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5.6 Sample Questions

Each of the sentence correction questions presents a sentence, part of or all of which is underlined.
Beneath the sentence you will find five ways of phrasing the underlined part. The first of these repeats
the original; the other four are different. Follow the requirements of standard written English to choose
your answer, paying attention to grammar, word choice, and sentence construction. Select the answer
that produces the most effective sentence; your answer should make the sentence clear, exact, and free
of grammatical error. It should also minimize awkwardness, ambiguity, and redundancy.

1. Like ants, termites have an elaborate social structure
inwhich a few individuals reproduce and the rest are
serving the colony by tending juveniles. gathering
food. building the nest. or they battle intruders.

(Al are serving the colony by tending juveniles,
gathering food, building the nest, or they battle

(8l are serving the colony in that they tend juveniles,
gather food, build the nest, or battle

(C) serve the colony, tending juveniles, gathering
food, building the nest, or by battling

(Dl serve the colony by tending juveniles, gathering
food, by building the nest, or by battling

(El serve the colony by tending juveniles, gathering
food, building the nest, or battling

2. Some bat caves, like honeybee hives, have residents
that take on different duties such as defending the
entrance, acting as sentinels and to sound a warning
at the approach of danger, and scouting outside the
cave for new food and roosting sites.

(Al acting as sentinels and to sound

(8) acting as sentinels and sounding

(C) to act as sentinels and sound

(Dl to act as sentinels and to sound

(El to act as a sentinel sounding
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3. However much United States voters may agree that
there is waste in government and that the government
as a whole spends beyond its means, it is difficult to
find broad support for a movement toward a minimal
state.

(Al However much United States voters may
agree that

(B) Despite the agreement among United States
voters to the fact

(Cl Although United States voters agree

(Dl Even though United States voters may agree

(E) There is agreement among United States
voters that

4. The voluminous personal papers of Thomas Alva
Edison reveal that his inventions typically sprang to life
not in a flash of inspiration but evolved slowly from
previous works.

(Al sprang to life not in a flash of inspirationbut
evolved slowly

(B) sprang to life not in a flash of inspiration but
were slowly evolved

(C) did not spring to life in a flash of inspiration but
evolved slowly

(D) did not spring to life in a flash of inspiration but
had slowly evolved

(E) did not spring to life in a flash of inspiration but
theywere slowly evolved



5. Hundreds of species of fish generate and discharge
electric currents, in burstsor as steady electric fields
around their bodies, using their power either to find
and attack prey. to defend themselves. or also for
communicating and navigating.

(A) either to find and attack prey, to defend
themselves, or also for communicating and
navigating

(Bl eitherfor finding and attacking prey, defend
themselves, or for communication and
navigation

(C) to find and attack prey, for defense, or
communication and navigation

(0) for finding and attacking prey, to defend
themselves, or also for communication and
navigation

(E) to find and attack prey, to defend themselves,
or to communicate and navigate

6. A Labor Department study states that the numbers of
women employed outside the home grewby more
than a thirty-five percent increase in the past decade
and accounted for more than sixty-two percent of the
total growth in the civi lian workforce.

(A) numbers of women employed outside the home
grewby more than a thirty-five percent increase

(8) numbers of women employed outside the home
grewmore than thirty-five percent

(C) numbers of women employed outside the home
were raised by more than thirty-five percent

(Dl number of women employed outside the home
increased by more than thirty-five percent

(El number of women employed outside the home
was raised by more than a thirty-five percent
increase

5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Questions

7. From the earliest days of the tribe, kinship determined
the way in which the Ojibwa society organized its
labor, provided access to its resources, and defined
rights and obligations involved in the distribution and
consumption of those resources.

(A) and defined rights and obligations involved in the
distribution and consumption of those resources

(8) defining rights and obligations involved in their
distribution and consumption

(C) and defined rights and obligations as theywere
involved in its distribution and consumption

(D) whose rights and obligations were defined in
their distribution and consumption

(El the distribution and consumption of them
defined by rights and obligations

8. As the cost of wireless service has steadily dropped
over the last yearand as mobile phones have become
increasingly common, many people are find ing that
they can avoid toll charges on their home phones.
using their mobile phones for making long-distance
calls at nightor on weekends, at a time which many
wireless companies provide unlimited airtime for a
small monthly fee.

(Al phones, using their mobile phones for making
long-distance calls at nightor on weekends, at a
time which

(8) phones, instead using mobile phones to make
long-distance calls during the nightor weekends,
during which

(C) phones byusing their mobile phones to make
long-distance calls at night or onweekends, when

(D) phones using mobile phones for making long
distance calls during the night or weekends, when

(E) phones when using their mobile phones to make
long-distance calls at nightor on weekends, a
time which
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9. Delighted by the reported earnings for the first quarter
of the fiscal year, it was decided by the company
manager to give her staff a raise.

(A) it was decided by the company manager to give
her staff a raise

(8) the decision of the company manager was to
give her staff a raise

(C) the company manager decided to give her staff
a raise

(D) the staff was given a raise by the company
manager

(E) a raise was given to the staff by the company
manager

10. The rising of costs of data-processing operations at
many financial institutions has created a growing
opportunity for independent companies to provide
these services more efficiently and at lower cost.

(A) The rising of costs

(8) Rising costs

(C) The rising cost

(D) Because the rising cost

(E) Because of rising costs

246

11. Native to South America, when peanuts were introduced
to Africa byPortuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century theywere quickly adopted intoAfrica's
agriculture. probably because of being so similar to the
Bambarra groundnut, a popular indigenous plant.

(A) when peanuts were introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century they were quickly adopted into Africa's
agriculture, probably because of being

(8) peanuts having been introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century and quickly adopted into Africa's
agriculture, probably because of being

(C) peanuts were introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century and were quickly adopted intoAfrica's
agriculture, probably because they were

(D) peanuts, introduced to Africa by Portuguese
explorers early in the sixteenth century and
quickly adopted intoAfrica's agriculture,
probably because they were

(E) peanuts, introduced to Africa by Portuguese
explorers early in the sixteenth century and
having been quickly adopted intoAfrica's
agriculture, probably because they were

12. William H. Johnson's artistic debtto Scandinavia is
evident in paintings that range from sensitiveportraits
of citizens in hiswife's Danish home, Kerteminde, and
awe-inspiring views of fjords and mountain peaks in
the western and northern regions of Norway.

(A) and

(B) to

(C) and to

(D) with

(E) in addition to



13. Growing competitive pressures may be encouraging
auditors to bend the rules in favor of clients; auditors
may. for instance. allow a questionable loan to remain
on the books in orderto maintain a bank's profits on
paper.

(A) clients; auditors may, for instance, allow

(8) clients, as an instance, to allow

(C) clients, like to allow

(D) clients, such asto be allowing

(E) clients; which might, as an instance, bethe
allowing of

14. The themes that Rita Dove explores in herpoetryis,
universal, encompassing much of the human condition
while occasionally she deals with racial issues.

(A) is universal, encompassing much of the human
condition while occasionally she deals

(8) is universal, encompassing much of the human
condition, also occasionally it deals

(C) are universal, they encompass much of the
human condition and occasionally deals

(D) are universal, encompassing much of the human
condition while occasionally dealing

(E) are universal, they encompass much of the
human condition, also occasionally are dealing

15. It is well known in the supermarket industry that how
items are placed on shelves and the frequency of
inventory turnovers can be crucial to profits.

(A) the frequency of inventory turnovers can be

(8) the frequency of inventory turnovers is often

(C) the frequency withwhich the inventory turns
over is often

(D) how frequently is the inventory turned over are
often

(E) how frequently the inventory turns over can be

5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Questions

16. Iguanas have been an important food source in Latin
America since prehistoric times, and it is still prized as
a game animal by the campesinos, whotypically cook
the meatin a heavily spiced stew.

(Al it is still prized as a game animal

(8) it is still prized as game animals

(C) they are still prized as game animals

(D) they are still prized as being a game animal

(E) being still prized as a game animal

17. Travelers to Mars would have to endure lowlevels of
gravityfor long periods of time, avoid large doses of
radiation, contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even having to ward off
contamination byMartian life-forms.

(A) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even having to ward

(8) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even warding

(C) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even ward

(D) contending with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even to ward

(E) contending with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even warding

18. Except for a concertperformance that the composer
himself staged in 1911, Scott Joplin's ragtime opera
Treemonisha was not produced until 1972, sixty-one
years after its completion.

(Al Except for a concertperformance that the
composer himself staged

(8) Except for a concertperformance with the
composer himself staging it

(C) Besides a concertperformance being staged by
the composer himself

(D) Excepting a concertperformance that the
composer himself staged

(E) With the exception of a concertperformance
with the staging done by the composer himself
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19. Chinese, the most ancient of living writing systems, 22. Japanese researchers are producing a series of
consists of tens of thousands of ideographic robots that can identify human facial expressions, to
characters, each character a miniature calligraphic which theywill then respond: their goal is primarily
composition inside its own square frame. creating a robot that will empathize with us.

(A) each character a miniature calligraphic (Al expressions, to which theywill then respond;
composition inside its their goal is primarily creating

(8) all the characters a miniature calligraphic (8) expressions, then responding to them; primarily
composition inside their to create

(C) all the characters a miniature calligraphic (C) expressions and then respond to them; the
composition inside its researchers' primary goal is to create

(0) every character a miniature calligraphic (D) expressions as well as giving a response to
composition inside their them; their primary goal is creation of

(E) each character a miniature calligraphic (E) expressionsand responding to them; primarily,
composition inside their the researchers' goal is creating

20. Decl iningvalues for farm equipment and land, the 23. Consumers may not thinkof household cleaning
collateral againstwhich farmers borrow to get through products to be hazardous substances, but many of
the harvest season, is going to force many lenders to them can be harmful to health, especially if theyare
tighten or deny credit this spring. used improperly.

(A) the collateral against which farmers borrow to (A) Consumers may not think of household cleaning
get through the harvest season, is products to be

(8) which farmers use as collateral to borrow (8) Consumers may not think of household cleaning
against to get through the harvest season, is products being

(C) the collateral which is borrowed against by (C) A consumer may not think of their household
farmers to get through the harvest season, is cleaning products being

(D) which farmers use as collateral to borrow (D) A consumer may not think of household cleaning
against to get through the harvest season, are products as

(E) the collateral against which farmers borrow to (E) Household cleaning products may not be
get through the harvest season, are thought of, by consumers, as

21. While depressed property values can hurt some large 24. In recent years cattle breeders have increasingly used
investors, they are potentially devastating for crossbreeding, in part that their steers should acquire
homeowners, whose equity- in many cases certain characteristics and partly because
representing a life's savings-can plunge or even crossbreeding is said to provide hybrid vigor.
disappear.

(A) in part that their steers should acquire certain
(A) theyare potentially devastating for homeowners, characteristics

whose (8) in part for the acquisition of certain
(8) they can potentially devastate homeowners in characteristics in their steers

that their (C) partly because of their steers acquiring certain
(C) for homeowners they arepotentially devastating, characteristics

because their (D) partly because certain characteristics should be
(D) for homeowners, it is potentially devastating in acquired by their steers

that their (E) partly to acquire certain characteristics in their
(E) it can potentially devastate homeowners, whose steers
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25. Like Auden. the language of James Merrill is chatty,
arch, and conversational-given to complex syntactic
flights aswell as to prosaic free-verse strolls.

(A) Like Auden, the language of James Merrill

(8) Like Auden, James Merrill's language

(C) Like Auden's, James Merrill's language

(0) Aswith Auden, James Merrill's language

(E) As is Auden's the language of James Merrill

26. The 8aldrick Manufacturing Company has for several
years followed a policy aimed at decreasing operating
costs and improving the efficiency of its distribution
system.

(A) aimed at decreasing operating costs and
improving

(8) aimed at the decreasing of operating costs and
to improve

(C) aiming at the decreasing of operating costs and
improving

(0) the aim of which is the decreasing of operating
costs and improving

(El with the aim to decrease operating costs and to
improve

27. Obtaining an investment-grade rating will keep the
county's future borrowing costs low, protect its
already-tattered image, and increase its abilityto buy
bond insurance.

(A) Obtaining an investment-grade rating will keep
the county's future borrowing costs low, protect

(8) To obtain an investment-grade rating will keep
the county's future borrowing costs low, and
protect

(C) Having obtained an investment-grade rating will,
in keeping the county's future borrowing costs
low, protect

(0) To obtain an investment-grade rating would keep
the county's future borrowing costs low,
protecting

(E) Obtaining an investment-grade rating, keeping
the county's borrowing costs low, would be
protecting

S.6 Sentence Cor rection Samp le Qu estions

28. Eating saltwater fish may significantly reduce the
risk of heart attacks and also aid for sufferers of
rheumatoid arthritis and asthma, according to three
research studies published in the New England Journal
of Medicine.

(A) significantly reduce the risk of heartattacks and
also aid for

(8) be significant in reducing the risk of heart
attacks and aid for

(C) significantly reduce the risk of heartattacks
and aid

(0) cause a significant reduction in the risk of heart
attacks and aid to

(E) significantly reduce the risk of heartattacks as
well as aiding

29. According to some economists, the July decrease in
unemployment so that it was the lowest in two years
suggests that the gradual improvement in the job
market is continuing.

(A) so that it was the lowestin two years

(8) so that it was the lowest two-year rate

(C) to whatwould be the lowest in two years

(0) to a two-year lowlevel

(E) to the lowest level in two years

30. Thomas Eakins' powerful style and his choices of
subject-the advances in modern surgery, the
discipline of sport, the strains of individuals in tension
with societyor even with themselves-was as
disturbing to his own time as it is compelling for ours.

(A) was as disturbing to his own time as it is

(8) were as disturbing to his own time as they are

(C) has been as disturbing in his own timeasthey are

(0) had been as disturbing in hisown time as it was

(E) have been as disturbing in hisown time as
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3l. Nearly two tons of nuclear-reactor fuel have already 34. Lacking information aboutenergy use, people tend to
been put into orbit around the Earth, and the chances overestimate the amount of energy used byequipment.
of a collision involving such material increase greatly such as lights. that arevisible and mustbe turned on
asthe amount of both space debris and satellites and off and underestimate that used by unobtrusive
continue to rise. equipment, such aswaterheaters.

(A) as the amount of both space debris and (A) equipment, such as lights, that are visible and
satellites continue to rise mustbe turned on and off and underestimate that

(8) as the risecontinues in both the amount of (8) equipment, such as lights, that arevisible and
satellites and space debris must be turned on and off and underestimate it

(C) asthe amount of space debris and the number when

of satellites continue to rise (C) equipment, such as lights, that is visible and must

(D) with the continually increasing amount of space be turned on and off and underestimate it when

debris and the number of satellites (D) visible equipment, such as lights, that mustbe

(E) with the amount of space debris continuing to turned on and off and underestimate that

increase along with the number of satellites (E) visible equipment, such as lights, that mustbe
turned on and off and underestimate it when

32. Like Rousseau. Tolstoi rebelled against the unnatural
complexity of human relations in modern society. 35. The rise in the Commerce Department's index of

leading economic indicators suggest that the
(A) Like Rousseau, Tolstoi rebelled economy should continue its expansion into the
(8) Like Rousseau, Tolstoi's rebellion was coming months, but that the mixed performance of
(C) As Rousseau, Tolstoi rebelled the index's individual components indicates that

(D) As did Rousseau, Tolstoi's rebellion was economic growthwill proceed at a more moderate

(E) Tolstoi's rebellion, as Rousseau's, was
pace than in the first quarterof this year.

(A) suggest that the economy should continue its
33. The Wallerstein study indicates that even after a expansion into the coming months, but that

decade young men and women still experience some (8) suggest that the economy is to continue
of the effects of a divorce occurringwhen a child. expansion in the coming months, but

(A) occurring when a child (C) suggests that the economy will continue its

(8) occurring when children expanding in the coming months, but that

(C) that occurred when a child
(D) suggests that the economy is continuing to

(D) that occurred when theywere children
expand into the coming months, but that

(E) suggests that the economy will continue to
(E) that has occurred as each was a child expand in the coming months, but
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5.6 Sentence Correct ion Sa mple Questi ons

36. Polio. although it is eradicated in the United States. it 38. A studycommissioned by the Department of
continues elsewhere and is able to be brought into the Agriculture showed that if calves exercise and
country byvisitors. associated with other calves. they will require less

medication and gain weight quicker than do those
(A) Polio, although it is eradicated in the United raised in confinement.

States, it continues elsewhere and is able to be

(8) Polio, although eradicated in the United States, (A) associated with other calves, they will require

it still continues elsewhere and can be lessmedication and gain weight quicker than do

(C) Although stillcontinuing elsewhere, polio has been (8) associated with other calves, they require less

eradicated in the United States and could be medication and gain weight quicker than

(D) Although having been eradicated in the United (C) associate with other calves, they required less

States, polio still continues elsewhere and is medication and will gain weight quicker than do

capable of being (D) associatewith other calves, they have required

(E) Although eradicated in the United States, polio lessmedication and will gain weight more

continues elsewhere and could be quickly than do

(E) associate with other calves, they require less
37. Some bui ldings that were destroyed and heavily medication and gain weight more quickly than

damaged in the earthquake lastyearwere constructed
in violationof the city's building code. 39. A recent studyhas found that within the past few

years, many doctors had elected early retirement
(Al Some buildings that were destroyed and heavi ly rather than face the threats of lawsuits and the rising

damaged in the earthquake last yearwere costs of malpractice insurance.
(8) Some buildings that were destroyed or heavily

damaged in the earthquake last year had been (A) had elected early retirement rather than face

(C) Some buildings that the earthquake destroyed (8) had elected early retirement instead of facing

and heavily damaged lastyearhave been (C) have elected retiring early instead of facing

(D) Last year the earthquake destroyed or heavily (D) have elected to retire early rather than facing
damaged some bui ldings that have been (E) have elected to retire early rather than face

(E) Lastyear some of the buildings that were
destroyed or heavily damaged in the earthquake
had been
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40. The Gorton-Dodd bill requires that a bank disclose to
their customers how long theywill delay access to
funds from deposited checks.

(A) that a bank disclose to their customers howlong
theywill delay access to funds from deposited
checks

(8) a bank to disclose to their customers how long
theywill delay access to funds from a deposited
check

(C) that a bank disclose to its customers how long
it will delayaccess to funds from deposited
checks

(D) a bank that it should disclose to its customers
how long it will delayaccess to funds from a
deposited check

(El that banks disclose to customers howlong
access to funds from their deposited check is to
be delayed

41. Unlike a funded pension system, in which contributions
are invested to pay future beneficiaries, a pay-as
you-go approach is thefoundation of Social Security.

(A) a pay-as-you-go approach is the foundation of
Social Security

(8) the foundation of Social Security is a pay-as-
you-go approach

(C) the approach of Social Security is pay-as-you-go

(D) Social Security's approach is pay-as-you-go

(El Social Security is founded on a pay-as-you-go
approach
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42. Twenty-two feet long and 10feet in diameter, the AM-1
is one of the many new satellites that is a part of
15 years effort of subjecting the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans. and land surfaces to detailed
scrutiny from space.

(A) satellites that is a part of 15 years effort of
subjecting the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

(8) satellites, which is a part of a 15-year effort to
subject howEarth's atmosphere, oceans, and
land surfaces interact

(C) satellites, part of 15 years effort of subjecting
howEarth's atmosphere, oceans, and land
surfaces are interacting

(D) satellites that arepart of an effort for 15 years
that has subjected the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

(E) satellites that arepart of a 15-year effort to
subject the interactions of Earth's atmosphere,
oceans, and land surfaces

43. Though the term "graphic design" may suggest laying
out corporate brochures and annual reports. theyhave
come to signify widely ranging work, from package
designs and company logotypes to signs, book
jackets, computer graphics, and film titles.

(A) suggest laying out corporate brochures and
annual reports, they have come to signify widely
ranging

(8) suggest laying out corporate brochures and
annual reports, it has come to signify a wide
range of

(C) suggest corporate brochure and annual report
layout, it has signified widely ranging

(0) have suggested corporate brochure and annual
report layout, it has signified a wide range of

(El have suggested laying out corporate brochures
and annual reports, theyhave come to signify
widely ranging



44. Incontrast to large steel plants that take iron ore
through all the steps needed to produce several
different kinds of steel, processing steel scrap into a
specialized group of products has enabled small mills
to put capita l into new technology and remain
economically viable.

(A) processing steel scrap into a specialized group
of products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology and remain

(8) processing steel scrap into a specialized group
of products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology, remaining

(C) the processing of steel scrap into a specialized
group of products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology, remaining

(0) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a
specialized group of products, have been able
to put capital into new technology and remain

(E) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a
specialized group of products, have been able to
put capital into new technology and remained

45. Under high pressure and intense heat, graphite, the
most stable form of pure carbon, changes into the
substance commonly referred to as diamond and
remaining this way whether or not the heatand
pressure are removed.

(A) remaining this way whether or not

(8) remaining like that even as

(C) remaining as such whether or not

(0) remains in this way although

(E) remains thus even when

5.6 Sente nce Correction Sa mple Questions

46. The psychologist William James believed that facial
expressions not onlyprovide a visible sign of an
emotion. actually contributing to the feeling itself.

(A) emotion, actually contributing to the feeling
itself

(8) emotion but also actually contributing to the
feeling itself

(C) emotion but also actually contribute to the
feeling itself

(0) emotion; they also actually contribute to the
feeling of it

(E) emotion; the feeling itself is also actually
contributed to bythem

47. Wisconsin, Illinois, Florida, and Minnesota have begun
to enforce statewide bans prohibiting landfills to
accept leaves, brush, and grass clippings.

(A) prohibiting landfills to accept leaves, brush, and
grass clippings

(8) prohibiting that landfills acceptleaves, brush,
and grass clippings

(C) prohibiting landfills from accepting leaves,
brush, and grass clippings

(0) that leaves, brush, and grass clippings cannot
be accepted in landfills

(E) that landfills cannot accept leaves, brush, and
grassclippings

48. Reporting that one of its many problems had been the
recent extended sales slump in women's apparel, the
seven-store retailer said it would start a three-month
liquidation sale in all of its stores.

(A) its many problems had been the recent

(8) its many problems has been the recently

(C) its many problems is the recently

(0) their many problems is the recent

(E) their many problems had been the recent
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49. In developing new facilities for the incineration of solid 52. Recently discovered fossil remains strongly suggest
wastes, we mustavoid the danger of shifting that the Australian egg-laying mammals of today area
environmental problems from landfills polluting the branch of the main stemof mammalian evolution
water to polluting the air with incinerators. rather than developing independently from a common

(A) landfills polluting the waterto polluting the air
ancestor of mammals more than 220 million years ago.

with incinerators (A) rather than developing independently from

(8) landfills polluting the water to the air being (8) rather than a type that developed independently
polluted with incinerators from

(C) the pollution of water by landfills to the pollution (C) rather than a type whose development was
of air by incinerators independent of

(0) pollution of the water by landfills to incinerators (0) instead of developing independently from
that pollute the air (E) instead of a development thatwas independent of

(E) water that is polluted by landfills to incinerators
that pollute the air 53. The normative model of strategic decision-making

suggests that executives examine a firm's external
50. The bank holds $3 billion in loans that areseriously environment and internal conditions. and in using the

delinquent or in such trouble that they do not expect set of objective criteria they derive from these
payments when due. analyses. can decide on a strategy.

(A) theydo not expect payments when (A) conditions, and in using the set of objective

(8) it does not expect payments when it is criteria they derive from these analyses, can

(C) it does not expect payments to be made when decide

they are (8) conditions, and theyuse the set of objective

(0) payments are not to be expected to be paid criteria derived from these analyses in deciding

when (C) conditions and, in using the set of objective

(E) payments are not expected to be paid when they criteria derived from these analyses, deciding

will be (0) conditions and, using the set of objective criteria
derived from these analyses, decide

51. Ina 5-to-4 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that two (E) conditions and, in their use of the set of

upstate New York counties owed restitution to three objective criteriatheyderivefrom these

tribesof Oneida Indians for the unlawful seizure of analyses, they decide

their ancestral lands in the eighteenth century.
54. A patient accusing a doctor of malpractice will find it

(A) that two upstate New York counties owed difficult to prove damage if there is a lack of some
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians for other doctor to testify aboutproper medical
the unlawful seizure of procedures.

(8) that two upstate New York counties owed
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians (A) if there is a lackof some other doctor to testify

because of their unlawful seizure of (8) unless there will be another doctor to testify

(C) two upstate New York counties to owe (C) withoutanother doctor's testimony
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians for (0) should there be no testimony from some other
their unlawful seizure of doctor

(0) on two upstate New York counties that owed (E) lacking another doctor to testify
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians
because theyunlawfully seized

(E) on the restitution that two upstate New York
counties owed to three tribes of Oneida Indians
for the unlawful seizure of
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55. The energy source on Voyager 2 is not a nuclear
reactor, inwhich atoms are actively broken apart:
rather a kind of nuclear battery that uses natural
radioactive decay to produce power.

(A) apart; rather

(B) apart, but rather

(C) apart, but rather that of

(0) apart, but that of

(E) apart; it is that of

56. Archaeologists in Ireland believe that a recently
discovered chalice, which dates from the eighth
century, was probably buried to keep from being
stolen by invaders.

(A) to keep from

(B) to keep it from

(C) to avoid

(0) in order that it would avoid

(E) in order to keep from

57. According to its proponents, a proposed new style of
aircraft could , by skimming along the top of the
atmosphere. fly between most points on Earth in
under two hours.

(A) According to its proponents, a proposed new
styleof aircraft could, by skimming along the
top of the atmosphere, fly between most points
on Earth in under two hours.

(B) By skimming along the top of the atmosphere,
proponents of a proposed new style of aircraft
say it could fly between most points on Earth in
under two hours.

(C) A proposed new style of aircraft could fly
between most points on Earth in under two
hours, according to its proponents, with it
skimming along the top of the atmosphere.

(0) A proposed new style of aircraft, sayits
proponents, could fly between most points on
Earth in under two hours because of its
skimming along the top of the atmosphere.

(E) According to its proponents, skimming along the
top of the atmosphere makes it possible that a
proposed new style of aircraft could fly between
most points on Earth in under two hours.

5.6 Sentence Correcti on Sample Questio ns

58. Lawmakers are examining measures that would
require banks to disclose all fees and account
requirements in writing, provide free cashing of
government checks, and to create basic savings
accounts to carry minimal fees and require minimal
initial deposits.

(A) provide free cashing of government checks, and
to create basic savings accounts to carry

(8) provide free cashing of government checks, and
creating basic savings accounts carrying

(C) to provide free cashing of government checks,
and creating basic savings accounts that carry

(0) to provide free cashing of government checks,
creating basic savings accounts to carry

(E) to provide free cashing of government checks,
and to create basic savings accounts that carry
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59. Certain pesticides can become ineffective if used
repeatedly in the same place: one reason is suggested
bythe finding that there are much larger populations
of pesticide-degrading microbes in soilswith a
relatively long history of pesticide use than in soils that
are free of such chemicals.

(A) Certain pesticides can become ineffective if
used repeatedly in the same place; one reason
is suggested by the finding that there are much
larger populations of pesticide-degrading
microbes in soils with a relatively long history of
pesticide use than in soils that are free of such
chemicals.

(8) If used repeatedly in the same place, one reason
that certain pesticides can become ineffective is
suggested by the find ing that there are much
larger populations of pesticide-degrading
microbes in soils with a relatively long historyof
pesticide use than in soils that are free of such
chemicals.

(C) If used repeatedly in the same place, one reason
certain pesticides can become ineffective is
suggested by the finding that much larger
populations of pesticide-degrading microbes are
found in soils with a relatively long historyof
pesticide use than those that are free of such
chemicals.

(0) The find ing thatthere are much larger populations
of pesticide-degrading microbes in soils with a
relatively long history of pesticide use than in
soils that are free of such chemicals is
suggestive of one reason, if used repeatedly in
the same place, certain pesticides can become
ineffective.

(E) The finding of much larger populations of
pesticide-degrading microbes in soils with a
relatively long historyof pesticide use than in
those that are free of such chemicals suggests
one reason certain pesticides can become
ineffective if used repeatedly in the same place.
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60. In the textbookpublishing business, the second
quarter is historically weak, because revenues are low
and marketing expenses arehigh as companies
prepare for the coming school year.

(A) lowand marketing expenses are high as
companies prepare

(B) low and their marketing expenses are high as
theyprepare

(C) lowwith higher marketing expenses in
preparation

(0) low, while marketing expenses are higher to
prepare

(E) low, while their marketing expenses arehigher in
preparation

61. Almost a decade after New York State passed laws
to protect patients by reducing the grueling hours
worked by medical residents, twelve hospitals have
been investigated by state medical officials, finding
that all twelve consistently break the laws, many
residents work longer than 24 hours straight. and that
more than half the surgical residents work more than
95 hours a week.

(A) twelve hospitals have been investigated by state
medical officials, finding that all twelve
consistently break the laws, many residents
work longer than 24 hours straight, and that
more than half the surgical residents work

(8) an investigation by state medical officials of
twelve hospitals have found all twelve consistently
breaking the laws, thatmany residents work
longer than 24 hours straight, with more than half
the surgical residents working

(Cl an investigation of twelve hospitals by state
medical officials has found that all twelve
consistently break the laws, that many residents
work longer than 24 hours straight, and that
more than half the surgical residents work

(0) twelve hospitals were investigated by state
medical officials who found all twelve breaking
the laws, with many residents working longer
than 24 hours straight, and more than halfthe
surgical residents work

(E) an investigation by state medical officials has
found that, of twelve hospitals, all twelve
consistently break the laws, that many residents
work longer than 24 hours straight, with more
than half the surgical residents working



62. Parliament didnot accord full refugee benefits to twelve
of the recent immigrants because it believed that to do
it rewards them for entering the country illegally.

(A) to do it rewards

(8) doing it rewards

(C) to do this would reward

(0) doing so would reward

(E) to do it would reward

63. Many policy experts say that shifting a portion of
health-benefit costs back to the workers helps to
control the employer's costs. but also helps to limit
medical spending by making patients more careful
consumers.

(A) helps to control the employer's costs, but also
helps

(8) helps thecontrol of theemployer's costs, and also

(C) not only helps to control the employer's costs,
but also helps

(0) helps to control notonly theemployer's costs, but

(E) not only helps to control the employer's costs,
and also helps

64. Ms. Chambers is among the forecasters who predict
that the rate of addition to arable lands will dropwhile
those of loss rise.

(A) those of loss rise

(B) it rises for loss

(C) those of losses rise

(0) the rate of loss rises

(E) there are rises for the rate of loss

65. The market for recycled commodities like aluminum
and other metals remain strong despite economic
changes in the recycling industry.

(A) commodities like aluminum and other metals
remain

(8) commodities like those of aluminum and other
metals are remaining

(C) commodities such as aluminum and other
metals remains

(0) commodities, such as aluminum and other
metals, remain

(El commodities, like the commodities of aluminum
and other metals, remains

5.6 Sentence Correction Sa mple Questions

66. Unlike auto insurance. the frequency of claims does
not affect the premiums for personal property
coverage. but if the insurance company is able to
prove excessive loss due to owner negligence, it may
decline to renew the policy.

(A) Unlike auto insurance, the frequency of claims
doesnot affect the premiums for personal
property coverage,

(8) Unlike with auto insurance, the frequency of
claims do not affect the premiums for personal
property coverage,

(C) Unlike the frequency of claims for auto insurance,
the premiums for personal propertycoverage
are not affected by the frequency of claims,

(0) Unlike the premiums for auto insurance, the
premiums for personal propertycoverage are
not affected by the frequency of claims,

(E) Unlike with the premiums for auto insurance, the
premiums for personal property coverage is not
affected by the frequency of claims,

67. Faced with an estimated $2 billion budget gap, the
city's mayor proposed a nearly 17percent reduction
in the amount allocated the previous year to maintain
the city's majorcultural institutions and to subsidize
hundreds of local arts groups.

(A) proposed a nearly 17percent reduction in the
amount allocated the previous year to maintain
the city's majorcultural institutions and to
subsidize

(8) proposed a reduction from the previous year of
nearly 17percent in the amount it was allocating
to maintain the city's majorcultural institutions
and for subsidizing

(C) proposed to reduce, by nearly 17percent, the
amount from the previous year that was
allocated for the maintenance of the city's major
cultural institutions and to subsidize

(0) has proposed a reduction from the previous year
of nearly 17percent of the amount it was
allocating for maintaining the city's major
cultural institutions, and to subsidize

(E) was proposing that the amount theywere
allocating be reduced by nearly 17percent from
the previous year for maintaining the city's major
cultural institutions and for the subsidization
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68. Byoffering lower prices and a menu of personal
communications options, such as caller identification
and voice mail, the new telecommunications company
has not only captured customers from other phone
companies but also forced them to offer competitive
prices.

(A) has not only captured customers from other
phone companies but also forced them

(B) has not only captured customers from other
phone companies, but it also forced them

(C) has not only captured customers from other
phone companies but also forced these
companies

(0) not only has captured customers from other
phone companies but also these companies
have been forced

(E) not only captured customers from other phone
companies, but it also has forced them

69. The Anasazi settlements at Chaco Canyon were built
on a spectacular scale, with more than 75 carefully
engineered structures, of up to 600 rooms each, were
connected by a complex regional system of roads.

(A) scale, with more than 75 carefully engineered
structures, of upto 600 rooms each, were

(8) scale, with more than 75 carefully engineered
structures, of upto 600 rooms each,

(C) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of upto 600 rooms, each that had
been

(0) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of up to 600 rooms and with each

(E) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of up to 600 rooms, each had been

258

70. The gyrfalcon, an Arctic bird of prey, has survived a
close brush with extinction; its numbers are now five
times greaterthan when the use of OOT was sharply
restricted in the early 1970s.

(Al extinction; its numbers are now five times
greaterthan

(8) extinction; its numbers are now five times
more than

(C) extinction, their numbers now fivefold what
theywere

(0) extinction, nowwith fivefold the numbers
theyhad

(E) extinction, now with numbers five times
greaterthan

71. Analysts blamed May's sluggish retail sales on
unexciting merchandise as well as the weather, colder
and wetter than was usual in some regions, which
slowed sales of barbecue grills and lawn furniture.

(A) colderand wetter than was usual in some
regions, which slowed

(8) which was colder and wetter than usual in some
regions, slowing

(C) since it was colder and wetter than usually in
some regions, which slowed

(0) being colderand wetter than usually in some
regions, slowing

(E) having been colderand wetter than was usual in
some regions and slowed

72. State officials report that soaring rates of liability
insurance have risen to force cutbacks in the
operations of everything from local governments and
school districts to day-care centers and recreational
facilities.

(Al rates of liability insurance have risen to force

(B) ratesof liability insurance are a force for

(C) rates for liability insurance areforcing

(0) rises in liability insurance rates are forcing

(E) liability insurance rates have risen to force



73. After suffering $2 billion in losses and 25,000 layoffs,
the nation's semiconductor industry, which makes
chips that run everything from computers and spy
satellites to dishwashers. appears to have made a
long-awaited recovery.

(A) computers and spysatellites to dishwashers,
appears to have

(8) computers, spy satellites, and dishwashers,
appears having

(C) computers, spy satellites, and dishwashers,
appears that it has

(0) computers and spysatellites to dishwashers,
appears that it has

(El computers and spysatellites aswel l as
dishwashers, appears to have

74. While some academicians believe that business ethics
should be integrated into every business course,
others say that students will takeethics seriously QD.!Y
if it would be taughtas a separately required course.

(A) only if it would be taught as a separately
required course

(B) only if it is taught as a separate, required course

(C) if it is taughtonly as a course required
separately

(0) if it was taught only as a separate and required
course

(E) if it would only be taught as a required course,
separately

75. Scientists have observed large concentrations of
heavy-metal deposits in the upper twenty centimeters
of Baltic Sea sediments. which are consistentwith the
growth of industrial activity there.

(A) Baltic Sea sediments, which are consistent with
the growth of industrial activity there

(8) Baltic Sea sediments, where the growth of
industrial activity is consistent with these findings

(C) Baltic Sea sediments, findings consistentwith its
growth of industrial activity

(0) sediments from the Baltic Sea, findings
consistentwith the growthof industrial activity
in the area

(E) sediments from the Baltic Sea, consistent with
the growthof industrial activity there

5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Quest ions

76. Under a provision of the Constitution that was never
applied. Congress has been required to call a
convention for considering possible amendments to
the document when formally asked to do it by the
legislatures of two-thirds of the states.

(A) was never applied, Congress has been required
to call a convention for considering possible
amendments to the document when formally
asked to do it

(8) was never applied, there has been a requirement
that Congress call a convention for
consideration of possible amendments to the
document when asked to do it formally

(C) was never applied, whereby Congress is
required to call a convention for considering
possible amendments to the document when
asked to do it formally

(0) has never been applied, whereby Congress is
required to call a convention to consider
possibleamendments to the document when
formally asked to do so

(E) has never been applied, Congress is required to
call a convention to consider possible
amendments to the document when formally
asked to do so

77. Geologists believe that the warning signs for a major
earthquake may include sudden fluctuations in local
seismic activity, tilting and other deformations of the
Earth's crust, changing the measured strain across a
fault zone and varying the electrical properties of
underground rocks.

(A) changing the measured strain across a fault
zone and varying

(8) changing measurements of the strain across a
fault zone, and varying

(C) changing the strain as measured across a fault
zone, and variations of

(0) changes in the measured strain across a fault
zone , and variations in

(E) changes in measurements of the strain across a
fault zone, and variations among
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78. The root systems of most flowering perennials either
become too crowded, which results in loss in vigor,
and spread too far outward, producing a bare center.

(A) which results in loss in vigor, and spread

(8) resulting in loss in vigor, or spreading

(C) with the result of loss of vigor, or spreading

(D) resulting in loss of vigor, or spread

(E) with a resulting loss of vigor, and spread

79. The computer company has announced that it will
purchase the color-printing division of a riva l company
for $950 million, which is part of a deal that will make
it the largest manufacturer in the officecolor-printing
market.

(A) million, which is part of a deal that will make

(8) million, a part of a deal that makes

(C) million, a part of a deal making

(D) million as a part of a deal to make

(E) million aspart of a deal that will make

80. Any medical test will sometimes fail to detecta.
condition when it is present and indicate that there is
one when it is not.

(A) a condition when it is present and indicate that
there is one

(8) when a condition is present and indicate that
there is one

(C) a condition when it is present and indicatethat it
is present

(D) when a condition is present and indicate its
presence

(E) the presence of a condition when it is there and
indicate its presence
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81. Since 1986, when the Department of Labor began to
allow investment officers' fees to be based on how the
funds theymanage perform, several corporations
began paying their investment advisers a small basic
fee, with a contractpromising higher fees if the
managers perform well.

(A) investmentofficers' fees to be based on how the
funds they manage perform, several corporations
began

(8) investment officers' fees to be based on the
performance of the funds theymanage, several
corporations began

(C) that fees of investment officers be based on
how the funds they manage perform, several
corporations have begun

(D) fees of investment officers to be based on the
performance of the funds theymanage, several
corporations have begun

(E) that investment officers' fees be based on the
performance of the funds they manage, several
corporations began

82. Downzoning, zoning that typically results in the
reduction of housing density, allows for more open
space in areas where little water or services exist.

(A) little water or services exist

(8) little water or services exists

(e) few services and little water exists

(D) there is little wateror services available

(E) there are few services and little available water

83. In theory, international civil servants at the United
Nations are prohibited from continuing to draw
salaries from their own governments; in practice,
however, some governments merely substitute living
allowances for their employees' paychecks, assigned
by them to the United Nations.

(A) for theiremployees' paychecks, assigned by them

(8) for thepaychecks of their employees who have
been assigned

(C) for the paychecks of their employees, having
been assigned

(D) in place of their employees' paychecks, for
those of them assigned

(E) in place of the paychecks of their employees to
have been assigned by them



84. The computer company's present troubles are a result
of technological stagnation, marketing missteps, and
managerial blunders so that several attemptsto revise
corporate strategies have failed to correct it.

(A) so that several attempts to revise corporate
strategies have failed to correct it

(8) so that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct

(C) in that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct them

(0) that several attempts to revise corporate
strategies have failed to correct

(E) that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct them

85. According to a study by the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching, companies in the
United States are providing job training and general
education for nearly eightmillion people, about
equivalent to the enrollment of the nation's four-year
colleges and universities.

(A) equivalent to the enrollment of

(8) the equivalent of those enrolled in

(C) equal to thosewho are enrolled in

(0) as many as the enrollment of

(E) as many as are enrolled in

86. Intar, the oldest Hispanic theater company in New
York, has moved away from the Spanish classics and
now it draws onthe works both of contemporary
Hispanic authors who live abroad and of those in the
United States.

(A) now it draws on the works bothof contemporary
Hispanic authors who live abroad and of those

(8) now draws on the works of contemporary
Hispanic authors, both those who live abroad
and those who live

(C) it draws on the works of contemporary Hispanic
authors now, both those living abroad and who
live

(0) draws nowon the works both of contemporary
Hispanic authors living abroad andwho are living

(E) draws on the works now of both contemporary
Hispanic authors living abroad and those

5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Qu estions

87. Last year, land values in most parts of the pinelands
rose almostso fast. and in some parts even faster
than what theydid outside the pinelands.

(A) so fast, and in some parts even faster than what
they did

(8) so fast, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(C) as fast, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(0) as fast as, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(E) as fast as, and in some parts even faster than
what theydid

88. Clouds are formed from the evaporationof the
oceans' water that is warmed by the sun and rises
high into the atmosphere. condensing in tinydroplets
on minute particles of dust.

(A) Clouds are formed from the evaporation of the
oceans' water that is warmed by the sun and
rises high into the atmosphere, condensing in
tiny droplets on minute particlesof dust.

(8) Clouds form by the sun's warmth evaporating
the water in the oceans, which rises high into the
atmosphere, condensing in tinydroplets on
minute particles of dust.

(C) Warmed bythe sun, ocean water evaporates,
rises high into the atmosphere, and condenses
in tinydroplets on minute particles of dust to
form clouds.

(0) The water in the oceans evaporates, warmed by
the sun, rises high into the atmosphere, and
condenses in tiny droplets on minute particles of
dust, which forms clouds.

(E) Ocean water, warmed by the sun, evaporates
and rises high into the atmosphere, which then
condenses in tiny droplets on minute particles of
dust to form as clouds.
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89. If Dr. Wade was right. any apparent connection of the
eating of highly processed foods and excell ing at
sports is purely coincidental.

(A) If Dr. Wade was right, any apparent connection
of the eating of

(8) Should Dr. Wade be right, any apparent
connection of eating

(C) If Dr. Wade is right, any connection that is
apparent between eating of

(D) If Dr. Wade is right, any apparent connection
between eating

(El Should Dr. Wade have been right, any connection
apparent between eating

90. The commission proposed that funding for the park's
development. which could be open to the public early
nextyear, is obtained through a localbond issue.

(Al that funding for the park's development. which
could be open to the public early nextyear, is

(8) that funding for development of the park, which
could be open to the public early nextyear, be

(C) funding for the development of the park,
perhaps open to the public early next year, to be

(D) funds for the park's development, perhaps open
to the public early next year, be

(El development fund ing for the park, which could
be open to the public early next year, is to be
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91. Seismologists studying the earthquake that struck
northern California in October 1989 are still
investigating some of its mysteries: the unexpected
power of the seismic waves, the upward thrust that
threw one man straight into the air, and the strange
electromagnetic signals detected hours before the
temblor.

(A) the upward thrust that threw one man straight
into the air, and the strange electromagnetic
signals detected hours before the temblor

(8) the upward thrust that threw one man straight
into the air, and strange electromagnetic signals
were detected hours before the temblor

(C) the upward thrust threwone man straight into
the air, and hours before the temblor strange
electromagnetic signals were detected

(D) one man was thrown straightinto the air by the
upward thrust, and hours before the temblor
strange electromagnetic signals were detected

(E) one man who was thrown straight into the air by
the upward thrust, and strange electromagnetic
signals that were detected hours before the
temblor

92. Schistosomiasis, a disease caused by a parasitic
worm, is prevalent in hot, humid climates, and it has
become more widespread as irrigation projects have
enlarged the habitat of the freshwater snails that are
the parasite's hosts for part of its life cycle.

(Al the freshwater snails that arethe parasite's
hosts for part of its life cycle

(B) the freshwater snails that arethe parasite's
hosts in part of their life cycle

(C) freshwater snails which become the parasite's
hosts for part of its life cycles

(Dl freshwater snai ls which become the hosts of the
parasite during the parasite's life cycles

(E) parasite's hosts, freshwater snails which
become their hostsduring their life cycles



5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Questions

93. Two new studies indicate that many people become 95. Proponents of artificial intelligence say theywill be
obese more due to the fact that their bodies burn able to make computers that can understand English
calories too slowly than overeating. and other human languages, recognize objects, and

reason as an expertdoes-computers that will be
(A) due to the fact that their bodies burn calories used to diagnose equipment breakdowns, deciding

too slowly than overeating whether to authorize a loan, or other purposes such
(B) due to their bodies burning calories too slowly as these.

than to eating too much

(C) because their bodies burn calories too slowly
(A) as an expertdoes-computers that will be used

than that they are overeaters to diagnose equipment breakdowns, deciding

(0) because their bodies burn calories too slowly
whether to authorize a loan, or other purposes
such as these

than because theyeat too much
(B) as an expert does, which may be used for

(E) because of their bodies burning calories too purposes such as diagnosing equipment
slowly than because of their eating too much breakdowns or deciding whether to authorize

a loan
94. Judge Bonham denied a motion to allow members of

(C) like an expert-computers that will be used for
the juryto go home at the end of each day instead of

such purposes as diagnosing equipment
to confine them to a hotel.

breakdowns or deciding whether to authorize

(A) to allow members of the jury to go home at the a loan

end of each day instead of to confine them to (0) like an expert, the use of which would be for

(B) that would have allowed members of the jury to purposes like the diagnosis of equipment

go home at the end of each day instead of breakdowns or the decision whether or not a

confined to loan should be authorized

(C) under which members of the jury are allowed to (E) like an expert, to be used to diagnose equipment

go home at the end of each day instead of breakdowns, deciding whether to authorize a

confining them in loan or not, or the like

(0) that would allow members of the jury to go
home at the end of each day rather than 96. Floating in the waters of the equatorial Pacific, an

confinement in array of buoys collects and transmits data on tong-

(E) to allow members of the jury to go home at the
term interactions between the ocean and the

end of each dayrather than be confined to
atmosphere, interactions that affect global climate.

(Al atmosphere, interactions that affect

(8) atmosphere, with interactions affecting

(C) atmosphere that affects

(0) atmosphere that is affecting

(E) atmosphere as affects
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97. Unlike the United States. where farmers can usually 100. Sixty-five million years ago, according to some
depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in most scientists, an asteroid bigger than Mount Everest
parts of Sri Lanka are concentrated in the monsoon slammed into NorthAmerica, which. causing plant and
months, June to September, and the skies are animal extinctions, marks the end of the geologic era
generally clear for the rest of the year. known as the Cretaceous Period.

(A) Unlike the United States, where farmers can (Al which, causing plantand animal extinctions,
usually depend on rain or snow all year long, the marks
rains in most parts of Sri Lanka (8) which caused the plant and animal extinctions

(8) Unlike the United States farmers who can usually and marks
depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in (C) and causing plantand animal extinctions that
mostparts of Sri Lanka mark

(C) Unlike those of the United States, where farmers (Dl an event that caused plantand animal
can usually depend on rain or snow all year long, extinctions, which marks
most parts of Sri Lanka's rains (El an event that caused the plantand animal

(Dl Incomparison with the United States, whose extinctions that mark
farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all
year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka 101. The Federalist papers, a strong defense of the United

(E) Inthe United States, farmers can usually depend States Constitution and important as a bodyof work in
on rain or snow all year long, but in most parts political science as well. represents the handiwork of
of Sri Lanka the rains three differentauthors.

98. Although Napoleon's army entered Russia with far (Al and important as a bodyof work in political

more supplies than they had in their previous science aswell, represents

campaigns, it had provisions for onlytwenty-four days. (8l aswell as an important bodyof work in political
science, represent

(A) they had in their previous campaigns, (C) and also a bodyof workof importance in
(8) their previous campaigns had had, political science is representing
(C) they had for any previous campaign, (D) an important bodyof work in political science
(D) in their previous campaigns, and has been representative of

(El for any previous campaign, (E) and as political science an important body of
work too, represent

99. After the Civil War, contemporaries of Harriet
Tubman's maintained that she has all of the qualities of 102. As business grows more complex, students majoring
a great leader: coolness in the face of danger, an in specialized areas like those of finance and
excellent sense of strategy, and an ability to plan in marketing have been becoming increasingly
minute detail. successful in the job market.

(A) Tubman's maintained that she has (Al majoring in specialized areas like those of finance

(8) Tubman's maintain that she had and marketing have been becoming increasingly

(C) Tubman's have maintained that she had (8) who major in such specialized areas as finance

(D) Tubman maintained that she had
and marketing are becoming more and more

(El Tubman had maintained that she has
(C) who majored in specialized areas such as those

of finance and marketing are being increasingly

(0) who major in specialized areas like those of
finance and marketing have been becoming
more and more

(E) having majored in such specialized areas as
finance and marketing are being increasingly

264



103. Inuits of the Bering Sea were in isolation from contact
with Europeans longer than Aleuts or Inuits of the
North Pacific and northern Alaska.

(A) in isolation from contactwith Europeans longer
than

(8) isolated from contact with Europeans longer than

(C) in isolation from contact with Europeans longer
than were

(0) isolated from contactwith Europeans longer
than were

(E) in isolation and without contacts with Europeans
longer than

104. Although the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed
star, to be sighted was in the summer of 1967 by
graduate student Jocelyn Bell. it had not been
announced until February 1968.

(A) Although the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, to be sighted was in the summer
of 1967by graduate student Jocelyn Bell, it had
not been announced until February 1968.

(B) Although not announced until February 1968, in
the summer of 1967graduate student Jocelyn
Bell observed the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, to be sighted.

(C) Although observed by graduate student Jocelyn
Bell in the summer of 1967, the discovery of the
first sighted pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed
star, had not been announced before February
1968.

(0) The first pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed star,
to be sighted was observed in the summer of
1967 bygraduate student Jocelyn Bell, but the
discovery wasnotannounced until February 1968.

(E) The first sighted pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, was not announced until February
1968,while it was observed in the summer of
1967by graduate student Jocelyn Bell.

5.6 Sentence Correction Sample Quest ions

105. The physical structure of the human eye enables it to
sense light of wavelengths up to 0.0005 millimeters;
infrared radiation, however, is invisible because its
wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too longto be
registered by the eye.

(A) infrared radiation, however, is invisible because
its wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too long to
be registered by the eye

(8) however, the wavelength of infrared
radiation-OJ millimeters-is too long to be
registered by the eye making it invisible

(C) infrared radiation, however, is invisible because
its wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too long for
the eye to register it

(0) however, because the wavelength of infrared
radiation is 0.1 millimeters, it is too long for the
eye to register and thus invisible

(E) however, infrared radiation has a wavelength of
0.1 millimeters that is too longfor the eye to
register, thus making it invisible

106. As well as heatand light. the sun is the source of a
continuous stream of atomic particles known as the
solarwind.

(A) As well asheatand light, the sun is the source
of a continuous stream

(B) Besidesheatand light, also the sun is the
source of a continuous stream

(C) Besides heatand light, the sun is also the
source of a continuous streaming

(0) The sun is the source not only of heatand light,
but also of a continuous stream

(E) The sun is the source of not onlyheatand light
but, as well, of a continuous streaming
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107. Bluegrass musician Bill Monroe, whose repertory, 109. The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only
views on musical collaboration, and vocal style were eyewitness account of the greateruption of Vesuvius
influential on generations of bluegrass artists. was in two letters to the historian Tacitus.
also an inspiration to many musicians. that included
Elvis Presley and JerryGarcia. whose music differed (A) The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only

significantly from his own. eyewitness account of the greateruption of
Vesuvius in two letters to the historian Tacitus.

(A) were influential ongenerations of bluegrass (B) To the historian Tacitus, the nephew of Pliny
artists, was also an inspiration to many the Elder wrote two letters, being the only
musicians, that included Elvis Presley and Jerry eyewitness accounts of the great eruption of
Garcia, whose music differed significantly from Vesuvius.

(B) influenced generations of bluegrass artists, also (C) The only eyewitness account is in two letters by
inspired many musicians, including Elvis Presley the nephew of Pliny the Elder writing to the
and JerryGarcia, whose music differed historian Tacitus an account of the great
significantly from eruption of Vesuvius.

(C) was influential to generations of bluegrass (D) Writing the only eyewitness account, Pliny the
artists, was also inspirational to many musicians, Elder's nephew accounted for the greateruption
that included Elvis Presley and JerryGarcia, of Vesuvius in two letters to the historian
whose music was different significantly in Tacitus.
comparison to (E) In two lettersto the historian Tacitus, the

(D) was influential to generations of bluegrass nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only
artists, also inspired many musicians, who eyewitness account of the great eruption of
included Elvis Presley and JerryGarcia, the Vesuvius.
music of whom differed significantly when
compared to 110. Being a United States citizen since 1988 and born in

(E) were an influence on generations of bluegrass Calcutta in 1940. author Bharati Mukherjee has lived in
artists, was also an inspiration to many England and Canada, and first came to the United
musicians, including Elvis Presley and Jerry States in 1961 to study at the Iowa Writers' Workshop.
Garcia, whose music was significantly different

Being a United States citizen since 1988 andfrom that of (A)

born in Calcutta in 1940, author Bharati

108. Sound can travel through water for enormous Mukherjee has

distances, prevented from dissipating its acoustic (B) Having been a United States citizen since 1988,

energy as a result of boundaries in the ocean created she was born in Calcutta in 1940; author Bharati

bywater layers of different temperatures and Mukherjee

densities. (C) Born in Calcutta in 1940, author Bharati

prevented from dissipating its acoustic energy
Mukherjee became a United States citizen in

(A) 1988; she has
as a result of

(D) Being born in Calcutta in 1940 and having been
(B) prevented from having its acoustic energy a United States citizen since 1988, author

dissipated by Bharati Mukherjee
(C) its acoustic energy prevented from dissipating by (E) Having been born in Calcutta in 1940and being
(D) its acoustic energy prevented from being a United States citizen since 1988, author

dissipated asa result of Bharati Mukherjee
(E) preventing its acoustic energy from dissipating by
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111. Initiated five centuries after Europeans arrived in the
New World on Columbus Day 1992. Project SETI
pledged a $100 million investment in the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence.

(Al Initiated five centuries after Europeans arrived in
the New World on Columbus Day 1992, Project
SETI pledged a $100million investment in the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence.

(8l Initiated on Columbus Day 1992, five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World , a
$100million investment in the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence was pledged by
Project SETI.

(Cl Initiated on Columbus Day 1992, five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World,
Project SETI pledged a $100million investment
in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence.

(Dl Pledging a $100million investment in the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence, the initiation of
Project SETI five centuries after Europeans
arrived in the New World on Columbus Day
1992.

(El Pledging a $100 million investment in the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World, on
Columbus Day 1992, the initiation of Project
SETI took place.

5.6 Sentence Correct ion Sample Questions

112. In the 1980sthe federal government was the largest
single provider of day care for children . offering child
care, health, and educational servicesto hundreds of
thousands of children from poor households through
the Head Start program and which supported private
day-care facilities through child-care tax credits, state
block grants, and tax breaks for employers who
subsidized day-care services.

(Al In the 1980sthe federal government was the
largest single provider of day care for children ,
offering

(8l The federal government was the largest single
provider of day care for children in the 1980s,
which offered

(C) In the 1980sthe federal government was the
largest single provider of daycare for children
and offered

(Dl The largest single provider of day care for
children in the 1980swas the federal
government, offering

(El In the 1980sthe largest single provider of day
care for children was the federal government,
which offered

113. In A.D. 391, resulting from the destruction of the
largest libraryof the ancient world at Alexandria. later
generations lost all but the Iliad and Odyssey among
Greek epics, most of the poetryof Pindar and Sappho,
and dozens of plays byAeschylus and Euripides.

(Al resulting from the destructionof the largest
libraryof the ancient world at Alexandria,

(8l the destroying of the largest libraryof the
ancient world at Alexandria resulted and

(C) because of the result of the destruction of the
libraryat Alexandria, the largest of the ancient
world,

(Dl as a result of the destruction of the library at
Alexandria, the largest of the ancient world,

(El Alexandria's largest libraryof the ancient world
was destroyed, and the result was
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5.7 Answer Key

I. E 30. B 59. A 88. e
2. B 3I. e 60. A 89. D

3. A 32. A 6I. e 90. B

4. e 33. D 62. D 9I. A

5. E 34. D 63. e 92. A

6. D 35. E 64. D 93. D

7. A 36. E 65. e 94. E

8. e 37. B 66. D 95. e
9. e 38. E 67. A 96. A

10. e 39. E 68. e 97. E

II. e 40. e 69. B 98. E

12. B 4I. E 70. A 99. D

13. A 42. E 7I. B 100. E

14. D 43. B 72. e 10I. B

15. E 44. D 73. A 102. B

16. e 45. E 74. B 103. D

17. e 46. e 75. D 104. D

18. A 47. e 76. E 105. A

19. A 48. A 77. D 106. D

20. E 49. e 78. D 107. B

2I. A 50. e 79. E 108. e
22. e 5I. A 80. e 109. E

23. D 52. B 8I. D 110. e
24. E 53. D 82. E 11I. e
25. e 54. e 83. B 112. E

26. A 55. B 84. D 113. D

27. A 56. B 85. E

28. e 57. A 86. B

29. E 58. E 87. D
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5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

5.8 Answer Explanations

The following discussion of sentence correction is intended to familiarize you with the most efficient and
effective approaches to these kinds of questions. The particular questions in this chapter are generally
representative of the kinds of sentence correction questions you will encounter on the GMAT.

1. Like ants, termites have an elaborate social structure
in which a few individuals reproduce and the rest are
serving the colony by tending juveniles. gathering
food. building the nest. or theybattle intruders.

(A) are serving the colony by tending juveniles,
gathering food, building the nest, or theybattle

(B) are serving the colony in that they tend juveniles,
gather food, build the nest, or battle

(C) serve the colony, tending juveniles, gathering
food, building the nest, or by battling

(0) serve the colony by tending juveniles, gathering
food, by building the nest, or by battling

(E) serve the colony by tending juveniles, gathering
food, building the nest, or battling

Parallelism ; Rhetorical construction

The sentence most effect ively uses parallel
structure to contrast two types of termites in the
social structure of termite colonies: those who
reproduce, and those who serve the colony in a
number ofways. The progressive verb form are
serving should be changed to simple present tense
serve to parallel reproduce. In the final list of
respon sibilities, parallelism demands that all
assume the gerund form as objects of the
preposition: by tending . . . gathering . . . building . . .
or battling.

A The progressive verb form are serving is
inappropriate for this general claim about
termite behavior. It should parallel the
previou s verb reproduce. It is unnecessary to
introduce a new clause or they battle
intruders, because battling is another way
some termites serve the colony and should
therefore be expressed as another object of
the preposition by.

B In that they is an awkward and wordy
construction-a poor substitute for by in
thi s context.

e The prepo sition by clarifies how th e termites
serve their colony and should govern all of
th e task descriptions, not jus t th e final one.

D There is no need to repeat th e preposition by,
because all tasks can be described in a series
of parallel objects of the same preposition .
To violate parallel structure by omitting the
preposition before one gerund but repeating
it for the rest confuses the reader.

E C orrect. The sentence uses proper parallel
str ucture and is clear and concise.

The correc t answer is E.

2. Some bat caves, like honeybee hives, have residents
that takeon different duties such as defending the
entrance, acting as sentinels and to sound a warning
at the approach of danger, and scouting outside the
cave for new food and roosting sites.

(A) acting as sentinels and to sound

(B) acting as sentinels and sounding

(C) to act as sentinels and sound

(D) to act as sentinels and to sound

(El to act as a sentinel sounding

Parallelism; Agreement

111e origina l sentence has an error in parallel
structure. It starts by using the ing (participial)
form to list th e bat s' duties. Defending, acting, and
scouting all use the same ing form. The ph rase to
sound uses the to (infinitive) form, and so it is not
parallel. 111e word sounding is required in thi s
sentence .

A To sound is not parallel to deftnding, acting,
and scouting.

B Correct. Thi s sentence has sounding, wh ich
properly pa rallels defending; acting, and
scouting.

e To act and sound are not para llel to deftnding
and scouting.
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D To act and to sound are not parallel to
deftnding and scouting.

E The singular a sentinel produces an agreement
error, and to aet is not parallel to scouting.

4. The voluminous personal papers of Thomas Alva
Edison reveal that his inventions typically sprang to life
not in a flash of inspiration but evolved slowly from
previous works.

The correct answer is B.

3. However much United States voters may agree that
there is waste in government and that the government
as a whole spends beyond its means, it is difficult to
find broad support for a movement toward a minimal
state.

(A) However much United States voters may
agree that

(8) Despite the agreement among United States
voters to the fact

(C) Although United States voters agree

(D) Even though United States voters may agree

(E) There is agreement among United States
voters that

Parallelism; Grammatical construction

In this correctly written sentence, parallel
subordinate clauses are followed by a main clause.
These parallel subordinate clauses are both
introduced by that: that there is ... and that the
government. . . .

A Correct. In this sentence, the repetition of
that to introduce two subordinate clauses
makes the construction parallel and correct.

B That is omitted. The sense of the sentence is
distorted by the omission of may. 1he phrase
agreement . . . to thefilet is awkward.

C That is omitted, and the sense of the
sentence is distorted by the omission of may.

D That is omitted.

E Using two independent clauses separated
only by a comma creates a run-on sentence,
and the sense of the sentence is distorted by
the omission of may.

The correct answer is A.

270

(A) sprang to life not in a flash of inspiration but
evolved slowly

(8) sprang to life not in a flash of inspiration but
were slowly evolved

(C) did not springto life in a flash of inspiration but
evolved slowly

(D) did not spring to life in a flash of inspiration but
had slowly evolved

(E) did not spring to life in a flash of inspiration but
theywere slowly evolved

Parallelism; Idiom

1he construction not . . . but shows a contrast.
The words following not must be parallel in
construction to the words following but. In the
original sentence not is followed by a prepositional
phrase (in aflash of inspiration), while but is
followed by a verb (evolv ed). To make the two
contrasting elements parallel, not should be
followed by a verb rather than a phrase.

A The construction following not is not
parallel to the construction following but.

B The construction following not is not
parallel to the construction following but.

C Correct. In this sentence, not is followed by
the verb spring just as but is followed by the
verb evolved.

D Had . . . evolved introduces an incorrect verb
tense.

E The construction following not is not
parallel to the construction following but.

The correct answer is C.

5. Hundreds of species of fish generate and discharge
electric currents, in burstsor as steady electricfields
around their bodies, using their power eitherto find
and attack prey. to defend themselves. or also for
communicating and navigating.

(A) either to find and attack prey, to defend
themselves, or also for communicating and
navigating



(B) either for find ing and attacking prey, defend
themselves, or for communication and
navigation

(C) to find and attack prey, for defense, or
communication and navigation

(D) for finding and attackingprey, to defend
themselves, or also for communication and
navigation

(E) to find and attack prey, to defend themselves,
or to communicate and navigate

Idiom; Verb form

The sentence explains th at fish discharge electric
cur rents for several purposes , which are most
efficiently and effectively described in a parallel
struc ture: tofind and attack, to defend, or to
commun icate and navigate. The use of either is
inappropr iate in this sente nce because more than
two uses of electric currents are listed; idiomatic
usage requires either to be followed by or to
identify alternatives, not by also.

A Either inap propriately intro duces a list of
more than two alternatives, and it should
not be followed by or also; parallelism
requ ires th at ft r communicat ing and
navigating be changed to to communicate
and navigate.

B D eftnd is not parallel with the list of
geru nds, leaving th e reader to wonder how
to make sense of defend themselv es.

C The lack of paralleli sm obscures the
relationships among the items in the series;
it is especially confusin g to list an infinitive
phrase (tofind . . .), an object of a preposition
(for dtje nse), and noun s with no grammatical
connection to the verb phrase
(communication and nav igat ion).

D 1l1is answer choice also violate s parallelism
by mixing an infinitive with objects of the
preposition /01: Or also is an unidiom atic,
contradictory expression .

E Correct. The different ways in which the
var ious species of fish use th eir electric
power are correctly expressed in a series of
parallel infinitives.

The correct answer is E .

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

6. A Labor Department study states that the numbers of
women employed outside the home grewby more
than a thirty-five percent increase in the past decade
and accounted for more than sixty-two percent of the
total growth in the civilian workforce.

(Al numbers of women employed outside the home
grewby more than a thirty-five percent increase

(8) numbers of women employed outside the home
grew more than thirty-five percent

(C) numbers of women employed outside the home
were raised by more than thirty-five percent

(D) number of women employed outside the home
increased by more than thirty-five percent

(E) number of women employed outside the home
was raised by more than a thirty-five percent
increase

Diction; Rhetorical construction

The sentence misuses the word numbers and
conta ins th e redundant word increase. The plural
numbers means a large crowd or multitude, while
the singu lar number refers to a specific quantity of
ind ividuals. The count ofwomen here shou ld be
expressed as the nu mber. The noun increase repeats
the meaning already present in the verb grew ;
only one of the two words is necessary to the
sentence.

A Numbers shou ld be number. Grew and
increase repeat the same idea.

B N umbers should be the singular number.

C Numbers should be number. The passive-voice
verb w ere raised by is unclear and wordy.

D Correct. In this sentence, number correc tly
replaces numbers, and redundancy is
eliminated with the use of the verb increased.

E The passive-voice verb w as raised by is
unclear and wordy. Increase is redundant.

The correct answer is D .
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7. From the earliest days of the tribe, kinship determined
theway in which the Oj ibwa society organized its
labor, provided access to its resources, and defined
rights and obligations involved in the distribution and
consumption of those resources.

(Al and defined rights and obligations involved in the
distribution and consumption of those resources

(8) defining rightsand obligations involved in their
distribution and consumption

(C) and defined rights and obligations as theywere
involved in its distribution and consumption

(D) whose rights and obligations were defined in
their distribution and consumption

(E) the distribution and consumption of them
defined by rightsand obligations

(A) phones, using their mobile phones for making
long-distance calls at nightor on weekends, at a
time which

(8) phones, instead using mobile phones to make
long-distance calls during the nightor weekends,
during which

(Cl phones by using their mobile phones to make
long-distance calls at nightor onweekends, when

(D) phones using mobilephones for making long
distance calls during the night or weekends, when

(E) phones when using their mobile phones to make
long-distance calls at nightor onweekends, a
time which

Rhetorical construct ion; Grammatical
construction

Paralleli sm; l ogical predicati on; Grammatical
construction

Thi s correctly written sentence uses a series of
three parallel constructions to describe how the
Ojibwa society organized . . . ,provided . . . , and
defined. The three verbs match each other, an
example of correct parallelism.

A Correct. The three verbs are parallel in thi s
sentence.

B D efining is not parallel to organized and
prov ided.

C As they were is wordy and imprecise, and its
has no clear referent.

D Wh ose rights and obligatiom illogically refers
to resources.

E Thi s construction breaks the parallel
structure and is illogical and
ungrammatical.

The correct answer is A.

8. As the cost of wireless service has steadily dropped
over the last year and as mobile phones have become
increasingly common, many people arefinding that
they can avoid toll charges on their home phones.
using their mobile phones for making long-distance
calls at nightor on weekends, at a time which many
wireless companies provide unlimited airtime for a
small monthly fee.
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Thi s sentence explains how people avoid toll
charges on their home phones, and th is purpose is
best clarified by using the preposition by to connect
the ph rase can auoid . . . with the explanatory using
their mobilepho nes. The phrase at a time w hich is
confusing because it seems to suggest a time other
than at night or on toeehends. Which is the wrong
relative pronoun for referring to tim e; substitu ting
when for the entire phrase streamlines the sentence
and makes its mean ing clear.

A By is needed between phones and using to
clarify that this sentence explains how
people avoid cha rges. A t a time which should
be replaced by when.

B In stead nonsensically contrasts avoidi ng toll
charges with the method for accomplishing
this. During w hich is awkward and unclear,
especially as during appears twice in the
same phrase.

C Correct. The sentence is clear, concise, and
grammatically correct.

D By is needed between phones and using to
clarify the explanation of how people avoid
charges.

E Wh en inappropriately takes the place of by,
obscuring the fact th at using mobile phones
at night and on weekends is a method for
avoiding toll charge s.

The correct answer is C .



10. The rising of costs of data-processing operations at
many financial institutions has created a growing
opportunity for independent companies to provide
these services more efficiently and at lower cost.

9. Delighted by the reported earnings for the first quarter
of the fiscal year, it was decided by the company
manager to give her staff a raise.

(A) it was decided by the company manager to give
her staff a raise

(B) the decision of the company manager was to
give her staff a raise

(C) the company manager decided to give her staff
a raise

(D) the staff was given a raise by the company
manager

(E) a raise wasgiven to the staff by the company
manager

Logical predication; Verb form

Who was delighted? The company manager was
delighted. The long modifyin g phrase th at
introduces th e sentence describes a person , not it,

so th e delighted person must be the subject of the
sentence. Correcting the modification error also
changes the construction from the wordy passive
voice, it w as decided by x, to the more concise
active voice, x decided; the act ive voice is generally
preferred.

A The modifier illogically describes it, not the
company manager. The passive voice is wordy.

B The modifi er illogically describes the
decision. The construction decision oftbe ...
was ... is wordy.

C Correct. The modifying phrase correctly
modifies the company manager; using th e
act ive voice creates a more conc ise sentence.

D The modifier describes the stafl rather than
the company manager; the passive voice is
wordy.

E The modifi er illogically describes a raise; the
passive voice is wordy.

The correct answer is C.

(Al The rising of costs

(8) Rising costs

(C) The rising cost

5.8 Sentence Correction A nswer Explanat ions

(D) Because the rising cost

(E) Because of rising costs

Id iom; Agreement; Grammatical construction

7he rising ofcosts is wordy and awkward. The
correct idiom is th e more concise the rising cost.

The main verb of the sentence, has created,

requires a singular subject to ma intain subject
verb agreement.

A the rising ofcosts is not th e correct idiom .

B R ising costs does not agree with singular
verb, has created.

C Correct. the rising cost is the correc t idiom,
and it agree s with the singular verb in thi s
sentence.

D Because introduces a subordinate clause,
creating a sentence fragment.

E Because introduces a subordinate clause,
creating a sentence fragment.

The correc t answer is C.

11. Native to South America, when peanuts were introduced
to Africa byPortuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century they were quickly adopted into Africa's
agriculture. probably because of being so similarto the
Bambarra groundnut, a popular indigenous plant.

(A) when peanuts were introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century theywere quickly adopted into Africa's
agriculture, probably because of being

(8) peanuts having been introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century and quickly adopted into Africa's
agriculture, probably because of being

(C) peanuts were introduced to Africa by
Portuguese explorers early in the sixteenth
century andwere quickly adopted intoAfrica's
agriculture, probably because they were

(D) peanuts, introduced to Africa by Portuguese
explorers early in the sixteenth century and
quickly adopted into Africa's agriculture,
probably because theywere

(E) peanuts, introduced to Africa by Portuguese
explorers early in the sixteenth century and
having been quickly adopted intoAfrica's
agriculture, probablybecause they were
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Grammatical construction; logical predication

The opening adjectival phrase Native to South
America must be followed immediately by the
noun it modifies: peanuts. The sente nce makes
two main points about peanuts- they were
introduced to Africa and they were quickly
adop ted the re. The most efficient way to ma ke
these points is to make peanuts the subjec t of two
main verbs: w ere introduced and were . . . adopted.

A When incorrectly intervenes between the
opening adjectival phrase and the noun it
modifies, and it is also unnecessary because
early in the sixteenth century explains when.
Because ofbeing is wordy and indi rect.

B This version of the sentence has no main
verb, since having been introduced and quickly
adopted both introduce adjectival phrases.

C Correct. The sentence is properly str uctured
and grammatically correc t.

D This version of the sente nce has no main
verb because introduced and adopted both
function as adjectives.

E This version of the sentence has no main
verb because introduced and having been . . .
adopted function as adjectives.

The correct answer is C.

12. William H. Johnson's artistic debt to Scandinavia is
evident in paintings that range from sensitive portraits
of citizens in his wife's Danish home, Kerteminde, and
awe-inspiring views of fjords and mountain peaks in
the western and northern regions of Norway.

(Al and

(8) to

(C) and to

(Dl with

(El in addition to

Idiom; logical predication

The correct idiom is rangef rom x toy. In this
sentence, the correct idiom is paintings that range
from sensitive portraits . . . to awe- inspiring views.
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A And does not complete the idiomatic
expression correctly.

B Correct. In this sentence , to correc tly
completes th e idiomatic construction range
from x to y .

C And to does not complete the idiomatic
expression correctly.

D With does not complete the idiomatic
expressio n correctly.

E In addition to does not complete th e
idiomatic expression correctly.

The correct answer is B .

13. Growing competitive pressures may be encouraging
auditors to bend the rules in favor of clients: auditors
may. for instance. allow a questionable loan to remain
on the books in order to maintain a bank's profits on
paper.

(A) clients; auditors may, for instance, allow

(8l clients, as an instance, to allow

(Cl clients, like to allow

(Dl clients, such as to be allowing

(El clients; which might, as an instance, be the
allowing of

Grammatical construction; Rhetorical
construction

This sentence correctly joins two independent
clauses with a semicolon. The first clause makes a
generalization; the second clause gives a particular
example that supports the generalization.

A Correct. Th is sentence correctly has two
independent clauses with linked ideas joined
with a semicolon.

B In trying to condense two main clauses into
one, this construc tion produces an
ungram matical sequence of words with no
clear meaning.

C The preposition like should not be used to
introduce the infinitive phrase to allow . . . ;
th e comparative preposition like is prop erly
used to draw a comparison bet ween two
nouns .



D Such as to be allowing is not a correct
idiom atic expression.

E The sem icolon is followed by a wordy,
incorrect con struction rather than an
independent clau se.

The correct answer is A.

14. The themes that Rita Dove explores in herpoetryis,
universal. encompassing much of the human condition
while occasionally she deals with racia l issues.

(Al is universal, encompassing much of the human
conditionwhile occasionally she deals

(8) is universal, encompassingmuch of the human
condition, also occasionally it deals

(C) are universal , theyencompass much of the
human condition and occasionally deals

(D) are universal, encompassing much of the human
condition whi le occasionally dealing

(E) are universal , theyencompass much of the
human condition, also occasionally are dealing

Agreem ent ; Grammatica l const ruction

The plural subject of the sentence, themes, requires
the plural verb are in place of is. Because the
themes of D ove's poetry encompass the human
condition and deal with racial issues, there is no
need to make this a compound sentence by
introduce a new gram matical subject, she, in a
fina l clause. A single subject with two parallel
verbs is the cleare st and most efficien t for m for
this sen tence.

A The plural subject disagrees with the sing ular
verb. The sentence sho uld retain the focus
on th e single subject themes rather than
int roduce a new subject and clause at
the end.

B The plural subject disagrees with the sing ular
verb. Because also occasionally it deals with . . .
in tro duces a new main clause, the comma
between condit ion and also is an insufficient
connector (creating a comma splice).

C The comma between univ ersal and they is an
insufficien t connector, creating a comma
splice; the sing ular verb deals does not agree
with the plur al subject they.

5.8 Sentence Correction A nsw er Explanations

D Correct. The plural verb are agrees with the
plural subject. The sentence is effectively
worded and gram matically correct.

E Th e com ma between universal and they
creates a com ma splice. There is no subject
for the verb are dealing.

The correct answer is D.

15. It is well known in the supermarket industry that how
items are placed on shelves and the frequency of
inventory turnovers can be crucial to profits.

(A) the frequency of inventory turnovers can be

(8) the frequency of inventory turnovers is often

(C) the frequency withwhich the inventory turns
over is often

(D) how frequently is the inventory turned over are
often

(E) how frequently the inventory turns over can be

Paralle lism ; Agreement

Two acti vities are considered crucial, and those
two activities should appear as gram ma tically
parallel elements in the sentence . Th e fir st is how
items arep laced on shelves , so the second should be
how f requently the inv entory turns over.

A Thef requency . . . is not parallel to how
items. . . .

B Thefrequency . . . is not parallel to how
items . . . , and is does not agree w ith the
compound subject .

C Thefrequency . . . over is lengthy, wo rdy, and
not parallel, and is do es not ag ree with the
compound subject.

D I s the inv entory is not parallel to items are
placed.

E C orrect. In this sentence, the two clauses,
how items areplaced on shelves and how
frequently the inventory turns over, are
parallel.

The correct answer is E.
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16. Iguanas have been an important food source in Latin
America since prehistoric times, and it is still prized as
a game animal bythe campesinos, who typically cook
the meat ina heavily spiced stew.

(A) it is still prizedas a game animal

(8) it is still prized as game animals

(C) they are still prized as game animals

(D) they are still prized as being a game animal

(E) being still prized as a game animal

Agreement; Grammatical construction

The pronouns and nouns that refer to the plural
noun iguanas must be plura l, as should the verb
followin g the (corrected) pronoun in the second
clause. Thus, the sentence should read: Iguanas . . .
they are still prized asgame animals.

A It is and a game animal do not agree with
Iguanas.

B It is does not agree with iguanas or game
animals .

C Correct. In th is sente nce, they are and game
animals properly agree with iguanas.

D A game animal does not agree with iguanas;
being is unnecessary and awkward.

E A game animal does not agree with iguanas.
The second independen t clause requires a
subject and a verb, not the participle being.

The correct answer is C.

17. Travelers to Mars would have to endure low levels of
gravity for long periods of time, avoid large doses of
radiation, contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil. and perhaps even having to ward off
contamination by Martian life-forms.

(A) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even having to ward

(8) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, andperhaps even warding

(C) contend with the chemically reactive Martian
soil , and perhaps even ward

(D) contendingwith the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even to ward

(E) contending with the chemically reactive Martian
soil, and perhaps even warding
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Parallelism; Grammatical construction

This sentence provides a list of three conditions
M ars travelers would certa inly have to contend
with, along with one additional thing they might
have to do-w ard offcontamination by Martian
lifi-jOrms. The items in the list are most clearly
and effect ively structured in parallel-as phrases
begin ning with infinitive verb form s- to endure,
(to) avoid, (to) contend, (to) ward off Because the
sentence introduces all the se actions as something
travelers would have to do, repeatin g the hav[ing]
to construction in th e final item of the list is
redu ndant.

A The phrase having to is not parallel with the
other items in the list, and it unnecessarily
repeats the sense of the introdu ctory phrase,
which identifies all items in th e list as th ings
travelers would have to do.

B 1 he verb form warding is not parallel with
th e other items in th e list.

C Correct. The sentence uses proper gramma r
and parallel construct ion .

D The participial form contending violates the
parallel str ucture of th e list of infinitive
phrases. The reader is misled into thinki ng
that contending w ith chemically reactive
M artian soil describe s what travelers would
have to do to avoid rad iat ion doses.

E The participial phrases contending w ith and
warding i?ffviolate the parallel st ruc ture
established by the list of infinitive phrases.

The correct answer is C .

18. Except for a concert performance that the composer
himself staged in 1911 , Scott Joplin's ragtime opera
Treemonisha was not produced until 1972, sixty-one
years after its completion .

(A) Except for a concert performance that the
composer himself staged

(8) Except for a concert performance with the
composer himself staging it

(C) Besides a concert performance being staged by
the composer himself

(D) Excepting a concert performance that the
composer himself staged



(E) With the exception of a concert performance
with the staging done by the composer himself

Id iom; Rhetorica l construction

Thi s sentence requires attention to idiom and to

conciseness. ExceptfOr is correctly followed by a
noun, concert performance; that the composer himself
staged is a clause that clearly and concisely
describes the performance.

A Correct. In thi s sentence, the correct idiom
is used in a clear and concise expres sion.

B With . . . it is an awkward and wordy
construction, and staging suggests ongoing
action rather than action completed in 1911.

C Being staged suggests ongoing rather than
completed action.

D Excepting usually appears in negative
constructions; it is not the correct idiom in
this sentence.

E This sentence is awkward and wordy.

Th e correct answer is A.

19. Chinese, the most ancient of living writing systems,
consists of tens of thousands of ideographic
characters, each character a miniature calligraphic
composition inside its own square frame.

(A) each character a miniature calligraphic
composition inside its

(8) all the characters a miniature calligraphic
composition inside their

(C) all the characters a miniature calligraphic
composition inside its

(0) every character a miniature calligraphic
composition inside their

(E) each character a miniature calligraphic
composition inside their

Agreement

The underlined part of the original sentence acts
as a modifier, or a phrase in apposition, describing
Chinese ideographic characters. The modifier
correctly uses the singular for all three terms:
character, composition, and its all agree.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Exp la na t ions

A Correct. In this sentence, the nouns character
and composit ion and the pronoun its agree.

B Characters and their are plural, but
composition is singular.

C W hile characters is plural, composition and its
are singular.

D Character and composition are singular, but
their is plural.

E Character and composition are singular, but
their is plural.

The correct answer is A.

20. Declining values for farm equipmentand land, the,
collateral against wh ich farmers borrowto get through
the harvest season, is going to force many lenders to
tighten or deny credit this spring.

(A) the collateral against which farmers borrow to
get through the harvest season, is

(8) which farmers use as collateral to borrow
against to get through the harvest season, is

(C) the collateral which is borrowed against by
farmers to get through the harvest season, is

(D) which farmers use as collateral to borrow
against to get through the harvest season, are

(E) the collateral against which farmers borrow to
get through the harvest season, are

Ag reem ent; Rhet orical construct ion

Because a lengthy construction appears between
the subject and the verb, it may be hard to see at
first th at the plural subject valuesdoes not agree
with th e sing ular verb is. Values requires are.

A The singular verb is does not agree with the
plural subject values.

B Is does not agree with values; the clause is
awkward and redundant.

C 11- does not agree with values; the clause is
awkward and wordy.

D Use as collateral to borrow against is
redundant; the wording is awkward .

E C orrect. In this sentence, the plural subject
values agrees with the plural verb are.

The correct answer is E.
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21. While depressed propertyva lues can hurt some large
investors, they are potentially devastating for
homeowners. whose equity- in many cases
representing a life's savings-can plunge or even
disappear.

(Al they arepotentially devastating for homeowners,
whose

(B) they can potentially devastate homeowners in
that their

(C) for homeowners theyare potentially devastating,
because their

(D) for homeowners, it is potentially devastating in
that their

(El it can potentially devastate homeowners, whose

Rhetorical construction; Agree ment

This sentence is correct and concise . They clearly
refers to property v alues, and whose refers to
homeowners.

A Correct. The relationship between nouns
and pronouns is correct in this sentence; th e
expression is concise and clear.

B Can potentially is redundant; in that their is
wordy, awkward, and ambiguous.

C Their appears to refer to they (property values)
rather than to homeowners.

D It does not agree with property v alues; in that
their is wordy and awkward.

E It does not agree with property v alues; can
potentially is redundant.

The correct answer is A.

22. Japanese researchers are producing a series of
robots that can identify human facial expressions, to
which they will then respond: their goal is primarily
creating a robot that will empathize with us.

(A) expressions, to which theywill then respond;
their goal is primarily creating

(Bl expressions, then responding to them; primarily
to create

(C) expressions and then respond to them; the
researchers' primary goal is to create

(D) expressions aswell as giving a response to
them; their primary goal is creation of
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(El expressions and responding to them; primarily,
the researchers' goal is creating

Logical predicat ion; Rhetorical construction

Thi s sentence uses two complete clauses to present
two main topics-the capabilities of robots
designed by Japanese researchers and the goal
that motivates this design. The first clause most
effectively uses a succession of parallel verbs to
describe what the robots can do: identifY
expre ssions and respond to them. Beginning the
second clause with the possessive pronoun their
creates amb iguity, because it is not clear whether
the pronoun refers to the robots or the
researchers.

A The pronouns they and their in this version
of the sentence are ambiguous, possibly
referring to both researc hers and robots.

B The phrase then responding to them should be
converted to a main verb to parallel identifY
and to make clear that the robots can do
these two things. The semicolon should be
followed by a complete clause, but in thi s
version of the sentence it is followed by an
adverbial phrase.

C Correct. The wording is concise and
unambiguous.

D The phrase as well as giv ing a response to them
is wordy; the pronoun their is amb iguous.

E R esponding is the wrong verb form-it
should be an infinitive to parallel identifY.

The correct answer is C.

23. Consumers may not think of household cleaning
products to be hazardous substances, but many of
them can be harmful to health, especially if they are
used improperly.

(Al Consumers may not think of household cleaning
products to be

(Bl Consumers may not think of household cleaning
products being

(Cl A consumer may not think of theirhousehold
cleaning products being

(Dl A consumer may not thinkof household cleaning
products as

(El Household cleaning products may not be
thoughtof, by consumers, as



Idiom; Agreement

The sentence uses an idiom th at is correctly
expressed as think ofx as y. The use of to be is
incorrect.

A To be is incorrect in the idiom to think ofx
asy.

B Being is incorrect in the idiom to th ink ofx
asy.

C Being is incorrect in th e idiom to think ofx
asy. Their does not agree with a consumer.

D Correct. Th is sentence uses th e idiom
correctly: think ofhouseholdproducts as.

E The passive-voice construction is awkward
and wordy.

The correct answer is D.

24. In recent years cattle breeders have increasinglyused
crossbreeding, in part that their steers should acauire
certain characteristics and partly because
crossbreeding is said to provide hybrid vigor.

(A) in part that their steers should acquire certain
characteristics

(8) in part for the acquisition of certain
characteristics in their steers

(C) partly because of their steers acquiring certain
characteristics

(D) partly because certain characteristics should be
acquired by their steers

(E) partly to acquire certain characteristics in their
steers

Parallelism; Rhetorica l construc t ion

The sentence gives two reasons th at cattle
breeders use crossbreeding; th ese reasons shou ld
be introduced in parallel ways with the word
p artly. The infinitive to acquire clearly and
concisely conveys the purpose of th e
crossbreeding.

A In p art should be partly. Use of the relat ive
clause that their steers should acquire . . . is
ungrammatical.

B In part should be partly. Use of prepos it ional
phrases is wordy and awkward.

5.8 Sentence Correction Ans wer Explanations

C Because ofsugg ests that crossbreed ing has
occur red because the steers have already
acqu ired certa in cha racteristics.

D Passive voice should be acqui red by is awkward
and illogical.

E Correct. In this sentence, the word partly
is used to intro duce both reasons; the phrase
to acquire certain characterist ics is clear and
concise.

The correct answer is E.

25. Like Auden, the language of James Merrill is chatty,
arch, and conversational-given to complex syntactic
flights aswell as to prosaic free-verse strolls.

(A) Like Auden, the language of James Merrill

(8) Like Auden, James Merrill's language

(C) Like Auden's, James Merrill's language

(D) As with Auden, James Merrill's language

(E) As is Auden's the language of James Merrill

l ogical predicat ion; Rhetorica l construct ion

The intent of the sentence is to compare the
language used by the two authors; both wr ite in
a chatty, arch, an d conversationa l way. Using the
phrase like Auden's to begin the comparison
creates a concise statement, and the parallel
cons truction of Merrill 's also reduces wordiness
and enha nces clarity. Since th e possessive Auden's
matches th e possessive M errill 's, the word
language is not needed following the word Auden's.

A Auden is illogically compared to language.

B Auden is illogically compared to language.

C Correct. Thi s sentence states the
comparison correctly and concisely, making
it clear th at Auden's langu age is being
compared with Merrill's langu age.

D It is unclear what th e adverb ph rase as w ith
A uden modifie s.

E While the sentence attempts to compare
Auden's language with M errill's, its
phrasing is wordy and confusing.

The correct answer is C.
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26. The Baldrick Manufacturing Company has for several
years followed a policy aimed at decreasing operating
costs and improving the efficiency of its distribution
system.

(A) aimed at decreasing operating costs and
improving

(B) aimed at the decreasing of operating costs and
to improve

(C) aiming at the decreasing of operating costs and
improving

(D) the aim of which is the decreasing of operating
costs and improving

(E) with the aim to decrease operating costs and to
improve

Parall eli sm; Rhetorical con struction

This correct sentence uses the grammatically
parallel elements decreasing and impro·ving to
describe the two aims of the company's poli cy.

A C orrect. D ecreasing and improv ing are
grammatically parallel; aimed at is a correct
and concise expression.

B The decreasing and to imp rov e are not par allel.

C Using the before decreasing create s a gerund,
which is not parallel to the participle
improv ing.

D The aim ofw hich is awkward and wordy; the
decreasing is not parallel to improving.

E With the aim to is not the correct idiom; the
cor rect idiom is with the aim ojfollowed by
an ing verb form such as decreasing.

The correct answer is A .

27. Obtaining an investment-grade rating will keep the
county's future borrowing costs low. protect its
already-tattered image, and increase its ability to buy
bond insurance.

(A) Obtaining an investment-grade ratingwill keep
the county's future borrowing costs low, protect

(B) To obtain an investment-grade ratingwill keep
the county's future borrowing costs low, and
protect

(C) Having obtained an investment-grade ratingwill,
in keeping the county's future borrowing costs
low, protect
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(D) To obtain an investment-grade rating would keep
the county's future borrowing costs low,
protecting

(E) Obtaining an investment-grade rating, keeping
the county's borrowing costs low, would be
protecting

Verb form; Parallelism

Th is sen tence lists three benefits the county will
experience when it obtains an investment-grade
rati ng. Th e auxilia ry verb w ill applies to all of
th ese future benefit s, so all of the verbs listin g
those benefits mu st take infinitive verb forms to
parallel (will) keep. M oreover, the possessive
county's in the first verb phrase mu st be paralleled
in the successive phrases w ith the possessive
pronoun its.

A Correct. The sentence uses cor rect verb
for ms and correct parallel structure.

B The infinitive subject To obtain suggests th at
obtain ing an investment grade rating is an
obje ctive in and of itself, not a means to
achieve the desired benefit s; the repetit ion of
and between the phrases in the list is
unnecessarily wordy.

C Th e correct verb form to anticipate future
consequences is the present-tense gerund
obtaining rather than the pre sent-perfect
form having obtained. This version of the
sentence is not only confusing, it is also
wordy,

D The faulty parallelism is con fusing; protecting
introduces an adjective phrase describing the
subject of the sen tence, but th is makes
increase into a verb with no subject.

E This sentence implies that ohtaining an
investment-grade rat ing and keeping costs
low are the sam e thing; this version of th e
sentence makes the referent of th e possessive
pron oun its uncertain because th e possessive
pronoun no longer identifies with the
possessive noun in a gram matically parallel
series.

The correct answer is A.



28. Eating saltwater fish may significantly reduce the risk
of heartattacks and also aid for sufferers of
rheumatoid arthritis and asthma, according to three
research studies published in the New England Journal
of Medicine.

(A) significantly reduce the risk of heartattacks and
also aid for

(8) be significantin reducing the risk of heart
attacks and aid for

(C) significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks
and aid

(0) cause a significant reduction in the risk of heart
attacks and aid to

(El significantly reduce the risk of heartattacks as
well as aiding

Diction; Parallelism

The word aid can be a noun or a verb; here it
should be a verb that is parallel to the verb reduce.
If aid were a noun, it would parallel risk and so
would mean illogically that eating fish reduces aid
for sufferers as well as the risk ofheart attacks.

A Aid'for seems to be a noun, parallel to the
noun risk , indicating that eating saltwaterfish

reduces aid'for sufferers.

B A id'for seems to be a noun, parallel to the
noun risk, indicating that eating saltwaterfish

reduces aid'for sl1ferers.

C Correct. In this sente nce, aid is used as a
verb, parallel to th e verb reduce. Sufferers is
the dire ct objec t of aid; no preposition is
needed.

D Aid to is incorrectly used as a noun ,
suggesting that eati ng saltwaterfish reduces
aid to suffirers.

E While this sentence conveys the correct
meaning, it lacks the parallel st ructure
found in the correct answer.

The correct answer is C.

29. According to some economists, the July decrease in
unemployment so that it was the lowest in two years
suggests that the gradual improvement in the job
market is continuing.

(A) so that it was the lowest in twoyears

(8) so that it was the lowest two-year rate

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

(C) to what would be the lowest in two years

(0) to a two-year low level

(E) to the lowest level in two years

Idiom; Rhetorical construction

In this sentence, decrease is used as a noun and
cannot gram matically be modifi ed by the
adverbial so that. The simple prepo sitional phrase
to the low est lev el in two years is a precise, concise
alterna t ive.

A The use of so that it was to modify a noun is
ungramm atical, and it could refer to either
decrease or unemployment.

B The use of so that it was to modify a noun is
ungrammatical. It could refer to either
decrease or unemployment , and the word rate
is unclear.

C Use of the conditional would to state a fact is
nonstandard ; lowest should refer to a noun
such as leuel.

D The meaning of to a two-year low lev el is
unclear, and th e ph rase is unidiomatic.

E Correct. Thi s sentence uses a clear, simple
phrase that conveys an unambiguous
meaning.

The correct answer is E.

30. Thomas Eakins' powerful style and his choices of
subject-the advances in modern surgery, the
discipline of sport, the strains of individuals in tension
with society or even with themselves-was as
disturbing to his own time as it is compelling for ours.

(A) was as disturbing to hisown time as it is

(8) were as disturbing to his own time as they are

(C) has been asdisturbing inhis own time asthey are

(0) had been as disturbing in his own time as it was

(El have been as disturbing in his own time as

Agreement; Verb form

The compound subjec t of thi s sentence, sty le and
choices, is followed by singular verbs, was and is,

and a sing ular pronoun, it. The comp ound subject
requires the plural verbs w ere and are and the
plural pronoun they .
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A The verbs and pronoun are singular, but the
subject is plural.

B Correct. Verbs (were, are) and pronoun (they)
agree with the plural subject in th is sentence.

C H as been is singular and illogically indicates
th at Eakins' time continues today.

D H ad been indicates a time anterior to some
other past time; it w as is singular and the
wrong tense.

E H av e been illogically indicates that Eakins'
time continues into the present day.

The correct answer is B.

31. Nearly two tons of nuclear-reactor fuel have already
been put into orbit around the Earth, and the chances
of a collision involving such material increase greatly
as the amount of both space debris and satellites
continue to rise.

(A) as the amount of both space debris and
satellites continueto rise

(B) as the risecontinues in both the amount of
satellites and space debris

(C) as the amount of space debris and the number
of satellites continue to rise

(D) with the continually increasing amount of space
debris and thenumber of satellites

(E) with the amount of space debris continuing to
increase along with the number of satellites

Diction; Rhetorical con struct ion

This sentence opens with a main clause stating a
condition (two tons of nuclear-reactor fuel orbiting
the Earth) and follows this with a second main
clause stating possible consequences of combining
this condition (amount of space debri s) with a
second condition (rising number of satellites).
Because debris is not a coun table noun, it must be
described as an amount; satellites are countable, so
they must be referred to as a number, not an
amount.

A A mount is an inappropriate descriptor for
satellites.

B Amount is an inappropriate descriptor for
satellites. Both should be followed by two
nouns, but here it is followed by only one, so
the comparison is grammatically incorrect.
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C Correct. TIle sentence is unambiguous and
grammatically correct and uses amount and
number correctly.

D By attaching the adjective increasing only to
amo unt ofsp ace debris, the sentence fails to
indicate th at the number of satellites is also
growing. Thi s leaves the function of and the

num ber ofsatellites uncertain and confusing.

E This version of the sentence is indirect,
wordy, and confusing.

The correct answer is C.

32. Like Rousseau. Tolstoi rebelled against theunnatural
complexity of human relations in modern society.

(A) Like Rousseau, Tolstoi rebelled

(B) Like Rousseau, Tolstoi's rebell ionwas

(C) As Rousseau, Tolstoi rebelled

(D) As did Rousseau, Tolstoi's rebellionwas

(E) Tolstoi's rebellion, as Rousseau's, was

l ogi cal predication; Rhetorical con st ruction

The preposition like correctly compares two equal
nouns, in this case, two writers. The comparison
must be between two equal elements; it cannot be
between a person and an event. The original
sentence is di rect, clear, and concise.

A Correct. The two writers are compared
clearly and succinctly in this sentence.

B Tolstoi's rebellion rather than Tolstoi is
compared to R ousseau.

C When used as a conjunction, as should
introduce clauses, not phrases or noun s.

D Tolstoi's rebellion is compared to R ousseau. To
be correct, thi s construction would have to
be as did Rousseau, Tolstoi rebelled, but this is
a wordy alternative.

E Tolstoi's rebellion . . . was against is awkward
and wordy; Tolstoi rebelled against is more
direct.

The correct answer is A.



33. The Wal lerstein study indicates that even after a
decade young men and women still experience some
of the effects of a divorce occurring when a child.

(A) occurringwhen a child

(8) occurring when children

(C) that occurred when a child

(D) that occurred when theywere children

(E) that has occurred as each was a child

Logical predication; Agreement

The original sentence has two problems. (1) The
phrasing implies that the young men and women
had divorced in child hood. (2) The word child
does not agree with the plural antecedent men and
women.

A Child does not agree with men and women,
and the phrase occurring w hen a child is
illogical.

B The phrase occurring w hen children is illogical.

C Child does not agree with men and women.

D Correct. This sentence corrects both
problems by making it clear that the divorce
took place when the men and women were
children and by using they and children to
agree with men and women.

E E ach does not agree with men and women;
has occurred is not the correct verb tense.

The correct answer is D.

34. Lacking information aboutenergy use, people tend to
overestimate the amount of energy used by equipment.
such as lights. that are visible and must be turned on
and off and underestimate that used by unobtrusive
equipment, such aswater heaters.

(Al equipment, such as lights, thatare visible and
must be turned on and off and underestimate that

(B) equipment, such as lights, that arevisible and
mustbe turned on and off and underestimate it
when

(C) equipment, such as lights, that is visible and must
beturned on and off and underestimate it when

(D) visible equipment, such as lights, that mustbe
turned on and off and underestimate that

(E) visible equipment, such as lights, that must be
turned on and off and underestimate it when

5.8 Sentence Correction An sw er Exp lanati ons

Parall eli sm; Agreement

Thi s sentence has errors in parallelism and in
subject-verb agreement. The clause that are ·v isible
is not parallel to the adjective unobtrusiv e. Two
kind s of equipment are being cont rasted , v isible
and unobt rusive , so to be parallel (and concise)
each adjective should appear dire ctly before the
noun it modifi es, equipmen t . The noun equipment
is singular and requires a singular verb.

A That are visible is not parallel to unobtrusive,
and are does not agree with equipment.

B That are v isible is not parallel to unobtrusiv e,
and it w hen used by is not parallel to the
amou nt . . . used by. The singular noun
equipment requires a singular verb.

C That is visible is not parallel to unobtrusiue; it
when used by is not parallel to the amount . . .
used by .

D Correct. In this sentence, the two adjectives
v isible and unobtrusiv e are parallel, and
placing visible before equipment eliminates
th e verb and solves the agreement problem.
The construction overestima te the amount of
energy used by .. . an d . . . underestimate that
used by provides parallel structure .

E It whe n usedby is not parallel to the amount . . .
used by.

The correct answer is D.

35. The rise in the Commerce Department's index of
leading economic indicators suggestthat the
economy should continue its expansion into the
coming months. but that the mixed performance of
the index's individual components indicates that
economic growthwill proceed at a more moderate
pace than in thefirst quarterof this year.

(A) suggest that the economy should continue its
expansion into the coming months, but that

(B) suggest that the economy is to continue
expansion in thecoming months, but

(C) suggests that the economy will continue its
expanding in the coming months, but that

(D) suggests that the economy is continuing to
expand into the coming months, but that

(E) suggests that the economy will continue to
expand in the coming months, but
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Agreement; Grammat ical construction ;
Verb form

The singu lar subject the rise require s the singu lar
verb suggests, not the plural suggest. This sentence is
best composed of a main clause followed by a
subordinate clause, the coordi nating conjunction
but, and then another main clause followed by a
subordinate clause. When that is repeated after but,
thi s structure is lost and a gra mmatically incorrect
one put in its place. The second half of the sentence
uses the future tense w ill p roceed, so the first half
should use will continue, the future tense reinforced
by the phrase in the coming months. The infinitive
phrase to exp and is the clearest of the alternatives .

A Suggest does not agree with the rise. Tbat
should be omitted to create a main clause,
and the verb should be the future tense will
cont inue.

B Suggest does not agree with the rise. The
phrase is to continue exp ansion is not as clear
as the more direct will continue to expand.

C Suggest does not agree with the rise, and use
of that results in a subordinate clause when a
main clause is required. Its expanding is
awkwa rd.

D That used after but result s in an incomplete
gra mmatical construction, and the verb
should be the future tense w ill continue.

E Correct. 111is sentence is complete and
correct, with the subject and verb in
agreement and the verbs in the future tense .

The correct answer is E.

36. Polio. although it is erad icated in the United States. it
continues elsewhere and is able to be brought into the
country by visitors.

(A) Polio, although it is eradicated in the United
States, it continues elsewhere and is able to be

(8) Polio, although eradicated in the United States,
it still continues elsewhere and can be

(C) Although still continuing elsewhere, polio has been
eradicated in the United States and could be

(D) Although having been eradicated in the United
States, polio still continues elsewhere and is
capableof being
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(E) Although eradicated in the United States, polio
continues elsewhere and could be

Grammatical construction; Rhetorical
construction

This sentence makes two main claims about a
single subject, po lio (that it continues elsewhere,
and that it can be brought back into the United
States). The claim th at polio has been eradicate d
in the Un ited State s is a condi tion of the other
two claims and is best expressed in a subordinate
clause .

A The second appearance of it as the subject of
continues and is leaves p olio as a subject with
no verb.

B The pronoun it is ungram matical because
polio already occupies the subject position for
the verbs continues and can be brought.

C The sequence of events in th is version of the
sentence is confusing. The possibility of
polio being reintroduced in the United
States is a consequence of its continu ing
elsewhere, but this version of the sentence
obscures that connection .

D A lthough not grammatically incorrect, this
version of the sentence is wordy and
indirect.

E Correct. The sentence is clear, concise, and
grammatically correct.

The correct answer is E.

37. Some buildings that were destroyed and heavily
damaged in the earthquake last yearwere constructed
in violation of the city's building code.

(A) Some buildings that were destroyed and heavily
damaged in the earthquake last year were

(B) Some buildings that were destroyed or heavily
damaged in the earthquake last year had been

(C) Some buildings that the earthquake destroyed
and heavily damaged last year have been

(D) Last year the earthquake destroyed or heavi ly
damaged some buildings that have been

(E) Lastyear some of the buildings that were
destroyed or heavily damaged in the earthquake
had been



Diction; Verb form

The buildings cannot be both destroyed and heavily
damaged at the same time; they must be one or the
other. The ideas of this sentence are most clearly
expressed using two verb tense s: the simple past,
were, for the earthquake occurring last year; and
the past perfec t, had been, for the time prior to
th at when the buildings were constructed.

A The buildings are illog ically said to be both
destroyed and damaged.

B Correct. This sentence properly states that
the buildings were either destroyed or
damaged and clarifies that they had been
constructed before th e earthquake struck.

C Buildings cannot be both destroyed and
damaged. The verb tense makes it seem that
they were constructed after the ear thquake.

D The verb tense illogica lly ind icates that the
bui ldings have been constructed since the
earthquake.

E This structu re indicates that construction of
the buildings, rather than the eart hquake,
occurred lastyear.

Th e correct answer is B.

38. A study commissioned by the Department of
Agriculture showed that if calvesexercise and
associated with othercalves. they will require less
medication and gain weight quicker than do those
raised in confinement.

(Al associated with other calves, theywill require
less medication and gain weight quicker than do

(8) associated with other calves, they require less
medication and gain weight quicker than

(C) associate with other calves, they required less
medication and will gain weight quicker than do

(D) associate with other calves, they have required
less medication and will gain weight more
quickly than do

(E) associate with other calves, they require less
medication and gain weight more quickly than

5.8 Sentence Cor re ct ion Answer Explanations

Verb form; Diction

The first and last verbs in the series ofverbs th at
describe the calves are in the present tense, so the
two in the middle should be as well: the calves
exercise . . . associate . . . require . . . gain weight.
Adverbs, not adjectives, describe how an action is
carried out. These calves gain weight more quickly,
not quicker, than other calves. The comparison is
between calves and those (referring to another set
of calves); the verb do ungrammatically interrupts
the comparison and should be eliminated.

A Associatedand will require do not match
exercise and gain. The adjective quicker
should be th e adverb morequickly, and do
must be om itted from the compar ison .

B Associatedis in the past rather than the
present tense; quicker is used in place of the
correct more quickly.

C R equired and will gain are not in the present
tense; quicker is used in place of the correct
morequickly. Do must be omitted.

D Ha·ve required and willgain should be in the
present ten se; do must be omitted.

E Correct. In this sentence, the verbs are all
in the present ten se; an adverb correctly
modifies the verb phrase; and the
comparison is logical and grammatically
correct.

The correct answer is E.

39. A recent study has found thatwithin the past few
years, many doctors had elected early retirement
rather than face the threatsof lawsuits and the rising
costs of malpractice insurance.

(A) had elected early retirement rather than face

(8) had elected early retirement instead of facing

(C) have elected retiring early instead of facing

(D) have elected to retire early rather than facing

(E) have elected to retire early rather than face
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Verb form ; Parallelism

For action that started in th e past and continues
into the present, it is correct to use th e present
perfect tense: hav e elected. When a choice is
presented using the rather than construc tion-the
doctorshave chosenx rather than y - the x and the y
must be parallel. In this case, the doctors have
chosen to retire rath er than (to understood) ftce. To
does not need to be repeated in order to maintain
parallelism because it is understood.

A H ad electedshows an action completed in th e
past; early retirement is not parallel to ftce.

B Had elected shows an action completed in the
past; retirement and ftcing are not parallel.

C Have elected must be followed by an
infinitive (to retire).

D Facing and to retire early are not parallel.

E Correct. In th is sentence, have elected shows
action continuing into the present; to retire
and (to understood) face are parallel.

The correct answer is E.

40. The Gorton-Dodd bill requires that a bank disclose to
their customers how longtheywill delay access to
funds from deposited checks.

(A) that a bank disclose to their customers how long
they will delay access to funds from deposited
checks

(8) a bank to disclose to their customers how long
theywill delay access to funds from a deposited
check

(C) that a bank disclose to its customers how long
it will delay access to funds from deposited
checks

(D) a bank that it should disclose to its customers
how long it will delay access to funds from a
deposited check

(E) that banks disclose to customers how long
access to funds from their deposited check is to
be delayed

Agreement; Rhetorical construction

A bank is singu lar and must be followed by the
singular pronouns its and it rather than th e plural
pronouns their and they.
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A Their and they do not agree with a bank.

B Their and they do not agree with a bank, and
the singular check is illogical since customers
do not share one check.

C Correct. In this sentence, the pronoun s its
and it agree with a bank, and deposited checks
is a logical fit with customers.

D R equires a bank that it should is not a
grammatical construction. The singu lar check
is illogical since the customers do not share
one check.

E The passive voice is to be delayed conceals the
bank's role in delaying access. The singular
checkwith th e plural their is illogical.

The correct answer is C.

41. Unlike a funded pension system, inwhich contributions
are invested to payfuture beneficiaries, a pay-as
you-go approach is the foundation of Social Security.

(A) a pay-as-you-go approach is the foundationof
Social Security

(8) the foundation of Social Security is a pay-as-
you-go approach

(C) the approach of Social Security is pay-as-you-go

(D) Social Security's approach is pay-as-you-go

(E) Social Security is founded on a pay-as-you-go
approach

Logical predication

This sentence contras ts two systems, afunded
pension system and Social Security . The sentence
must be st ruct ured so that the cont rast is logical
and gramm atical. After the first (jimded pension)
system is introduced and described, the second
(Social Security) system must be introduced. The
origina l sentence makes the mistake of
contrast ing afunded p ension system with a pay-as
you-go approach.

A A fundedpe nsion system is contrasted with an
app roach rather than with Social Security.

B A funded pe nsion system is contrasted with the
foundation rather th an with Social Security.

C A fun ded pe nsion system is contrasted with the
approach rather than with Social Security.



D A funded pension system is contrasted with
Social Security's approach rather than with
Social Security .

E Correct. The two systems are contrasted in
a logical, gram matical way in th is sentence .

The correct answer is E.

42. Twenty-two feet longand 10feet in diameter, the AM-1
is one of the many new satellites that is a part of
15years effort of subjecting the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans. and land surfaces to detailed
scrutiny from space.

(A) satellites that is a part of 15 years effort of
subjecting the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

(8) satell ites, which is a part of a 15-year effort to
subject how Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and
land surfaces interact

(Cl satellites, part of 15 years effort of subjecting
how Earth's atmosphere, oceans, and land
surfaces are interacting

(Dl satellites that are part of an effort for 15 years
that has subjected the interactions of Earth's
atmosphere, oceans, and land surfaces

(El satell ites that are part of a 15-year effort to
subject the interactions of Earth'satmosphere,
oceans, and land surfaces

Rhetorical construction; Logical predication

This sentence describe s one satellite and identifies
it as part of a larger space project designed to
scrutinize Ea rth's ocean, land, and atmospheric
interactions. The relative pronoun that refers to
satellites , so it should be followed by a plural verb.
The idiomatic expre ssion is ~fftrt to rather than
effort of.The correct adjectival term is 1S-year
rather th an 15 years.

A The relat ive pronoun that refers to satellites,
so it should be followed by the plural verb
are; effort to is th e correct idiomatic
expressio n; as an adjective, 15 years becomes
1S-year.

5.8 Sen tence Correction Answer Explanations

B In this version of the sentence, it is unclear
what the relative pronoun which refers to- if
it refers to sate//ites, it should be followed by
a plural verb. Presenting the object of the
verb subject as a phrase beginning with how
and ending with the verb interact produces a
sentence that seems to be about how variou s
conditions react to de tailed scrutiny from
space .

C This sentence too seems to be making a
nonsensical statement about how conditions
are interacting to detailed scrutiny. It is
not clear whether part refers to sate/lites or
the A M -1.

D Thi s version is wordy and confusing because
of the sequence of relative clauses begin ning
with that.

E Correct. The senten ce is clearly worded and
logically coherent.

The correct answer is E.

43. Though the term "graphic design" may suggest laying
out corporate brochures and annual reports. they have
come to signify widely ranging work, from package
designs and company logotypes to signs, book
jackets, computer graphics, and film titles.

(A) suggest laying out corporate brochures and
annual reports, theyhave come to signify widely
ranging

(8l suggest laying out corporate brochures and
annual reports, it has come to signify a wide
range of

(C) suggest corporate brochure and annual report
layout, it has signified widely ranging

(Dl have suggested corporate brochure and annual
report layout, it has signifieda wide range of

(El have suggested laying out corporate brochures
and annual reports. they have come to signify
widely ranging
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Agreement; Diction; Verb form

The subject of the sentence is th e singular noun
term, which must be followed by the singular it
has rather th an the plural they hav e. Widely

ranging could describe a conversation that moves
from one topic to another; in this context, it is
incorrect because the work does not move from
one place to another. A wide range ifwork shows
th at th e work consists of many different kinds of
projects.

A They have does not agree with term; widely
ranging wo rk is imprecise.

B Correct. In this sentence, it has agrees with
term, and the phrase a w ide range ifw ork
suggests a variety of projects.

C H as signified suggests a completed action
and thus distorts the meaning; w idely
ranging work is imprecise.

D H av e suggested does not agree with term . The
verb tenses suggest a completed act ion
rather than an ongoing one.

E Hav e suggested and they hav e do not agree
with term; widely ranging wo rk is imprecise.

The correct answer is B.

44. In contrastto large steel plants that take iron ore
through all the steps needed to produce several
differentkinds of steel, processing steel scrap into a
specialized group of products has enabled small mills
to put capital into new technology and remain
economically viable.

(A) processing steel scrap into a specialized group
of products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology and remain

(8) processing steel scrap into a specialized group
of products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology, remaining

(C) the processing of steel scrap into a specialized
groupof products has enabled small mills to put
capital into new technology, remaining

(D) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a
specialized group of products, have been able to
put capital into new technology and remain

(E) small mills, by processing steel scrap into a
specialized groupof products, have been able to
put capital into new technology and remained
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logical predication

This sentence contrasts large steel p lants with small
mills. Since th e first half of the sentence begin s
with in contrast to large steelplants, the second half
should begi n with small mills to make th e contra st
immediately obvious and thus easy to understand .

A Large steel p lants should be contrasted with
small mills, not with pro cessing steel scrap.

B L arge steelplants appear to be contrasted with
processing steel scrap rather than with sma/!
mills; remaini ng and to p ut are not parallel.

C Large steelp lants appear to be contrasted
with the processing ofsteel scrap; remaining
and top ut are not parallel.

D Correct. In this sentence, large steelp lants
are clearly contrasted with sma/! mills, and to
p ut is parallel with (to understood) remain .

E R emained violates the parallelism wit h to
put, and its past tense is not compatible with
the present perfect verb have been able.

The correct answer is D.

45. Under high pressure and intense heat, graphite, the
most stableform of pure carbon, changes into the
substance commonly referred to as diamond and
remaining this way whether or not the heat and
pressure are removed.

(A) remaining this way whether or not

(8) remaining likethat even as

(C) remaining as such whether or not

(D) remains in this way although

(E) remains thus even when

Parallelism; Rhetorical construction

Thi s sentence tells of two things that happen to
g raphite und er intense heat and pressure, and
th ese are best presented as parallel predieates
changes and remains. Thus is the most economical
way to say th is w ay , /ike that, as such, or in th is w ay.

A R emain ing should be a main verb, parallel
with changes.

B R emain ing should be parallel with th e other
main verb, changes; even as suggests the
meaning of while, which is not the intent of
the sentence.



C R emaining should be parallel with changes;
w hether or not is unnecessarily wordy.

D In this way is unnecessarily wordy; alth ough
indi cates that the heat and pressure are
always or definitely removed, but this makes
little sense in relation to the rest of the
sentence.

E Correct. The sentence coherently refers to
the possibility of heat and pressure being
removed. The sentence is clear and concise
and properly uses parallel verb forms.

The correct answer is E.

46. The psychologist William James believed that facial
expressions not only provide a visible sign of an
emotion. actually contributing to the feeling itself.

(A) emotion, actually contributing to the feeling
itself

(8) emotion but also actually contributing to the
feeling itself

(C) emotion but also actually contribute to the
feel ing itself

(0) emotion; they also actually contribute to the
feeling of it

(El emotion; the feeling itself is also actually
contributed to by them

Idiom; Grammatical con struction

This sentence should depend on the correlative
construction not only x . . . but alsoy, where x and
yare parallel. However, the faulty construction in
the original sentence does not properly include
the second element, but also, and so produces a
sentence fragment. James says that facial
expressions have two effects: they provide a sign
ofemotion and they contribute to emotion. Thu s,
in this sentence, not only should be followed by (x)
pro vide a 'visible sig n 0/an emot ion , and but also
should be followed by (y) actually contribute to the
fte!ing itself

A The not only . . . but also cons truc tion is
violated, creating a sentence fragment.

B But also actually cont ribut ing is not parallel to
not only provide; because cont ributing is a
participle and not a verb, the result is a
sentence fragment.

5.8 Sentence Correcti on Ans wer Explana tion s

C Correct. The not only . . . but also construction
is parallel, resulting in a complete sentence.

D The not only construction needs to be
completed with but also and should not be
interrupted by a semicolon. Thefteling 0/it is
awkwa rd and wordy.

E Use of the semicolon in th e not only . . . but
also construction is not correct; the passive
voice is also actually cont ributed to is awkward
and not parallel to prov ide.

The correct answer is C.

47. Wisconsin, Illinois, Florida, and Minnesota have begun
to enforce statewide bans prohibiting landfills to
accept leaves. brush. and grass clippings.

(A) prohibiting landfills to accept leaves, brush, and
grassclippings

(8) prohibiting that landfills acceptleaves, brush,
and grass clippings

(C) prohibiting landfills from accepting leaves,
brush, and grass clippings

(0) that leaves, brush, and grass clippings cannot
be accepted in landfills

(E) that landfills cannot acceptleaves, brush, and
grass clippings

Idi om; Verb form

This sentence misuses the idiomatic construction
p rohibits x from doing y ; an alternative construction
with the same meaning isfo rbids x to doy . The
verb from the first construction, p rohibiting, is
incorrectly joined with the infinitive form required
in the second construction, to accept. The correct
statement is prohibiting laneijillsf rom accepting. . . .

A Prohibit ing . . . to accept is not the correc t
idiom.

B Prohibiting that . . . accept is not the correct
idiom.

C Correct. Prohibiting . . .fro m accepting is the
corre ct idiom to use in th is sentence.

D Bans tha t . . . cannot be accepted is not a
corre ct idiom and does not make sense.

E Bans that . . . cannot accept is an incorrect
idiom, and cannot following bans is illogical.

The correct answer is C.
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48. Reporting that one of its many problems had been the
recent extended sales slump in women's apparel, the
seven-store retailer said it would start a three-month
liquidation sale in all of its stores.

(A) its many problems had been the recent

(8) its many problems has been the recently

(C) its many problems is the recently

(0) their many problems is the recent

(E) their manyproblems had been the recent

Agreement; Verb form; Diction

The correct use of pronoun referenc e, verb tense,
and modifier make the sentence clear and easy to
understand. The singular possessive pronoun its
refers to the singular noun retailer. The past
perfect verb had been indicates act ion completed
before the action in the simple past tense said. The
adjective recent modifies extended salesslump.

A Correct. Its agree s with retailers; the past
perfect had been indic ates action prior to the
simple past said; and recent modifies extended
sales slump.

B The adverb recently modifies only the
adjective extended, suggesting illogically that
the sales slump has been recently extended.

C Is shows present, rather than completed,
action, and the adverb recently modifies only
the adjective extended, distorting meaning.

D Their does not agree with retailer, and is
shows present, rather than completed,
action.

E The plural their does not agree with the
singular retailer.

The correct answer is A.

49. In developing new facilities for the incineration of solid
wastes, we mustavoid the danger of shifting
environmental problems from landfills polluting the
waterto polluting theair with incinerators.

(A) landfills polluting the water to polluting the air
with incinerators

(B) landfills polluting the water to the air being
polluted with incinerators

(C) the pollution of water by landfills to the pollution
of air by incinerators
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(0) pollution of the water by landfills to incinerators
that pollute the air

(E) water that is polluted by landfillsto incinerators
that pollute the air

Parallel ism; Rhetorica l construction

When the construction isf rom x to y , x and y must
be grammatically parallel. In this case, x and y are
the two environmental problems: x is the pollution
ofwater by landfills and y is thepollution ofair by
incinerators. Starting the parallel phrases with the
pollution emphasizes the similarity of the problem;
each of the other elements, ofwater/ofair and by
landfills/by incinerators, emphasizes difference.

A Lack of parallelism makes th ese two phrases
difficu lt to understand.

B L andfillspolluting . . . is not parallel to the air
being. .. .

C C orrect. The correct use of parallel
structure clarifies the meaning of the
sentence.

D Pollution of. . . is not parallel to incinerators
that. . . .

E Water that ispolluted is not parallel to
incinerators that pollute .

The correct answer is C .

50. The bank holds $3 billion in loans that are seriously
delinquent or in such trouble that they do not expect
payments when due.

(Al they do not expect payments when

(8) it doesnot expectpayments when it is

(C) it doesnot expect payments to be made when
theyare

(0) payments arenot to be expected to be paid
when

(E) payments are not expected to be paid when they
will be

Agreement; Logical predication; Verb form

The plural pronoun they cannot be used to refer to
the singular noun bank. The structure of they do
not expect payments w hen due is awkward and
unclear.



A Bank requ ires the singular pronoun it, not
the plura l pronoun they. The structure of
when due creates ambiguity in meani ng.

B Pay ments is a plural noun, so the singular it
is is incorrect.

C Correct. In this correct sentence, pronouns
and th eir referents agree, as do subjec ts and
their verbs. The addition of the modifying
phrase to be made clari fies th e mea ning of
the sentence.

D The active voice is preferable here, since
the passive voice leaves it unclear who does
not expect the payments to be made .
Pay ments . . . to bepaid is redunda nt. A re not
to be incorre ctly suggests th at th e writer is
prescribing that th e payments not be
expected.

E The active voice is preferable here, since
the passive voice leaves it unclear who does
not expect the payments to be made.
Payments . . . to bepaid is redundant. Will be
is not the correct verb form .

The correct answer is C.

51. In a 5-to-4 decision, the Supreme Court ruled that two
upstate New York counties owed restitution to three
tribes of Oneida Indians for the unlawful seizure of
their ancestral lands in the eighteenth century.

(A) that two upstate New York counties owed
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians for
the unlawful seizureof

(B) that two upstate New York counties owed
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians
because of their unlawful seizure of

(C) two upstate New York counties to owe
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians for
their unlawful seizure of

(D) on two upstate New York counties that owed
restitution to three tribes of Oneida Indians
because theyunlawfully seized

(E) on the restitution that two upstate New York
counties owed to three tribes of Oneida Indians
for the unlawful seizure of

5.8 Sentenc e Correction Answ er Explanati ons

Idiom; Rhetorical construction

The underlined part of th e sentence correctly
introduces a subordinate clause with that to
identity th e Supreme Court's rul ing. The
idiomatic expression owed restitution to x for y is
also correctly used.

A Correct. Th is sentence properly uses a
subordinate clause introduced by that and
contains the correct idiom.

B Owed restitution to x becauseofy is not the
correc t idiom, and th e pronoun reference
their is ambiguous.

C That is omitted, resulting in an awkward
construc tion; the pronoun referen ce their is
ambiguous.

D R uled on . . . that begins an awkward
construction , and the pronoun reference they
is ambiguous.

E R uled on ... that begins an awkward and
imp recise construction.

The correct answer is A.

52. Recently discovered fossil remains strongly suggest
that the Australian egg-laying mammals of todayare a
branch of the main stem of mammalian evolution
rather than developing independently from a common
ancestor of mammals more than 220 million years ago.

(A) rather than developing independently from

(B) rather than a type that developed independently
from

(C) rather than a type whose development was
independent of

(D) instead of developing independently from

(E) instead of a development that was independent of
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Idiom; Parallelism

The original point is that the mammals
menti oned are thought to be an offshoot of the
main stem ofmam malian ev olution and not a
descendent of a common ancestor of [all] mammals.
This sentence makes a contrast using the
construction x rather than y or x instead ofy; x and
y must be parallel in eith er case. The mammals
are (x) a branch rather th an (Y); here y should
consist of an article and a noun to match a branch.
The second half of the contrast may be rewritten a

type that developed independently f rom to complete
the parallel construction. The idiom independently
f rom is different in meaning from the idiom
independent of; the logic of this sentence requires
the use of independentlyfrom.

A D eveloping independentlyfrom is not parallel
to a branch.

B Correct. Thi s idiomatically correct sentence
properly uses a typ e in parallel to a branch.

C 1he verb developed is preferable to the
awkward and wordy relative clause using the
noun development; independent ofdistorts the
origina l meaning.

D D eveloping independently f rom is not parallel
to a branch.

E While a development may appear to parallel
a branch, a development that was independent
of. . . expresses a meaning contrary to that
expressed in the original sentence. The verb
dev eloped is preferable to the noun
development.

The correct answer is B .

53. The normative model of strategic decision-making
suggests that executives examine a firm's external
environment and internal conditions. and in using the
setof objective criteria they derive from these
analyses. can decide on a strategy.

(A) conditions, and in using the set of objective
criteria they derive from these analyses, can
decide

(8) conditions, and they use the set of objective
criteria derived from these analyses in deciding

(C) conditions and, in using the set of objective
criteria derived from these analyses, deciding
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(Dl conditions and, using the set of objective criteria
derived from these analyses, decide

(E) conditions and, in their use of the set of
objective criteria they derive from these
analyses, they decide

Gramma t ical construct ion; Verb form

The noun clause introduced by that has one
subject (executives) and two main verbs (examine
and decide). These verbs need to be in parallel
form. The information about using objecti ve
criteria describes the execut ives and is therefore
most efficiently presented as a participial phrase
(using ) rather than a prepositional phrase (in
using ).

A Thi s version is unnecessarily wordy and
indirect. There is no need to repeat the
subject, execut ives, with the pronoun they.

B This version is unnecessarily wordy because
it creates a compound sentence by repeating
the subject, using the pronoun they to refer
to executives.

C By using the coordinating conjunction and,
this version of the sentence create s the need
for a second subject and mai n verb; th is
second subject is absent. The participle
deciding cannot function as a main verb.

D Correct. The sentence is grammatically
correct and uses proper verb form s to
express a clear and logically coherent
message.

E This version of the sentence is word y and
indirect, largely because of the repetition of
the pronoun they .

The correct answer is D .

54. A patient accusing a doctor of malpractice will find it
difficult to prove damage if there is a lack of some
other doctor to testify about proper medical
procedures.

(A) if there is a lackof some otherdoctor to testify

(8) unlessthere will be another doctor to testify

(C) withoutanother doctor's testimony

(D) should there be no testimonyfrom some other
doctor

(El lacking another doctor to testify



Rhetorica l cons t ru ct ion; Id iom

The und erlined clause is word y and awkward; lack
ofsome other doctor is not a correct idiomatic
expression. Thi s clause must be replaced by a
more concise construction. Ifthere is a lack ofcan
be replaced by the preposition without; some other
doctor is better expressed as another doctor; and
testimony can be substituted for to testifY. The
result , w ithout another doctors testimony, clearly
expresses in four words what the original
statement poorly conveyed in eleven.

A The clause is word y and awkward; lack of
some other doctor is not idiomatic.

B The construction y will happ en unlessx
happ ensfirst requires the present tense
following the unless clause, rather than the
future tense used here.

C Correct. Th is sentence uses a phrase that is
clear and concise.

D This alternative is awkward and wordy.

E Lacking illogically and incorre ctly modifies
damage.

Th e correct answer is C.

55. The energy source on Voyager 2 is not a nuclear
reactor, in which atoms are actively broken apart:
rather a kind of nuclear battery that uses natural
radioactive decay to produce power.

(A) apart; rather

(8) apart, but rather

(C) apart, but rather that of

(D) apart, but that of

(E) apart; it is that of

Grammatical construction; Logical predication

The correct version of this sentence focuses on a
contrast by using the construction not x, but
rather y . A comma, not a semicolon, should
separate the two parallel parts of the contrast;
using a semicolon results in a sentence fragment
unless a subject and verb are provided in the
construction that follows the semicolon.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanat ions

A Using a semicolon results in a sentence
fragment.

B Correct. This sentence is grammatical and
logically coherent. The contrast is clearly
drawn in the construction not a nuclear
reactor . . . , but rather a kind ofnuclear battery .

e Tbat of has no referent and results in an
illogical construction.

D 7hat of has no referent.

E No word is used to indicate contrast; that of
has no referent.

The correct answer is B.

56. Archaeologists in Ireland believe that a recently
discovered chalice, which dates from the eighth
century, was probably buried to keep from being
stolen by invaders.

(A) to keep from

(8) to keep it from

(C) to avoid

(D) in order that it would avoid

(E) in order to keep from

Grammatical construction; Logical predicatio n

The phrase to keepfrom being stolen is incomplete
and does not indicate what might be stolen.
Inserting a pronoun makes it clear that it is the
chalice that might be stolen.

A The pronoun it is needed for clarity.

B Correct. The sentence is clarified by
inserting the word it , which refers back to
chalice.

e This sugge sts that the chalice acts to prevent
its own theft. The pronoun it is needed for
clar ity.

D This suggests that the chalice acts to prevent
its own theft. The pronoun it is needed for
clarity. In order that it would is wordy.

E The pronoun it is needed for clarity.

Th e correct answer is B.
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57. Accordingto its proponents. a proposed new style of
aircraft could . by skimming along the top of the
atmosphere. fly between most points on Earth in
under two hours.

(A) According to its proponents, a proposed new
style of aircraft could, by skimming along the
top of the atmosphere, fly between most points
on Earth in under two hours.

(8) By skimming along the top of the atmosphere,
proponents of a proposed new style of aircraft
say it could fly between most points on Earth in
under two hours.

(C) A proposed new style of aircraft could fly
between most points on Earth in under two
hours, according to its proponents, with it
skimming along the top of the atmosphere.

(0) A proposed new style of aircraft, say its
proponents, could fly between most points on
Earth in under two hours because of its
skimming along the top of the atmosphere.

(E) According to its proponents, skimming alongthe
top of the atmosphere makes it possible that a
proposed new style of aircraft could fly between
most points on Earth in undertwo hours.

Rhetorical cons truction; Logical pr edication

The main point of this sentence is that a proposed
aircraft could fly between any two points on
Earth in under two hours; th at in formation
should be presented in the main clause.
Qualifications of this point (who says it, how it
can be accomplished) are a seconda ry focus and
should therefore be presented in adverbial
phrases.

A Correct. The sentence is clear , direct, and
logically coherent.

B This sentence makes p roponents the main
subject of th e sentence; the opening
prepositional phrase, By skimming . . .,
nonsensically describes p roponents.

C The prepositional phrase (with it . . .) is
indirect and wordy and too far from the
noun phrase it modifi es (style ofaircraft) .

D The explanation of how the aircraft could
accomplish its feat is awkwardly expre ssed
in the final phrase (becauseofits . . .).
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E This version is wordy and repetitive (possible

and could repeat th e same meaning); because
the antecedent for its is so far from th e
opening ph rase, the reference is unclear.

The correct answer is A.

58. Lawmakers are examining measures that would
require banksto disclose all fees and account
requirements in writing, provide free cashing of
government checks, and to create basic savings
accounts to carry minimal fees and require minimal
initial deposits.

(A) provide free cashing of government checks, and
to create basic savings accounts to carry

(8) provide free cashing of government checks, and
creating basic savings accounts carrying

(C) to provide free cashing of government checks,
and creating basic savings accounts that carry

(0) to provide free cashing of government checks,
creating basic savings accounts to carry

(E) to provide free cashing of government checks,
and to create basic savings accounts that carry

Parall eli sm; Verb f orm

The correct version of the sentence uses parallel
structure to describe what new legislation would
require banks to do. The first requirement is
written as to disclose; the other two requirements
must be parallel in form . In this case, the other two
requirements can be given as either to p rovi de . . . to
create or pro·vide ... create, with the to understood.
In addition, using the same infinitive form for a
different purpose in to carry is potenti ally
confu sing; using that carry is a clearer construction.

A Provide and to create are not parallel. To carry
is unclear and can be seen as making the
illogical claim that the purpose of creating
the accounts is to carry minimal fees and
require minimal dep osits.

B Prov ide and creat ing are not parallel.

C Creat ing is not parallel with to provide.

D To p rov ide and creating are not parallel in
form . To carry is unclear and can be seen as
making the illogical claim th at the purpose
of creating the accounts is to carry minima l
fees and require minimal deposits.



E Correct. Pa rallelism is ma intained in this
sente nce by following to disclose with to
provide and to create. In th is setti ng, the
form that cany is more readily understood
th an to carry.

The correct answer is E.

59. Certain pesticides can become ineffective if used
repeatedly in the same place: one reason is suggested
bythe finding that there are much larger populations
of pesticide-degrading microbes in soils with a
relatively long history of pesticide use than in soils that
are free of such chemicals.

(A) Certain pesticidescan become ineffective if
used repeatedly in the same place; one reason
is suggested by the finding that there are much
larger populations of pesticide-degrading
microbes in soils with a relatively long history of
pesticide use than in soils that are free of such
chemicals.

(8) If used repeatedly in the same place, one reason
that certain pesticides can become ineffective is
suggested by the finding that there are much
larger populations of pesticide-degrading
microbes in soils with a relatively long historyof
pesticide use than in soils that are free of such
chemicals.

(C) If used repeatedly in the same place, one reason
certain pesticides can become ineffective is
suggested by the finding that much larger
populations of pesticide-degrading microbes are
found in soils with a relatively long history of
pesticide use than those that are free of such
chemicals.

(D) The finding that there are much larger populations
of pesticide-degrading microbes in soils with a
relatively long historyof pesticide use than in
soils that are free of such chemicals is
suggestiveof one reason, if used repeatedly in
the same place, certain pesticides can become
ineffective.

(E) Thefinding of much larger populations of
pesticide-degrading microbes in soils with a
relatively long historyof pesticide use than in
those that are free of such chemicals suggests
one reason certain pesticides can become
ineffective if used repeatedly in the same place.

5.8 Sentence Correct ion Answer Explanations

Logical predication; Rhetorical construction

The sentence is correctly constructed; it has two
independent clauses connected by a semicolon.
Jfused repeatedly in the sameplaceclearly and
correctly modifies certain pesticides.

A Correct. The sentence is correctly
constructed; the modifier ifused repeatedly
in the same place is correctly placed .

B Jfused repeatedly in the sameplace mod ifies
one reason when it shou ld modify certain
pesticides.

C Jfused repeatedly in the sameplace modifies
one reason when it should modify certain
pesticides. The absence of in in the phrase
than those . . . makes the comparison uncle ar.

D Jfused repeatedly in the sameplace
ambiguously modifies one reason when it
shou ld clearly modify certain pesticides.

E The comparison thefinding ofmuch larger
populat ions . . . than in those that . . . is
imp roperly constructed in a way that make s
thefinding appear to refer awkwardly to a
discovery of larger populations rather than
to a research conclusion about the presence
of such populations.

The correct answer is A .

60. In the textbook publishing business, the second
quarter is historically weak, because revenues are low
and marketing expenses arehigh as companies
prepare for the coming school year.

(A) low and marketing expenses are high as
companies prepare

(8) low and their marketing expenses are high as
they prepare

(C) low with higher marketing expenses in
preparation

(D) low, while marketingexpenses are higher to
prepare

(E) low, while their marketing expenses are higher in
preparation
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Paralleli sm; Logical pre dicat ion

This sentence is correctly written. It uses parallel
structure to give two reasons why textbook
publishers have weak second quarters: revenues are
low and expenses are high. The construct ion as
companiespreparejOr the comingschoolyear is clear,
as opposed to the awkward constructions using
the ambiguous plural pronouns they and their.

A Correct. Th is sentence uses th e parallel
forms arelow . . . are high and employs th e
unambiguous companies as the subject of
prepare.

B Their seems illogically to refer to revenues.
The subject ofprepare is the ambiguous they.

C Higher is not parallel to low, and it gives no
indication ofwhat the comparison is
supposed to be (Higher than what?) . Thi s
construction make s it appear, illogically,
that the low revenue s have higher marketing
expenses.

D Higher is not parallel to low and is illogical.
The infinitive construction toprepare . . . is
awkward.

E H igher is not parallel to low and is illogic al
since no comparison is being made ; their has
no clear referent.

The correct answer is A.

61. Almost a decade after New York State passed laws
to protect patients by reducing the grueling hours
worked by medical residents, twelve hospitals have
been investigated by state medical officials. finding
that all twelve consistently break the laws. many
residents work longer than 24 hours straight. and that
more than half the surgical residents work more than
95 hours a week.

(A) twelve hospitals have been investigated by state
medical officials, finding that all twelve
consistently break the laws, manyresidents
work longer than 24 hours straight, and that
more than half the surgical residents work

(B) an investigation by state medical officials of
twelve hospitals have found all twelve consistently
breaking the laws, that many residents work
longer than 24 hours straight, with more than half
the surgical residentsworking
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(e ) an investigation of twelve hospitals by state
medical officials has found that all twelve
consistently break the laws, that many residents
work longer than 24 hours straight, and that
morethan half the surgical residents work

(D) twelve hospitals were investigated by state
medical officials who found all twelve breaking
the laws, with many residents working longer
than 24 hours straight, and more than halfthe
surgical residents work

(El an investigation by state medical officials has
found that, of twelve hospitals, all twelve
consistentlybreak the laws, that many residents
work longer than 24 hours straight, with more
than half the surgical residents working

Para lle lism; Logical predication

This sentence is primarily concerned with
presenting the findings of an investigation, so
the main subject should be investigation, and the
main verb should be hasfound. The findings are
most efficiently presented in a parallel series of
relat ive clauses beginning with that.

A The phrase finding that all . . . has nothing to
attach to in this sentence, because hosp itals
has been made the subject of the sentence;
the item s in the list of findings are not
presented in parallel form .

B The singular subject requires a singular verb;
the item s in the list of find ings are not
presented in parallel form.

C Correct. The sentence's structure makes it
clear and logical.

D The prep osition with governs both examples
of how the hospital s break the law, so
parallelism requires that both verbs assume
the ing ending.

E The sentence is repetitive and indirect; the
list of findin gs is not presented in parallel
form .

The correct answer is C.

62. Parliamentdid not accord full refugee benefits to twelve
of the recent immigrants because it believed that to do
it rewards them for entering the countryillegally.



(A) to do it rewards

(B) doing it rewards

(C) to do this would reward

(D) doing so would reward

(E) to do it would reward

Diction; Verb form

The problem in the underlined section is how to
refer back to the verb accord. The clearest and
most standard way is to use the adverb so, rather
than a pronoun such as it or this. The verb rewards
is incorrec tly in the ind icative mood, the moo d
used to state a fact; in the context of a
hypothetical action, the conditional would reward
is more appropriate.

A The pronoun it does not have a clear
antecedent; the adverb so is preferable.
R ew ards should be would rew ard.

B The pronoun it does not have a clear
ante cedent; the adverb so is preferable.
R ew ards should be would reward.

C The pronoun this does not have a clear
antecedent; the adverb so is preferable.

D Correct. The adverb so is correctly used to
refer back to the verb accord; the cond itional
w ould reward is appropr iate in referring to
someth ing contrary to fact.

E The pronoun it does not have a clear
an tecedent; th e adverb so is preferable.

The correct answer is D.

63. Many policy experts say that shifting a portion of
health-benefit costs back to the workers helps to
control the employer's costs, but also helps to limit
medical spending by making patients more careful
consumers.

(A) helps to control the employer's costs. but also
helps

(8) helps thecontrol of theemployer's costs, and also

(C) not only helps to control the employer's costs,
but also helps

(D) helps to control notonly the employer's costs, but

(El not only helps to control the employer's costs,
and also helps

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

Idiom; Parallelism

1he correlative pair not only . . . but also can be
used to describe the two effects: not only helps to
cont rol . . . but also helps to limit. These effects
should be grammatically and logically parall el. It
is incorrect to use but also by itself. A ltern atively,
the two effects, stated in parallel ways, could
simply be linked by and also.

A B ut also must be used as part of th e
correlative pair not only . . . but also.

B H elps the control of is awkward and is not
pa rallel to to lim it.

C Correct. This sentence uses the not only . . .
but also construc tion correctly and expresses
th e two effects in parallel ways.

D Not only should precede helps.

E The not only . . . but also construc tion requ ires
th e phrase but also, rather than and also.

The correct answer is C.

64. Ms. Chambers is among the forecasters who predict
that the rate of addition to arable lands will drop while
those of loss rise.

(A) those of loss rise

(8) it rises for loss

(C) those of losses rise

(D) the rate of loss rises

(E) there are rises for the rate of loss

logical predication; Parallelism

The forecaster is making predictions about two
different rates. 1he forecast changes in the rates can
be compared using the construction the rate ofx w ill
drop w hile the rate ofy rises; x and y should be parallel.

A There is no referent for those.

B I t refers to the rate ofaddition , creating a
nonsensical state ment.

C There is no referent for those. Of losses should
be singular to parallel ofaddit ion.

D Correct. This sentence uses a construction
that clearly states the predicted changes in the
rates; the rates are expressed in parallel ways.

E Tbere are risesfor is word y and unidiomatic.

The correct answer is D.
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65. The market for recyc led commodities like aluminum
and othermetals remain strong despite economic
changes in the recycling industry.

(Al commodities like aluminum and othermetals
remain

(8l commodities like those of aluminum and other
metals are remaining

(C) commodities such as aluminum and other
metals remains

(D) commodities, such as aluminum and other
metals, remain

(El commodities, like the commodities of aluminum
and othermetals, remains

Agreement; Rhetorical construction

The singular subject market requires the sing ular
verb remains. While there has been some dispute
over the use of like to mean "for example," this is
an acceptable use.

A The plural verb does not agree with the
singular subject.

B Like those ifindicates that aluminum and
other metals possess commodities rather
th an exemplify them; the plural verb are
remaining does not agree with the singular
subject market.

C Correct. The verb agree s with the subject,
and such as properly expre sses the
relationship between recycled commodities and
aluminum and other metals.

D The plural verb remain does not agree with
the singular subject market.

E 1he repetition of commodities is word y and
with the use of like this phrasing could
suggest that the market fOr recycled
commodit ies is like or equivalent to the
commodit iesifaluminum and other metals.

The correct answer is C.

66. Unlike auto insurance. the frequency of claims does
not affect the premiums for personal property
coverage, but if the insurance company is able to
prove excessive loss due to owner negl igence, it may
decline to renew the policy.
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(A) Unlike auto insurance, the frequency of claims
does not affect the premiums for personal
property coverage,

(8l Unlike with auto insurance, the frequency of
claims do not affect the premiums for personal
property coverage,

(Cl Unlike the frequency of claims for auto insurance,
the premiums for personal property coverage
are not affected by the frequency of claims,

(D) Unlike the premiums for auto insurance, the
premiums for personal property coverage are
not affected by the frequency of claims,

(El Unlikewith the premiums for auto insurance, the
premiums for personal property coverage is not
affected by the frequency of claims,

l ogical predication; Agreement

The sentence has been written so that auto
insurance is contrasted with thefrequ ency ofclaims.
The correct contrast is between thepremiu msfo r
auto insurance and thep remiumsfor p ersonal
p roperty coverage.

A Auto insurance is illogically contrasted with
thefrequencyofdai ms.

B Unlike w ith is an incorrect idiom; auto
insurance is contrasted with thefrequency if
claims; the singular subject frequency does
not agree with the plura l verb do.

C Thefrequency ifclaims is contrasted with the
p remiumsfo rpersonalproperty coverage.

D Correct. The contrast between thepremiu ms
for auto insuranceand thepremiumsfo r
persona!property coverage is clearly and
correctly stated in this sentence.

E Unlike w ith is an incorrect idiom; the plural
subject premiums does not agree with the
singular verb is not affected.

The correct answer is D.

67. Faced with an estimated $2 billion budget gap, the
city's mayor proposed a nearly 17 percent reduction
in the amount allocated the previous year to maintain
the city's major cultural institutionsand to subsidize
hundreds of local arts groups.



(A) proposed a nearly 17 percent reduction in the
amount allocated the previous year to maintain
the city's majorcultural institutions and to
subsidize

(8) proposed a reduction from the previous yearof
nearly 17 percent in the amount it was allocating
to maintain the city's majorcultural institutions
and for subsidizing

(C) proposed to reduce, by nearly 17 percent, the
amount from the previous yearthat was
allocated for the maintenance of thecity's major
cultural institutions and to subsidize

(Dl has proposed a reduction from the previous year
of nearly 17 percent of the amount it was
allocating for maintaining the city's major
cultural institutions, and to subsidize

(El was proposing that the amount they were
allocating be reduced by nearly 17 percent from
the previous year for maintaining the city's major
cultural institutions and for the subsidization

Rhetorical construction; Parallel ism

The original sentence contains no errors. It uses
the parallel construction to main tain and to
subsidize to show clearly the two areas where the
17 percent reduct ion in funds will be applied. In
addition, the 17 p ercent reduction is closely followed
by the amount allocated thepreviousyear, making it
clear what is being reduced by 17 percent.

A C orrect . The sentence uses parallel
construction and a well-placed modifier.

B To maintain and for subsidi zing are not
parallel. The sentence is imprecise, and it
does not have a clear antecedent.

C For the maintenan ce and to subsidize are not
parallel, and the sentence is word y.

D For maintaining and to subsidiz e are not
parallel, it does not have a clear antecedent,
and the sentence structure makes it unclear
just what the writer is claiming.

E M aintaining and the subsidizat ion are not
parallel, they does not have a clear
antecedent, and the sentence structu re
makes it unclear just what the writer is
claiming.

The correct answer is A.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

68. Byoffering lower prices and a menu of personal
communications options, such as caller identification
and voice mail, the new telecommunications company
has not only captured customers from other phone
companies but also forced themto offer competitive
prices.

(A) has not only captured customers from other
phone companies but also forced them

(B) has not onlycaptured customers from other
phone companies, but it also forced them

(C) has not only captured customers from other
phone companies but also forced these
companies

(D) not only has captured customers from other
phone companies but also these companies
have been forced

(E) not only captured customers from other phone
companies, but it also has forced them

Parallelism, Verb form

The sentence intends to show the effect of th e new
telecommunications company on the other phone
companies. In the original sentence, however, the
antecedent of the pronoun them is unclear; it may
refer to comp anies or to customers. If it refers to
customers, the sentence structure illogically has th e
new company forcing customers to offer
competitive prices.

A The referent of them is unclear.

B The referent of them is unclear, and th e use
of it is redundant.

C Correct. The verbs are parallel in this
sentence , and these companies is clearly the
objec t of the verb forced.

D The sentence doe s not maintain parallelism,
unnecessarily changing from active voice
(has capt ured) to passive voice (have been
forced) .

E The referent of them is unclear. Captured and
hasforced are not parallel in verb tense, and
the use of it is redundant.

The correct answer is C.
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69. The Anasazi settlements at Chaco Canyon were built
on a spectacular scale. with more than 75 carefully
engineered structures, of upto 600 rooms each, were
connected by a complex regional system of roads.

(A) scale, with more than 75 carefully engineered
structures, of upto 600 rooms each, were

(8) scale, with more than 75 carefully engineered
structures, of upto 600 rooms each,

(C) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of upto 600 rooms, each that had
been

(D) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of up to 600 rooms and with each

(E) scale of more than 75 carefully engineered
structures of upto 600 rooms, each had been

Logical predication; Grammatical construction

This sentence makes a claim about the scale (size,
extent) of the Anasazi settlements and then
illustrates that claim with a description of the
settlements' structures. The second part of the
sentence, introduced by the preposition with,
describes the structures first in terms of their
rooms, and then in terms of the roads that
connect them together. To describe the noun
structures, the participial form connected should be
used, turning the verb into an adjective.

A The verb w ere connected has no subject, since
st ructures is the object of the preposition
with.

B Correct. The sentence is logically coherent
and grammatically correct.

C The comma preceding each makes each a
subject, but it has no verb, since that is the
subject of had been connected.

D This sentence suggests that the scale or size
of the settlements is made up of structures,
rather than uses the structures as an
example of the settlements' grand scale; it
also nonsensically indicates that each room
is connected by a complex system of roads.

E This run-on sentence suffers from a comma
splice, as the phrase following the comma is
a main clause; the reference of the pronoun
each is ambiguous.

The correct answer is B.

300

70. The gyrfalcon, an Arctic bird of prey, has survived a
close brush with extinction; its numbers arenow five
times greater than when the use of DDT was sharply
restricted in the early 1970s.

(A) extinction; its numbers are now five times
greater than

(8) extinction; its numbers are now five times
more than

(C) extinction, their numbers now fivefold what
they were

(D) extinction, now with fivefold the numbers
they had

(E) extinction, now with numbers five times
greater than

Agreement; Diction; logical predication

The original sentence contains no errors. The
semicolon correctly connects the closely related
ideas in the two independent clauses. 'Ibegyrftlcon
is the antecedent for its in the second phrase.

A Correct. The original sentence correctly
uses a singular pronoun, its, to refer to the
singular antecedent gyrftlcon, and it properly
uses the construction its numbers are . . .
greater than.

B The use of more instead ofgreater
inappropriately implies that there are now
more numbers, rather than more gyrfalcons.

C The pronoun their is plural, and thus
incorrect, since the antecedent gyrftlcon is
singular. Fiveftld what they were is awkward
and nonstandard and implies that there are
now more numbers, rather than more
gyrfalcons.

D The pronoun they is plural, and thu s
incorrect, since the antecedent gyrftlcon is
singular. The comma introduces a confusing
phrase seeming to modify ext inction.
Fiuefold the numbers they had is awkward and
nonstandard and implies that there are now
more numbers, rather than more gyrfalcons.

E The comma introduces a confusing phrase
seeming to modify extinction.

The correct answer is A.



71. Analysts blamed May's sluggish retail sales on
unexcitingmerchandise aswell as the weather, colder
and wetter than was usual in some regions , which
slowed sales of barbecue grills and lawn furniture.

(A) colder and wetter than was usual in some
regions, which slowed

(8) which was colder and wetter than usual in some
regions, slowing

(C) since it was colder and wetter than usually in
some regions, which slowed

(D) being colder and wetter than usually in some
regions, slowing

(E) having been colder and wetter than was usual in
some regions and slowed

Log ical predication; Diction

The sentence must clearly indicate th at the
inclement weather had slowed retail sales.
Relative pronouns, such as which, should follow as
closely as possible the nouns to which they refer.
The adjective usual, rathe r than the adverb usually,
is required when modifying a noun. The phrase
wetter than usual is correct and concise.

A The insertion of was is unnecessary and
misleading. The referent of wh ich is unclear,
because regions, not weather, is the neare st
noun.

B Correct. Thi s sentence is concise, correct ,
and idiomatic, and which has a clear
referent, the weather.

C With the linking verb was, the adjective
usual is needed in place of th e adverb usually.
The referent of which is unclear because
regions, not weather, is the nearest noun.

D This construction is unclear and can be seen
as unintentionally indicating that the
analysts were colder and wetter. The
adjective usual should be used instead of the
adverb usually to modify the noun weather.

E This construction is unclear and can be seen
as unintentionally indicating that the
analysts were colder and wetter. The
insertion of was is unnecessary and
misleading.

The correct answer is B.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

72. State officials report that soaring rates of liability
insurance have risen to force cutbacks in the
operations of everythingfrom localgovernments and
school districts to day-care centers and recreational
facilities.

(A) rates of liability insurance have risen to force

(8) rates of liability insurance are a force for

(C) rates for liability insurance are forcing

(D) rises in liability insurance rates areforcing

(E) liability insurance rates have risen to force

Rhetorical construction; Verb form; Idiom

Thi s sentence does not clearly present its main
point. It should be revised to eliminate
redundancy, clarify cause-and-effect relationships,
and use the word rates correctly. The idea
expressed in th e verb have risen is already fully
contained in the adjective soaring, so th at verb
should be omitted. Repla cing it with arefOrcing
shows clearly what the soaring rates are doing.
When rate means a price charged, it is followed by
the preposition fo r.

A For should be used following rates; if is
misleading. Have risen is redundant.

B For should be used following rates; if is
misleading. The wordy construction area
force for is not nearly as clear as th e more
concise arefOrcing.

C Correct . The sentence is concise and uses
the appropriate preposition followin g rates,
and the present progressive verb tense makes
it clear that this is an ongoing situation.

D Rises is used unidiomatically and adds
nothing to the idea already expre ssed in the
adjective soaring.

E Have risen adds nothing to the idea
expressed in the adjec tive soaring.

The correct answer is C .
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73. After suffering$2 billion in losses and 25,000 layoffs,
the nation's semiconductor industry, which makes
chips that run everything from computers and spy
satellites to dishwashers, appears to have made a
long-awaited recovery.

(Al computers and spy satellites to dishwashers,
appears to have

(Bl computers, spy satellites, and dishwashers,
appears having

{Cl computers, spy satellites, and dishwashers,
appears that it has

(0) computers and spy satellites to dishwashers,
appears that it has

(E) computers and spy satellites as wel l as
dishwashers, appears to have

Idiom; Grammatical construction; Verb form

This sentence correctly makes use of the idio matic
expression from . . . to . . . to describe the range of
products made by the semiconductor industry.
The main verb appears is intransitive and is most
efficiently followed by the infinitive form to have
made, wh ich introduces a description of the
subject, the semiconductor industry.

A Correct. The sentence is grammatically
correct and uses th e idiomatic expression
correc tly.

B The phrase everythingf rom anticipates
idiomatic completion with the second
preposition to; without the to it could refer
to components coming from th e listed items ,
but this reading is unlikely; appears having is
an incorrect verb form and ma kes the clause
ungrammatical.

C Th is version is un id iomatic because from is
not completed by to; appears that it has is an
awkwa rd and incorrect verb form .

D Appears that it has is an incorrect verb form.

E As we/I as is awkward and imp recise here; it
is the wro ng completion for the idiomatic
expression from . . . to. . . .

The correct answer is A .
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74. While some academicians believe that business ethics
should be integrated into every business course,
others say that students will take ethics seriously illl!Y
if it would be taughtas a separately requ ired course.

(A) only if it would be taught asa separately
required course

(B) only if it is taught as a separate, requi red course

(C) if it is taught only as a course required
separately

{Ol if it was taught only as a separate and required
course

{El if it would only be taught as a required course,
separately

Rhetorical construction; Verb form; Diction

Conditional constructions require specific verb
tenses. For a present cond ition, like this debate
between academicians, the subordinate clause
introduced by ifuses the present indicative, and
the main clause uses the future tense: y will
happen (main clause) only ifx happens (subordinate
clause). Logically, the course is to be both separate
and required, so the two adjectives should equally
modify the noun and thus be separated by a
comma: separate, required course.

A The verb tense in the ifclause is incorrect.
The adverb separately should be th e adjective
separate.

B Correct. Th is sentence has the correct verb
tense, and the two adjectives equally modify
th e noun.

C The placement of only distorts the meaning;
it should precede if.A course required
separately is unclear.

D The verb tense in the ifclause is incor rect.
The placement of only distorts the meaning.

E The verb tense in th e ifclause is incorrect.
The placement of only distorts the meaning.
The adjective separate should be used instead
of the adverb separately and should precede
th e nou n.

The correct answer is B.



75. Scientists have observed large concentrations of
heavy-metal deposits in theupper twenty centimeters
of Baltic Sea sediments. which areconsistent with the
growth of industrial activity there.

(A) Baltic Sea sediments, which areconsistent with
the growth of industrial activity there

(B) Baltic Sea sediments, where the growth of
industrial activityis consistentwith these findings

(C) Baltic Sea sediments, findings consistent with its
growth of industrial activity

(D) sediments from the Baltic Sea, findings
consistentwith the growth of industrial activity
in the area

(E) sediments from the Baltic Sea, consistent with
the growth of industrial activity there

Rhetorica l construction; Logical predication

A s the sentence is written, w hich seems to refer
somewhat illogically to the sediments. Inserting
the noun findings makes the referen ce clear.
Where has the growth of industrial act ivity taken
place? There is too vague and makes it seem that
the industry is taking place in the sediments.
Replacing there with the more specific in the area
solves thi s problem.

A Which has no logical referent. There is too
vague .

B Where has no logical referent.

C Its does not have a referent.

D Correct. This sentence is logical and clear.
Findings refers back to the scientists'
observations, and in the area provides a clear
reference to the place in question.

E The phrase beginning with consistent
illogically descr ibes the Balt ic Sea.

Th e correct answer is D.

76. Under a provision of the Constitution that was never
applied. Congress has been required to call a
convention for considering possible amendments to
the document when formally asked to do it by the
legislatures of two-thirds of the states.

(A) was never applied, Congresshas been required
to call a convention for considering possible
amendmentsto the document when formally
asked to do it

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

(B) was never applied, there has been a requirement
that Congress call a convention for
consideration of possible amendments to the
document when asked to do it formally

(C) was never applied, whereby Congress is
requ ired to call a convention for considering
possible amendments to the document when
asked to do it formally

(D) has never been applied, whereby Congress is
required to call a convention to consider
possible amendments to the document when
formally asked to do so

(E) has never been applied, Congress is required to
call a convention to consider possible
amendments to the documentwhen formally
asked to do so

Verb form; Id iom; Grammatical construction

The meaning of this sentence is distorted by th e
use of incorrect verb tenses. The use of the present
perfect has been required following w as neuer

app lied makes the time sequence uncle ar at best.
The correct idiom is call . . . to consider, not call . . .
fir considering. The pronoun it has no clear
referen t. The more stan dard express ion to do so

more clearly and correctly refers to what Congress
must do.

A The verb tenses are incorrect. Callfir
considering should be call to consider. I t has no
clear referent.

B The verb tenses are incorrect. The idiom call

to consider is violated . It has no clear referent.
The sentence is unnecessarily wordy.

C The first verb tense is incorrect. Wh ereby
introduces a sentence fragment. The idiom
call to consider is violated. It has no clear
referent.

D Whereby introduces a sentence fragm ent.

E C orrect. In this sentence, the verb tenses
are appropriate and coherent with one
ano ther. The correct idiom is used. To do so
correctly refers to what Congress is required
to do.

The correct answeris E.
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77. Geologists believe that the warning signs for a major
earthquake may include sudden fluctuations in local
seismic activity, tilting and other deformations of the
Earth's crust, changing the measured strain across a
fault zone and varying the electrical properties of
underground rocks.

(Al changing the measured strain across a fault
zone and varying

(B) changing measurements of the strain across a
fault zone, and varying

(Cl changing the strain as measured across a fault
zone, and variations of

(0) changes in the measured strain across a fault
zone, andvariations in

(El changes in measurements of the strain across a
fault zone, and variationsamong

E This sentence says illogically that changes in
measurement are a warning sign; it should
say that changes in the strain are a warning
sign.

The correct answer is D.

78. The root systems of most flowering perennials either
become too crowded, which resu lts in loss in vigor,
and spread too far outward, producing a bare center.

(Al which results in loss in vigor, and spread

(B) resulting in loss in vigor, or spreading

(C) with the result of lossof vigor, or spreading

(Ol resulting in loss of vigor, or spread

(El with a resulting loss of vigor, and spread

Paralle li sm; l ogical predication

This sentence uses four phrases to describe the
waming signs for an earthquake. These phrases
should be parallel. The first sign is sudden
fluctuations in local seismic actioity; the second is
tilt ing and other deformations ofthe E arth 5 crust.
T ilting in this case is used as a noun, just as
deformations and fluctuations are nouns. The first
two signs are paralle l. Th e third and fourth
warning sign s resemble tilting in the ing form,
but they are not parallel because they are used as
verbs rather than as nouns: changing . . . the stra in;
va rying . . . the propert ies. To make the latter two
signs parallel, nouns mu st repl ace verbs: changes
in . . . variations in.
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A

B

c

D

Changing and varying are used as verb s and
so are not parallel to the nouns fluctuations
and t ilt ing.

The four signs are not parallel; the
substitution of measurements ofthe strain
distorts the meaning.

Changing is used as a verb and so does not
parallel the nounsfluctuations, t ilt ing, and
variat ions.

Correct. In this sentence, the four nouns
fluctuations, t ilt ing, changes, variations- are
parallel, and the meaning of the measured
strain is not distorted.

79.

Idi om; Parallelism

This sentence uses the construction either x ory ; x
and y must be grammatically parallel. In this case,
and spread must be or spread. The antecedent of
which is unclear; replacing w hich results with
resulting clarifies the meaning.

A Either is incorrectly followed by and; which
has no clear referent.

B Or spreading is not parallel to either become.

C With the result ofis wordy and awkward. Or
sp l'eading is not parallel to either become.

D Correct. The phrase resulting in lossofvigor
concisely modifies the first clause; the either!
or construction is correct and parallel in thi s
sentence.

E Either is incorrectly followed by and; w ith a
result ing loss is wordy.

The correct answer is D .

The computer companyhas announced that it will
purchase the color-printing division of a rival company
for $950 million, which is part of a deal that will make
it the largestmanufacturer in the office color-printing
market.

(Al million, which is part of a deal that will make

(Bl million, a part of a deal thatmakes

(Cl million, a part of a deal making

(Ol million as a part of a deal to make

(El million as part of a deal that will make



Rhetorical construction ; Verb form

The relative pro noun w hich requires a clear
antecedent, but none appears in the original
version of the sentence. The company's
announcement is entirely geared to the future-it
w ill purchase the division as part of a deal th at
w ill make it the largest manufacturer.

A There is no antecedent for the relative
pronoun w hich.

B Like a relative pronoun, the appo sitive
phrase (a part . . .) must have a noun or noun
phrase as a clear antecedent; the verb makes
should be future tense.

C The appositive phrase requires a clear
antecedent; making does not indicate future
tense .

D This sentence is a little awkward (the article
a in a part is unnecessary) and says
something rather different; as a part ifa deal
to make suggests that the deal itself includes
making the company the largest
manufacturer rather than its being the
outcome of the deal.

E Correct . The future tense is used throughout
and the sentence structure is clear.

The correct answer is E.

80. Any medical test will sometimes fail to detect .a..
conditionwhen it is present and indicate that there is
one when it is not.

(A) a condition when it is present and indicate that
there is one

(B) when a condition is present and indicate that
there is one

(C) a condition when it is present and indicate that it
is present

(D) when a conditionis present and indicate its
presence

(E) the presence of a condition when it is there and
indicate its presence

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Expl an at ions

Grammatical construction; Logical predicatio n

In this sentence the pronoun it does not always
refer to condition, but, for the sake of clarity and
correctness, it should. D etect a condition w hen it is
present is correct and should be followed by a
corresponding construction : indicate that it is
present when it is not. The construction of there is
one leaves it without a referent.

A There is one leaves it in the final clause
without a referent.

B D etect a condit ion is more precise because it
emphasizes the condition itself; there is one
leaves it without a referen t.

C Correct. The three uses of the pronoun it
refer clearly to condition, and the two parts
of the sentence correspond.

D Wh en a condit ion ispresent emphasizes the
time of the detection rather than the
condition itself. The final it has no referent.

E Presence illogically repeats the same idea as
when it is there. The final it has no referent.

The correct answer is C.

81. Since 1986, when the Department of Labor began to
allowinvestment officers' fees to be based onhow the
funds theymanage perform, several corporations
began paying their investment advisers a small basic
fee, with a contract promising higher fees if the
managers perform well.

(A) investment officers' fees to be based on how the
funds they manage perform, several
corporations began

(8) investment officers' fees to be based on the
performance of the funds they manage. several
corporations began

(C) that fees of investment officers be based on
howthe funds they manage perform, several
corporations have begun

(D) fees of investment officers to be based on the
performance of the funds theymanage, several
corporations have begun

(E) that investment officers' fees be based on the
performance of the funds they manage, several
corporations began
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Verb form; Logical predication

Since 1986 indicates action begun in the past and
continuing into the present, and the form of the
verb must show th at continuity, as the present
perfect tense does: since 1986, corporations have
begun. In the original sentence, the pro noun they
lacks a clear referent. W hile they should refer
unambiguously to investment ojjicers, grammatically
its referent is somewhat unclear because investment

ojjicers' is a possessive m odi fYingfles, and the plural
noun fees intervenes between ojjicers' and the
pronoun.

A Have begun should replace began; they has no
clear referent.

B H av e begun should replace began ; they has no
clear referent.

C A llow that . . . be based on is not a corre ct
idiom; it should be allow . . . to be based on.

D Correct. Sub stituting fles ofinuestment
ojjicersin th is sentence allows th e pronoun
they to refer to the ojjicers; hav e begun
properly indicates a continuing situation.

E Allow that . . . be based on is an incorrect
idiom. 1hey has no clear referent. Began does
not indicate the continuity necessary afte r
since 1986.

The correct answer is D .

82. Oownzoning, zoning that typically results in the
reduction of housing density, allows for more open
space in areas where little wateror services exist.

(A) little water or services exist

(8) little water or services exists

(C) few services and little water exists

(0) there is little wateror services available

(E) there are fewservices and little available water

Diction; Agreement

In this sentence, th e adjective little correc tly
modifies the noun water because water is not a
countable quanti ty. However, the noun services is a
countable quanti ty and must be modified byflw,
not by little. Log ically, the areas described would
suffer from both little water andflw services at the
same time, so the correct conjunction is and, not
or.This compound subject requires a plura l verb.
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A Services should be modified byflw, not little.

B The singular verb exists does not agree with
the plural subject services. When a
compound subject is joined by or, the verb
agrees with the closer subject.

C When a compound subject consists of two
distinct units joined by the conjunction and,
the verb must be plural.

D Little canno t mod ify services.

E Correct. In this sentence,flw correctly
modifie s services; and correctly joins services
and water.

The correct answer is E.

83. In theory, international civil servants at the United
Nations are prohibited from continuing to draw
salaries from their own governments; in practice,
however, some governments merely substitute living
allowances for their employees' paychecks, assigned
by them to the United Nations.

(A) for their employees' paychecks, assigned bythem

(B) for the paychecks of their employees who have
been assigned

(C) for the paychecks of their employees, having
been assigned

(0) in place of their employees' paychecks, for
those of them assigned

(E) in place of the paychecks of their employees to
have been assigned by them

Logical predication; Rhetorical construction

It is difficult to tell which parts of th is sentence
go together because of errors and confusion in the
underlined portion. L iv ing allowances is the
counterpart ofpaychecks, so it is better to say
governments . . . substi tu te living allowancesfor the
paychecksiftheir employees because it makes the
substitution clearer. Thi s change also makes it
easier to correct the modification error that
appe ars in the phrase assigned by them , which
incorrectly modifie s paychecks rather th an
emp loyees. The mod ifying clause w ho have been
assigned clearly describe s employeesand fits into
the remaining par t of the sentence, to the Un ited
Nat ions.



A Assigned by them incorrectly and illogically
modifie s paychecks.

B Correct. In thi s sentence, the meaning is
clearer, because paychecks is separated from
employees. The relative clause clearly
modifies employees.

C H av ing been assigned illogically modifies
governments.

D The correct construction is substitutes x fOr y,
not substitutes x in p laceofy . The construction
followi ng paychecks is wordy and awkward.

E 1he correct construction is substitutes x fOr y,
not substi tutes x in place ofy. The construct ion
following employees is word y and awkward.

The correct answer is B.

84. The computer company's present troubles are a result
of technological stagnation, marketingmissteps, and
managerial blunders so that several attempts to revise
corporate strategies have failed to correct it.

(A) so that several attempts to revise corporate
strategies have failed to correct it

(8) so that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct

(C) in that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct them

(D) that several attempts to revise corporate
strategies have failed to correct

(E) that several attempts at revising corporate
strategies have failed to correct them

Agreement; Rhetorica l construction

This sentence lists three causes of th e compa ny's
troubles and asserts that strategies to correct the
causes of the problem s have fa iled . The clearest ,
most efficient way to explain this is to refer to the
causes with th e relative pronoun that, positioning
it as an object of the verb jailed to correct,

A The singular pronoun it has no clear
antecedent; the conjunction so typically
indicates that a consequence will follow, but
this is not the case.

B The conjunc tion so is inappropriate because
no consequences are given; the verb correct
has no object.

5.8 Sentence Correction A nswer Explana ti o ns

C I n that is an inappropriate connector because
it is not followed by an indication of how the
company's troubles result from the three
problems listed in th e first part of the
sente nce.

D Correct. The sentence is clearly and
efficiently worded, and the referent of the
pronoun that is clear.

E Because attempts is the subject of the final
clause, and that is the object of its verb (have
failed to correct), the pronoun them has no
function.

The correct answer is D.

85. According to a study by the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching, companies in the
United States are providing job training and general
education for nearly eight million people, about
equivalent to the enrollment of the nation's four-year
colleges and universities.

(A) equivalent to the enrollment of

(8) the equivalent of those enrolled in

(C) equal to those who areenrolled in

(D) as many as the enrollment of

(E) as many as are enrolled in

Dict ion; l ogical predication

Th is sentence compares two gro ups of people.
1he best phrase to use for a comparison of two
countable quantities (such as people) is as many as.
1he number ofp eople in job training should be
compared to the number of people in colleges, but
the original sentence mistakenly compares people
to enrollment.

A 1he sente nce compares p eople to enrollment.
E quiv alent to does not make it clear that the
two groups are being compared with respect
to numbers.

B the equivalent is the wrong term for the
intended comparison; it should be made
clear that th e comparison concerns the
numbers of people in both groups and not
some broader concept.

C Equal is generally used for uncountable
quantities, such as equaljustice, not
countable quantities, such as people .
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D People are incorrectly compared with
enro!!ment rather than with other people.

E Correct. In this sentence, as many as
compares coun table quantities. People are
compared with people, the understood
subject of are enro!!ed.

The correct answer is E.

86. Intar, the oldestHispanic theater company in New
York, has moved away fromthe Spanish classics and
now it draws onthe works both of contemporary
Hispanic authors who live abroad and of those in the
United States.

(A) now it draws on the works both of contemporary
Hispanic authors who live abroad and of those

(8) now draws on theworks of contemporary
Hispanic authors, both those who live abroad
and those who live

(C) it draws on the works of contemporary Hispanic
authors now, both those living abroad and who
live

(0) draws now onthe works both of contemporary
Hispanic authors living abroad and who are living

(E) draws on the works now of both contemporary
Hispanic authors living abroad and those

Gram matical const ruct ion; Idiom; Parallelism

The pronoun it before the second verb results in
an ungrammatical construction; removing the
pronoun removes the error. The scope of those is
unclear (authors, or contemporary Hispanic
authors). The correct version of the sentence
make s it clear that the company draws on the
works ifcontemporary H ispanic authors who live in
two different places. 'Ibose w ho live abroad is
parallel to those who live in the United States.

A Because there is no comma after classics, the
use of it creates an ungrammatical
construction. The construction following
both is unclear.

B Correct. In this sentence, Intar is the
subject of draws on; parallel constructions
follow both . . . and.

C It creates an ungrammatical construction;
those living abroad is not parallel to w ho liv e.
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D The construction following both is not
parallel to the construction following and.

E Now modifies the verb and should preced e
it. The parallel ism of the both . . . and
construction is violated.

The correct answer is B.

87. Lastyear, land values in most parts of the pinelands
rose almostso fast and in some parts even faster
than what they did outside thepinelands.

(A) so fast, and in some parts even faster than what
theydid

(8) so fast, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(C) as fast, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(0) as fast as, and in some parts even faster than,
those

(E) as fast as, and in some parts even faster than
whattheydid

Idi om; Paralle lism

Thi s sentence says x rose almost sofast y, which is
not a correct idiomatic construction; x rose almost
asfast asy is the correct idiom for this
comparison. The two elements being compared, x
and y, must be parallel, but the noun land v alues
(x) is not parallel to what they did 0'). Land v alues
in the pinelands (x) must be compared with those
(the pronoun correctly replacing land v alues)
outside the pinelands 0').

A Sofast is used instead of asfast . What they did
is not parallel to land values.

B Sofast is not the correct idiom for
comparison.

C A sfast must be followed by as in thi s
comparison.

D Correct. Asfast as is the correct comparative
conjunction used in this sentence; thoseis
parallel to land values.

E What they did is not parallel to land v alues.

The correct answer is D .



88. Clouds are formed from the evaporation of the
oceans' water that is warmed by the sun and rises
high into the atmosphere. condensing in tiny droplets
onminute particles of dust.

(A) Clouds areformed from the evaporation of the
oceans' water that is warmed by the sun and
rises high into the atmosphere, condensing in
tiny droplets on minute particles of dust.

(8) Clouds form by the sun's warmth evaporating
the water in the oceans, which rises high into the
atmosphere, condensing in tiny droplets on
minute particles of dust.

(C) Warmed by the sun, ocean water evaporates,
rises high into the atmosphere, and condenses
in tiny droplets on minute particlesof dust to
form clouds.

(Dl The water in the oceans evaporates, warmed by
the sun, rises high into the atmosphere, and
condenses in tiny droplets on minute particles of
dust, which forms clouds.

(El Ocean water, warmed by the sun, evaporates
and rises high into the atmosphere, which then
condenses in tiny droplets on minute particles of
dustto form as clouds.

Rhetorica l construction; logical predicatio n

This sentence describes a multistep process by which
ocean water is transformed into clouds. These steps
are most clearly presented in chronological order,
with ocean water as the main subject of the sentence.

A This sentence provides no sense of steps and
illogically suggests that the oceans' water
evaporates after it rises high into the
atmosphere.

B The ante cedent for the relative pronoun
which is ambiguous, again suggesting that
oceans rise high .

C C orrect. The sequence of steps in a cloud 's
formation is clear.

D The nonchronological order of the steps by
which clouds are produced is confusing,
suggesting that dust forms clouds.

E The relative pronoun w hich grammatically
refers to atmosphere, creating a nonsensical
claim that the atmosphere, rather than the
water, condenses.

The correct answer is C.

5.8 Sentence Correction A nswer Expl anations

89. If Dr. Wade was right. any apparent connection of the
eating of highly processed foods and excelling at
sports is purely coincidental.

(A) If Dr. Wade was right, any apparent connection
of the eating of

(8) Should Dr. Wade be right, any apparent
connection of eating

(C) If Dr. Wade is right, any connectionthat is
apparent between eating of

(D) If Dr. Wade is right, any apparent connection
between eating

(E) Should Dr. Wade have been right, any connection
apparent between eating

Verb form; Idi om

This sentence also uses the idiomatic construction
connect ion betw een x andy; x and y must be
parallel. Thu s, connection must be followed by
betw een rather than oj;and the eating of(x) must
be made parallel to excelling at (y). the eating is a
gerund, or noun form , but eating is a participle
and thus parallel to the participle excelling.

A Conn ection must be followed by betwee n; the
eat ing of is not parallel to excelling.

B Should Dr. Wade be right should not be
followed by the present indicative verb is.
Connect ion of is not the correct idiom.

C Apparent connection is preferable to the wordy
connection that is apparent.

D Correct. In thi s sentence, the verb is present
tense, and the correct idiom is used; eating is
also parallel to excelling.

E Should Dr. Wade hav e been right should not
be followed by the present indicative verb is.
Apparent should precede connection rath er
than follow it.

Th e correct answer is D.

90. The commission proposed that funding for the park's
development. which could be open to the public early
nextyear. is obtained through a local bond issue.

(A) that funding for the park's development, which
could be open to the public early nextyear, is

(8) that funding for development of the park, which
could be open to the publ ic early nextyear, be

309



The Official Guide for GMAT®Verbal Review 2nd Edition

(Cl funding for the development of the park,
perhaps open to the public early nextyear, to be

(ol funds for the park's development, perhaps open
to the public early next year, be

(El development funding for the park, which could
be open to the public early next year, is to be

Logical predication; Verb form

Which modifies the noun that precedes it; in this
sentence, the clause beginning with w hich
illogically refers to dev elop ment rather th an the
park . This error can be corrected by subst ituting
dev elopment ofthe park (w hich follows park) for
park 'sdev elopment (wh ich follows development).
When a verb such as recommend, request, or
propose is used in the main clause, the verb
following that in the subordinate clause is
subjunctive (be) rather th an indicative (is).

A Wh ich mod ifies develop ment instead ofpark .
Be is required, not is.

B Correct. In this sentence, w hich clearly
modifie s park; the subjunctive be correctly
follows proposed that.

e Be is required, not the infinitive to be.

D That is omitted, making the construc tion
awkward and unclear. The phrase modifies
dev elopment, not park.

E D ev elopment funding distorts the meaning.
Be is required, not is to be.

The correct answer is B.

91. Seismologists studying the earthquake that struck
northern California in October 1989 are still
investigating some of its mysteries: the unexpected
power of the seismic waves, the upward thrust that
threw one man straight into the air, and the strange
electromagnetic signals detected hours before the
temblor.

(Al the upward thrust that threw one man straight
into the air, and the strange electromagnetic
signals detected hours before the temblor

(Bl the upward thrust that threw one man straight
into the air, and strange electromagnetic signals
were detected hours before thetemblor

(C) the upward thrust threw one man straight into
the air, and hours before the temblor strange
electromagnetic signals were detected
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(Dl one man was thrown straightinto the air by the
upward thrust, and hours before the temblor
strange electromagnetic signals were detected

(E) one man who was thrown straightinto the air by
the upward thrust, and strange electromagnetic
signals that were detected hours before the
temblor

Parallelism; Grammatica l construction

Some of the earthquake's mysteries are described
in a series of three correctly parallel elements: (1)
the unexpected p ow er . . . , (2) the upward thrust . . . ,
and (3) the strange electromagnetic signals. . . . Each
of the three elements begins with an article (the),
a modifier, and a noun. Thi s parallelism is crucial,
but each mystery is allowed the further
modification most appropriate to it, whether a
prepositional phrase (1), a clause (2), or a
participial phrase (3).

A Correct. This sentence correctly provides a
parallel series of three mysterie s.

B The is omitted before st range. The verb were
detected makes the last element not parallel
to the previous two .

e Because the y lise complete independent
clauses, the last two elements are not
parallel to the first, and the sentence is
ungrammatical.

D The constructions beginning one man and
hours beftre are not parallel to the
construction beginning the un expected power.

E The grammatical constructions describing
the mysteries are not parallel.

The correct answer is A.

92. Schistosomiasis, a disease caused by a parasitic
worm, is prevalent in hot, humid climates, and it has
become more widespread as irrigation projects have
enlarged the habitat of the freshwater snails that are
the parasite's hosts for part of its life cycle.

(Al the freshwater snails that arethe parasite's
hosts for part of its life cycle

(B) the freshwater snails that arethe parasite's
hosts in part of their life cycle

(C) freshwater snails which become the parasite's
hosts for part of its life cycles



(0) freshwater snails which become the hosts of the
parasite during the parasite's life cycles

(E) parasite's hosts, freshwater snai ls which
become their hosts during their life cycles

Rhetorical construction; Agreement

This sentence explains the increased incidence of
schistosomiasis as a consequence of the enlarged
habitat of the kind of freshwater snails that host
the parasitic worm responsible for the disease. The
definite article is necessary before freshw ater sna ils

because the sentence identifies a particular type of
snail, namely, those that host the para site. The
correct preposition to express duration in
combination with host isfor, not in . As the
parasite is referred to as sing ular, the possessive
pronoun in the final phrase must also be singular.

A Correct. The sentence is clear with all
pronouns and verbs in agreement.

B The preposition in is inappropriate for
expressi ng duration; the plural possessive
pronoun their does not agree with the
singular ante cedent p arasite.

C A definite article should precede freshw ater
snails to identify a particular type of snails;
the plural cycles is inappropriate because its

refers to a singular parasite, which on ly has
one life cycle.

D A definite article is needed before freshw ater

snails; repetition of the word parasite make s
the final phrase unnecessarily wordy; cycles
should be singular.

E The repetition of hosts makes the fina l phrase
unnecessarily wordy; cycles should be
singular; their hosts should be its hosts; the
referent for the second appearance of their is
unclear-does it refer to snails or the
parasite?

The correct answer is A.

93. Two new studies indicate that many people become
obese more dueto the fact that their bodies burn
calories too slowly than overeating.

(A) due to the fact that their bodies burn calories
too slowly than overeating

(8) due to their bodies burning calories too slowly
than to eating too much

5.8 Sentence Correction Answ er Exp lanations

(C) because their bodies burn calories too slowly
than that they are overeaters

(D) because their bodies burn calories too slowly
than because theyeat too much

(E) because of their bodies burning calories too
slowly than because of their eating too much

Parallelism; Rhetorical construction

To compare two explanations for weight gain,
this sentence uses th e construct ion more x than y;

x and y must be parallel. Here, x is due to thefact
that their bodies burn calories too slowly and y is
ov ereating. Due to thefact that uses five words to
say what because doe s in one; because is a better
choice to introduce both elements. The single
word y can be made parallel to the clause x by
introducing a subject, verb, and adverb: because
they eat too much.

A Due to thefact that is wordy and awkward.
The two parts of the comparison are not
parallel.

B D ue to is not the correct idiom. The two
parts of the comparison are not parallel.

C 7hat has no referent. The two parts of the
comparison are not parallel.

D Correct. In this sentence, the two parts of
the comparison are parallel and concise.

E Th is alternative, though parallel, is awkwa rd
and wordy. Bodies should be bodies' because
in this construc tion burning can mos t
reasonably be construed as a gerund rather
than a participle; the possessive case is
required before a gerund.

The correc t answer is D.

94. Judge Bonham denied a motion to allow members of
the juryto go home at the end of each day instead of
to confine them to a hotel.

(A) to allow members of the jury to go home at the
end of each day instead of to confine them to

(8) that would have allowed members of the jury to
go home at the end of each day instead of
confined to

(C) under which members of the jury areallowed to
go home at the end of each day instead of
confin ing them in
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(D) that would allow members of the jury to go
home at the end of each day ratherthan
confinement in

(E) to allow members of the jury to go home at the
end of each day rather than be confined to

Parallelism; logical predication

The logic of this sentence has two possible options
for the members ofthe jury: they can go home or be
confined to a hotel. The first option is expressed
using the infinitive to go home; the second option
should use the parallel form (to understood) be
confined. Since the members ofthejury are not
doing the confining themselves, the passive form
must be used. The construction x instead ofy,
when x and yare infinitives, is clumsy; the
idiomatic construction x rather than y is better
here . Both constructions require x and y to be
parallel.

A The passive form to be confined is required.
To allow members ofthejury . . . to confine
them illogically indicates that the jurors are
doing the confining.

B The infinitive form to be confined is required,
rather than the past participle. The sentence
is awkward and wordy.

e M embers ofthejury is the illogical object in
confining them. Confining is not parallel to to
go home.

D The noun confinement is not parallel to togo
home.

E Correct. Be confined to uses the infinitive
form just as to go home does; the to before be
confined is understood and does not need to
be repeated. The x rather than y construction
is appropriately used in this sentence.

The correct answer is E.

95. Proponents of artificial intelligence say theywill be
able to make computers that can understand English
and otherhuman languages, recognize objects, and
reason as an expertdoes-computers that will be
used to diagnose equipment breakdowns, deciding
whether to authorize a loan, or other purposes such
as these.
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(A) as an expertdoes-computers that will be used
to diagnose equipment breakdowns, deciding
whether to authorize a loan, or other purposes
such as these

(8) as an expertdoes, which may be used for
purposes such as diagnosing equipment
breakdowns or deciding whether to authorize
a loan

(C) like an expert-computers that will be used for
such purposes as diagnosing equipment
breakdowns or deciding whether to authorize
a loan

(D) like an expert, the use of which would be for
purposes like the diagnosis of equipment
breakdowns or the decision whether or not a
loan should be authorized

(E) like an expert, to be used to diagnose equipment
breakdowns, deciding whether to authorize a
loan or not, or the like

Parallelism; Rhetorical construction

The sentence presents three functions of
intelligent computers, but these functions (to
diagnose . . . , deciding . . . , or otherpurposes) are
not written in parallel ways. Moreover, the final
function is vague. Turning this final function into
an introductory statement and using parallel
forms for the two elements diagnosing and deciding
creates a stronger sentence. Either the clause, as
an expe rt does, or the prepositional phrase, like an
expert, is correct and idiomatic in this sentence.

A The series to diagnose . . . , deciding . . . , or
other purposes should be expressed in parallel
ways.

B Which has no clear referent.

C Correct. Movingftr suchpurposes as to an
introductory position strengthens the
sentence; diagnosing and deciding are parallel.

D The use ofwhich would befor purposes like is
wordy and awkward. Which has no clear
referent.

E To be wed, deciding, and or the like are not
parallel.

The correct answer is C.



96. Floating in the waters of the equatorial Pacific, an
array of buoys collects and transmits data on long
term interactions between the ocean and the
atmosphere, interactions that affect global climate.

(A) atmosphere, interactions that affect

(B) atmosphere, with interactions affecting

(C) atmosphere that affects

(D) atmosphere that is affecting

(E) atmosphere as affects

Grammatica l construction; Agreement

The underlined portion of the sentence is an
appo sitive, a terminal nou n phrase restating th e
kind of data being collected and provid ing
additional information about it . Th is is a clear and
econom ical way to provide the extra inform ation.

A Correct. The sentence is gram matically
correct and logically coherent.

B The prep ositiona l phrase, with . . . has no
clear noun or noun ph rase to attach to and is
therefore ungrammatical.

C Using the rest rictive that after atmosphere
illogically suggests that there are ma ny
atmospheres to differentiate from and the
one in question in th is sentence is the one
affecting global climate.

D The restric tive that also follows atmosphere as
in answer C .

E The phrase as ajficts global climate functions
as an adverb, but there is no verb for it to
modify.

The correct answer is A.

97. Unlike the United States. where farmers can usually
depend on rain or snow all year long. the rains in most
parts of Sri Lanka areconcentrated in the monsoon
months, June to September, and the skies are
generally clear for the rest of the year.

(A) Unlike the United States, where farmers can
usually depend on rain or snow all year long, the
rains in most parts of Sri Lanka

(8) Unlike the United States farmers who can usually
depend on rain or snow all year long, the rains in
most parts of Sri Lanka

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explan ation s

(C) Unlike thoseof the United States, where farmers
can usually depend on rain or snow all year long,
most parts of Sri Lanka's rains

(D) In comparison with the United States, whose
farmers can usually depend on rain or snow all
year long, the rains in most parts of Sri Lanka

(E) In the United States, farmers can usually depend
on rain or snow all year long, but in most parts
of Sri Lanka the rains

Logical predicat ion; Rhetorical con struct io n

The intent of the sentence is to compare seasona l
rainfall patterns in the United States and Sri
Lanka. There are many ways to set up such
comparisons: unlike x, y; in comparison with x, y;
comp ared to x, y; and so on. The x and y being
compared must be grammatically and logically
parallel. An alternative way of stating th e
comparison is the use of two independent clauses
connected by but. The original sentence compa res
the United States to rains in most parts ifSri Lanka;
th is illogica l compar ison cannot convey the
writer's intention .

A Th is sentence illogically compares the United
States to rains in most parts ifSri Lanka .

B Comparing United Statesfa rmers to the rains
in most parts ifSri Lanka is not logical.

C The sentence awkwardly and illogically seems
to be comparing most parts of the Un ited
States with mostpa rts ifSri Lanka'srains.

D Th is senten ce compares the United States and
the rains in most parts ifSri L anka .

E Correct. This sentence uses two
ind ependent clauses to make the
comparison. The first clause describes
conditions in the United State s, and th e
second clause describ es conditions in Sri
La nka. Th e comparison is clear and logical.

The correct answer is E .
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98. Although Napoleon's army entered Russia with far
more supplies than theyhad in their previous
campaigns, it had provisions for only twenty-four days.

(A) they had in their previous campaigns ,

(8) their previous campaigns had had,

(C) they had for any previouscampaign,

(0) in their previous campaigns,

(E) for any previous campaign,

Agreement; Verb form

The sentence incorrectly switches between the
plural pronouns they and their and the singular it
to refer to the army. The past perfect verb ten se
had had is preferable to the simple past had,
because this action occurred before the action in
the main clause. In the context of suppliesfor a
campaign, the preposition for is preferable to the
preposition in . In cases such as this, where the
sentence has multiple errors, it is often helpful to
look among the answer choices for an alternate
construction.

A Pronouns referring to the noun army should
be it and its, not they and their; the verb
should be had had.

B Their does not agree with the singular
pronoun it , which treats army as a singular
noun.

e They does not agree with the singular noun
and the other pronoun. The verb should be
had had.

D The prepo sition used should be [or , not in.
Their should be its.

E Correct. This simple construction avoids the
problems of pronoun agreement and verb
tense; it is clear, correct, and concise.

The correct answer is E.

99. After the Civil War, contemporaries of Harriet
Tubman's maintained that shehas all of the qualities of
a great leader: coolness in the face of danger, an
excellent sense of strategy, and an abi lity to plan in
minute detail.

(A) Tubman's maintained that she has

(8) Tubman's maintain that she had

(C) Tubman's have maintained that she had
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(0) Tubman maintained that she had

(E) Tubman had maintained that she has

Idi om; Verb form

The apostrophe in a possessive noun such as
Tubman's ind icates that the word of has been
omitted. It is correct to write Tubma n'sor of
Tubman; it is incorrect to write ofTubman 's. The
verbs mainta ined and had describe actions that
were completed in the past and occurred at about
the same time. Since Tubman died long ago, she
had, not has, the qualities of a great leader. H er
contemporaries were people who lived at the same
time as Tubman; the simple past should be used
to descr ibe their actions.

A OfHarriet Tubman 's is an incorrect possessive.
Has should be the simple past tense had.

B OfHarriet Tubman's is an incorrect
possessive. Maintain should be simple past
tense maintained.

e OfHarriet Tubman's is an incorrect
possessive. Have maintained should be
simple past tense maintained.

D C orrect . In this sentence, the possessive is
properly expressed with the phrase of
Tubman; maintained and had both use the
simple past tense.

E Simple past tense should be used in place of
both verbs.

The correct answer is D.

100. Sixty-five million years ago, according to some
scientists, an asteroid bigger than Mount Everest
slammed into North America, which. causing plant and
animal extinctions. marks the end of the geologic era
known as the Cretaceous Period.

(A) which, causing plantand animal extinctions.
marks

(8) which caused the plantand animal extinctions
and marks

(C) and causing plant and animal extinctions that
mark

(0) an event that caused plantand animal
extinctions, which marks

(E) an event that caused the plantand animal
extinctions that mark



5.8 Sentence Correction An sw er Exp lan ati ons

Rheto rical con structi on; Grammat ical
construction

The subject of this sentence is the Federalist papers.
A lthough the work is sometimes referred to by
th e title The Federalist Papers, the fact th at papers
is not capitalized indicates th at in this case it is
inte nded as a descript ive reference to the
collection of papers, not as a title. Thu s, it should
have a plural verb . The subject is followed by a
long modifying phrase set off by commas; both
elements of the phrase should be parallel. Thu s,
important as a body ofwork should be revised so
that it is pa rallel to a st rong deftnse.

A Important as a body ofwork is not parallel to a
strong deftnse; it is also wordy and awkward.
R ep resents should be th e plural verb rep resent
to agree with the Federalist papers.

B Correct. The plural verb rep resent agrees
with the plural subject. An important body of
work is parallel to a strong defense. The
sentence is clear and concise .

C The present progressive is representing
wro ngly sugg ests a developing situation .
A body ofwork ofimpo rtance in political science
is wordy and awkward. The closing comma
of the pair is omitted.

D Omission of an d is incorrect; has been
rep resentativ e ofuses an incorrect tense and
introdu ces an awkward construction .

Logical predication; Agreement

This sentence describes a two-p art sequence of
events, the second ofwhich has led to a particular
categoriza tion ofgeological tim e. In order to clarify
that it is not the first event (asteroid strike) that
produced the time division (end of the Cretaceous
Period), but the first event's consequences
(biological extinctions), the sentence needs an
appositive form to restate the content of the main
clause (an event), followed by a two -pa rt cha in of
relative clauses (that caused . . . that mark . . .).

A The antecedent for the relative pronoun
which is ambiguous; it is therefore unclear
wha t marks the end of the Cretaceous
Period .

B The antece dent of which is unclear; the
compound verbs caused and marks fail to
indicate that the extinctions, not the
asteroid str ike, are signific ant markers of
geological time.

C Following the conjunction and with a
participial rather than a main verb is
grammatically incorrect because it violates
parallelism and produ ces a fragment at the
end of the sentence.

D Which, referring to extinctions, should be
followed by a plural verb.

E Correct. The sentence is un ambiguous, and
the verbs agree with their subjects.

The correct answer is E .
E The inverted word order is awkward and is

not parallel to a strong deftnse.

101. The Federalist papers, a strong defense of the United
States Constitution and important as a bodyof work in
political scienceaswell. represents the handiwork of
three different authors.

(A) and important as a bodyof work in political
science aswell, represents

(8) as well as an important bodyof work in political
science, represent

(C) and also a bodyof work of importance in
political science is representing

(0) an important bodyof work in political science
and has been representative of

(E) and as political science an important bodyof
work too, represent

The correct answer is B.

102. As business grows more complex, students majoring
in specialized areas likethose of finance and
marketing have been becoming increasingly
successful in the job market.

(Al majoring in specialized areas like those of finance
and marketing have been becoming increasingly

(8) who major in such specialized areas as finance
and marketing are becoming more and more

(Cl who majored in specialized areas such as those
of finance and marketingare being increasingly
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(0) who major in specialized areas like those of
finance and marketing have been becoming
more and more

(E) having majored in such specialized areas as
finance and marketing are being increasingly

Verb form; Dict io n

The subordinate clause as business grows more
complex uses th e present tense verb grows to
describe an ongoing situation. 1he main clause
describes an effect of this growing complexity ;
the verbs in the main clause should also use
present-tense verbs. The present perfect progressive
hav e been becoming is incorrect . The preferred way
to introduce examples is with the phrase such as,
rather th an with the word like, which suggests a
comparison.

A Like should be replaced by such as. Hav e been
becoming is an incorrect verb tense.

B Correct. In this sentence, maj or and are
becoming are present-tense verbs; such . . . as is
the preferred form for introducing examples.

C Majored is a past-tense verb; those if is
unnecessary and awkward. Becoming is
preferable to being for describing an
unfolding pattern of events.

D L ike should be replaced by such as. Those if is
unnecessary and awkward. Hav e been
becoming is an incorrect verb tense.

E Ha v ing majored is an awkward past
participle. Becoming is preferable to being for
describing an unfolding pattern of events.

The correct answer is B.

103. Inuits of the Bering Sea were in isolation from contact
with Europeans longer than Aleuts or Inuits of the
North Pacific and northern Alaska.

(A) in isolation from contactwith Europeans longer
than

(8) isolated from contact with Europeans longer than

(C) in isolation from contactwith Europeans longer
than were

(0) isolated from contactwith Europeans longer
than were

(E) in isolation and without contacts with Europeans
longer than
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Idiom; Logical predication

The construction in isolationf rom is awkward; the
idiomatic way to express this idea is isolatedfrom .
The comparison is ambiguous; it could mean the
Bering Sea Inuits were isolated from Europeans
longer than they were isolated from Aleuts and
other Inuits or that they were isolated from
Europeans longer than Aleuts and other Inuits
were isolated from Europeans. Adding w ere after
than will solve this problem.

A In isolation from is not the correct idiom. The
comparison is ambiguous.

B The comparison is ambiguous.

C In isolat ionfrom is not the correct idiom.

D Correct. The idiom isolatedfrom is correctly
used in this sentence. The comparison is
clear and unambiguous.

E I n isolation .. . without is incorrect and
confusing . The comparison is ambiguous.

The correct answer is D.

104. Although the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed
star, to be sighted was in the summer of 1967 by
graduate studentJocelyn Bell. it had not been
announced until February 1968.

(A) Although the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, to be sighted was in the summer
of 1967 by graduate student Jocelyn Bell, it had
not been announced until February 1968,

(8) Although not announced untilFebruary 1968, in
the summer of 1967graduate student Jocelyn
Bell observed the first pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, to be sighted.

(C) Although observed by graduate student Jocelyn
Bell in the summer of 1967, the discovery of the
first sighted pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed
star, had not been announced before February
1968,

(0) The first pulsar, or rapidly spinning collapsed star,
to besighted was observed inthesummer of
1967 bygraduate student Jocelyn Bell, butthe
discovery was notannounced until February 1968.

(E) The first sighted pulsar, or rapidly spinning
collapsed star, was not announced until February
1968,while it was observed in the summer of
1967 bygraduate student Jocelyn Bell.



Verb form; logical predication; Rhetorica l
co nstruction

This sentence presents conditions that are
followed by an unexpected outcome: a delayed
announcement of the discovery of a pulsar.
A compound sentence using a coordinating
conjunction but is an effective way to present the
conditions of the first pulsar sighting and then
information about the subsequent announcement
of the discovery. The sentence must clarify that it
is not about the f intpulsar, but thefirst pulsar . . . to

be sighted. The verbs in the sentence must all be in
past tense; using a past-perfect verb to present
information about the announcement of the
discovery indicates that this announcement
illogically took place before the pulsar was first
sighted.

A The subject of the opening dependent clause
is pulsar, and the verb is was. The clause
needs to indicate not just that the pulsar
existed but that it was observed by Bell; the
past perfect verb tense is inappropriate in
the concluding clause.

B The opening participial phrase functions as
an adjective, but it has no logical noun or
noun ph rase to attach to; Bell herself was
not announced in 1968 .

e Grammatically, the opening participial
phrase describes the first noun that follows,
but it makes no sense to say that th e discovery

of the pulsar was observed; discovery ofthe
f irst sighted pulsar is also imprecise; one does
not discover a first sighting.

D Correct. The sentence presents the sequence
of events clearly and in the past tense .

E This sentence presents events in a way that is
confusing; as a conjunction, ·while indicates
simultaneous events, but this sentence is
about events that occurred in a sequence .

The correct answer is D.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

105. The physical structure of the human eye enables it to
sense light of wavelengths up to 0.0005 millimeters;
infrared radiation. however. is invisible because its
wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too long to be
registered by the eye.

(A) infrared radiation, however, is invisible because
its wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too long to
be registered by the eye

(8) however, the wavelength of infrared
rad iation-OJ millimeters-is too long to be
registered by the eye making it invisible

(C) infrared rad iation, however, is invisib le because
its wavelength-OJ millimeters-is too long for
the eye to register it

(D) however, because the wavelength of infrared
radiation is 0.1 millimeters, it is too long for the
eye to register and thus invisible

(E) however, infrared radiation has a wavelength of
0.1 millimeters that is too long for the eye to
register, thus making it invisible

logical pred icat ion; Rhetorical construction

This sentence requires attention to clear references
and appropriate modification. Here its clearly
refers to infrared radiation; it is the radiation that
is invisible, and the wavelength that is too long.

A C orrect. This sentence clearly and
grammatically explains why infrared
radiation is invisible.

B Making it invisible modifies eye, rather than
wavelength.

e It lacks a clear referent.

D It is imprecise . Thus invisible modifies
wavelength, rather th an infrared radiation.

E Using a restrictive clause suggests that not
all wavelengths of 0.1 m illimeters are too long

jOr the eye to register. It lacks a clear referent.

The correc t answer is A.
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106. Aswell as heat and light. the sun is the source of a
continuous stream of atomic particles known as the
solar wind.

(A) As well asheatand light, the sun is the source
of a continuous stream

(8) Besides heatand light, also the sun is the
source of a continuous stream

(C) Besides heatand light, the sun is also the
source of a continuous streaming

(D) The sun is the source not onlyof heatand light,
but also of a continuous stream

(El The sun is the source of not onlyheatand light
but, aswell , of a continuous streaming

Idi om; logical predication; Rheto rical
construction

The un derlined section must be revised to
eliminate modification errors and to clari fy
meaning by using parallel construction. As well as
heat and light cannot logically modify the sun, as
grammar requires; the sentence seems to suggest
that heat, light, and the sun are the source of the
solar wind. The sentence can be improved by
employing the construction not only x .. . but
alsoy; x and y should be parallel.

A A s w ell as heat and light is misplaced and
potentially confusing.

B Besides heat and light is confusing. The word
order of also the sun is awkward.

C Besides heat and light is uncle ar. Streaming
should be th e more straightforward stream .

D Correct. This sentence uses the not only . . .
but also construction to solve the
modification error; ofheat and light is
parallel to ofa continuous stream.

E A s well is incorrect in the not only . . . but also
construction. H eat and light is not parallel to
ofa conti nuous st reaming. Streaming should be
the more straightforward stream.

The correct answer is D.
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107. Bluegrass musician Bill Monroe, whose repertory,
views on musical collaboration, and vocal stylewere
influential on generations of bluegrass artists. was
also an inspiration to many musicians. that included
Elvis Presley and JerryGarcia. whose music differed
significantly from hisown.

(A) were influential on generations of bluegrass
artists, was also an inspiration to many
musicians, that included ElvisPresley and Jerry
Garcia, whose music differed significantly from

(B) influenced generations of bluegrass artists, also
inspired many musicians, including Elvis Presley
and Jerry Garcia, whose music differed
significantly from

(C) was influential to generations of bluegrass
artists, was also inspirational to many musicians,
that included Elvis Presley and JerryGarcia,
whose music was differentsignificantly in
comparison to

(D) was influential to generations of bluegrass
artists, also inspired many musicians, who
included Elvis Presley and Jerry Garcia, the
music of whom differed significantly when
compared to

(E) were an influence on generations of bluegrass
artists, was also an inspiration to many
musicians, including Elvis Presleyand Jerry
Garcia, whose music was significantly different
from that of

Agree me nt; Rhetorical construction;
Grammatical const ruct ion

The original sentence logically intends to explain
that Monroe's work influenced generations of
artists in his own mu sical field and th at he
inspired many musicians in other musical fields.
Who or what influenced or inspired whom must
be more clearly stated. Additionally, the original
sentence lacks precision , being overly wordy and
using phrases that are not idiomatic. Concise and
consistent verb form s, as well as the use of
subordinate phrases rather th an clauses, improve
the precision of the sentence.

A The ph rase w ere influentia l on is wordy and
is not idiomatic; the use of verb form s w ere
(the predicate of repertory, views, and style)
and was (the predicate of M onroe) is
confusing.



B Correct. The use of th e concise verb forms
of influenced and inspired simplifies and
clari fies the sentence. The concise use of
including avoids the pronoun error and
unnecessary wordiness.

C The subject and verb do not agree in
repertory, views, and style . . . was (compound
subject with singular verb). Was influential to
and different . . . in comparison to are
unnecessar ily wordy.

D There is incorrect subject-verb agreement in
repertory, oieios, and style . . . was (compound
subject with singu lar verb). Was influential to
and in when compared to are unnecessar ily
wordy. The music ifwhom is cumbersome
and stilted.

E The phrase we re an influence on is wordy and
not idiomatic. The ph rases was also an
inspiration to and was significantly different
are unnecessarily wordy. The phrase from
that if is unclear and confusing.

The correct answer is B.

108. Sound can travel through water for enormous
distances, prevented from dissipating its acoustic
energy as a result of boundaries in the ocean created
by water layers of different temperatures and
densities.

(A) prevented from dissipating its acoustic energy
as a result of

(8) prevented from having its acoustic energy
dissipated by

(C) its acoustic energy prevented from dissipating by

(D) its acoustic energy prevented from being
dissipated as a result of

(E) preventing its acoustic energy from dissipating by

Logical predicatio n; Rhetorica l const ruction

111 is sentence opens with a statement that sound
can travel long distances th rough water and then
explains why that is so: water layers in the ocean
prevent acoustic energy from dissipating. Because
dissipati ng is an intransitive verb, acoustic energy
cannot be its object.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answ er Explanations

A D issipat ing is not a transitive verb, so acoustic

energy cannot func tion as its object.

B Th is version of the sentence is wordy,
awkward, and ind irect;from hav ing . . . by
erroneously suggests that the boundaries in
the ocean are attempting to dissipate sound
energy.

C Correct. Here, acoustic energy is effectively
modified by the participia l preventedfrom
dissipating. . . .

D This version of the sentence is wordy,
awkward, and indirect ; being dissipated as a
result ifmakes it unclear whether the
boundaries contribute to energy loss or
prevent it.

E Thi s version of th e sente nce nonsensically
explains that sound prevents the dissipation
of its own energy.

The correct answer is C.

109. The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only
eyewitness accountof the great eruption of Vesuvius
in two letters to the historian Tacitus.

(A) The nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only
eyewitness account of the great eruption of
Vesuvius in two letters to the historian Tacitus.

(8) To the historian Tacitus, the nephew of Pliny
the Elder wrote two letters, being the only
eyewitness accounts of thegreat eruptionof
Vesuvius.

(C) The only eyewitness accountis in two letters by
the nephew of Pliny the Elder writing to the
historian Tacitus an account of the great
eruption of Vesuvius.

(D) Writing the only eyewitness account, Pliny the
Elder's nephew accounted for the great eruption
of Vesuvius in two letters to the historian
Tacitus.

(El In two letters to thehistorian Tacitus, the
nephew of Pliny the Elder wrote the only
eyewitness account of the great eruption of
Vesuvius.
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Logical predication; Rhetorical construction

The challenge in this sentence lies in the correct
placement of a prep ositional phrase. In the
original version, the placement of in two letters to
the historian Tacitu s appears to sugges t th at
Vesuvius erupted in the letters themselves.
Placing the phrase at the beginning of the
sentence solves the problem.

A The sentence sugges ts that th e eruption of
Vesuvius took place in the letters them selves.

B Beginning th e sentence with to the historian
Tacit us is clum sy and unclear. The verb
ph rase being . . . seems illogically to modify
the nephew, creating the awkw ard sugge stion
th at the nephew was the eyewitness accounts.

C The sentence's mean ing is unclear due to an
extended sequence of prepositional phrases.

D An account is a narrative record; to account fOr
mean s to be the cause of. Using both in the
same sentence is confusing and here
suggests that the nephew caused the
eruption. The sentence also suggests th at the
eruption of Vesuvius took place in the letters
themselves.

E Correct. The placem ent of the prep ositional
phrase at the beginning of the sentence
clar ifies the meaning of the sentence; the
construction of the rest of the sentence is
straightforward.

The correct answer is E.

llO. Being a United States citizen since 1988 and born in
Calcutta in 1940. author Bharati Mukherjee has lived in
England and Canada, and first came to the United
States in 1961 to study at the Iowa Writers' Workshop.

(A) Being a United States citizen since 1988 and
born in Calcutta in 1940, author Bharati
Mukherjee has

(B) Having been a United States citizen since 1988,
she was born in Calcutta in 1940; author Bharati
Mukherjee

(C) Born in Calcutta in 1940, author Bharati
Mukherjee became a United States citizen in
1988; she has
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(D) Being born in Calcutta in 1940 and having been
a United States citizen since 1988, author
Bharati Mukherjee

(E) Having been born in Calcutta in 1940 and being
a United States citizen since 1988, author
Bharati Mukherjee

Verb form; Rhetorical construction

Being . . . since 1988 and born in Calcutta in 1940 is
an awkward , wordy construction, which presents
an uncle ar and potentially confusing chronological
order. Since in the correct version of th e sentence
the original phrase (being . . .) has been made into
a mai n clause, a semicolon should separate it from
th e second main clause beginning she has liv ed.

A The phrases are expressed in an illogical and
potentially confusing sequence.

B H av ing been sugges ts that th e citizenship
came chronologically before the birth. The
pronoun she is the subject of the first clause;
since the author's name is mentioned only
after the semicolon , she has no clear referent.

C Correct. In this sentence, the sequence of
events is expre ssed logically, grammatically,
and conci sely in each independent clause.

D 111e progressive verb form s being born and
having been illogically suggest continuous
action and fail to establish a logical tim e
sequence. The sentence is wordy and
awkward.

E The progressive verb form s ha·v ing been born
and being illogically sugges t continuous
action and fail to establish a logical tim e
sequence. The sentence is wordy and
awkward.

The correct answer is C.

111. Initiated five centuries after Europeans arrived in the
New World on Columbus Day 1992. Project SETI
pledged a $100 million investment in the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence.

(A) Initiated five centuries after Europeans arrived in
the New World on Columbus Day 1992, Project
SETI pledged a $100 million investment in the
search for extraterrestrial intelligence.



(8) Initiated on Columbus Day 1992, five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World, a
$100 million investment in the search for
extraterrestrial intelligence was pledged by
Project SETI.

(C) Initiated on Columbus Day 1992, five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World,
Project SETI pledged a $100 million investment
in the search for extraterrestrial intelligence.

(D) Pledging a $100 million investment in the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence, the initiation of
Project SETI fivecenturies after Europeans
arrived in the New World on Columbus Day
1992.

(E) Pledging a $100 million investment in the search
for extraterrestrial intelligence five centuries
after Europeans arrived in the New World, on
Columbus Day 1992, the initiation of Project
SETI took place.

Logical predication; Grammatical const ruction

The original sentence becomes illogical when
phrases do not modify what they are intended to
modify. Thi s sentence mistakenly says th at
Europeans arrived in the N ew World on Columbus
Day 1992. It also says that Project SETI was
init iatedfive centuries rifler . . . Columbus Day 1992.
To make th e modifiers grammatically and
logically correct, the sentence may be revised:
Initiated on Columbus Day 1992 ,five centu ries
after E uropeans arrived in the New World,
Proj ect SETI . . .

A Project SETI cannot have been initiatedfive
centuries after . . . 1992, nor did Europeans
first arrive in 1992.

B Initiated . . . modifies $100 million
inv estment instead of Project SETl.

C C orrect. The modifiers are grammatically
and logically correct in this sentence.

D Pledging . . . incorrectly modifies the
initiation. Thi s is a sentence fragment.

E Pledging . . . incorrectly modifies the
initiation. Europeans appear to have arr ived
on Columbus Day 1992. The construction is
awkward, unbalanced, and imprecise.

The correct answer is C.

5.8 Sentence Correction Answer Explanations

112. In the 1980s the federal government was the largest
single provider of day care for children. offeringchild
care, health, and educational services to hundreds of
thousands of children from poor households through
the Head Start program and whichsupported private
day-care facilities through child-care tax credits, state
block grants, and tax breaks for employers who
subsidized day-care services.

(A) In the 1980sthe federal government was the
largest single provider of day care for children,
offering

(8) The federal government was the largest single
providerof day care for children in the 1980s,
which offered

(C) In the 1980sthefederal governmentwas the
largest single provider of day care for children
and offered

(D) The largest single provider of day care for
children in the 1980s was the federal
government, offering

(E) In the 1980s the largest single provider of day
care for children was the federal government,
which offered

Grammatical construction; Parallelism

The main point of this sentence is to identify the
federal government as the largest single provid er
of children's day care . It goes on to illustrate this
with two examples that need to be presented in
grammatically parallel form . Because the second
example is given as a relative clause beginning
with which supportedp rivate, the first example
must be similarly presented. The opening
statement must therefore present government as
the predicate noun so that w hich clearly refers to
government in both of the examples.

A 'TIle two examples are not in parallel form ;
the first begins with a present participial,
offering, while the second is presented as a
relative clause , w hich supported. . . .

B The antecedent for the relative pronoun
which is ambi guous.

C The first example, introduced as a
compound verb of the subjectftderal
gove rnment, is not parallel with the second
example, presented in a relat ive clause .
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D The first example, presented as a present
participial (offering) is not parallel with the
second example, presented in a relative
clause.

E Correct. The sentence is grammatically
correct and the examples are parallel.

The correct answer is E.

113. InA.D. 391 , resulting from the destruction of the
largest library of the ancient world at Alexandria. later
generations lost all but the Iliad and Odyssey among
Greek epics, most of the poetry of Pindar and Sappho,
and dozens of plays by Aeschylus and Euripides.

(A) resulting from the destruction of the largest
libraryof the ancient world at Alexandria,

(B) the destroying of the largest library of the
ancientworld at Alexandria resulted and

(e) because of the result of the destruction of the
library at Alexandria, the largest of the ancient
world,

(D) as a result of the destruction of the library at
Alexandria, the largest of the ancientworld,

(E) Alexandria's largest library of the ancient world
was destroyed, and the result was

l ogical predicat ion; Rhetor ical const ruction;
Grammatical construction

Because it is introduced by a participle, the phrase
that begins result ingfrom illogically modifies later
generations. Substituting the idiom as a result of
for result ing f rom corrects this error. Tbe largest
library ofthe ancient world at Alexandria is both
cumbersome and ambiguous because it suggests
that the ancient world was located at (and only at)
Alexandria. This problem is best corrected by
breaking the series of phrases into two distinct
parts: the library at Alexandria, the largest ofthe
ancient world. Here, the second ph rase clearly
modifies the first.
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A R esulting fro m illogically modifies later
generations. The series of prepositional
phrases is confusing and ambiguous.

B Tbe destroying ofis wordy and awkward. A nd
creates a second main clause, which would
need to be appropriately punctuated with a
comma before and.

C Because ofthe result ofis redundant.

D Correct. As a result ofbegins the phrase
clearly and correctly in this sentence; th e
library rather th an the ancient w orld is
properly located at Alexandria; the largest of
the ancient wo rld correctly modifies library.

E Alexandria'slargest library ofthe ancient world
is an illogical reference. Tbe result was must
be followed by that .

The correct answer is D .
































